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Editor’s Note
MIDNIGHT CALL

Know What Grace Means!
By Norbert Lieth
Director of Missions, Midnight Call International

T

he Almighty’s primary intent is salvation. God wants to save, not
judge. God’s loving purpose runs
through history, from its beginning to its
completion. The keystone is Jesus Christ.
For me, one of the most noble facets of
salvation is the fact that Jesus remained
silent at His trial. He didn’t justify or defend Himself. In fact, the people would
someday have to justify themselves before
Him, but He allowed Himself to be accused and remained silent. Before the high
priest, “Jesus held his peace” (Matt 26:63).
Before Pilate, “Jesus yet answered nothing;
so that Pilate marvelled” (Mark 15:5). This
is the fulfillment of Isaiah 53:7: “He was
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth
not his mouth.”
Why did Jesus remain silent, instead of
defending Himself? Because he was guilty,
but without being guilty. He voluntarily
took our guilt on Himself and portrayed
Himself as guilty. Jesus underwent God’s
judgment; He was met with every guilty
verdict that man would have had to experience. We are worth that much to God! In
His death and resurrection, Jesus did away
with everything separating us from God:
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the wall of sin is torn down. The curtain is
torn. God’s wrath is eliminated. Eternal
righteousness is established. As humans,
we tend to blame others and look for excuses. But our Lord did the reverse: He
took others’ blame and laid it on Himself.
That’s grace. I mustn’t justify guilt and sin;
I’m able to confess it, and God’s salvation
and glory, honor and power are great
enough to forgive.
Do you know what grace means? Not
just pardon, but that God is for us in all
that He is. We can see this in the following
examples. They don’t propagate cheap
grace, but show how great the salvation,
glory, honor, and power of our Redeemer
are:
Cain slew his brother, and God protected him. Noah got drunk, and was considered pious. Abraham lied, and God
blessed him. Sarah laughed at God’s
promises, but the Lord fulfilled His
promise. Lot made compromises, and God
declared him righteous. Jacob was cunning, but the Lord preserved him in every
way. Moses was a murderer, and God made
him the savior of a nation. Rahab was a
prostitute, and the Lord rescued her and
her entire family. David was devious and
ignoble, but God forgave him. Solomon
was a child born of adultery, but the Lord
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allowed him to build the temple for His house. Elijah was world-weary,
but the Lord strengthened him. Jeremiah would rather not have been
born, yet God used him. Jonah fled from the Lord, but God used him for
all of Nineveh. Zacchaeus was a swindler, but the Lord came into his
house and blessed him. Paul persecuted Jesus and the Christians, yet
the Lord allowed him to bring the gospel to Europe and the world.
All of them, and many others, experienced God’s transformation, but
it was the Almighty’s absolute grace that held them, restored them, and
allowed them to be used. We can see here just how great Jesus’ work of
salvation is, which became vital to them all.
There is nobody who is too lowly, too incapable, too sinful, too degenerate, or too secluded. Jesus has accomplished a perfect, fully complete, sufficient salvation for all. That was true yesterday, it’s true today,
it’s true in the New Year, and it will be true tomorrow as well. The greatness of redemption’s power is also shown in the following testimonies:
A man who wanted to kill himself was saved when he heard the word
shalom. A gifted musician broke down under the question of meaning in
life, and then read the Bible; today he proclaims the gospel. A man received a little book, and converted two people with it: himself and
someone else. A divorced woman, for whom everything was broken,
read a book and found faith. Her ex-husband did likewise, and they remarried.
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Heb
13:8).
Maranatha, our Lord, come! MC
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Can We Save the
Planet? Part 2
Johannes Pflaum
We live after the Flood and before the second
coming of Jesus. Above all, the word of
Genesis 8:22 was given for this time, and
can give us an inner peace amidst all
the climate horror scenarios of
today. This doesn’t mean that
there can be no climate
fluctuations or changes
through time. But
everything remains under
God’s control, and within the
confines of “seedtime and harvest, and
cold and heat, and summer and
winter, and day and night.”
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B

efore and with Jesus’ return, the
forces of nature will be shaken.
These include vibrations (air
quakes, seaquakes, earthquakes; cf. Zeph
1:14-17; Matt 24:7; Rev 6:14; 16; 18, etc.),
environmental disasters (Rev 8:6-13), cosmic events with tremors in the stars, darkening of the sun, and heightened solar
radiation (Joel 2:2; Zeph 1:15; Zech 14:67; Matt 24:29; Rev 6:12-14; 16:8-9). First,
these are the labor pains of the great upheaval that begins with the second coming of Jesus (Matt 24:8). And, as with
birth pains, the intensity increases. Second, it is about creation sighing as it
awaits its salvation (Rom 8:22-24). Third,
these tremors are inseparable from man’s
sin against God. The book of Revelation
makes that clear. And fourth, it involves
God’s judgment against humanity. Everything in the book of Revelation comes
from the throne of God.
However, the Holy Scripture doesn’t
just speak of the convulsions of natural
forces before Jesus’ return. It also shows
that humanity will be marked by fear of
what is to come: “And there shall be signs
in the sun, and in the moon, and in the
stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the
waves roaring; Men’s hearts failing them
for fear, and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth: for the
powers of heaven shall be shaken” (Luke
21:25-26).

S T O R Y

There are still events and tremors that
aren’t even taken into account in today’s
climate discussion.
“And the nations were angry, and thy
wrath is come, and the time of the dead,
that they should be judged, and that thou
shouldest give reward unto thy servants
the prophets, and to the saints, and them
that fear thy name, small and great; and
shouldest destroy them which destroy the
earth” (Rev 11:18).
This can also be applied to environmental pollution. Once again, I’d like to emphasize that godless man literally
tyrannizes creation, while also idolizing it.
In light of the Bible and as followers of Jesus, therefore, we will deal differently with
the fallen creation and all that has been
entrusted to us. That is, creation is given
to us for responsible use, and we also
know about its transience.
The “destruction” of the earth, however, is primarily about something else. In
1 Timothy 6:5, the same term is used for a
corrupted mind that is deprived of the
truth. That is also the context of Revelation: people do not repent of their sins,
idol worship, fornication, sorceries, murders, and thievery (Rev 9:21). They destroy the earth with them. Fritz
Grünzweig noted:
“The Old Testament continuously says
that destroying the earth means to dishonor
it with idolatry, with contempt for the living God. With his rebellion and power,

“And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the
dead, that they should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto
thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name,
small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth”
(Rev 11:18).
% 1-800-845-2420
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Can We Save the Planet? Part 2
After the Flood, human life expectancy took a nosedive until it finally settled at
the biblical limit of 70-80 years (Ps 90:10).

with his self-destruction, man has polluted
the earth and put a curse on it (cf. Gen
6:11, 13; Ezek 7:23; 12:19).”
Hosea 4:1-3 shows a direct relationship
between sin, creation, and the animal
world. It relates to man as the crown of
creation, in connection with his Creator.
For example, in the Old Testament,
drought and plagues of vermin were related to sin and God’s judgment. Just think
of the drought that Elijah and Ahab experienced (1 Kings 17), or the locust invasion in the book of Joel.
Once again, it should be emphasized
that true knowledge of God also entails a
responsible approach to creation. But this
treatment never leads to idolization of the
creation, so that (for example) animals
and nature are placed on par with, or even
above, human beings. Just think of the bla-
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tant discrepancy between animal welfare
and abortions in our society. In Leviticus
18:27-28, the Creator and Sustainer
speaks a remarkable word:
“for all these things were done by the
people who lived in the land before you,
and the land became defiled. And if you
defile the land, it will vomit you out as it
vomited out the nations that were before
you” (NIV).
People redeemed by God cannot solve
all ecological problems, despite all efforts
and well-intentioned exertions. These are
inextricably linked to the Creator, and the
sins man commits. So, despite all efforts,
the ecological problems won’t decline, but
will increase. Think of the tremendous
shockwaves that will occur before the second coming of Jesus.
As far as an eco-lifestyle is concerned, a
healthy way of life and balanced nutrition
can be justified from a biblical perspective.
And there is no question that it’s helpful to
comply with the doctor’s advice regarding
illnesses. Christians shouldn’t judge each
other if they handle health issues differently. In these situations, we can apply
Paul’s writings on food, which he sent to
the Romans, Corinthians, and Colossians.
Nevertheless, it’s worth reflecting on
how ecological food ideology is gaining
more and more traction, even among
Bible-faithful Christians. So much time
and energy are invested in these things,
while other issues that are much more important to emulate in our personal lives
fade into the background.
In the Old Testament, we have food
laws that, for example, declare the consumption of pork to be impure. Undoubtedly, we can recognize the wisdom of the

Visit midnightcall.com
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The Holy Scriptures show us three drastic climate changes on our earth. The first
two have already passed (the Fall and the Flood), and the third great change lies
ahead (Jesus’ return, the millennial kingdom).

Creator behind this and many other hygiene laws, and not just those concerning
food. Today’s research confirms this wisdom.
It is sensible to listen to one’s doctor if
he advises against eating certain types of
foods or meats (in the case of diabetes or
cancer, for example). But, in principle,
we must note that the Lord Jesus (the
One through whom all things are created), who knows all contexts and backgrounds, has specifically released the
unclean foods in the New Testament:
“Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t
you see that nothing that enters a person
from the outside can defile them? For it
doesn’t go into their heart but into their
stomach, and then out of the body.” (In
saying this, Jesus declared all foods

clean.) He went on: “What comes out of
a person is what defiles them. For it is
from within, out of a person’s heart, that
evil thoughts come—sexual immorality,
theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance
and folly. All these evils come from inside and defile a person” (Mark 7:18-23).
This is a landmark Scripture for nutritional ideology today, right down to vegan philosophy. As humans engage in
making an ever-increasing fuss over their
diets, things that are grave and evil in
God’s eyes become completely normal or
even well-tolerated. Once again, it
should be emphasized that there is nothing wrong with a balanced diet. God’s
Word also calls gluttony in eating or
drinking a sin.

% 1-800-845-2420
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Can We Save the Planet? Part 2
If someone wants to forego meat, that’s his personal freedom and choice. But
let’s be careful that our thinking isn’t clouded by modern eco-religion.

As a Bible student, I got to know Dr. Immanuel Sücker. He was a luminary in various fields, as well as a professing
Christian. During that time, the philosophy of organic diet came up. He told us of
one of his students with “green” inclinations, whom he had deliberately advised to
research whole grains. He already knew
what the result would be. Pollutants settle
under the hull of the whole grain. The student reacted with shock. Sücker’s advice
was a balanced diet: enjoy everything in
moderation.
So, when Christians argue over the
meaning of Old Testament nutritional restrictions, I hold that Jesus, as the Creator,
has released all food. He sets very different
priorities than we often do today. Yes, a
healthy diet can be beneficial. Nevertheless, we must bear in mind that since the
Fall, everything is in the shadow of death
and transience. At no point in the Scriptures are we, as followers of Jesus,
promised an unscathed life. When we realize this, it puts everything into the proper
perspective. I’d like to apply Paul’s writing
about sports to diet as well:
“For bodily exercise profiteth little: but
godliness is profitable unto all things, hav-
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ing promise of the life that now is, and of
that which is to come” (1 Tim 4:8).
What the New Testament tells us about
these nutritional laws and related questions
is primarily related to Judaism, Gnosticism,
and other teachings of that time. But if we
examine the cult of nutrition and its connected philosophy today, we can see just
how timely and timeless the Word of God
still is. Thus, 1 Timothy 4:1-4 says:
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that
in the latter times some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in
hypocrisy; having their conscience seared
with a hot iron; Forbidding to marry, and
commanding to abstain from meats, which
God hath created to be received with
thanksgiving of them which believe and
know the truth. For every creature of God
is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be
received with thanksgiving.”
Let’s apply basic biblical principles to ourselves today: whether we use organic or conventional flour isn’t the crucial issue for
Christians. Everyone can choose freely. More
importantly, we believe that it is sanctified by
the Word of God and by prayer. Or are our
mealtime prayers just empty chatter?
Naturally, we must not eat anything that
we know to be highly hazardous. Artificially produced meat is also ethically objectionable. And, we shouldn’t be surprised if
genetically modified food proves to be unhealthy in the long run. The curse of death
and transience is upon us. It cannot be broken by scientific achievements or a purely
natural way of life.
Nonetheless, we note that here in the
West, food has never been so well controlled and studied as it is today. Above all,
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A Christ-follower’s responsible handling of creation doesn’t stem from ecoreligion, but from the fear of God and gratitude to the Creator, in the
knowledge that this earth will pass away.
however, is the decisive thing: our belief in
the sovereignty and omnipotence of God,
who gives us the blessing of saying grace at
meals. In this sense, we can apply Paul’s
words on wealth to nutrition, according to
which God abundantly offers us all to enjoy
(1 Tim 6:17).
“Let no man therefore judge you in meat,
or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of
the new moon, or of the sabbath days” (Col
2:16). If someone wants to forego meat,
that’s his personal freedom and choice. But
let’s be careful that our thinking isn’t
clouded by modern eco-religion. It’s deeply
tragic to feel guilty about gratefully consuming meat, because the digestive emissions of
cattle are allegedly worse than the killing of
unborn humans. A social educator faced
with increasing veganism drew attention to
its underlying religious and philosophical
beliefs. His analogous conclusion: “By renouncing meat, fish, etc., man wants to contribute to making the world and humanity
better.” It’s basically about the self-redemption of a fallen humanity.
Yes, the righteous man deals with his animals differently than the godless one (Prov
12:10). Nevertheless, the order of creation
persists, according to which the beast is subordinate to man. After the Flood, the meat
of animals was expressly released for consumption.
“If with Christ you died to the elemental
spirits of the world, why, as if you were still
alive in the world, do you submit to regulations—‘Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not
touch’ (referring to things that all perish as
they are used)—according to human precepts and teachings? These have indeed an
appearance of wisdom in promoting self-

made religion and asceticism and severity to
the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh” (Col 2:2023).
And, above all, the freedom God’s Word
gives us regarding food is the principle:
“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of
God” (1 Cor 10:31).
A Christ-follower’s responsible handling
of creation doesn’t stem from eco-religion,
but from the fear of God and gratitude to the
Creator, in the knowledge that this earth
will pass away. This includes the conviction
that the living God is active in creation and
in the climate to pursue His purposes.
Everything is in Him. Therefore, commitment to spiritual, eternal things is of higher
priority. The proper hierarchy is important.
The biblical backdrop for increasing environmental problems and catastrophes is sin.
This creation is subject to death and transience. No environmental religion can
change any of that. Therefore, a humanity
that excludes the actively working Creator
God can’t solve the problems. But as those
who belong to Jesus, we have a great, wellfounded faith for this earth. It isn’t some
form of international climate agreement or
anything else of the kind, but the return of
Jesus. He will get to the root of the problem
(namely, sin and the devil), and solve all environmental troubles that have overwhelmed a fallen humanity because of its
hostility to God.
Let’s never forget: the real thing is yet to
come (Rev 21:1-5). “Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness” (2 Pet 3:13). (MR0319/998)
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Money:Ends&Trends
For resources on "endtime economics," visit Wilfred's website www.eternalvalue.com or
contact him at: staff@eternalvalue.com

RIPENING TIMES #5 –
THE RISE OF ASIA: PART 3
By Wilfred Hahn

China in and out of Bible Prophecy
The Bible is not silent about Far East Asia, both past and future. Of course, all
people of the world are contemplated in the general address of much of the
prophetic literature of the Bible. However, there are several prophecies that
clearly involve this region in a specific way.

F

irst, revealing the most eastern nation noted in the Bible, China itself
is mentioned in a prophetic context
in Isaiah 49:12: “Behold, these shall come
from far: and, lo, these from the north and
from the west; and these from the land of
Sinim.” Just what and where is Sinim?
Most sources agree that “Sinim” refers to
the far eastern region of China.1 Things related to China today are still referred to as
“sino”; for example, the word “sinology”
means the study of China.
In the Arabic language, China is still
referred to as “Sin.” The word “Sin” likely
comes from the word Ch’in (or Tsin), as
in the Ch’in Dynasty which ruled China
between 221 and 206 BC, or some other
word derivation from before that time.
The word “Sinim” in Hebrew would
therefore simply be the plural form of
“Sin.”
What we can deduce from Isaiah’s
word, written some 2,700 years ago, is
that Sinim (China) will most certainly exist in the last days and into the following
Millennial period. Moreover, we can also
reasonably deduce that China must be a
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substantial entity at that time, since its
name is used in this prophecy to describe the general geographical direction of “east.”
Wonderfully, Isaiah indicates that the
people of Sinim will also be in that
number that will eventually go to worship in the new Israel of the 1,000-year
Millennial Period. The US, on the other
hand, is not directly mentioned in Bible
prophecy (though possibly included
among the group of countries that the
Bible refers to as the “islands”).

Further Biblical Mention of Asia
in the Last Days
Revelation 16:12 mentions yet another
event involving Asia. This takes place
in the vicinity of the Euphrates River:
“The sixth angel poured out his bowl
on the great river Euphrates, and its
water was dried up to prepare the way
for the kings from the East.”
This verse occurs at the time that the
sixth angel pours out a sixth bowl of
wrath; sometime in the second half of
the Tribulation period. As we learn
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Will China also play a significant geopolitical role in the last days,
perhaps being a key member of a final world order? The answer, we
believe, is again both yes and no.
from these verses,
this important border for Israel—the
Euphrates River—
will be breached
when the Kings of
the East go over to
the west side of
this river. Nothing
more appears to be
directly attributed
to the “Kings of
the East” anywhere in the Bible,
this being the only
verse in which these kings are mentioned.
Undoubtedly, we think, the Kings of
the East will be the leaders of a number
of countries in Far East Asia—namely,
nations on the east side of the Euphrates River.
But, why will the Kings of the East
cross the Euphrates? The reason is unclear. However, we must let all of Scripture speak. This verse reveals that the
great Euphrates will be dried up. What
does this mean? This writer concludes
that it likely symbolized economic difficulties … perhaps a deep economic depression. In the Old Testament, a dry
riverbed is always equated with economic disaster. This would certainly be
the case for agrarian countries. As such,
we do not see the drying of the river as
preparing a route for the Kings of the
East to cross into the west side of the Euphrates—an area promised to the Israelites by God. In our day and age, there
are plenty of ways to cross a river.

View of Huangpu
River and Cargo
Shipping Boats
and Shanghai
World Financial
Center.

One More Key Prophetic
Deduction: A Non-Mention
We now address a question that we posed
earlier: Will China also play a significant
geopolitical role in the last days, perhaps
being a key member of a final world order? The answer, we believe, is again both
yes and no. Yes, in our opinion China
(and some other select Asian nations) will
play a role in last-day geopolitical developments. But the Bible clearly rules out
any role for China in the post-globalism,
minilateralism period of a “10-king” ruling order just before the Antichrist comes
on the scene.
How do we know this? There is one additional verse in the Bible which applies to
some key Asian countries today that we
have not examined. It is a perspective that
is often overlooked, found in Revelation
17:12, which supports an important deduction. It reads: “The ten horns you saw
are ten kings who have not yet received a
kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the
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China already existed in New Testament times. According to historians,
the Han Dynasty, a predecessor to modern-day China, was in power at
the time of John’s prophecies. The same may be concluded for the nation
of Japan.
beast.” Just how does this verse connect
to Asian countries today?
We must, of course, first assume that
we are indeed living in the very last of
the last days. As such, the world today
would then be very near the time that the
10 kings will emerge on the world scene.
The verse we have quoted from Revelation specifically refers to these 10 kings
and reveals a crucial clue.
John the Revelator tells us here that
these 10 kings “have not yet received a
kingdom.” This means that neither the
kings nor their kingdoms referred to in
this verse had yet existed either at or by
the time that Apostle John wrote the
Book of Revelation (approx. 90—95 AD).
As such, we can validly draw some
conclusions from Revelation 17:12: Any
nation today that existed at or prior to
the time of John’s prophecy can therefore
not qualify as one of the 10 final kings …
in other words, one of the final 10 nations. If we apply this principle, it reveals
that such nations as China, India, Persia
and perhaps others will not be part of the
final 10-king world power coalition. (In
the past, we have named this group the
Global Power Coalition.)
China already existed in New Testament times. According to historians, the
Han Dynasty, a predecessor to modernday China, was in power at the time of
John’s prophecies. The same may be concluded for the nation of Japan.
The nation referred to as “Hodu” (India … earlier named Hindustan) in the
Bible had already existed much earlier.
The book of Esther confirms the exis-
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tence of Hodu at the time of Xerxes. The
record of Hodu before then, however, is
not clear. Crucially, therefore, we discover here that most of these large and
influential Asian nations that we observe
today, will not be part of the last-day
rulership represented on the 7th head of
the beasts shown in Revelation 12, 13
and 17 … the 10 kings. According to our
understanding of Scripture, most of the
10 kings will be from Europe.

Thoughts to Ponder
What light could the information that we
reviewed possibly shed on our times today? For one, without a doubt, there indeed will be “Kings of the East” that
fulfill their action as described in Revelation 16:12, confirming their existence at
that time. However, we expect that these
nations will be dominated by the 10
kings, as the 7th head that they represent
is the final power that then rules over the
entire world with the Antichrist (see
Daniel 7).
Beyond the certainty that these nations
will not be part of the world ruling order
at the time that Antichrist assumes global
control, we can only attempt a few additional speculative scenarios.
One that appears plausible is that the
formation of the final 10 kings may very
well be a counter strategy to the perceived threats and aggressive actions of
other global players, these very possibly
including the Kings of the East.
There is no doubt that China is strategically placed geographically, allowing it to
become a naval power that can control
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While it surely is factual and significant that economic and geopolitical
power has begun to be more widely distributed around the world away
from the Roman-type nations (this potentially an important alignment
with endtime prophecy), consensus predictions that the Asian nations
will dominate the world are not likely to be correct.
much of Asia. A number of geographers
and geo-strategists have long thought this
to be the case. As it happens, China today
has sharply increased its spending on its
naval capabilities.
Scripture seems to indicate that the
Kings of the East are an opposition force
… an aggressor. They rise up, crossing the
Euphrates River against an unknown enemy. The catalysts may be economic or
geopolitical. We simply do not know.
The 10 kings, on the other hand, come
together to collect power to then give it to
the Antichrist. The Bible tells us that,
“These have one mind, and shall give
their power and strength unto the beast”
(Revelation 17:13). It is possible that the
specter we see developing in Asia today
could very well be the world power dynamic that hastens the formation of the 10
kings. If so, the time may already be very
short.
While it surely is factual and significant
that economic and geopolitical power has
begun to be more widely distributed
around the world away from the Romantype nations (this potentially an important alignment with endtime prophecy),
consensus predictions that the Asian nations will dominate the world are not
likely to be correct.
At the same time, the emergence of certain Asian countries to greater world
prominence plays an integral and necessary part in the events and trends that lead
to the conditions of the upcoming Tribulation period.

Using our diagnostical list, examining
the rise of Asia, six tell-tale characteristics
of a “last-day season phenomena” can be
observed: 1. Recency … a trend observed
after 1948; 2. Seeming improbability and
inexplicability of its occurrence … at least
at first; 3. Evidence of acceleration;
4. Global impact; 5. Humanist agenda;
6. Suddenness and rapidity; and, above
all, Bible prophecy.
Though very few specific events may be
pinpointed from Bible prophecy, Asia’s influence and likely endtime roles can also
be discerned through deduction. As in astronomy, “black holes” are not directly
visible, but they can be discerned through
their impact on other celestial bodies. In
the same way, we can observe trends in
the Middle East and the Roman-heritage
world, informed by both facilitating and
parallel developments in other parts of the
world.
In any case, the speed of change and
the nature of the developments underway
in Asia today are simply astounding. Following the lead of other Asian countries,
we see that a sleeping giant—China—has
been awakened in the past half-century.
The rise of Asia qualifies as a “significant event,” and as we have shown,
broadly aligns with Bible prophecy. MC

ENDNOTE
1

James H. Strong, Exhaustive Concordance, p. 5515.
“Sinim is a distant Oriental region.”
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David is depicted giving a
penitential psalm in this
1860 woodcut by Julius
Schnorr von Carolsfeld

Prayer for Pardon:
A Penitential Psalm
– Reflections on the Psalms, Part 5
Dr. Ron J. Bigalke
Psalm 51 is one of seven penitential psalms (the 6th, 32nd, 38th, 102nd, 130th,
and 143rd) that give expression to feelings of contrition. The psalms are named
penitential (or psalms of confession) based upon references to them as a group in
Cassiodorus’ (ca. 485-585 AD) massive exposition of the psalms. During times
when believers wish to express repentance (or in various liturgical services), it is
appropriate to give attention to the seven penitential psalms.
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David composed this psalm when Nathan the prophet confronted him
subsequent to his sin with Bathsheba. The psalmist’s innermost thoughts are
described as he expressed his sorrow for sin.

T

he overall messianic message of the
Psalter is the reason why the penitential psalms can be read in view of the
songs of the suffering servant (Isa 40—55). In
this regard, they have been used traditionally
for meditation and prayer. Psalm 51 is a
lament of the sinner, yet it is also a song describing anguish; in this sense there is relation
to the songs of the suffering servant. The universality of God is a prominent theme in those
psalms celebrating the kingship of Yahweh (Ps
47, 93, 95—99). One could understand the
general theological emphasis of the Psalms as
being similar to Isaiah 40—55, because they
develop Old Testament theology to express
God’s universality, especially in view of divine
intervention. As present circumstances recall
God’s deliverance and power in the past, there
is the constant reminder that the Lord is
presently active for His people.
Psalm 51 is the first of a series of psalms
with superscriptions attributed to David (the
66th, 67th, and 71st are exceptions), which
conclude Book 2 (the 42nd through 72nd).
Many of the superscriptions have enlightening
biographical notes. The heading of Psalm 51
indicates it to be “A Contrite Sinner’s Prayer
for Pardon.” David composed this psalm
when Nathan the prophet confronted him
subsequent to his sin with Bathsheba. The
psalmist’s innermost thoughts are described as
he expressed his sorrow for sin.
Prayer for Gracious Cleansing
David appealed to God (Elohim) to cleanse
him because of God’s “lovingkindness” and
“compassion” (Ps 51:1). The fact that David
addressed the Lord as Elohim rather than Yahweh possibly indicates that he knew God’s forgiveness was neither deserved nor merited.

The Lord graciously made a covenant with
David, and that promise forms the basis of
the first messianic psalm (the 2nd). The Davidic Covenant did threaten punishment for
sin, but not the removal of God’s lovingkindness (2 Sam 7:14-16). In Psalm 51, the grace
of God that is the basis for the Davidic
Covenant is extended to David himself.
David was ever cognizant of his “transgressions” (Ps 51:1). His feelings of guilt
were heightened because he attempted to
conceal his sin (vv. 3-4). Psalm 32 describes
David’s profound unrest in his innermost being. He proposed the need to confess his sin,
and verse 5 is a brief statement of that confession. Psalm 51, however, is one of the
most graphic depictions of confession, emphasizing the importance of true repentance.
David did not utter any words of excuse, but
acknowledged the nature of his sin. Second
Samuel 11—12 reveals how David’s sin
harmed others, yet he recognized that his
transgression was not just against Bathsheba
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Prayer for Pardon: A Penitential Psalm (Reflections on the Psalms, Part 5)
Having confessed his sin, David asked for God to purify him inwardly (vv. 6-9).
Being purified with hyssop (v. 7) is an allusion to the cleansing of a leper.
or Uriah; rather, the primary offense was fundamentally against God.
He acknowledged that the ultimate reason
for his sin was a corrupt heart, saying, “I was
brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my
mother conceived me” (v. 5). David entered
the world as a sinner in nature long prior to
him being a transgressor in action. His internal corruption predated his birth, when he
was conceived in his mother’s womb. The
transfer of the guilt and sin of Adam was imputed to him at the moment of conception.
The reason for David’s sin was the consequence of being a sinner by nature. Sinful acts
occur because every human being is born
with an entirely depraved nature.
Having confessed his sin, David asked for
God to purify him inwardly (vv. 6-9). Being
purified with hyssop (v. 7) is an allusion to the
cleansing of a leper. In the case of leprosy, hyssop was dipped in blood and sprinkled seven
times on the leprous individual (Lev 14:6-7),
which symbolized cleansing by sacrificial
death (cf. Heb 9:22). David regarded himself
as a spiritual leper who was desperately in
need of divine cleansing, for only then would
he become “whiter than snow” (Ps 51:7).
Having been cleansed from his sin, David
could regain the “joy and gladness” of salvation and the Holy Spirit would not depart
from him (vv. 8-11). David’s request concerning the Holy Spirit is unnecessary today
(though one may perhaps be in anguish and
feel that way), because the Holy Spirit permanently indwells every believer (John 14:17;
Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 6:19-20). While the Holy
Spirit will never depart from a New Testament
believer, a Christian may lose the opportunity
to serve the Lord, resulting in loss (cf. 1 Cor
3:10-15; 9:27; 2 John 8; Rev 2:5).
Sin in a believer’s life is not inconsequential.
Unconfessed sin will result in loss of intimate
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fellowship with the Lord and thus deny one
the joy of salvation (Ps 32:3-4). God is gracious in His discipline toward the one He
loves (Prov 3:12; Heb 12:6; Rev 3:19). If a believer is unrepentant, that sin can lead to loss
of physical wellbeing or even death (Acts 5; 1
Cor 11:28-30; 1 John 5:16-17). The Holy
Spirit is grieved and His power quenched
when a believer fails to confess sin. Nothing
can be accomplished without the Lord’s abiding life (John 15:1-7).
Old Testaments believers were spiritually
alive (regenerated), though none were Spirit
baptized. Moreover, the Holy Spirit only indwelt some with an indwelling that was not
permanent. Prior to Pentecost (Acts 2), the
Holy Spirit would empower some believers,
and might even depart from Old Testament
believers (cf. 1 Sam 16:13-14). David prayed
not to experience God’s rejection (Ps 51:11),
perhaps thinking of Saul in his request.
Darby believed Psalm 51:11 to be prophetic
of the believing Jewish remnant during the
time of the Tribulation. They will confess their
guilt for having shed the blood of Jesus Christ.
He wrote, “This repentance of Israel, as so
constantly taught in scripture (see Acts iii.), is
the path to Zion’s blessing there. . . . In these
two psalms (the 1st and 51st) we have the
separative judgment in Israel connected with
wickedness, sin against Jehovah—a judgment
which is real deliverance for the remnant; and
now (when He has appeared) the full confession, and that even of having shed the blood
of the Saviour.”1
Prayer for Restoration to
Fellowship
David never lost his salvation, but he did lose
the joy of it. God was not delivering him from
present distresses as He did previously, so
David pleaded with God for the restoration of
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Personal prayer culminated in an appeal for the nation. The psalmist knew a
relationship exists between his personal holiness as the king of Israel, and the
blessings that God would bestow upon the nation.
God’s power to him. David knew that he deserved God’s discipline, and recognized that
he would suffer if the Lord did not accept his
confession. He feared being rejected from
serving God, so he pleaded with the Lord to
restore to him the joy of his salvation (Ps
51:12a).
Sin and joy are mutually exclusive; thus, in
a spirit of true contrition, David prayed for “a
clean heart,” “a steadfast spirit” (v. 10), the
“Holy Spirit” (v. 11), and “a willing spirit” (v.
12b). David needed to be renewed internally
so he could obey God’s Word and persevere in
holiness. He wanted to be an entirely different
person from who he was in the past. As opposed to persisting in sin, David wanted to
serve God joyfully and willingly. The most
fundamental evidence of genuine repentance
is transformation by the renewing of the mind
(Rom 12:1-2).
The evidence for David’s restoration to fellowship would be a revitalized concern for
God (i.e. His will and work). David knew that
God is supremely interested in the inner purity of His people (Ps 51:16-17). He was restored to a state of purity before God, and only
then could David admonish sinners and be
used by the Lord for their conversion. Once
forgiven, David said, “Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will be converted to You” (v. 13).
Restoration was not the final objective, for
David would help others receive God’s forgiveness as he did. He would then sing aloud the
praises of the Lord God (vv. 14-15). Some
wrongly conclude that Christ’s atonement for
their sins means His divine cleansing of them
does not relate to whether they sin or not, because they are forgiven. Certainly, it is true
that believers’ sins are forgiven and God’s
grace unceasingly cleanses them (cf. 1 John

1:7, 9); yet it is impossible to persist in sin that
grace may abound (cf. Rom 6:1-4). Brokenness toward sin and humility before God are
expressions of genuine confession. Psalm
51:16-17 declares that God does not “delight
in sacrifice” from a person who is not “broken” and “contrite.”
Personal prayer culminated in an appeal for
the nation. The psalmist knew a relationship
exists between his personal holiness as the
king of Israel, and the blessings that God
would bestow upon the nation. The sins of
leaders affect themselves and others. The significance of verses 18-19 is the identification
of the nation with their own sinfulness, and
the need for divine grace resulting in God bestowing joy.
The final two verses of Psalm 51 were likely
added during the exile, probably when all the
psalms were being combined as one book.
When the nation suffered defeat and exile because of their sin, Jerusalem’s walls were
breached and sacrifices ceased. The psalmist
prayed, “By Your favor do good to Zion; build
the walls of Jerusalem” (v. 18), for then “righteous sacrifices” would resume (v. 19; cf. Deut
33:19). The heart must be consecrated prior
to sacrifice being righteous. God’s “favor” did
result in Jerusalem prospering under the
postexilic leadership of Zerubbabel and Nehemiah (cf. Neh 12:43). Psalm 51 reveals the
necessity of faith, humility, and repentance in
the believer’s life, and how the lives of others
are affected in that process. May all God’s people experience the ongoing joy of salvation,
and pray for a willing spirit to be sustained in
(1037)
the purpose and will of God.
ENDNOTE
1

John Nelson Darby, Synopsis of the Books of the Bible, 5 vols.
(Addison, IL: Bible Truth Publishers, 1979) 2:155.
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Sexual Immorality:
How Victory Is Possible
Stephan Beitze
Pornography, masturbation, adultery, and fornication define our society. How can
Christians remain pure, particularly when they are already involved in sin? Christ
gives us three steps to a way out. An explanation.

I

n Matthew 5:29 (ESV), the Lord Jesus
says, “If your right eye causes you to
sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it
is better that you lose one of your members
than that your whole body be thrown into
hell.” From this passage of Scripture, we
can see three clear instructions on how we
must face the danger of sin.
First, recognize it: “If your right eye
causes you to sin...”
We need to recognize the origin of the
problem. The Lord names the place where
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sin is reaching in: “your right eye.” When
we look at something (especially when it’s a
temptation), we usually do so with both
eyes. But the Lord is saying that we have to
specifically identify the source of the temptation. To free ourselves from the sin of impurity, we must first ask ourselves where,
exactly, sin is worming its way into our
lives.
When I speak with people who are
struggling with impurity, I start by asking
them the following questions: through
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The Lord names the place where sin is reaching in: “your right eye.” When we look
at something (especially when it’s a temptation), we usually do so with both eyes.
But the Lord is saying that we have to specifically identify the source of temptation.
which means, where, when, and why are
you falling? The most common answers
sound like these: the means: a screen, or
mobile phone. Location: in the bedroom, in
bed, or in the bathroom. Time: evenings,
when they’re alone. Of course, there are
other sources, places, and moments. When
an unmarried couple sins, it is usually
when they are unaccompanied. Yet others
give in to peer pressure (at school, work,
etc.). The reason: stress, loneliness, anger,
weariness, despondency when emotional
and physical needs go unmet, depression,
alcohol and drug use, etc.
The more specifically a Christian realizes
the root of his sin, the quicker and better
he can gain victory over it. Therefore, it’s
very important to analyze the situation as
profoundly and objectively as possible. The
believer must come to the point where he
recognizes, “My sin occurs in this place, at
this particular time, from this source, and
with this reason.”
The act must also be recognized as a sin.
The believer must admit he has a problem
that he’s struggling with. The enemy’s big
lie consists of convincing his slave that the
whole thing is no big deal, or that he can
stop anytime he wants. Instead, Christians
must call their sins by name: “I’m struggling with lust or addiction or pornography
(or whatever else), and I can’t get rid of it.”
This means that the first step to become
truly free is to admit that we’re not. We create the chains of sin for ourselves.
The sinner must realize that his sin attacks God, His holiness, and His honor. He
is neglecting God’s good plan for his life.
He’s neglecting his testimony and his vocation. The positive influence that he could
be having in his environment is absent. We

Christians should be the salt of the earth,
counteracting corruption. It’s time for the
bound man to become righteous and admit
his enslavement. His spiritual freedom is far
more important than concealing his secret.
Secrets have great power, and Satan knows
this only too well. When a sin is confessed, it
loses its power to enslave any longer. David
testifies to this truth in Psalm 32:3-4: “For
when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long. For day
and night you hand was heavy upon me; my
strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.”
It’s necessary to take responsibility for our
own actions. No one can make the excuse
that they were seduced, for example, by
other friends, society, or family members into
their own wrongdoing. Sin is personal. Each
person has to reach the point where he says,
“I’ve sinned in this instance…it’s my fault.”
The necessity of this realization also affects those who haven’t already fallen into the
sin of fornication: it’s important to recognize
where the dangers are lurking. Some believers deny the possibility of falling into it
themselves. They think, “This sort of thing
will never happen to me.” They think they’ve
mastered the issue. But the Bible says something else about it: “Therefore let anyone
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he
fall” (1 Cor 10:12).
Second, be radical: “tear it out and throw
it away…”
We should deal with the source of our
sin in the same way. Of course, the Lord
doesn’t mean that literally; His statement
has a very deep meaning, because we have
to break with the sin we’ve recognized in
our lives in such a radical way. This means
that our convictions must be radical.
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Sexual Immorality: How Victory Is Possible
There are many sources that can lead to sexual impurity: stress, loneliness, anger,
weariness, despondency when emotional and physical needs go unmet,
depression, alcohol and drug use, etc.

We often toy with temptation. We think
about how far we can go without falling
into sin. We talk ourselves into believing
that there’s no danger in some activities,
since we haven’t sinned yet. But this attitude is like dancing on the edge of a cliff. It
can be fine for a while, but without paying
attention, the balancing dancer will slip
and fall. Instead of saying, “What’s wrong
with that?” we should be asking, “What’s
the good of it?” and decide to stay as far as
possible from the temptation. As the apostle Paul tells Timothy, “flee youthful temptations and pursue righteousness…” (2
Tim 2:22).
The story of the young Joseph is wellknown. When he was tempted by
Potiphar’s wife, he said, “How then can I do
this great wickedness and sin against
God?” (Gen 39:9). He fled. But that decision has to be made in advance. It has to be
a conviction of our thinking. If that’s not
the case, and we suddenly find ourselves in
the midst of temptation (to which we may
often have yielded before), we won’t have
the strength to resist. So, if we’re not radical
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in our beliefs, we also won’t behave radically in our temptation.
Before the apostle Paul addresses the attitude that we should have toward various
sins, beginning in Ephesians 4:25, he admonishes us to change our minds, “to put
off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through
deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the
spirit of your minds” (Eph 4:22-23). The
New Living Translation reads, “let the
Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes.”
Some translations in other languages read,
“let yourself be changed in your thinking.”
Why does the Bible place so much value
on our thoughts? Proverbs 23:7 gives us an
answer: “For as he thinks in his heart, so is
he.” The Lord Jesus says that our thoughts
are as serious as our deeds, because we arrive at our deeds from our thoughts (Matt
5:27-28). In other words, we are what we
think. Therefore, our minds must be ready
for us to change. This radical conviction
also entails a radical commitment.
First, we have to confess sin. To confess
means “to say the same.” As mentioned
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The means: a screen, or mobile phone. Location: in the bedroom, in bed, or in the
bathroom. Time: Evenings, when we’re alone.
previously, we call sin by name and ask
God for forgiveness. We must recognize the
seriousness of sin. It can’t be explained
away or treated with levity. We have to see
it as radically as God does. After his sin
with Bathsheba, David prayed, “Have
mercy on me, O God, according to your
steadfast love; according to your abundant
mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse
me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me” (Ps
51:1-3).
So, our decision must be radical: after
confessing the sin, we commit radically to
the Lord and against sin. Job had made a
covenant with the Lord. He said, “I have
made a covenant with my eyes; how then
could I gaze at a virgin?” (Job 31:1). Here,
Job means the lustful gaze of which the
Lord Jesus also says, “But I say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery
with her in his heart” (Matt 5:28). So this
man, who was distinguished by his righteousness, made a covenant with his eyes
not to sin.
Third, renounce: “For it is better that
you lose one of your members…”
Finally, the Lord shows that it’s best to
renounce. Renunciation can occur in various areas.
We renounce places and objects. If we
know that a particular place is dangerous to
us, then we avoid it. Of course, we can
hardly avoid our bedroom, bathroom, or
bed. But we can, for example, avoid taking
our cell phone into them. Before we turn
on the computer, we can ensure that the
screen is facing an open door, or only use it
where other members of the household are
present. The cell phone can be left in the

kitchen rather than being brought into the
bedroom. If something is truly urgent, we’ll
hear the ringing eventually. Of course, it’s a
common excuse that we use our phones as
alarm clocks. But we could buy an actual
alarm clock.
We may have to give up certain friendships. There are relationships that don’t do
us any good. They have a negative impact
on our lives, be it through jokes, way of
speaking, videos sent to us, certain activities, etc. The apostle Paul is very clear in
comparing this to being unequally yoked
(2 Cor 6:14). The believer always comes
out the loser.
We could complain about losing various
friends, but this is about obedience. It is
written in Proverbs 4:14-16, “Do not enter
the path of the wicked, and do not walk in
the way of the evil. Avoid it; do not go on it;
turn away from it and pass on. For they
cannot sleep unless they have done wrong;
they are robbed of sleep unless they have
made someone stumble.”
There may also be certain habits that we
have to renounce. We may say, “This is the
way our family has always done it,” or, “I’m
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Sexual Immorality: How Victory Is Possible
“I’m in the habit of having a drink with colleagues.” But if it’s a habit that brings
us closer to sin, then we have to break with it.

in the habit of having a drink with colleagues.” But if it’s a habit that brings us
closer to sin, then we have to break with it.
Paul says that we are to control our bodies
in holiness and honor, “not in the passion
of lust like the Gentiles who do not know
God” (1 Thess 4:5).
We must renounce evil and replace it
with good. Ephesians 4:22-23 says that we
should get rid of the stinking clothes of our
old nature and change our mindset. And
then it says, “put on the new self, created
after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness” (verse 24).
After that, the apostle names some sins.
First, he emphasizes the things that Christians are no longer permitted to do. But, he
doesn’t stop there. The renunciation of sin
must be accompanied by filling the space
left by wrongdoing. It’s not just about not
sinning, but about doing the opposite. “But
sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among
you, as is proper among saints […] Therefore do not become partners with them; for
at one time you were darkness, but now
you are light in the Lord. Walk as children
of light” (Eph 5:3, 7-8).
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For example, when the pressure of sexual immorality is increasing, you should do
something besides what you’re currently
paying attention to and renouncing. You
could get some exercise, read the Bible or
good books, pray, visit or call someone else
in the faith, etc. This kind of strategy needs
to be planned in advance. Just as a general
is already planning a route for retreat before
the battle, we must also keep the door of
freedom open to escape from the prison of
impurity.
We must also renounce our feelings of
shame. One of the most difficult things for
someone living in impurity to do is to confess his sin to another. It’s incredibly difficult to humiliate yourself in front of
someone from your family or church, or a
pastor. Who wants to open his heart to the
point of vulnerability, revealing his deepest
secrets? But the Lord Jesus clearly says that
only the truth sets us free (John 8:31-32).
Freedom results from a truth that has been
found, recognized, and known. The apostle
Paul tells us, “Brothers, if anyone is caught
in any transgression, you who are spiritual
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.
Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be
tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and
so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal 6:1-2).
In order to free ourselves from the slavery of impurity, we need spiritual brothers
and sisters who are willing to bear our burden with us and stand by us with advice.
We can openly unpack our weaknesses,
temptations and failures, and find consolation, correction and guidance with them. If
we ask someone to hold us accountable, it
means giving them the right to ask all sorts
of unpleasant questions about our behavior. We give them the authority to talk
openly with us and correct us.
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The renunciation of sin must be accompanied by filling the space left by
wrongdoing. It’s not just about not sinning, but about doing the opposite.
Often, the barrier to sin is too low for us.
We jump over it too often. We’re aware that
God sees us, but it has happened so often.
This knowledge alone didn’t stop us. But if
we had to give an account to a spiritual peer
once a week, then the barrier to sin in our
lives would no doubt be a great deal higher.
Just the shame of confessing a sin again
makes us more cautious.
Incidentally, this trusted person’s role
isn’t to be a punitive police officer or judge,
but to have a brotherly interest in us. They
want to lovingly advise us to help us improve, so that we can finally live in victory.
Only fictional characters like Rambo or
James Bond can stand victorious against entire armies by themselves. The believer
needs the body of Christ, the church. We
need more of what is mentioned in Proverbs
12:18b: “the tongue of the wise brings healing.” Oh, how we need this medicine!
Of course, the medicine is bitter sometimes. It can really sting a wound. But it’s
necessary for healing to take place. We often avoid seeing the doctor for fear of what
the treatment might be like. The same thing
happens when we bring our problem to a
confidant in the church. We’re afraid to ask
for advice, because it would actually separate us from our beloved sin! Our pride dislikes rebuke. We often think we don’t need
it.
By contrast, how good it is to have someone to comfort us, to share our burden, to
help us when we fall, to wash our wounds
and help us find the right path! Solomon
very aptly said, “Two are better than one,
because they have a good reward for their
toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he
falls and has not another to lift him up!”
(Ecc 4:9-10).

We see a wonderful image of this in the
resurrection of Lazarus. The Lord Jesus
raised Lazarus from the dead and called
him out of the grave. Only Christ can give
new life (2 Cor 5:17). But then Jesus commanded something interesting: “‘Unbind
him, and let him go’” (John 11:44). Although Lazarus was alive, he couldn’t
move freely because he was still wrapped
in grave clothes. Maybe he hopped to the
exit of the tomb. Jesus raised Lazarus to
life, but He didn’t remove the clothes Himself. This was reserved for his sisters or
the bystanders.
This illustrates the situation that many
are in today. Stinking grave clothes wrap
around us and hinder us. The Lord has forgiven us of our sins, but we still have to
seek help from fellow believers to get rid of
certain attachments. Sometimes we think
or wish that God would send an angel from
heaven to tell us what to do and how to do
it. But the Lord actually gives us such angels: a friend, family member, or a member
of the church. We don’t have to be ashamed
to ask the right person for help. James encourages us, “confess your sins to each
other and pray for each other so that you
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous
person is powerful and effective” (James
5:16, NIV).
Renunciation brings blessings. Yes, today’s renunciation is tomorrow’s blessing!
The example of young Joseph especially
stands out. Although it looked at first like
he had drawn the short straw because he
wanted to preserve his integrity, God later
exalted him even more and blessed him
richly. God testifies, “Those who honor me
I will honor, but those who despise me will
be disdained” (1 Sam 2:30).
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Revelation’s First
Beatitude
Wim Malgo (1922-1992)
An interpretation of the last book of the Bible. Part 7. Revelation 1:3.

A

t the conclusion of Revelation’s
overwhelming introduction, the
first of the book’s seven Beatitudes
rings out (Rev 1:3). During His earthly
life, the Lord gave us 10 Beatitudes when
he spoke to the people of Israel on the
mountain. In Revelation, from heaven, he
gave seven:
1. “Blessed is he that readeth, and they
that hear the words of this prophecy, and
keep those things which are written
therein: for the time is at hand” (Rev 1:3).
2. “Blessed are the dead which die in
the Lord from henceforth” (Rev 14:13).
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3. “Blessed is he that watcheth” (Rev
16:15).
4. “Blessed are they which are called unto
the marriage supper of the Lamb” (Rev
19:9).
5. “Blessed and holy is he that hath part
in the first resurrection” (Rev 20:6).
6. “Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings
of the prophecy of this book” (Rev 22:7).
7. “Blessed are they that do his commandments” (Rev 22:14).
It’s notable that Revelation’s first Beatitude
contains a condition: “Blessed is he that
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“Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and
keep those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.”
readeth, and they that hear the words of
this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein.” It could actually be said to read, “Blessed are those who
read the Word, while listening and retaining.”
We must be clear that most believers at
that time were reliant on listening, because
typography had not yet been invented.
Since everything had to be laboriously
copied by hand, not everyone had an Old
Testament at their disposal. Apart from
that, some were also illiterate. The Scriptures, and later also the Apostles’ letters,
were therefore read aloud.

The English Standard Version translates
the first Beatitude this way: “Blessed is the
one who reads aloud the words of this
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear,
and who keep what is written in it, for the
time is near.” Proper listening is presupposed in Revelation anyway, since it says
repeatedly, “He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
We are indeed privileged to have a
Bible! Are you using it? If you lack understanding, then pray about it. The Lord will
grant you increased insight. Read, listen,
and keep it in your heart, and you will be
blessed.
(MR0819/1025)

A perfect gift for all who love

Israel!
Looking at these glorious
pictures of Israel, you will be
reminded daily to “Pray for the
peace of Jerusalem,” with the
knowledge that “they shall
prosper that love thee”
(Psalm 122:6). Also, this
calendar makes an excellent gift
for family, friends, coworkers and
church members.

Order extra copies today!
3 12 Month Calendar: January 2020
through December 202o
3 Beautiful, full-color pictures of the Holy Land
3 Room for notes
3 Jewish days and months, as well as holidays
3 Wall model with central poster

ISRAEL CALENDAR 2020 ITEM #9079
28 pgs. • Format: 11.61” x 8.66”

$5 CLEARANCE $3

WORLD

The Global Fertility Crash
At least two children per woman—
that’s what’s needed to ensure a
stable population from generation
to generation. In the 1960s, the
fertility rate was five live births per
woman. By 2017 it had fallen to
2.43, close to that critical threshold.

growth is vital for the world
L Population
economy. It means more workers to

build homes and produce goods, more consumers to buy things and spark innovation,
and more citizens to pay taxes and attract
trade. While the world is expected to add
more than 3 billion people by 2100, according
to the United Nations, that’ll likely be the high
point. Falling fertility rates and aging populations will mean serious challenges that will be
felt more acutely in some places than others.
Government attempts to manage population growth are nothing new—consider the
generous paid maternal leave of the Scandinavian countries or China’s recently rescinded
one-child policy, each relatively effective in
achieving its stated goal—but a new sense of
urgency and even desperation is creeping into
the search for ways to reverse the current
trends. That said, achieving robust population
growth is by no means the only contributor to
economic growth—in some countries toohigh fertility may actually be a drag on GDP,
because of higher costs. But as these indicators suggest, it can be an important tailwind.
Productivity gains can make up some of the
gaps as populations taper off and begin to
shrink, but it's a much more challenging way
to grow an economy and may not be sustainable over time: For most of the countries in
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the OECD’s study, the relative contribution of
productivity to growth has fallen over time.
Ultimately, no country will be left untouched
by demographic decline. Governments will
have to think creatively about ways to manage
population, whether through state-sponsored
benefits or family-planning edicts or discrimination protections, or else find their own path
to sustainable economic growth with ever
fewer native-born workers, consumers, and
entrepreneurs.
-www.bloomberg.com, 31 October 2019

Commentary: The alarmists from several
decades ago, who warned of the world’s
overpopulation, are now found to be in error.
Japan, for example, as well as many of the rich
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European nations, already
is sounding alarm bells,
showing statistics of a declining population. Europe
has opened its borders to
refugees, with almost five
million added to the population count. While nationalists strongly oppose
immigrants, United Nations
statistics clearly point out they are needed.
In the meantime, the much-feared explosion of crime because of foreigners has not
materialized either. The opposite is true;
crime continues to decrease virtually
throughout all of Europe.
For the Church, it’s a wonderful opportunity to present the gospel of grace to
those who are in bondage to their religions
and—due to their migration—are likely
disillusioned and therefore more open to
the gospel. Several reliable reports clearly
show that many Muslims are breaking
through to a living faith in Jesus Christ the
Lord.
While openly-practiced missionary activity has become increasingly difficult in many
parts of the world, millions are being added to
the Church in Africa and Asia—even in communist China, where some estimate the
Christian population to be more than 10% of
the total population. Such is wonderful news,
and it reminds us
again of the words
of our Lord Jesus
Christ, “I will build
my church.”

7134

(See The Sure Foundation
of the Church,
#1066, $18.50.)

Item

ease and cancer have dropped by about 15% between 2007 to 2017. Deaths from strokes for
both men and women are down 13.6%, mainly
due to better prevention, diagnosis and treatment, according to the report.

USA

Health Report Shows
Growing Despair
Life expectancy at birth for males
declined to 76.1 years in 2017
from 76.5 in 2014, according to
the data. At age 65, men are projected to live another 18.1 years
compared with 20.6 years for
women.

Life expectancy has been falling across
L demographics
in America. The estimates

for whites, blacks and Hispanics fell to 78.5,
74.9 and 81.8 respectively by 2017, after having
peaked in 2012 or 2014 for those groups.
The decline in life expectancy is occurring in
part due to deaths from despair. From 2007 to
2017, the mortality rate from drug overdoses increased 82%, to 21.7 deaths from 11.9 per
100,000. Over the same 10-year period, suicide
rates increased 24%, to 14.0 deaths from 11.3
per 100,000 resident population.
Many Americans are suffering from poor
health. About one third of adults suffer from a

RUSSIA

Putin Calls for ‘Moral
Rules’ to Control Killer
Robots
Inventor Elon Musk, scientist
Stephen Hawking, and even 60s
rocker Roger Daltrey have
sounded warnings about the
dangers of artificial intelligence.

-finance.yahoo.com, 30 October 2019

condition that limits functionality, which is a concern as the population ages. The number of
adults age 65 and over struggling with poor
health, which impacts families and increases
pressure on health services and social care, increased from 14.7 million in 2010 to 20.4 million
in 2017.
Adults with low income were more likely to delay, or not receive, needed medical care due to
cost. While 7.4% of Americans delayed or did not
receive needed medical care due to the cost involved, that figure is down from 10.9% in 2010.
On a per capita basis, Americans spent $10,739
on health expenditures in 2017.
There is some good news in the report too.
Though heart disease remains the most common cause of death—death rates from heart dis-

L has added his voice to the call for a set
Now Russian President Vladimir Putin

of international guidelines to control the powerful new technology.
Speaking at the AI Journey conference in
Moscow, Putin said: “Discussion is currently underway on social aspects and implications of the use of artificial
intelligence. It is a very important issue.
“I suggest that the professional community and companies should contemplate
drawing up a set of moral rules for interaction between humans and artificial intelligence.”
Pointing out that “human beings are the
highest value,” he added: “Technology must
not be invented for the sake of technology.
“Our main goal is sustainable and harmonious development, a higher life quality and
new opportunities for citizens.”

Commentary: This report card is alarming; in
virtually all developed countries, life expectancy continues to grow, yet in the
USA, it seems to decline. Israel spends less
than $3,000 per person per year on healthcare, compared to the over $10,000 per person in America. Yet life expectancy in
Israel has now reached 83 years, in comparison with 78.9 for the USA.
Nevertheless, in the end, there is no difference, for the Bible
says: “…it is appointed unto men once
to die, but after this the
judgment” (Hebrews
9:27).
7135
(See When Death Comes, Item
#1056, SALE $6.50.)

Concerns have also been raised that, once
full AI has been achieved, future artificial intelligence may question whether they need
humans and there are fears they could even
go to war against us.
Both Russia and China are racing ahead
with the development of militarized AI and
Putin himself has previously said that
“whoever becomes the leader in this
sphere will become the ruler of the
world.”
Elon Musk and Google DeepMind’s
Mustafa Suleyman were among the signatories of an open letter to the UN calling for a
ban on AI battlefield robots.
They said that the development of ‘killer
robots’ would be a “third revolution in warfare”—as game-changing in scope as the
envelopment of gunpowder and nuclear
weapons were in their time.
(continued next page)
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Killer Robots

(continued from page 29)

“Once developed, they will permit armed
conflict to be fought at a scale greater than
ever, and at timescales faster than humans
can comprehend,” they said.
“These can be weapons of terror, weapons
that despots and terrorists use against innocent populations, and weapons hacked to behave in undesirable ways.”
-www.dailystar.co.uk, 11 November 2019

Commentary: The fear of artificial-intelligence-powered killer robots is not science
fiction, but documented in Revelation 9.
There we find recorded the result of the
fifth angel, who sounds his trumpet of
judgment, whereupon the bottomless pit is
opened. We read in verses 3-11: “And
there came out of the smoke locusts upon
the earth: and unto them was given power,
as the scorpions of the earth have power.
And it was commanded them that they
should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but
only those men which have not the seal of
God in their foreheads. And to them it was
given that they should not kill them, but
that they should be tormented five months:
and their torment was as the torment of a
scorpion, when he striketh a man. And in
those days shall men seek death, and shall
not find it; and shall desire to die, and death
shall flee from them. And the shapes of the
locusts were like unto horses prepared unto
battle; and on their heads were as it were
crowns like gold, and their faces were as
the faces of men. And they had hair as the
hair of women, and their teeth were as the
teeth of lions. And they had breastplates, as
it were breastplates of iron; and the sound
of their wings was as the sound of chariots
of many horses running to battle. And they
had tails like unto scorpions, and there
were stings in their tails: and their power
was to hurt men five months. And they had
a king over them, which is the angel of the

30

M I D N I G H T

C A L L

bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue
hath his name Apollyon.” These demonic
“locusts” are not manmade; they are judgment from God. Joel 2:7-8 adds: “They
shall run like mighty men; they shall climb
the wall like men of war; and they shall
march every one on his ways, and they
shall not break their ranks: Neither shall
one thrust another; they shall walk every
one in his path: and
when they fall upon
the sword, they shall
not be wounded.”

7129

(See The Non-Prophet’s Guide
to the Book of Revelation,
Item #2361, $16.99.)

SOUTH KOREA

Computer Cannot Be Defeated, Says Grandmaster
The only human ever to beat
Google’s computer algorithm at
the ancient Chinese strategy game
Go decided to retire because he is
convinced machines “cannot be
defeated,” a report said.

world Go champion lost all
L butTheone18-time
encounter in the series, but re-

mains the only person to have won a game
against AlphaGo.
The machines have since developed much
further—an updated self-teaching version of
the algorithm beat its predecessor 100 games
to none.
Go originated in China 3,000 years ago and
has been played for centuries—mostly in
China, Japan and South Korea.
The rules are simple—two players take
turns placing black or white stones on a square
board with a 19x19 grid. Whoever captures the
most territory wins.
But the strategies needed to secure victory
are complex, and there are said to be more
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possible move configurations than atoms in
the universe.
Considered one of the greatest Go players
of the modern era, Lee started playing at the
age of five and turned pro just seven years
later.
-news.yahoo.com, 27 November 2019

Commentary: We are racing toward the time
when machines, built by man, will have
the upper hand. Many of us barely realize
that our industries, such as travel or purchasing, are mostly controlled by the computer. You must possess a valid passport,
but you will not enter any country unless
the computer verifies that passport. If the
computer fails, the entire internet system
collapses. Indeed, it is much later than we
think.
The accuracy of machines cannot be defeated. So, what does the future hold?
Equalization—algorithms, for example.
Howtogeek.com answers the question,
“What is an algorithm?” with: “An algorithm, for the non-programmers among us,
is a set of instructions that take an input, A,
and provide an output, B, that changes the
data involved in some way. Algorithms
have a wide variety of applications. In
math, they can help calculate functions
from points in a data set, among much
more advanced things.” In other words, information and calculations are instantly
available. The libraries of the world are at
our fingertips, and that information will
aid in the race toward the full unity of
mankind.
As Bible believers, we must always
keep in mind that prophecy has to be fulfilled. All the world will
marvel at Satan’s masterpiece, Antichrist, and all
will worship the image.
That means the world
must become one. 7142

(See One World, Item #2203,
$15.99.)
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Can Israel Win a War
against Iran?

Why Passwords Don’t Work
Identity theft is at an all-time high
in the UK. The UK’s fraud prevention service CIFAS recorded
190,000 cases in the past year, as
our increasingly digitized lives
make it easier than ever for fraudsters to get their hands on our
personal information.

L

So how should we keep our identities
secure online? The first line of defense
is, more often than not, a password.
Microsoft announced last year that the company planned to kill off the password, using biometrics or a special security key.
IT research firm Gartner predicts that by
2022, 60% of large businesses and almost all
medium-sized companies will have cut their dependence on passwords by half.
Not only would getting rid of passwords improve security, it would also mean IT departments would not have to spend valuable time
and money resetting forgotten passwords.
New rules laid down by the EU [include] the
updated Payment Services Directive, known as
PSD2, [that would] require businesses to use at
least two factors when authenticating a customer’s identity.
Biometrics offer a more frictionless consumer experience, but has been held back by
the need for specialized equipment. With the latest smartphones, many of us now carry the
necessary hardware in our pockets. Research
by Deloitte has found that a fifth of UK residents
own a smartphone capable of scanning fingerprints, and that number is rising fast.
Yet just as our personal data is vulnerable to
thieves, biometric information can also be
stolen. In September, Chinese researchers at a
cybersecurity conference in Shanghai showed it
was possible to capture someone’s fingerprints
from a photo taken from several meters away.
If you think resetting your password is difficult, try changing your fingerprints.

ISRAEL

To boost security, companies are increasingly relying on multiple factor authentication
(MFA) which seeks to identify people using as
many different ways as possible.
“Is biometrics going to replace passwords?
No, a combination of factors is going to replace
passwords, we are and we should be moving
toward this,” says Ali Niknam, chief executive of
Bunq, a mobile banking service.
Yet there is a risk that this sort of multi-factor
authentication, while secure, will make the authentication process even more opaque. If you
don’t know what is being used to identify you
online, how can you protect that information?
-www.bbc.com, 29 October 2019

Commentary: Identity is just what we may call
an evolution toward the ultimate identity, as
recorded in Scripture: “And that no man
might buy or sell, save he that had the mark,
or the name of the beast, or the number of
his name” (Revelation 13:17). To implement such an elaborate system, the world
will have to be more unified. And here
comes Mr. Merchandiser, who has already
created a global market. There are only
some little stumbling stones to be taken out
of the way.
Happy is he who has his identity recorded
in heaven, where his citizenship is guaranteed eternally: “Now therefore ye are no
more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and
of the household of God”
(Ephesians 2:19).
7123

(See Revelation 13: Satan’s Last Victory, Item #1067, $11.95.)

As tensions mount between Israel
and Iran, with senior defense officials warning of increased threats
posed by the Islamic Republic,
does the IDF have what it takes to
win the coming war?

In an attempt to degrade Iran’s
L weapons,
Israel has been carrying out

a “war-between-wars” campaign since 2013
against Iranian and Hezbollah targets. This
past year saw the most operational activity in
that campaign since it began, on all borders
and beyond.
While the campaign has been effective, the
increased instability in the Middle East, as
well as Iran’s continuous progress on its
long-range precision missile project, has led
the IDF to reassess the chances for direct
confrontation.
The IAF—the strongest air force in the region—needs to procure new fighter jets, helicopters and refuelers to win a war against a
foe more than 2,000 km. away.
The majority of the IAF’s aircraft are between 30 to 50 years old, and a deal to purchase new planes will reportedly cost $11
billion.
In addition to the fifth generation F-35I, Israel is in dire need of new fighter aircraft before the current ones reach the end of their life
cycle, which is creeping ever closer. Most of
the IAF’s F-15s are more than 30 years old.
The majority were acquired in the second half
of the 1970s while a more advanced
squadron of F-15s arrived two decades later.
The IAF is leaning toward a mix of both the
F-35s and F-15Is, allowing them to carry out
multiple complex operations, including any
possible confrontation with Iran on its borders.
A comparison by international defense site
Global Firepower (GFP) found that Israel’s mil(continued next page)
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EU

European Court Insists on
Israeli Settlement
Labeling
Retailers must mark food made in
Israeli settlements with special labels, the European Union’s highest court has ruled, in a decision
that could affect products found
on British shelves.

The ruling concludes a long-running
L case
brought by Psagot, a winemaker

based in a West Bank settlement north of
Jerusalem, which was challenging labeling requirements in France.
“Foodstuffs originating in the territories occupied by the State of Israel must bear the indication of their territory of origin,” the
Luxembourg-based court said in a statement,
adding that if it they came from a settlement,
they must carry an “indication of that provenance.”
The West Bank and East Jerusalem were
captured by Israel during the Six Day War in
1967, and the first settlements were established shortly afterwards.
Today nearly 700,000 Israelis live in both
areas, amounting to nearly a tenth of Israel’s
entire Jewish population.
The international community, including
Britain, considers the territory to be occupied

War against Iran

by Israel and opposes settlement construction.
Rabbi Menachem Margolin from the European Jewish Association said the policy was
“purely discriminatory against the world’s
only Jewish state” while the Lawfare Project,
a pro-Israel legal think-tank, said it was an
“embarrassing” ruling that codified religious
discrimination.
“There is no reason for products produced
by Muslims and Jews in the same geographic
place to be labeled differently,” said Brooke
Goldstein, the organization’s director.
“In fact, treating people differently because
of their religion is the definition of bigotry and
we know what happens when Europe goes
down that track.”
-www.thejc.com, 12 November 2019

Commentary: The conflict is summarized by
the simple statement of the European
Union, and for that matter the whole world:
Israel has no right to Judea and Samaria, as

(continued from page 31)

itary has slipped below its arch-nemesis, Iran,
in the ranking of military powers, coming in at
17 versus 14.
According to GFP, Israel’s military personnel stands at an estimated 615,000 compared
to Iran’s 934,000. But Iran’s population at
83,000,000 is nearly 10 times larger than Israel’s 9,100,000.
While Tehran has said that its missile program is defensive in nature and provides deterrent capabilities, Israel and the United
States have repeatedly warned that the mis-
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winemaker (Photo: Flash90)
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siles being tested by Tehran may carry nuclear warheads.
-www.jpost.com, 29 October 2019

Commentary: Up to this point, no direct military confrontation between Iran and Israel
has occurred. While Israel’s military machine has significant experience, the same
cannot be said for Iran.
Is Israel in danger? The nation was, is,
and always will be in danger. Here
Zechariah 12:9 is significant: “And it shall
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well as all of Jerusalem. That’s one thing
virtually all nations of the world are in
agreement with. How this will affect Israel
and the subdivisions they have built is yet
unclear, but we know from the past that
whenever Israel was put in a corner, it was
to their advantage in the long run.
Here we must again and loudly emphasize, all nations of the world—particularly
the ones on the new continent of America
(North and South), as well as Australia and
New Zealand and a number of other nations—have been established by the force
of weapons. The European colonial powers
came, they saw, they conquered, and subjected the native population to their demands, laws, customs, and justice system.
But today, something has changed; when
Israel conquers territory, through the shedding of the blood of its soldiers, they are
not allowed to take possession of the land,
because of so-called international law.
Regarding the Jews and the land of Israel, Zechariah 8:8 reads, “And I will bring
them, and they shall
dwell in the midst of
Jerusalem: and they
shall be my people,
and I will be their
God, in truth and in
righteousness.” 7132

(See Why Jerusalem Is Jewish,
Item #1070, $2.)

come to pass in that day, that I will seek to
destroy all the nations that come against
Jerusalem.”
Based on Bible prophecy, it is not Iran
alone, but the whole world is against Israel,
as we can read in Zechariah 12:3: “And in
that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all people: all that burden
themselves with it shall be cut in pieces,
though all the people of the earth be gath7136
ered together against it.”
(See ISIS, Iran, Israel and the End of Days, Item #2283, $15.99.)

CHINA

Communists Gaining an
Edge in AI?
“China is betting on AI and investing in AI and deploying AI on a
scale no other country is doing,”
says Abishur Prakash, a futurist and
author of books about the effect of
artificial intelligence (AI) on
geopolitics.

As developments in AI accelerate,
L some
in the US fear that the ability of

China’s powerful central government to marshal data and pour resources into the field will
push it ahead.
The country has announced billions in funding for start-ups, launched programs to woo
researchers from overseas and streamlined its
data policies.
It has announced news-reading robots and
AI-powered strategy for foreign relations. Perhaps most alarming to the US are its efforts to
incorporate it into its military.
In the last few years, Washington has toughened oversight of Chinese investments, banned
US firms from doing business with certain Chinese companies and increased criminal prosecution of alleged technology theft.
The White House has also pressed universities to review their relationships with Chinese
partners and threatened to restrict student
visas. It is even said to be looking at rules
against certain US investments in China—once
nearly unthinkable in free-market America.
[In 2018], Chinese investment in the US
dropped to $4.8bn (£3.7bn)—its lowest level
since 2011—while US investment in China
dipped from $14bn to $13bn, according to the
Rhodium Group's annual report.
High-profile Chinese firms, like insurance giant Anbang and Kai-Fu Lee’s Sinovation Ventures, have reportedly sold or scaled back US
operations, while China’s Huawei and ZTE have
suffered serious losses after being subject to
US bans.
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The US and China are racing to capitalize
on AI (GETTY IMAGES)

“To start thinking about putting up export
control walls around the US could be as damaging to the US research enterprise as anything that a foreign adversary might try to do
to us. I hope we will act rationally and not just
out of fear,” said professor Tom Mitchell.
American national plans have also called
for boosting investment, reforming the immigration system and improving education, but
those are much more difficult to achieve,
says William Carter, deputy director of technology policy at Washington’s Center for
Strategic and International Studies.
“Being hard on China is an easy political
sell,” he says, but warns that, “I think we’re
shooting ourselves in the foot in a lot of
ways.”
As artificial intelligence technologies drive
debates over values like surveillance and privacy, free speech and censorship, conflicts
between the two countries are likely to increase, says Nicholas Wright, a fellow at the
New America think tank in Washington, who
has worked with the US and UK governments.
“To some extent, this is just a generic challenge, where you have a new set of technologies and whomever manages to implement
them first and best will gain an advantage...
but then there’s also another set of issues
which is to do with the specifics of these new
digital technologies,” he says.
For now, it may take artificial intelligence to
know how the race will end.
-www.bbc.com, 12 November 2019
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Commentary: Repeatedly we have pointed to
communist China’s success. Many of our
readers have actually been offended by
some of the statements made in Midnight
Call regarding China. But we reiterate, it is
not our calling to side with any geopolitical
identity; we simply point out the fulfillment
of Bible prophecy. The world could not
unite under nationalism, nor under Americanism or communism—all are in the same
camp. So, the question: how will the world
unite? We may simply analyze that with one
word: merchandising.
When the Bible speaks about the great
whore—who has made the people of this
world rich—and reports of the hour of destruction, we read in Revelation 18:11-13: “And the
merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn
over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise
any more: The merchandise of gold, and silver,
and precious stones, and of pearls, and fine
linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all
thyine wood, and all manner vessels of ivory,
and all manner vessels of most precious wood,
and of brass, and iron, and marble, And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and
wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and
chariots, and slaves, and
souls of men.” Thus, in
the end, there is no political philosophy or national security, but
simply the loss of merchandise.
7131
(See Exposing Mystery Babylon
Part 2, Item #1080, $4.50.)
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Letters to the Editor
Address letters for publication to: Letters to the Editor, Midnight Call, P.O. Box 84309, Lexington, SC 29073. Include full name,
address, and daytime phone number. Without name and address, letters will be discarded unread. All material is subject to editing. Midnight Call assumes all publishing rights on letters sent to the Editor.
Note: All letters will be answered by the Executive Editor, Arno Froese.

CANCELING SUBSCRIPTION…
WHERE IS UP?…
ISRAEL THE CLAY
Canceling Subscription
I have read Midnight Call
faithfully “cover-to-cover” for
several years now. I especially
like the fact that several of the
articles are written by international authors.
However, there have been
several matters in which I have
disagreed with the editor:
• The explanation that “socialism” is not a bad thing; but
almost rather that it is a fact of
life. Socialism, as opposed to
capitalism, is a very bad thing.
If not checked, it will be one of
the things which destroys
America—as it has in every
other country that has embraced it.
• The explanations that
“globalism” is not a bad thing,
but rather that it is just what
the world is coming to. While
things like finance and technology are becoming more global,
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the idea of globalism as a
means of governance is evil. It
is one of the methods that Satan, and later the anti-Christ,
uses to destroy us.
• The thought that communist China is not bad. While
apparently maybe 10 to 15% of
the Chinese population is
Christian, the true believers are
in the underground churches
and not in state sanctioned
“churches.” And the churches
that are being torn down are
not really on the grounds that
they didn’t have the proper permits. The vast majority of the
Bibles that are printed are not
for domestic consumption but
rather are exported. China has
become an existential threat to
the US and numerous countries
in the world.
• The continued refrain that
the world is largely peaceful
and that prosperity is overall
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increasing. This may seem true
from the Western perspective
(and yet that is questionable),
but it is not true in a large part
of the world today. The persecuted church and persecuted
believers have a vastly different
experience. Also, this perspective seems to contradict the
Bible’s apocalyptic prophecies.
It could be argued that none
of the above items are “hills to
die on.” However, we are able
to get a number of other Christian periodicals that seem to be
more on target with the realities of today’s world, so we will
spend our limited resources on
them.
-G. Knox, TN

Answer: Here are a few facts: without
socialism, America could not exist. Virtually all major industries receive
some kind of subsidy, tax credit, etc.—
that is socialism. This also applies to

the car you drive or the airport you fly
from. The road you drive on is 100% socialism—paid for by tax money.
Communism is based on the assumption that all people own everything, and nobody owns anything
individually; that’s our military—100%
communism.
Communist China is destined to be
the world’s largest economy and will be
able to dictate to a certain degree, just
as the US has largely dictated global
trade and financial policy.
The Church in China is growing
amazingly. Yes, they have to have
proper permits, just as in the US or anywhere in the world.
Regarding violence and crime, the
Pew Research Center lists these statistics about crime in the USA:
1. Violent crime has fallen sharply
over the past quarter century.
2. Property crime has declined significantly over the long term.
3. Public perception about crime often does not align with data.
With these facts in mind, I must
come to the conclusion that “other
Christian periodicals” are in reality not
on target.
In summary, Antichrist has been
working feverishly for the last 2,000
years—and lately, successfully—to
bring peace, prosperity, and security to
the entire world. Otherwise, Revelation
13:3b, “and all the world wondered after the beast,” and verse 8a,“And all that
dwell upon the earth shall worship
him,” could not be fulfilled.

Where Is Up?
Greetings in the Lord Jesus.
Concerning the rapture of the
Church in 1 Thessalonians 4:

about the “up,” it is in the sky,
but where is up?
Obviously, there are different
directions for the definition.
I have written two or three
preachers about this. They
don’t know how to answer this
question; maybe you do.
- L. Jones, OK

Answer: The Bible identifies the four
cardinal directions: east, west, south,
and north. What is up? It is the north.
Think, our compass always points
north. Scripture states:“Out of the north
he comes in golden splendor; God
comes in awesome majesty” (Job 37:22,
NIV). Deuteronomy 2:3 (NASB): “You
have circled this mountain long
enough. Now turn north.” Ezekiel 8:5
(NASB): “Then He said to me, ‘Son of
man, raise your eyes now toward the
north.’ So I raised my eyes toward the
north, and behold, to the north of the
altar gate was this idol of jealousy at
the entrance.” North is equally applicable to all nations of the world, while
east and west are relative.

Israel the Clay
The statue representing the
four powers, according to the account in Daniel 2:31-35, will be
crushed by a rock not cut out by
human hands, which will strike
this statue on its feet of iron and
clay. The result will be the complete crushing of this statue to
powder, which the wind will
blow away, leaving no trace. The
rock will become a huge mountain and will fill the whole earth.
Although some Jews reject
their position as God’s chosen
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people, how can Israel be included in this statue, in this representation of the entire assembly
of world powers that are doomed
for eternal destruction (Psalm
2)?
We do find in the world today
that in the lineup of modern
governments, all offshoots of
Rome, there are some powerful,
while others are weak, unstable
but trying to maintain the status
quo. An example of this is the
UN and all other governmental
alliances created by man. They
cannot and will not come together, as iron cannot adhere to
clay. This is proven by broken
treaties and/or wars breaking out
everywhere (which Jesus foretold). These world entities, represented by the statue in the
book of Daniel, will be completely destroyed without a trace
of any of them left. It’s true, Israel began to yearn for a king
from the time of the prophet
Samuel. But there’s comfort in
knowing that the time is coming
when Israel will look upon Him
whom they pierced and will
mourn and grieve greatly
(Zechariah 12:10-14). The nation of Israel will be saved!
-E. Stephenson, FL

Answer: Israel wants to be like all
the other nations; they do not want
to be chosen. That started in 1
Samuel 8:5, and as I mentioned in
the November issue, Israel’s Declaration of Independence clearly states,
“the natural right of the Jewish people to be masters of their own life
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like all other nations…to receive the
State of Israel into the community of
nations…to admit Israel into the family of nations.” More important is the
statement Jesus made: “I am come in
my Father’s name, and ye receive me
not: if another shall come in his own
name, him ye will receive” (John 5:43).
Isaiah 10:22a reads: “For though thy
people Israel be as the sand of the
sea, yet a remnant of them shall return.” The prophet Jeremiah bases the
existence of the nation of Israel on the
existence of the universe in Jeremiah
31:35-36.
However, Jacob’s Trouble will eliminate those who reject being the chosen people. Yet, we must take notice
of the last 8 words in Jeremiah 30:7:
“Alas! for that day is great, so that
none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved
out of it.”

where. But as I was surfing
through the TV channels, lo
and behold, there was a “Dominionism
Conference”—an
hour show. I have been warned
not to have anything to do with
it, so I didn’t watch it. It seems
to be popping up all over America.
Maybe I should have watched
it, at least to know what it was.
Rod Parsley was head of it, and
probably other speakers as well.
Is it another Jesus like Mormonism and what the Jehovah’s
Witnesses preach?
On another issue, NASA built
a better telescope than the Hubble. It is focused on the cosmos
beyond the stars, where there is
black space. Surprisingly, they
found a floating city very bright.
Have you any info on that?
-C. Lehman, CA

Dominion Teaching
I have a question: what is
Dominionism? I read about it
months ago, I don’t remember

Answer: Dominion Theology is taken
from Genesis 1:26-28. This passage
was before Adam and Eve’s fall, yet is

still valid today. Yesterday, I had beef;
the day before, I had chicken; and
tonight, I’ll have fish. Mankind indeed has dominion over planet
earth and all that is therein. However, nowhere in Scripture is the
Church admonished to take political
dominion. The opposite is true. Romans 13:1-6 gives information (see
also 1 Peter 2:13, Hebrews 13:17, and
1 Timothy 2:2). It stands to reason
that we, the Church, cannot be the
government. That would be an oxymoron; we would have to be obedient to ourselves. We are in the world,
but not of the world. We are a small,
often despised, and sometimes severely persecuted group of people.
First Corinthians 1 actually says that
most of us fall into the category:
“God hath chosen the foolish things
of the world to confound the wise.”
The NASA story is obviously fake;
there is no bright floating city, except the one mentioned in Revelation 21. That city is not earthly, nor
can it be observed with any technology. MC

Is it possible that democracy will lead to the ultimate
denial of freedom, liberty and justice?
Everyone wants peace, prosperity, and security, but all want it on their own terms. As a
result, we have had wars since there was man on earth. That’s why the Lord Jesus stated,
“Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars…for nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom….” That indeed has been the case for the last 2,000 years and
throughout human history. Yet the Bible teaches in the book of Revelation that “all the
world wondered after the beast…And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him….”
That does not seem like war, but peace. It's the time where the world has finally reached
its desired goal: peace and prosperity for all. How is that possible? One word—Democracy.

HOW DEMOCRACY WILL ELECT THE
352 pgs. • Hardcover

ANTICHRIST

ITEM #1064

$17.95 Sale $10 Author: Arno Froese
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“But Judah shall dwell for ever, and Jerusalem
from generation to generation. For I will cleanse
their blood that I have not cleansed: for the Lord
dwelleth in Zion” (Joel 3:20-21).
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BY ARNO FROESE

T

he prophet Joel sees Israel’s end,
which is not destruction but grace
and forgiveness. Notice the Lord’s residence is in Jerusalem: “…for the Lord
dwelleth in Zion.” These definitions—such
as Jerusalem, City of David, Zion, and
Mount Moriah—are to a degree interchangeable; they identify the location of the center
of the world. This may sound strange, but
nothing else really matters except Jerusalem.
Why? Because that is the place where God
was manifest in the flesh. And there, outside
the walls of Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus Christ,
the only begotten Son, poured out His life in
His blood on Calvary’s cross—a self-sacrifice
to atone for sin.
It was from Jerusalem that the wonderful
message of the Gospel of salvation spread to
the uttermost parts of the world. But it almost seems as if God detoured Israel when it
came to salvation. When Simeon prophesied
after he had seen the eight-day-old Savior, he
made this statement: “A light to lighten the
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel”
(Luke 2:32). Just before God destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah, He made this statement in Genesis 18:18b: “and all the nations
of the earth shall be blessed in him.” Clearly,
the Gentiles are included.
We have to look carefully at the prophecies Simeon pronounces: “…Behold, this
child is set for the fall and rising again of
many in Israel” (Luke 2:34). This cannot be

said about any other nation. Hundreds,
maybe thousands of nations have existed
throughout the 6,000 years of human history, but most have disappeared—vanished without a trace. Why? Because they
have no such promise as Israel does.
We know that Israel’s fall took place in
AD 70, when Roman forces destroyed
Jerusalem and the temple because of their
rebellion against Rome. That was the fall,
but there will be a rising again of Israel.
That is what we are experiencing, witnessing, reading, and hearing about almost on a daily basis.
History is remarkable, and the perception of it is quite diverse as well. Here in
the USA, we sometimes read on road
signs “historical marker.” That indeed is
true for the US. Americans are taught
from kindergarten of the founding of the
political identity in 1776 and the historical significance of various places.
Here I was reminded of one event
many years ago; I was to lecture in a
church in Grevenbroich, Germany. After
consulting the encyclopedia, it became
difficult to establish what date the city
was founded. The Catholic encyclopedia
spoke of a chief house founded in 1281.
One summary was quite interesting about
this city: “historically not significant, relatively new city, established some 700
years ago.”
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Israel has its roots in Jerusalem, and these roots are still being made evident even
2,600 years later. Therefore, it should not surprise us that the world at large
continues to reject Israel’s claim to the Promised Land as outlined in Scripture.
“This is the first time this kind of archaeological discovery has been made in Jerusalem,”
said Shukron, who conducted the initial excavations at the foundation stones of the Western Wall on behalf of the Israel Antiquities
Authority. “The biblical term ‘Asher Al HaBayit’
was the highest ranking ministerial position
beneath the king during reigns of the kings of
Judea and Israel; it is undoubtedly of great significance.”
According to the City of David Foundation,
there are three people with the name
Adoniyahu in the Bible, the most famous being
King David’s son, as mentioned in the Book of
Kings.

But when it comes to Israel, particularly
Jerusalem, it’s quite different. Here an excerpt from an article in the Jerusalem Post entitled, “2,600-year-old Hebrew seal found
near Western Wall”:
A 2,600-year-old seal bearing a Hebrew name
was uncovered in dirt excavated in 2013 near
the Western Wall, archaeologist Eli Shukron said.
The seal is inscribed with the name of
“Adoniyahu Asher Al HaBayit,” meaning
“Adoniyahu by Appointment of the House,” the
most prominent role in the king’s court in the
Kingdom of Judea that appears for the first time
on the list of ministries of Solomon.

-www.jpost.com, 11 September 2019

Israel has its roots in Jerusalem, and these
roots are still being made evident even
2,600 years later. Therefore, it should not
surprise us that the world at large continues
to reject Israel’s claim to the Promised Land
as outlined in Scripture. The god of this
world does not want the Jews to be a specially-called people. MC

Mail to: Midnight Call Ministries, PO Box 84309, Lexington, SC 29073

r After prayerful consideration, I/we have decided to
support “Action for Israel.”
r monthly
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“I will bless them that
bless thee...”
(Genesis 12:3).
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Mark and Elisabeth
By Samantha LaGoy
Public Relations Secretary to David Phillips
6At the Home, Fern, 94 yrs.

M

ark and Elisabeth walked into the
Ebenezer Home and asked to speak to our
team concerning their elderly father, Eli.
They wanted to know how Eli could become a resident of the Ebenezer Senior Citizens’ Home—Haifa.
Upon sitting down with them, we realized that Eli
required nursing care. Our hearts dropped. We had
to look at Mark and Elisabeth and explain to them
that legally, due to us not having a nursing ward yet,
it was too late for us to accept their wonderful father. We could not legally welcome him into the
Home, as much as we would have loved to, now
that he needed nursing care. Mark and Elisabeth sat
there in disbelief. It was too late for their father to
come live at Ebenezer? Had they known this they
would have come to us earlier, but they wanted to
keep their father home with them as long as they
could! Now it was too late? What were they going
to do? There was only one thing they could do: admit him into a non-believing nursing home. It was
almost too much to think about. Put their loving father in a nursing home that did not support those
who believe Yeshua is the Messiah? It could mean
discouragement and even depression for their father, to be placed in a home which could despise
him for his faith in Yeshua! Yet, what could they
do? Legally, we could not accept him with our licensing as an assisted living only facility, and he
needed care that we were now unable to provide.
People often ask, why do we need to raise finances for a nursing home? It’s this simple. There

are many, many families who find themselves in the
place of Mark and Elisabeth. They have lovingly
cared for their parents or spouses as long as they
possibly could, and then come to us for help. The
only problem is, we are not legally allowed to take
them in at this point in their care. With a licensed
nursing ward, we could accept them, even if they
find themselves needing nursing care. We would
not have to turn away these precious believers and
their families any longer. People like Eli and many
others, could now find haven at the Ebenezer Senior Citizens’ Home!
This is where you, my brothers and sisters, can
make such a huge difference for people just like Eli.
Will you help us raise the finances that we need to
build this nursing home? Every little bit helps, to
make this much-needed nursing home a reality for
people just like Eli.
Thank you and may God bless your decision!
Email: ds4eeh@gmail.com Phone: 803.281.0535
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Fellow Laborers
MIDNIGHT CALL

GERMANY

Faith in Stormy Times:
Youth Conference in Rehe
In early July 2019, Midnight Call Ministries held its second conference for young
adults in the Westerwald Christian Guest Center in Rehe. A field report.

By Joshua Keller

5Q&A
period with
Nathanael
Winkler,
Stephan
Beitze, and
Elia Morise
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artmut Jaeger (director at Christian
publisher CV Dillenburg), Nathanael
Winkler and Elia Morise (pastors for
Midnight Call), and Stephan Beitze (Midnight Call missionary in Argentina) gave talks
on faith in stormy times. For three days, the
70 youths focused intensively on the second,
testament-like letter from the apostle Paul to
his young follower Timothy, so that one day
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they can also testify with Paul, “I have fought
the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith” (2 Tim 4:7). Hartmut Jaeger
shared his thoughts: “God’s Word is absolutely reliable, timelessly valid, and always
accurate. In times of relativism, God’s Word
shows constancy. We have an incredibly
strong message: Jesus Christ has defeated
death and brought life to light. Paul isn’t
ashamed of this message, because he knows
whom he believes: Jesus Christ is the most
important person. The relationship with Him
is what constitutes our Christianity! So we
may know: although man lives toward death,
as a Christian I die toward my life.”
Stephan Beitze emphasized that when
we’re close to the Lord, we can resist temptation. And Nathanael Winkler showed in his
lecture that nothing has changed since Paul’s
time: even today the Christian life is a strug-
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gle, and we find the way of victory in the
apostle’s farewell letter to his faithful companion of many years.
The conference mutually strengthened
and encouraged everyone present to hold
fast to the Word of God in these times. On
the wonderful grounds, there was also ample
time for games and sports in the beautiful
weather. Another youth conference is
planned in Rehe for August 27-30, 2020.

6Nathanael Winkler with roughly 70 young people at the
youth conference in Rehe
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SUPER CLEARANCE! 50% OFF
Biblical Analysis of
a Controversial
Subject

The Key to Revival
Revival will take place in our lives,
families, churches and the world
when we pray honestly and with a
complete dedication. Chapters
include:
• Pathway To Revival
• What Is Our Calling?
• The Importance Of Giving Thanks
• And Much More

PRAYER AND REVIVAL ITEM #1002
224 pgs. • Paperback

$10.99 $5.50 Author: Dr. Wim Malgo
When God Is
Silent...
Have you ever felt that, because
your prayers were not
immediately answered, God
was disregarding you?
You are about to enter the
lives of many great men of
God who made requests of the
Lord, petitions God chose to
deny for His reasons, His
purpose, and ultimately His
glory.

How much of Freemasonry has
infiltrated our churches? Why are
Masons allowed to retain their
positions of leadership in our
churches? Why is Freemasonry
touted as a harmless fraternal
organization, when its roots are
steeped in mysticism, magic and
murder? These are just a few of the
many questions author Keith Harris
answers in The Masonic/Christian Conflict
Explained. We must take this issue seriously if we intend to take
back our churches from unbelievers.

THE MASONIC/CHRISTIAN CONFLICT EXPLAINED
ITEM #1058 • 176 pgs. • Paperback

$12 $6 Author: Keith Harris
A Complete Biblical
Study of Death and the
Afterlife
When Death Comes is a biblically based
study answering life’s questions
about death and the afterlife. This
study is a great tool for the minister as well as the layman who
wishes to have answers to some
of life’s most puzzling questions.

DEAR GOD, THANK YOU FOR NOT ANSWERING
MY PRAYER ITEM #1047
224 pgs. • Paperback

WHEN DEATH COMES

$12.99 $6.50

224 pgs. • Paperback

$12.99 $6.50

Authors: Arno Froese & Dieter Steiger

Be a Prayer Warrior

Author: Keith Harris

This is one of our least popular, but
most important books. What true
prayer is all about, how it affects each
of us, our family and surroundings is
the content of this remarkable book. It
ends with the words, “You are called
to pray!”

CALLED TO PRAY
ITEM #1032 • 144 pgs. • Paperback

$11.90 $6
Author: Dr. Wim Malgo
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The Truth About
9/11
TERROR OVER AMERICA
ITEM #1050
128 pgs. • Paperback

$9.99 $5
Author: Arno Froese

Protect your
family from our buy
now, pay later nation

World History
According to
Daniel

BANKRUPTCY OF OUR NATION
ITEM #2244
272 pgs. • Paperback

THROUGH THE EYES OF
THE PROPHET ITEM #2297

$13.99
Clearance $7

118 pgs. • Paperback

Author: Jerry Robinson

Author: Dr. Roger Liebi

What can people on
Earth expect during
the last days?

How Did the
Conflict Begin?

15 FUTURE EVENTS THAT
WILL SHAKE THE WORLD
ITEM #2285
212 pgs. • Paperback

$10.50 Sale $8

FAST FACTS ON THE
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT
ITEM #2195 • 208 pgs.
Paperback

$11.99
Sale $8

$13.99 Sale $12
Author: Ed Hindson

Author:
Randall Price

10 Keys for Unlocking What
Scripture Really Says
UNCOVERING THE SECRETS OF BIBLE
PROPHECY ITEM #2349
192 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12
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Author: Jeff Kinley

Who is Satan? What is Spiritual
Warfare?
101 ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ABOUT SATAN,
DEMONS, AND SPIRITUAL WARFARE ITEM #2289
240 pgs. • Paperback

$13.99 Sale $12
Author: Mark Hitchcock
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A comprehensive panorama of church history from
Acts 2 to today
With nearly 300 articles across 400 pages, readers will enjoy…
• a comprehensive panorama of church history from Acts 2 to today
• a clear presentation of how the church and its teachings have developed
• concise biographies of major Christian figures and their contributions
• fascinating overviews of key turning points in church history

THE POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CHURCH HISTORY

ITEM #2288

400 pgs. • Hardcover

$26.99 Sale $20 Editors: Ed Hindson and Dan Mitchell
More than 500 easy-to-read pages of explanatory comments
about the prophecies in God’s Word
Written by Bible scholars but created for everyday readers and Bible students, this volume makes it
possible for users to expand their knowledge of prophecy in ways unmatched by other books. Among
the notable features are…
• useful charts, diagrams, and timelines
• simple format for easy referencing
• helpful word definitions
• special attention to Bible passages that are particularly difficult or important

EXPLORING BIBLE PROPHECY FROM
560 pgs. • Paperback

GENESIS TO REVELATION

ITEM #2275

$19.99 Sale $15 Editors: Tim LaHaye and Ed Hindson
Understanding the Ongoing Controversies
In this concise and easy-to-read review, respected Bible teacher Ron Rhodes identifies eight of the
most important end-times discussions. Avoiding complex arguments, he highlights the most
important biblical passages, summarizes a few of the most popular interpretations, and provides
succinct conclusions.

THE 8 GREAT DEBATES OF BIBLE PROPHECY

ITEM #2287

288 pgs. • Paperback

$15.99 Sale $12
Author: Ron Rhodes

What does it really mean, the last days?
According to the Bible, the “Last Days” will essentially be characterized by the Jews’ return from the
worldwide Diaspora to the Land of their Forefathers (1882 until the present) and by the new founding of
the State of Israel (1948), after a long period of interruption. In this book the author deals with more
than 175 Biblical prophecies which all refer to the “Last Days.”

ARE WE REALLY LIVING IN THE LAST DAYS? ITEM #2277
380 pgs. • Hardcover

$17.95 Sale $15 Author: Roger Liebi
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Rediscover the Foundational Principles of Our Faith
After years as believers, we can come to find the Christian life too complicated, our zeal
diminished, and our relationship with Jesus grown cold and predictable. Award-winning
author and respected pastor John MacArthur reminds readers that what's been lost can be
found again. This practical tool will help Christians restore the fire and conviction of their
first love for Christ by helping them better understand His character, His glory, and His love
for them. MacArthur counsels all who want more love for Christ to pursue Him by making
Christ their focus each day, in every activity, in every contact, and in every thought.

A SIMPLE CHRISTIANITY

ITEM #2324 • 192 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12

Author: John MacArthur

The Simple Message of Salvation
This small book contains a huge message about salvation in
Jesus Christ. Loaded with questions and testimonies from
those who have found Christ, this book makes clear why it
pays to be a Christian.

WHY IT PAYS TO BE A
96 pgs. • Paperback

CHRISTIAN

ITEM #1054

$5.99 Clearance $3
Author: Norbert Lieth

A Remarkable True Story of
One Man’s Search for Truth

Understanding the
Omnipotent God… Who
Asks Questions of Us

DEATH OF A GURU
ITEM #2149
208 pgs. • Paperback

$13.99

QUESTIONS GOD ASKS

ITEM #2281
144 pgs. • Paperback

Sale $10

$11.99 Sale $8

Author: Rabi Maharaj with
Dave Hunt

Author: Israel Wayne

Is the Holy Spirit Active in Your Life?
Many people look to extraordinary experiences as evidence of the Holy Spirit. But what happens
when the experience ends? How can we be filled with the Spirit every day in the ordinary things
we do? In never-before-published material taken from A.W. Tozer's sermons, Alive in the Spirit
answers these questions and, in a balanced perspective, explores what the Spirit's involvement in
your life should look like. Many talk about being filled with the Holy Spirit, but few accept God's
conditions. Tozer lays down these requirements in his trademark bold and wise way. Though every
Christian has the Spirit, not every Christian is filled with the Spirit. Knowing the difference will
change your life.

ALIVE IN THE SPIRIT ITEM #2325
192 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12

Authors: A. W. Tozer and James L. Snyder

% 1-800-845-2420
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Genesis & the Truth About Man’s Origin
A growing number of professing evangelical leaders and scholars are doubting or denying a literal Adam
and a literal Fall, which thereby undermines the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Last Adam, who came to undo
the damaging consequences of Adam’s sin and restore us to a right relationship with our Creator. This
book will increase your confidence in the truth of Genesis 1–11 and the gospel!

SEARCHING FOR ADAM

ITEM #2319

600 pgs. • Paperback

$24.99 Sale $18

Editor: Terry Mortenson

In the Beginning—A Good Place
to Start
Genesis is chock-full of some of the Bible’s most exciting stories.
From Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden to Joseph’s reunion with
his family. Do you ever wonder if God really did create the world in
seven days? What’s the deal with Cain and Abel anyway? And just
how big was that boat Noah built?

YOU CAN UNDERSTAND THE BOOK OF GENESIS
ITEM #2347 • 288 pgs. • Paperback

$16.99 Sale $14

Author: Skip Heitzig

Are you missing
half the story
about the last
days?

A Rapid-Reference Directory of
Religion and Spirituality in America

A WOMAN RIDES THE
BEAST ITEM #2296

The great breadth of topics within this volume makes it the perfect
starting point for finding out anything you need to know about
today’s religious groups, denominations, sects, and cults. Ideal for
both students and scholars.

580 pgs. • Paperback

THE CONCISE GUIDE TO TODAY’S RELIGIONS AND
SPIRITUALITY ITEM #2234 • 368 pgs. • Paperback

$17.99
Sale $15
Author: Dave Hunt

$14.99 Sale $12
Author: James K. Walker

THE CHURCH SUBTLY
DECEIVED?
ITEM #2091 • 128 pgs.
Paperback

$9.99
Sale $7
Author: Alexander
Seibel
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The Darkness and the
Glory: His Cup and the
Glory from Gethsemane
to the Ascension
THE DARKNESS AND THE GLORY
ITEM #2266 • 210 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12
Author: Greg Harris
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According to the results of recent surveys,
Americans overwhelmingly believe that HEAVEN exists, though a much smaller number believe that HELL exists, with
only one-tenth of one percent believing they will go there when they die. Gary Frazier helps readers:
• Discern what beliefs are based on fact or fiction
• Discover the truth in the midst of so much deception
• Understand the depth of Scripture that speaks of HELL more than HEAVEN.

Hell is for Real is a clear search for truth, and truth matters for the simple reason that we all have a divine appointment with
death. What if those who do not believe in HELL die one day and find they made a tragic and eternal mistake? Where do we
turn for real answers? Should we look to movies, television, and stories of personal experiences, psychics, or religion?

HELL IS FOR REAL

ITEM #2291
171 pgs. • Paperback

$12.99 Sale $10 Author: Gary Frazier

When I walked out of the theater...
after watching Heaven Is For Real, I felt uncomfortable, for the almost subliminal message was
that, eventually, all people go to Heaven. Since the movie did not show the Biblical road to
heaven, it leaves a message that all people will go there.
Since the danger to people’s souls is so great and is ETERNAL, Frazier speaks boldly and
compassionately as he gives the full Biblical teaching about what Hell is and why it is so terrible.
Most of Frazier’s warnings come directly from the lips of Jesus, since He taught more about Hell
than any other subject, and more than any other inspired Bible teacher.
Gary Frazier also weaves into this subject the most common misconceptions people have
about Hell: For example:
1) I will party with my friends in Hell for eternity.
2) Eventually all people go to Heaven.
3) A loving God will never send anyone to Hell.
4) I am a good person and all good persons go to Heaven.
5) Frazier carefully explains the ETERNITY of Hell, a concept most unsaved just do not seem to
comprehend.
6) Hell is so real and so terrible, Frazier urges people to make the decision NOW to repent and
ask forgiveness of sin through the blood sacrifice of Jesus, before God closes the Age of Grace.
Frazier ends with the Plan of Salvation, so this video becomes a valuable Soul-Winning Tool.

% 1-800-845-2420

HELL IS FOR REAL:
CANCEL YOUR RESERVATION

ITEM #7085

75 min. • DVD

$19.95 Sale $15
Speaker: Gary Frazier
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What New Babylon Reveals to Us
About the End Times

W

NEW

hat will the world look like in the last days?
One significant clue the Bible offers is a
fascinating look at New Babylon. More than
one-tenth of the book of Revelation is devoted to
prophecies about this city—the center of the
antichrist’s world government. But are we to
understand these prophecies symbolically or literally?
In New Babylon Rising, trusted prophecy expert Ron
Rhodes offers insight into what God’s Word tells us about
the worldwide influence of New Babylon in the end times.
Take a look at what prophetic Scripture says and
• discover the rampant paganism and evil that will
mark this infamous city
• learn about the convergence and fulfillment of many
ancient prophecies about the tribulation and second
coming of Christ
• apprehend that God not only sees the future, but has
determined how it will unfold

NEW BABYLON RISING ITEM #2359
272 pgs. • Paperback

$16.99 Sale $14
Author: Ron Rhodes

