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Editor’s Note
MIDNIGHT CALL

Jesus, Friend of Sinners
By Philipp Ottenburg
Sales Manager for Midnight Call International
Dear Friends,
When we consider the story of Sodom
and Gomorrah’s destruction in Genesis 18
and 19, it demonstrates God’s just judgment. It is a foreshadowing of what we can
expect to happen to our earth in the Great
Tribulation or after the Millennium. But
we can nonetheless find the Lord’s indescribable grace in these two chapters.
Our Lord was by no means tolerant of
the lifestyle of the people of Sodom and
Gomorrah. That’s why judgment ultimately arrived. When we look at Jesus
Christ, we see that He came not for the
healthy, but for the sick. For example, he
was a friend of tax collectors. He came to
save sinners. He bore our judgment. This
grace is also found in the story of Sodom
and Gomorrah. Although there was a great
outcry over these two cities, and their sin
was serious, our Lord proved Himself to be
very patient: “Then the LORD said, ‘Because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave,
I will go down to see whether they have
done altogether according to the outcry
that has come to me. And if not, I will
know’” (Gen 18:20-21, ESV).
The “Sons of Thunder,” John and James,
would have rained down fire and brimstone on them. But our Lord is merciful
and patient. He wanted to examine
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whether Sodom and Gomorrah’s depravity
was really as reported. This is a clear picture of God’s righteousness, because He
obviously already knows everything. But
we see that our Lord doesn’t just rain down
fire on the basis of “fake news,” rumors,
and false reports. He looks first, figuratively speaking, and gets a well-balanced
view of the situation.
He’s just as patient with you and me.
Where we may be attached to worldly
things, we can confess and cast them off.
Lot would have had the opportunity to
start again in the mountains after Sodom.
But he apparently didn’t want to. We have
this opportunity daily in Jesus Christ. And
everything will be forgiven. What a gift!
Today also, God is waiting on judgment,
on whether He will find sinners who repent. The Lord was ready to listen to and to
answer Abraham’s intercession. He would
have spared Sodom for the sake of ten
righteous people. When judgment came,
He sent an angel to save Lot and his family,
even though He hadn’t found even ten
righteous.
Yes, we know that there is grace in abundance where the measure of sin has become
full (Rom 5:20). We must not forget that
Jesus Christ also died for the people of
Sodom and Gomorrah. He died for the
wicked (1 Pet 3:18). Even today, Jesus
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Christ is the friend of sinners. We can only be saved by believing in
Him and His work on Calvary.
“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die
to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed”
(1 Pet 2:24).
Abraham interceded and Lot was saved, with his family. Jesus
Christ died on the cross so that many can live. Even today, He stands
before God the Father in the place of His redeemed. Lot and his family
were few, but they owed salvation to Abraham. We belong to many
millions of the redeemed, who owe eternal life to one person: Jesus
Christ.
It was an ordinary day; the people of Sodom were going about their
daily lives. They were eating and drinking, were marrying and being
given in marriage, and suddenly fire fell from the sky (cf. Luke 17:2829). This is a warning for us and our world today. We don’t know how
long it will be until our Lord comes. That’s why the call of Isaiah 55:67 is all the more important, and we want to shape our lives in light of
it:
“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is
near; let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion
on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.” MC
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Peace in a Restless
Time

Samuel Rindlisbacher

We’re living in a challenging, frightening, oppressive, and even
depressing time. How long will the coronavirus epidemic and
all its consequences continue? Christians aren’t being spared.
An invitation to turn our attention to Jesus, the beginner and
perfecter of the faith.
6
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A

surrounded city. The Bible tells us
of the prophet Elisha, who was
surrounded by an army in
Dothan, a small town in the heart of Israel (2 Kings 6:14-17). The prophet and
his servant had set up their domicile
about 15 km (9 miles) north of Samaria,
in the foothills of the Samaritan mountains and on the southern edge of the
Jezreel Plain. One morning when the servant woke up, he discovered “horses and
chariots and a great army… [had] surrounded the city” (v. 14). He was unable
to sleep due to the approaching disaster:
“When the servant of the man of God
rose early in the morning and went out…
” (v. 15a). The bad news robbed him of
sleep. He was afraid of the future. He was
fearful of the future. And when he arose,
he found that his worst fears had arrived.
The city was surrounded, and an entire
army had turned its weapons against it.
There was no possibility of escape to be
seen, nor were emergency supplies available. So, the servant’s reaction was all too
understandable: “Alas, my master! What
shall we do?” (v. 15b). The situation appeared futile, desperate, hopeless.
This young man was probably one of
Elisha’s students (cf. 2 Kgs 6:1-2). We
don’t know which “semester” he was in,
or how long he had been in the faith. His
trust in God didn’t seem to be that strong
yet. But in his distress, he did just the
right thing: He went to Elisha. And the
prophet didn’t rebuke him. He didn’t
punish him for his unbelief, but pointed
to the living, almighty God by saying to

S T O R Y

him, “Do not be afraid, for those who are
with us are more than those who are with
them” (v. 16). What a gift it is when people point us to God and call to our attention that He is still in control.
A dear fellow believer told me in a
phone conversation that the most surprising thing about the current situation
is that nobody is praying. No one calls
for prayer anymore, whether in politics
or even in churches. Elisha prayed; he relied on God’s capabilities and sought
refuge in the Almighty. He knew where
his help came from. And so he folded his
hands, turned his gaze toward heaven,
and asked on behalf of his servant, “‘O
LORD, please open his eyes that he may
see’. So the LORD opened the eyes of the
young man, and he saw, and behold, the
mountain was full of horses and chariots
of fire all around Elisha” (2 Kgs 6:17).
We can rely on God’s capabilities too.
We’re not at the mercy of fate. No, we’re
in God’s hands. He is here and is surrounding us on all sides, as the fiery
horses and chariots did for Elisha and his
servant.

Going too far. In the Old Testament, we’re
told the eerie story of a plague that raged
in Israel: “So the LORD sent a pestilence
on Israel, and 70,000 men of Israel fell”
(1 Chr 21:14). What a terrible event! A
plague in the country, which thousands
fell victim to. Today we know that plague
is caused by bacteria. Rodents are often
infected and transmit it to humans. And
now we have a virus that is currently

A dear fellow believer told me in a phone conversation that the most
surprising thing about the current situation is that nobody is praying. No one
calls for prayer anymore, whether in politics or even in churches.

% 1-800-845-2420

J U LY 2 0 2 0

7

Peace in a Restless Time
What a gift it is when people point us to God and call to our attention that He is
still in control.

keeping the whole world in suspense. But
the biblical context shows us another
cause, indeed the real one: pride and arrogance—sin!
The cause was King David crossing the
line. He had exceeded God’s command
and had the able-bodied men counted:
“Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel. So David
said to Joab and the commanders of the
army, ‘Go, number Israel, from Beersheba
to Dan, and bring me a report, that I may
know their number’” (1 Chr 21:1-2).
This kind of scrutiny was contrary to
God’s intention, and served solely to gratify David. It was a flaunting of military
power, no different from patting yourself
on the back. It was pride and arrogance.
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With his actions, David was saying, “I’m
no longer dependent on God’s help. I’m
strong enough myself. I don’t need God
anymore.”
Haven’t we done this too? We’ve dismissed God, shown Him the door. We’ve
crossed lines. We’ve overridden God’s institution of marriage, the relationship between a man and a woman. We invented
a third gender. We determine when a life
is worth living. And we believe that we
can determine when a life is over, that we
should be allowed to end it ourselves. In
a judgment on February 26, 2020, the
German Federal Constitutional Court established that assisted suicide is permissible in certain circumstances (as is already
the case in the Benelux countries,

C O V E R

Switzerland, Canada, and some states in
the United States).
David had crossed a line. But aren’t we
doing this on a much larger scale? David’s
transgression had tragic consequences:
“So the LORD sent a pestilence on Israel,
and 70,000 men of Israel fell” (1 Chr
21:14).
David did the only right thing in distress from this horrific event. He bent his
knee. He humbled himself before God
and began to pray: “And David said to
God, ‘I have sinned greatly in that I have
done this thing. But now, please take
away the iniquity of your servant, for I
have acted very foolishly’” (1 Chr 21:8).
David acknowledged his guilt, sin, and
offense. And when he bowed, he became
even more clearly aware of the truly great
danger he was in: “And David lifted his
eyes and saw the angel of the LORD
standing between earth and heaven, and
in his hand a drawn sword stretched out
over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their
faces” (v. 16).
I wish that we would all be shaken.
Shaken, because we’re dealing with a
holy God, a God for whom sin remains
sin. The Bible says of this God, “You who
are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong…” (Hab 1:13). David
was suddenly conscious of this again, so
he sings in one of his songs: “Blessed is
the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man

S T O R Y

against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit” (Ps 32:1-2).
It appears that God wants to speak
with us; He wants us to become silent, to
think and to reassess our life’s priorities.
David became silent. He allowed God to
speak to him, and did the following:
“And David built there an altar to the
LORD and presented burnt offerings and
peace offerings…” (1 Chr 21:26).
On a phone call, I was asked, “Why isn’t anybody calling for repentance? Why
are so many churches silent?” Public life
is mostly at a standstill now. We have
time. Time for thinking about God. What
if there is an eternity after all? What if
what the Bible says is true? “You return
man to dust and say, ‘Return, O children
of man!’ For a thousand years in your
sight are…like grass that is renewed in
the morning; in the morning it flourishes
and is renewed; in the evening it fades
and withers…The years of our life are
seventy, or even by reason of strength
eighty; yet their span is toil and trouble;
they are soon gone and we fly away…So
teach us to number our days that we may
get a heart of wisdom” (from Ps 90).
Terrible reports make us shudder. So
many were dying in Italy that they could
not all be buried. The virus was rampant.
In the Bergamo region, a newspaper had
eleven pages of obituaries. Terrible horror
reminds us of our finite nature. We’re
fighting this virus with every available

David acknowledged his guilt, sin, and offense. And when he bowed, he became
even more clearly aware of the truly great danger he was in: “And David lifted his
eyes and saw the angel of the LORD standing between earth and heaven, and in
his hand a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the
elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces” (v. 16).
% 1-800-845-2420
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Peace in a Restless Time
Today, our world is like a rough sea. The weather has completely changed within a
very short time. This virus has spread rapidly across the world. Fear is captivating
us, paralyzing and dominating us.

means. This is a good and right thing.
But, why aren’t we calling on God as
David did? “And David built there an altar to the LORD and presented burnt offerings and peace offerings and called on
the LORD, and the LORD answered him
with fire from heaven upon the altar of
burnt offering. Then the LORD commanded the angel, and he put his sword
back into its sheath” (1 Chr 21:26-27).
May we use this time. Not just to
adopt precautionary measures to protect
ourselves and others, but also to be
silent before God. Maybe we need to
open the Bible anew (or even for the first
time) and ask what God has to say to us.
Let’s take the time to fold our hands, to
bow in prayer. Perhaps also to repair
things, to reconcile with others, to apol-
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ogize, to forgive, and to come to terms
with God and man. And, above all, we
should implore God to put an end to this
plague.

The calm in the storm. It’s the story of a
small ship on the stormy Sea of Galilee:
“And behold, there arose a great storm
on the sea, so that the boat was being
swamped by the waves; but he was
asleep. And they went and woke him,
saying, ‘Save us, Lord; we are perishing.’
And he said to them, ‘Why are you
afraid, O you of little faith?’ Then he rose
and rebuked the winds and the sea, and
there was a great calm. And the men
marveled, saying, ‘What sort of man is
this, that even winds and sea obey him?’”
(Matt 8:24-27).

Visit midnightcall.com
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Israel’s Sea of Galilee is 212 meters
(695 feet) below sea level. It is the deepest freshwater lake in the world. The
Hermon Mountains, whose peaks reach
up to 2,814 meters (9,230 feet), rise to
the north. The steeply sloping Golan
borders it directly to the east. Because of
this special position, autumn winds can
quickly stir up the lake and make it difficult for boats to reach the shore. When
I was with a tour group, I saw the
weather completely change within a half
hour: from the most beautiful sunshine
to the biggest storm. It was impossible
to see through the swirling sand and
dust.
Today, our world is like a rough sea.
The weather has completely changed
within a very short time. This virus has
spread rapidly across the world. Fear is
captivating us, paralyzing and dominating us. Concern about jobs and livelihoods is increasing. Questions are
arising. Will I be able to pay my bills?
Fear is visible in people’s eyes. And in
the middle of everything is the Church
of Jesus. Let’s not deceive ourselves: we
Christians are also on this troubled sea.
We Christians can be afraid too. We can
get scared. We Christians are also affected by the virus; some have already
fallen ill and died from it! And yet, in
all of this, we Christians are able to
know about the one resting place.
The Bible tells us, “There remains a
Sabbath rest for the people of God”
(Heb 4:9). The Bible is speaking here of
a calm that is independent of place,
time, and circumstance. It is the rest
that we can find in Jesus Christ. It
comes from His invitation: “Come to
me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest” (Matt 11:28).
This rest can also become a reality in
your life.

S T O R Y

The disciples back on the Sea of
Galilee were also surprised by the storm.
The waves covered the boat. They could
have capsized and perished. But then, as
now: we can rely on Jesus’ presence. Yes,
the disciples were afraid. They feared for
their lives. They were completely at a
loss, and yet, in their distress they knew:
Jesus is here! We can also know today:
Jesus is here! He calls us: “Behold, I am
with you always, to the end of the age”
(Matt 28:20). And so, we can consciously rely on Him; every hour, we can
consciously trust in Him; to sum it up,
we can consciously live with Him. We
can always rely on the fact that Jesus is
there. He doesn’t leave. He promised to
be with you. He who carries the entire
universe is also carrying you personally.
If He cares about the sparrow on the
rooftop, why not you too?
Jesus is telling you personally, “Do not
be anxious about your life, what you will
eat or what you will drink, nor about
your body, what you will put on. Is not
life more than food, and the body more
than clothing? Look at the birds of the
air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather
into barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not of more value
than they?” (Matt 6:25-26). And Paul
writes elsewhere, “Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”
(Phil 4:6-7). You can rest in the assurances of Jesus, be still in His promises
and know: God stands by His Word.

Looking to Jesus in faith. Marvel at God’s
love; He did everything for you. Marvel at
His care; He will give you what you need.
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J U LY 2 0 2 0

11

Peace in a Restless Time
Now that public life has mostly come to a standstill—schools, movie theaters,
and many shops are closed; events have been prohibited; people who are sick or
elderly must remain home—now we should have the time. It seems to me that
God is giving us time to reflect and calm down.
Marvel at His mercy. Marvel at His consolation, His daily care. Celebrate the
beauty of nature in the blossoming of
flowers. Thank God for the variety of colors, for the wonderful smells; yes, for the
different perfumes that our God spreads
in abundance. Praise Him for the smell of
freshly cut grass, plowed earth, and the
fresh rain that falls on the earth.
And, if you can, begin to sing. Everything is calm at the moment. Life is
mostly standing still; traffic has slowed,
and many planes are grounded. Suddenly,
you can hear them again—the birds praising God. The sparrows making noise, the
blackbird singing its song, and the cooing
pigeons. They all join together in praise
of God. Creation praises the Creator:
“The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and
night to night reveals knowledge. There is
no speech, nor are there words, whose
voice is not heard. Their voice goes out
through all the earth, and their words to
the end of the world. In them he has set a
tent for the sun, which comes out like a
bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like
a strong man, runs its course with joy”
(Ps 19:1-5).
Shouldn’t we join in praising God, even
if our living conditions aren’t good? As
the psalmist says in many places, “Bless
the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God,
you are very great! You are clothed with
splendor and majesty” (Ps 104:1). When
you shouldn’t be able to sing, sing out! It
does us good to hear songs that
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strengthen our faith. In one song it says,
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the
King of creation! O my soul, praise him,
for he is your health and salvation!”
Sometimes, but especially in situations
like these, we listen to hymns and spiritual songs at home, loudly, full of hope
and comfort, full of confidence and faith.
May I encourage you to return to the
Bible and use the time to read God’s
Word. We want to fall silent before Him,
our Creator, and ask Him what His will
is. Now that public life has mostly come
to a standstill—schools, movie theaters,
and many shops are closed; events have
been prohibited; people who are sick or
elderly must remain home—now we
should have the time. It seems to me
that God is giving us time to reflect and
calm down. Let’s seek closeness with
Him and read the Bible, His Word.
David says in Psalm 119, a unique exultation in God’s Word, “I will meditate on
your precepts and fix my eyes on your
ways” (v. 15). In dejection, “My soul
clings to the dust; give me life according
to your word!” (v. 25). In grief, “My
soul melts away for sorrow; strengthen
me according to your word!” (v. 28).
And in danger, “I cling to your testimonies, O LORD; let me not be put to
shame!” (v. 31). Let’s take up the Bible
again and look for the consolation, confidence, encouragement, hope, strengthening—and yes, peace and joy—that we
need.
We can come to God in prayer. We
can pour out our hearts before Him and
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tell Him what’s troubling us. He invites
us to tell Him our fears, unburden ourselves of our needs, and share our concerns with Him. Especially in the
current situation, God calls us to “Trust
in him at all times, O people; pour out
your heart before him; God is a refuge
for us” (Ps 62:8). We can pray that the
spread of the virus will be contained,
that the disease will come to an end.
That people will once again yearn for
God, and concede that He is right.

Jesus is coming again! The dark clouds
have been steadily increasing since the
turn of the millennium. Consider the
9/11 attacks in New York in 2001, the
devastating tsunami in 2004, the international banking crisis in 2008, the devastating forest fires in early 2020, and
now this terrible global viral infection.
If you only consider all of these things,
you could crumple up from fear! Corrie
ten Boom aptly said, “If you look at the
world, you’ll be distressed. If you look
within, you’ll be depressed. But if you
look at God, you’ll be at rest.”
Let’s set our gaze on Him, on Jesus
Christ, once again. He’ll be back soon.
Let’s hold tight to the singular hope that
He will come, that He has everything
under control, and that the reins won’t

S T O R Y

slip from His hands. Let’s hold onto
what we read: “For the Lord himself
will descend from heaven with a cry of
command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first. Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we will always be
with the Lord. Therefore encourage one
another with these words” (1 Thess
4:16-18). That can and should be our
consolation: the call, “Jesus is coming
again!”
And, because we Christians have this
hope, we can also encourage others to
put their hope in Jesus Christ. We were
amazed to see the frightening speed
with which human security bursts, solid
things crumble, markets collapse, hopes
fade, and medical efforts fizzle out. It’s
precisely in this place that we as Christians encourage others to put their hope
in Jesus Christ. We expect our help to
come from Him. We want to offer divine
comfort to people, the promise of the
One who created heaven and earth.
That He is with us, never leaves us, and
desires to be of help to those who seek
Him.
(MR0520/1073)

“Do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink, nor about your body, what you
will put on. Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothing? Look at the birds of
the air: they neither sow nor reap nor
gather into barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not of more value than
they?” (Matt 6:25-26).
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“We ought to obey God
rather than men” (Acts 5:29b).
Arno Froese
Unfortunately, the important instruction we read in the above Scripture is misused all too
frequently within the Christian realm. Peter and the disciples opposed the religious
leaders’ instruction, not the government, just as they had done previously in chapter 4,
verse 19. When it comes to spiritual matters, we are to obey God rather than man. But in
political matters, we are to obey our government according to Scripture’s direction.

D

uring the recent coronavirus pandemic, the major media outlets ABC, CBS, CNN, Fox News,
MSNBC, etc. bombarded the public almost 24/7
with news about this virus. They reported how some
churches openly defied and deliberately disobeyed the
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government’s orders. These pastors kept their facilities
open, and a number were arrested. Virtually all these religious leaders insisted they were acting on the above
Scripture; subsequently, that they were justified in disobeying the law.
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When governors and political authorities order a shutdown of churches, they have a
legitimate reason, because churches in general do invite the public. Thus, the
security—as far as health, fire, building codes, and innumerable other important
issues are concerned—belongs to the government, which enforces the law.
While it is not our calling to be pro or con on
this issue, we must simply state what Scripture
says.
The Church here in the USA, is a quasi-governmental organization. Under the question, “How to
legally start a church?” Google lists seven requirements: 1) apply for an employer identification
number; 2) Open a bank account; 3) set up a donation platform; 4) apply for a grant; 5) certificate
of formation; 6) 501(c)(3) determination; 7)
drafting your church’s by-laws.
A church by whatever name needs certification
from their respective authority, granting them the
right to establish a church as a non-profit organization.
The National Council of Nonprofits states:
The term “nonprofit” means different things to many
different people. It’s a commonly used word without a
common understanding between writer and reader.
People often use the words “nonprofit” and “tax exempt” interchangeably.
Section 501(c)(3) of the tax code refers to “public
charities” (also known as charitable nonprofits) and
“private foundations.” The tax code considers “churches
and religious organizations” (which the IRS defines to
include mosques, synagogues, temples, and other
houses of worship) to be “public charities.”
-www.councilofnonprofits.org/what-is-a-nonprofit

Also, the church is subsidized by tax money in the
form of tax deductions for those who support it.
Thus, churches, Christian ministries, publishing
houses, radio and television stations, seminaries,
colleges, schools, and universities are government-authorized institutions; subsequently, taxexempt.
This opens another issue, which we were bombarded with by various Christian organizations in
the past. For example, in communist East Ger-

many, before the Wall fell, we read and heard
many reports about Christian persecution, and
only legalized churches being allowed to function.
In the meantime, we have spoken to numerous
church pastors, organizations, and individuals
who were members of government-recognized
churches. They revealed: “We did what the government requested. Baptism, however, was forbidden, and we often went in secret, and sometimes
were caught. Thus, we violated the law and paid
the price.” Underground churches disobeyed the
law, and often had to pay for that disobedience.
When governors and political authorities order
a shutdown of churches, they have a legitimate
reason, because churches in general do invite the
public. Thus, the security—as far as health, fire,
building codes, and innumerable other important
issues are concerned—belongs to the government,
which enforces the law.
Romans 13:1 reads: “Let every soul be subject
unto the higher powers. For there is no power but
of God: the powers that be are ordained of God”
(see also 1 Peter 2:13; 1 Timothy 2:2; Hebrews
13:17). This is written in such plain words that
even a child can understand it. I conclude with
verse 7: “Render therefore to all their dues: tribute
to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom;
fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.” MC
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For resources on "endtime economics," visit Wilfred's website www.eternalvalue.com
or contact him at: staff@eternalvalue.com

RIPENING TIMES #8 –

WORLD END-TIME MAMMONIZATION: PART 2
We live in a world of numbers … the digital age. Statistics comprised of
numbers shape how we view our world. That is called numeracy, and it
plays a very important role in our day. We would even go so far as to say
that numeracy has a prophetically-enabling role. Allow us to explain.
By Wilfred Hahn

W

e must take a moment to understand how numeracy influences our lives before we
can fully appreciate the end-time role of
modern money. There are both benefits
and traps.
Numeracy is the practice of documenting news, opinions, developments
and trends with numbers. It is highly
valued today. News reporters and researchers practice it carefully. If I the
writer did not exhibit some numeracy in
this article—peppered with statistics and
footnotes—you, the reader, may find my
views less credible. If I didn’t document
trends by expressing them in terms of a
percentage change over a given period of
time, or by counting the growth or decline in the units of something, and referencing this information with reputable
sources, you would be less able to assess
the validity of my conclusions. Numeracy, therefore, is very useful when applied in good measure.
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Yet, an excessive reliance upon numeracy can lead to some dangers, which can
be extremely hazardous to anyone seeking to find factual truths and to understand the times.
But how can numeracy—something
that is innately useful—lead to peril? It
serves as a springboard for three negative
developments in our day.
First, as a bridge to a world totally defined in terms of money statistics. Second, to a world which chooses to accept
numeracy as the unquestioned representative of the truth. And third, as a tool
for deception and misinformation. We
will discuss each in order.

How a World Language of Money
Has Emerged
Today, most of the news that we may
encounter in the media will involve a
statistic of some type. More than likely,
no matter how abstract or unquantifiable, the statistics will involve a value

Ripening Times #8 – World End-Time Mammonization: Part 2

Numeracy itself isn’t the danger. The danger is in blindly accepting
numbers as the image of truth with no further critical analysis. That’s the
vulnerability of our age—allowing statistical numbers to reign as reality
and truth. It’s very easy to allow this to happen.
expressed in terms of a monetary measure.
We will illustrate this using two sample statistics: First, consider the cost of
smoking tobacco. Obvious to all is that it
has been shown to shorten lives. It is a
serious health issue. But really, how bad
of a problem is it? According to this
quote, “[…] the government spends
$112.4 billion of taxpayers’ money every
year to cover expenses that can be directly related to smoking.”1 We may now
agree that this is a big problem … $112.4
billion worth.
Next, consider this perspective on the
benefits of marriage. According to a report on wedding services, “[…] the
global market is worth an estimated
$300 billion per year, and that number is
just a fraction of the whole picture.
What’s less well known, however, is that
marriage is also financially beneficial for
the couple involved.” The report quotes
a study by Jay Zagorsky: “Compared to
being single, married people almost doubled their wealth, increasing it over 93
percent.”2
Some of these statistics may be reasonably derived; others can be totally contrived. Nevertheless, providing statistics
in terms of “money value” seems more
informative to us as readers. As such, it
reveals that a common language—monetary numeracy—has emerged in our
times.

What If Statistics Are Not Truthful?
In our time of numeracy, every trend and
development may be expressed in nu-

merical terms, documented and captured
in a statistical quantification. As mentioned, that in itself is not overly worrisome. Where the danger really lies is in the
fact that our focus moves from the real—
the actual thing that is happening or being
measured—to the statistic itself. The statistic now serves as a numerical image of the
thing that is being quantified.
Just how accurate is this picture? Can
numbers really capture all the nuances of
something that is real?
Numeracy itself isn’t the danger. The
danger is in blindly accepting numbers as
the image of truth with no further critical
analysis. That’s the vulnerability of our
age—allowing statistical numbers to reign
as reality and truth. It’s very easy to allow
this to happen.
What George Orwell said about words
has now happened to numbers. In 1946, in
an article called “Politics and the English
Language,” he decried the deliberate mis-
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Are statistics deliberately manipulated? At times, very definitely. But this
sounds like the stuff of conspiracies. Not really. It’s just human nature at
work in my view. It illustrates just one of the subtle orchestrations that is
part of the great diabolical Endtime Money Snare.

use of words, writing that people craft
their words “to make lies sound truthful
and murder respectable and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind.”
We live in a society bombarded by data.
We are virtually drowning in a flood of
numbers and information overload. People lead harried lives. There is too little
time for critical analysis, and too many
statistics to process. It’s easier to accept the
“sound bites” of the statistics just as they
appear. What they seem to mean becomes
perception.

Statistics Shape False Perceptions
What has happened then is that perception has become reality. The statistical
number portrays the image that is perceived. Therefore, this number has
power, because it can form and change
popular perceptions (just as occurred
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with the hyped-up COVID-19 fears).
Reality and truth become inconsequential. Numeracy is deliberately twisted
to reveal a false impression.
Even worse, the truth becomes a liability to you if it is different from popular perception. Were we to take the time
to examine a statistic and discover that
its true meaning is very different than
perception, it wouldn’t be very helpful.
Why? Because almost everyone else will
have accepted its face-value appearance
as fact. You will be far outnumbered,
and may even be thought to be deluded.
Let’s assume that a just-released economic statistic shows that the inflation
level has declined. The majority of
portfolio managers and investors will
be sure to greet it as a positive development, perhaps quickly jumping into the
market with new buy orders. The stock
and bond markets lurch upward. So, we
see that the facts didn’t matter; perception did. Those that acted on the real
facts are prone to losing out.

Deliberate Manipulation of
Numbers
Perception passes for reality. Benjamin
Disraeli made this famous quip: “There
are lies, damn lies, and statistics.” The
comment strikes to the heart of a potentially serious issue. If perceptions
are allowed to rule with careless reference to truth and reality, then statistics
become very powerful. Now, they can
hide more than they reveal. And, if
that’s the case, then why wouldn’t they
be deliberately manipulated in order to
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The entire world can be (and is) easily misled with numbers that are
deliberately twisted … deliberately made to give the wrong impression.
Human emotions of fear can thus be manipulated. This is done all the
more easily today, because social media has literally exploded in its
penetration of the entire world. Statistics can no longer be trusted.
create a certain desired perception? It’s
a decisive step toward the end-time
role of numbers.
Are statistics deliberately manipulated? At times, very definitely. But this
sounds like the stuff of conspiracies.
Not really. It’s just human nature at
work in my view. It illustrates just one
of the subtle orchestrations that is part
of the great diabolical Endtime Money
Snare.
But numeracy and numbers can lead
to even worse abuses. Not only can
they make us vulnerable to deceit and
manipulation, but also, they set up an
all-important interface that allows the
love of money to wreak its corruption
upon the end-time world. We already
discovered how common this new language of money has become. Statistics
expressed in terms of money somehow
seem to be more illuminating to our
imaginations.
Once we know the cost or price associated with a piece of information, we
are better able to frame its reference. It
strikes a common chord. A million
bushels of wheat is more difficult to
conceptualize than its price on the
open market—probably around $2.5
million. The more that things, trends,
and values can be expressed in terms of
money, the easier will be the transformation into a world that is given over
to the worship of wealth and material.
That, too, is another subtle step in the
Endtime Money Snare.

Thoughts to Ponder
The state of the entire world today—
where numeracy has been captured and
manipulated to deceive—has occurred
very quickly. That clearly qualifies this
development as “prophetically significant” and a sign of ripening times.
We have seen that we are now living
in an age with more statistics and
knowledge than ever before, but less
truth. People seem to know the price of
everything, but the value of little. Instead, wisdom today is purported to be
found in the belly of some financial
model or national accounting estimate.
(See Part I of this article series for further explanation.)
The entire world can be (and is) easily misled with numbers that are deliberately twisted … deliberately made to
give the wrong impression. Human
emotions of fear can thus be manipulated. This is done all the more easily
today, because social media has literally
exploded in its penetration of the entire
world. Statistics can no longer be
trusted.
The Bible says that deceivers will
come, and that the Antichrist himself is
a deceiver who uses “flatteries” (Daniel
11:32). He will surely be using very
cunning “numeracy.”
As mentioned, there is more information and statistics, but less truth and
knowledge. Just what is the real value of
truth and wisdom? This is what Job had
to say:
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We live in a dangerous world where prices abound without values, and costs
are only measured in prices. In such a world, the price becomes the value, and
values are separated from real costs. What that means is that the price becomes
the common denominator of what is right.
“But where can wisdom be found?
Where does understanding dwell? Man
does not comprehend its worth; it cannot be found in the land of the living.
The deep says, ‘It is not in me’; the sea
says, ‘It is not with me.’ It cannot be
bought with the finest gold, nor can its
price be weighed in silver” (Job 28:1215).
Job is effectively saying that wisdom
is priceless … that it is unquantifiable.
It cannot be captured in a number.
Therefore, we should not look for it in
numbers and prices.
We live in a dangerous world where
prices abound without values, and
costs are only measured in prices. In
such a world, the price becomes the
value, and values are separated from
real costs. What that means is that the
price becomes the common denominator of what is right.
A world ruled by price, a concept
that ideally suits the juggernaut of
globalization (which itself is part of the
phenomenon of end-time Mammonization).
To recall, globalization reduced to its
very essence is nothing more than this:
A process leading to a world system in
which all human actions are governed
through the incentives of wealth and
prosperity. And if wealth and prosperity
are the worthy objectives, then whatever increases wealth will tend to be
approved and considered good and
right.
This subtle shift of thinking about
truth hasn’t just affected financial pro-
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fessionals. It extends to our whole society … including Christians. We must
not let prices—the new spectator sport
of our world—determine our values.
Our values—Biblical standards and
eternal objectives—must determine our
conduct. That imperative, of course,
demands that we continue to be good
stewards, work diligently, and manage
our resources faithfully. However, that
is not the same as staking our hope and
faith in the values of earthly wealth—
Mammonization. Nor does it mean that
the correctness of our living can be
judged by how much wealth we accumulate, how much we earn, or how
successfully our portfolios perform on
the world’s financial markets.
Yet, this monetary measuring rod—
like the idolatrous Asherah poles worshipped during the times of the Old
Testament prophets—is standing on
many a high place in the church today.
“Command those who are rich in
this present world not to be arrogant
nor to put their hope in wealth, which
is so uncertain, but to put their hope in
God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment” (1 Timothy 6:17). MC
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Excusing Sin
5Jerusalem, Israel—The Hall of Names in the Yad Vashem Holocaust
Memorial Site in Jerusalem, Israel, remembering some of the 6 million Jews
murdered during World War II

Dr. Ron J. Bigalke
Who is the most evil person you can imagine? Adolf Hitler (1889-1945) obviously comes
to mind. He was perhaps the most brutal, creative, and intelligent dictator of all time. He
was primarily responsible for the Holocaust and the Second World War. Hitler believed
the Jewish people were the principal cause for all problems, and sought to eliminate
them. His actions resulted in the death of more than 50 million people.
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Excusing Sin
Hitler and Stalin are just two individuals that can be identified as wicked. The sad
reality is that every murderer can provide supposed justification for their act of
violence; and thus, if not a crime then not sin.
Josef Stalin, Adolf Hitler / Wikicommons

J

oseph Stalin (1878-1953) is likely the
next thought. He was dictator of the
Soviet Union from 1922 until his
death. He was an assassin and robber in
his youth. Stalin reigned with terror and
violence for nearly 30 years. His decisions led to a famine that killed millions.
Under his regime, more than a million
and a half German women were raped
(girls under 18 and old women included), and estimates are that he is directly responsible for the murder of more
than 20 million people.
Exodus 20:13 commands, “‘You shall
not murder.” God did not forbid killing
per se. He did authorize capital punishment; for example, He commanded the
entire destruction of the Canaanite population. The Mosaic Law demanded that
Israelites execute murderers and other
people. Nevertheless, the Lord prohibited
taking a human life without His authorization (a primary distinction between
jihad and what can be termed “Yahweh
war”).
Hitler and Stalin are just two individuals that can be identified as wicked. The
sad reality is that every murderer can pro-
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vide supposed justification for their act of
violence; and thus, if not a crime then not
sin. One explanation for Hitler’s animosity toward the Jewish people is that he
believed they were responsible for Germany’s loss in World War I. Stalin rationalized the rape of German women as
innocent fun and a mere trifle for soldiers, who had crossed thousands of kilometers through blood, fire, and death. He
also believed the famines and resulting
death were a worthy sacrifice for a better
Soviet Union.
In his book Whatever Became of Sin
(1973), Karl Menninger lamented the
near disappearance of the word “sin”
from the modern vernacular. He warned
that any hope or thought of a moral society would inevitably vanish, should the
concept of sin become eliminated from
public discourse. When he proclaimed a
National Day of Prayer and Fasting in
1863, U.S. President Abraham Lincoln
said, “And whereas is the duty of nations
as well as of men, to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God,
to confess their sins and transgressions,
in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope
that genuine repentance will lead to
mercy and pardon; and to recognize the
sublime truth, announced in the Holy
Scriptures and proven by all history, that
those nations only are blessed whose God
is the Lord.”
In 1952, President Harry S. Truman
signed a joint resolution by the United
States Congress declaring an annual National Day of Prayer. The following year,
Dwight D. Eisenhower borrowed the
words for his proclamation from Lincoln,
which urged confessing “sins and trans-
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How does the Bible define guilt and sin? Guilt is a judicial and legal term that
expresses criminality before a court of law, and how the convicted bears
responsibility to satisfy the demands of justice.
gressions.” The year 1953 is the last time
a President has referred to sin as a national failing. Perhaps individuals may
believe something is wrong in the world,
yet few would call it sin. Some words certainly need to be deleted from one’s vocabulary, while others such as “sin”
desperately need to return.
Defining Guilt and Sin
Humanity has attempted to disassociate
itself from guilt and sin for thousands
of years. Adam blamed Eve, who then
faulted the serpent for her deception.
Human nature is to blame, deny, and rationalize when sin is the issue. Consequently, sinners who refuse to confess
their guilt become entangled in a vicious
cycle of repeated offenses. Those who
commit themselves to lies are unable to
attain the freedom of salvation and to experience the liberty of truth.
How does the Bible define guilt and
sin? Guilt is a judicial and legal term that
expresses criminality before a court of
law, and how the convicted bears responsibility to satisfy the demands of justice.
Sin is the fallen state of all humanity,
which has resulted in both alienation and
separation from God; it is manifested in
disobedience to the revealed will of God,
by either concrete action or thought. The
judicial and legal aspect of guilt is inseparable from the reality of the inherent and
universal sinfulness of humanity; it is a
permanent condition. The guilty are responsible to satisfy the demands of justice. God’s justice must be satisfied;
therefore, complete fulfillment of His justice must be made personally or vicariously.

The guilt of Adam was imputed to all
humanity, since all have sinned. The substitutionary sacrifice of Christ, wherein
God imputed sin to His own Son, was
necessary to propitiate the demands of
God’s justice. The guilt of the sinner incurs responsibility to satisfy the justice of
God; by either bearing the punishment
personally, or by a substitute assuming
the guilt vicariously. The substitute bears
the deserved punishment and frees (or
justifies) from the guilt of sin. Christ the
victim was the substitute for the guilty.
Those who are declared righteous by faith
are such in the sight of the law, in the
sense that justice or the law is satisfied.
Original sin affects humanity in terms
of the corruption of the entire nature.
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According to Romans 5:12, all humanity was seminally present in Adam; hence,
when he fell into sin, all humanity sinned in him. When Adam sinned, all humanity
participated in the sin. When Adam came into the state of condemnation, all
humanity came into condemnation, and is born into that state.

However, humanity’s depravity does not
mean that every human being is as
morally bad as they could be; the potential, however, is such that sin is comprehensive and pervasive in all humanity, so
that every part of the human person is
completely affected by it. The effects of
sin were devastating upon humanity.
Adam’s sin is imputed to all humanity,
who is condemned in terms of guilt and
corruption (Rom 5:12-14). Condemnation affected all humanity through
Adam, for in him all sinned.
According to Romans 5:12, all humanity was seminally present in Adam;
hence, when he fell into sin, all humanity sinned in him. When Adam sinned,
all humanity participated in the sin.
When Adam came into the state of condemnation, all humanity came into condemnation, and is born into that state
(5:18; cf. Ps 51:5; 58:3). Humanity is affected in terms of total depravity, which
binds one’s moral and spiritual being, so
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that none can please God apart from His
grace. The will is in bondage to sin,
which makes humanity inclined to rebel
against God.
Humanity is not born with a disposition toward good, but a sinful disposition received from Adam. Throughout
the Old Testament, sin is disobedience to
God’s moral law. Sin was clearly deliberate rebellion against God’s revealed will.
Throughout the New Testament, sin is
also rebellion against God. It is the failure to obey the holy standard of God
(Rom 3:23; 14:23), defined biblically as
transgressing the law of God (1 John
3:4).
Responding to Guilt and Sin
Menninger’s concerns are not only relevant to the prevailing culture, but also to
mainstream evangelicalism. “Health and
wealth” preachers declare promises that
the Bible does not; while the minister who
always proclaims a “positive” message to
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Sin must be discussed, for it brings substance to the conversation of what is
wrong in society.
increase self-esteem, or the “Christian”
counselor who attributes adultery, anger, or
anxiety to “mental illness” or unresolved
psychological issues, rarely, if ever, gives
serious consideration to sin. Many would
rather succumb to the temptation to take a
drug that will artificially improve one’s feelings regarding self as opposed to accepting
personal responsibility (and for the believer to learn faith and perseverance). Psychology has been a primary reason for the
minimizing of sin. For instance, “mental
illness” is used to excuse sin as sickness,
thereby neglecting moral responsibility
and seeking to “treat” sin as an unresolved
psychological issue that requires therapy,
as opposed to repentance and divine grace.
The medicalization of moral values,
which treats sins as illness, has consequences. A person regarded as sick is certainly exempted from some, or all, moral
responsibility, because an ill person cannot
help being unwell, and thus cannot attain
wellness by decision or an act of the will.
Why is there such an avoidance of the concept of sin? The Bible reveals the answer as
people shunning the concept of biblical
morality. To discuss sin, one must have an
objective standard of right and wrong by
which human behavior is evaluated. More
importantly, there has to be a person
against whom sin is committed. Sin is personal because it is rebellion against a personal God. To remain silent regarding sin is
devastating, because it also means being
unspoken as to the reason why Christ Jesus
died. To be unspoken concerning Jesus
prevents a person from any possibility of
overcoming what enslaves.
Sin must be discussed, for it brings substance to the conversation of what is wrong
in society. Furthermore, the acknowledgement of sin encourages the humble aware-

ness of the human need for redemption.
Having understood the biblical definition
of guilt and sin, what occurs to a society
that loses these concepts, yet continues to
practice sin? Asked differently, what occurs
when sin is rampant, yet people do not
confess their sins and transgressions? The
answer is that the culture, society, and nation begin to deteriorate. The Bible reveals
the remedy to this deterioration, when the
remnant of Israel returned to their own
land from the time of captivity.
The Jewish exiles had been living several years in their land, during which they
experienced crop failure, drought, hostile
neighbors, and increased apathy in rebuilding the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem.
The purpose of the ministries of Haggai
and Zechariah was to remind the people of
their primary task, and to warn them of the
ongoing consequences of disobedience.
The prophets identified the people’s sin,
and the Jewish exiles acknowledged their
guilt and recommitted themselves to the
worship of God. Haggai 1:12 declares, “all
the remnant of the people, obeyed the
voice of the LORD their God…. And the
people showed reverence for the LORD.”
Additionally, the exiles acknowledged their
sin as the reason for God delivering them
“into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon” nearly one hundred years earlier.
The exiles confessed, “…our fathers had
provoked the God of heaven to wrath”
(Ezra 5:12).
The Jewish remnant experienced salvation when they devoted themselves to the
truth, confessed it, and committed themselves to it. God then declared Himself to
be present with them. The guilt of the
people was absolved by the grace of God’s
righteousness, and by no longer denying
their sin.
(1079)
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The Exalted
Lord, Gracious
and Just

It is no longer the head
on which the crown of
thorns lies, covered
with blood and wounds,
disfigured by disgrace
and torture.

An interpretation of the last book of the Bible. Part 12. Revelation 1:12-16.

Wim Malgo (1922–1992)

I

t is striking that John displays a certain reluctance to describe the exalted Christ. But it’s exactly this reserve that underscores the exalted
Lord’s majesty. “…Like unto the Son of man,
clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt
about the paps with a golden girdle” (Rev 1:13).
This is no longer the Son of Man in lowliness—no,
because he is girdled with a golden belt around his
chest. The long robe indicates His high priestly dignity, and the golden belt His royal dignity.
John sees the returning High Priest and King, or
the Messiah of Israel, at the deepest level. The
church that surrounds Him (the seven candlesticks)
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is His glory. He is the Redeemer and Ruler of His
kingdom. And then John sees the Lord’s head: “His
head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as
snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire” (v. 14).
It is no longer the head on which the crown of
thorns lies, covered with blood and wounds, disfigured by disgrace and torture. Rather, John describes the highest glory with the simplest
expressions. The Holy Spirit always does. For example, through the prophet Daniel, the Holy
Spirit uses the image of a stone being “cut out of
the mountain without hands.” This stone fills the
whole world and crushes the image of the na-

Visit midnightcall.com

tions, a description of the glory of the Son of
God (Dan 2).
John sees His head and hair shimmering white
as snow. He’s saying in this way that the indescribable splendor of heavenly glory is resting on Him.
The crown of thorns has become a crown of honor.
John no longer sees Jesus’ eyes filled with tears, as
when Jesus wept over Jerusalem, but now like
blazing flashes of fire. We find the same eyes in
Revelation 19:12: “His eyes were as a flame of fire,
and on his head were many crowns.”
This is the all-pervading gaze of His just and
holy love. Even now, these eyes are watching us
from His glory. They cause a man to break down,
like Peter when Jesus turned and looked at Him.
John no longer sees the feet of the Son of God
pierced, but “like unto fine brass, as if they burned
in a furnace” (v. 15). Eyes like flames of fire, and
feet as if they were glowing in a furnace—these
show Jesus as judge. He isn’t just a king and priest.
We also see Him as a judge in Revelation 2:18:
“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira
write; These things saith the Son of God, who hath
his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are
like fine brass.”
The fact that He is actually appearing here as a
judge for the nations and as a reconciler and High
Priest for Israel, is demonstrated by how He also
speaks of judgment and mercy to Thyatira: “Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except
they repent of their deeds” (Rev 2:22). That’s judgment. Yet He adds, “But unto you I say, and unto
the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put upon you none other
burden. But that which ye have already hold fast
till I come. And he that overcometh, and keepeth
my works unto the end, to him will I give power
over the nations” (verses 24-26). That’s grace!
The voice that John hears is no longer the gentle
voice of a good shepherd that fell silent, like a
sheep before its shearer, when it was spit upon and
reviled, and finally nailed to the cross. Now the
voice is so powerful that John has to use the word
“roar”—“ like the roar of many waters” (v. 15,

ESV). Isn’t that the voice of God’s judgment that
we hear so many times in the Bible? Jeremiah also
heard it. He compared it to the roaring of a lion
(Jer 25:30-38). Joel also describes this voice of
judgment: “The LORD also shall roar out of Zion,
and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the LORD will
be the hope of his people, and the strength of the
children of Israel” (Joel 3:16).
It’s also clear from this text that His voice means
judgment upon the nations and grace upon Israel.
Amos also heard this voice of the Lord: “And he
said, The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter his
voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations of the
shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel
shall wither” (Amos 1:2). Likewise, Hosea: “They
shall walk after the Lord: he shall roar like a lion:
when he shall roar, then the children shall tremble
from the west” (Hos 11:10).
Now John is showing us the face of the exalted
Lord in Revelation 1:16. But before he describes
His face, he talks about His right hand. It’s no
longer the hand into which the Roman soldiers
pressed a reed on the way to Golgotha to mock
His dignity. No, now He is holding the seven stars
in His right hand: “The mystery of the seven stars
which thou sawest in my right hand...The seven
stars are the angels of the seven churches” (Rev
1:20). So, he holds the seven ones accountable for
the seven churches, in the very hand that had
been pierced through. We’re looking at Jesus’ return in great strength and glory, with the glorified
church!
Then John also speaks of the Lord’s mouth. He
doesn’t see the mouth of the Lord that had been
struck by a soldier. No, he sees how a sharp, double-edged sword emerges from His mouth (v. 16).
It’s the incarnate Word of God. “For the word of
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb 4:12). “With the spirit of
his mouth,” says Paul, He will kill the wicked (2
Thess 2:8).
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RUSSIA

Anti-Coronavirus Drug for
Export
Russia may start exports of Avifavir, an anti-COVID-19 drug, after
the domestic demand is satisfied,
Chief Executive Officer of the
Russian Direct Investment Fund
(RDIF) Kirill Dmitriev and First
Deputy Minister of Industry and
Trade Sergey Tsyb told an online
conference.

© Egor Aleyev/TASS

“As Russia’s demand is satisfied, we
L suggest
that exports may also be
started. There are many requests from Middle Eastern countries, from Latin American
countries. Russia may become an exporter
of that drug,” Dmitriev said.
“In the future the drug has export potential as well, from the viewpoint of helping
people in other countries that need hightech products for tackling the coronavirus
infection today,” Tsyb said, adding that there
are several drugs to tackle particularly the
coronavirus in the portfolio of Russian companies, which are undergoing the clinical trials stage.
Avifavir, produced by a joint venture of
RDIF and ChemRar Group, is the first Russ-

ian Favipiravir-based drug, which has been
used in Japan since 2014 against severe
forms of influenza.
According to the results of ten days of
clinical trials, Avifavir demonstrated safety
with no new or previously unreported side
effects detected. Efficacy of the drug is
above 80%, a criterion for a drug with high
antiviral activity. The start of the final stage
of Avifavir clinical trials involving 330 patients was approved by the Russian Ministry
of Health on May 21, 2020.
-tass.com, 1 June 2020

Commentary: How effective Avifavir will
be is yet to be seen. But Russia’s pharmaceutical industry is going full blast. At the
time of writing (beginning of June), Russia’s deaths by coronavirus stand at 3.36
per 100,000 in population, which is significantly better than most European nations, who have been hit the hardest.
That’s most unexpected, because Europe
claims to be the richest, freest, and most
prosperous continent on earth.
As the coronavirus wanes a few
months down the road, the picture may
look somewhat different.
What we do know is that the whole
world has been affected; virtually the entire planet has shifted into emergency
mode,
awaiting
some kind of silver
bullet. But, even
so, it will only be
the end of one
virus. There are
many more to
7263
come.
(See Northern Storm Rising, Item #2294, $13.99.)

WORLD

Healthiest Countries on
Planet Earth
The fight at the frontlines of Covid19 is being waged in clinics and
hospitals around the world. But
the success of that fight has, in
large part, depended on the effectiveness of the healthcare systems
in each country. So far, there’s been
a noticeable correlation between a
country’s ability to contain the
virus and previous rankings of its
healthcare system to provide
positive health outcomes.

10 healthy countries, according to
L theTop2019
The Legatum Prosperity Index
1. Singapore
2. Japan
3. Switzerland
4. South Korea
5. Norway
6. Hong Kong
7. Iceland
8. Denmark
9. The Netherlands
10. Austria
[35. USA]

For this report, we looked specifically at
the 2019 The Legatum Prosperity Index,
conducted by the eponymous London-based
think tank, which measures economic and
social prosperity policies and conditions
based on 12 pillars in 167 nations. The
health pillar of the index specifically measures the extent to which people in each
country are healthy and have access to the
services necessary to maintain good health,
including health outcomes, healthy systems,
(continued next page)
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(continued from page 28)

low for the majority of people who may require
such interventions to receive them in a timely
manner,” said Dr. Alex Polyakov.
-www.bbc.com, 20 April 2020

Japan’s health-conscious culture means
that many people are already used to
wearing masks
(Credit: Mlenny/Getty Images)

illnesses and risk factors, and mortality
rates.
When it came to monitoring and reacting to the
emergence of Covid-19 in Wuhan, few countries
moved more swiftly than Israel, ranked 11th in the
health index. By the end of January 2020, the
Minister of Health had already signed the People's
Health Ordinance Decree to expand the Ministry’s
powers to deal with the potential outbreak.
The publicly based healthcare system also
allows for a more integrated and centrally controlled response. “People are not afraid to
reach out for medical help because they know
they will be covered and it will be free of
charge,” said Professor Arnon Afek, deputy director general of Israel’s Sheba Medical Center, the first hospital in the country to treat
coronavirus patients. “The cost of the healthcare system is very important, because in a
situation like this, you want people to seek out
care when they have symptoms so we can
find them and they won’t continue to spread
the disease.”
Coming in at 18th in the health pillar in the
index, Australia has currently managed to keep
the growth rate of cases to less than 5%—
“well beyond our expectations” and projected
case models, according to the Prime Minister
in an address to the country.
If current trends continue, it’s expected that
the Australian healthcare system will be able to
manage the expected increase in need for ventilators and ICU beds. “The availability of extra
capacity provided by the private system will al-

Commentary: While various other sources list
the top ten nations in different order, nonEuropean nations make up half of the top
ten. We note that Israel ranked 11th in the
World Health Index. The reason? “Israel is
among the leading countries in the number
of coronavirus tests per million population.”
Incidentally, there is no such thing as “free
of charge”; all is paid for by tax money.
But why is the US in 35th place?
TheHealthCareBlog.com lists six reasons
why other nations are ahead: 1) universal
healthcare; 2) better diet, fresh ingredients
and less packaged and processed food; 3)
strict regulation limiting opiate prescriptions; 4) lower levels of economic inequality; 5) severe and effective gun control laws;
and 6) increased attention when driving.
There are many other reasons, of course,
such as law firms, which entice people with
the promise of large sums of payout if the
case is left in their hands. Radio, television,
and gigantic billboard ads promise people involved in an accident that they will get rich.
That too is part of the inflated cost of healthcare in the US.
Nevertheless, in the end, there is no difference, except between those who have been
born again by the Spirit of God—accepting
the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus on Calvary’s Cross—and those who have not. There
are no statistics regarding the true number of
believers in various countries, except the listing of churches, religious institutions, publishing houses, etc. Thus,
the bottom line still is
Hebrews 9:27: “…It is
appointed unto men
once to die, but after
this the judgment.”
7248

(See Heavenly Rewards, Item
#2357, SALE $12.)
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ISRAEL

Archaeology Supports Biblical Record on Canaanites
A newly published study has shed
light on the genomic features of
the Canaanites, confirming that
the biblical people were indeed a
clear and homogeneous group
and supporting archaeological
findings.

Moreover, the research showed that
L many
present-day populations of the

area have ancestries from groups whose ancient proxy can be related to the Middle East.
The beginning of the book of Genesis narrates that God ordered the patriarch Abraham
to leave his native land of Haram and embark
on a journey to “a land that I will show you.
“When they arrived in the land of Canaan,
Abram passed through the land as far as the
site of Shechem, at the terebinth of Moreh.
The Canaanites were then in the land,” read
verses 5 and 6 in chapter 12.
Archaeologists indeed concur that around
the 2nd millennium BCE, or Middle/Late
Bronze Age—when according to some interpretations Abraham lived—the Canaanites
were the major presence in the land.
-www.jpost.com, 30 May 2020

Commentary: The Canaanites were the original inhabitants of the Promised Land. In
conjunction with the Canaanites, a total of
ten groups were mentioned by name, when
God gave the land to Abram and his descendants: “In the same day the Lord made a
covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed
have I given this land, from the river of
Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates: The Kenites, and the Kenizzites,
and the Kadmonites, And the Hittites, and
the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, And the
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites” (Genesis 15:187264
21).

(See You Can Understand the Book of Genesis, Item #2347,
$16.99.)
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Digital Money Success
For more than a decade, Kenyans
from the bustling capital of Nairobi
to far-flung farms have had access
to a digital payments service that
was ahead of its time. M-Pesa, introduced in 2007 by Vodafone and
Kenya’s Safaricom mobile provider,
lets users send and receive money
on their mobile phones, providing
bank-like services for millions who
had relied on cash and informal
networks.

Now, a coalition of nonprofits and tech
L companies
including Google and the
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation want to repeat those outcomes worldwide by making it
easier for developing countries to build realtime digital payments systems. They announced the formation of the Mojaloop
Foundation, which will develop and promote a
free, open-source real-time payments platform intended for nations and central banks.

The initiative would help tie together a growing array of digital financial services. M-Pesa,
which has expanded from Kenya to countries
including Ghana, Egypt, and India, has inspired
hundreds of imitators worldwide. But these
largely privately-run systems are fragmented.
“Systems [like M-Pesa] are silos,” says Kosta
Peric, deputy director of financial services for the
poor for the Gates Foundation. That can mean
friction and high fees to transact between systems. “Imagine a mobile phone system where
you can only talk to people connected to the
same provider. It’s useful, but only so much.”
Mojaloop-based systems are intended to be
hosted by each country’s governmental or financial authorities. But because they use a
shared standard, Peric says the systems could
eventually become interoperable across borders, further easing the global flow of funds.
-fortune.com, 6 May 2020

Commentary: Books have been written, videos
produced, and many articles published about
the cashless society. Today, there is no longer

EU

Coronavirus App Privacy
Concerns
National authorities have already
released or plan to roll out contact-tracing apps across the EU,
with the idea that these technologies make it easier and quicker for
health authorities to alert or find
those potentially exposed to the
coronavirus.

However, the human rights group
L Amnesty
International warned that the

use of surveillance technologies to combat
Covid-19 is, in many cases, not compatible with
international human rights standards and could
even lead to a more intrusive digital surveillance
state.
This potential backlash could encourage the
upcoming German EU’s council presidency in

Hungary has suspended various rights
under the EU’s data protection rules, due
to the coronavirus outbreak
(Photo: Thought Catalog)

the second half of the year to address the lack of
human right safeguards across member states
when applying tracing apps or any upcoming
technologies, as well as when exporting surveillance technologies, Lena Rohrbach from
Amnesty International Germany told this website.
Meanwhile, MEPs on the European Parliament’s committee on civil liberties warned that

a question about digital money; it’s real, it’s
fast, it’s safe, and harbors in itself prosperity. This former British colony, Kenya, has
a listed population of 53.527 million, of
which 33.4% are Protestant, 20.6%
Catholic, and 20.4% Evangelical, with
10.1% Muslim. Life expectancy stands at
69 years; per capita GDP is $3,500 (2017).
Imports are listed at $16 billion, and exports $5.8 billion; that trade imbalance is
typical for countries not functioning well.
But digital money, experts agree, could
accelerate the economy by an estimated
6% per annum. Will it work? Time will
tell. In the end, prosperity must come.
This is required for
the nations to closely
unify and, in the end,
ally with the god of
this world.

7268

(See

The

Non-Prophet’s

Guide to the End Times, Item
#2353, $16.99.)

“whenever personal data is processed in the
context of fighting Covid-19, data protection
rules are indispensable.”
The head of the European Data Protection
Supervisor, Wojciech Wiewiórowski, said that
data protection should not become a problem
to enabling digital solutions for a public health
crisis.
“We have the moral responsibility to use
the tools that we have on our hands to fight
the pandemic, but we have also the responsibility to minimize the impact of these technologies on our fundamental rights,”
Wiewiórowski said.
-euobserver.com, 12 May 2020

Commentary: While each nation bears a degree of responsibility for the well-being of
its citizens, it is becoming increasingly
clear that coronavirus is not a national, but
truly a universal issue. The damage done is
(continued next page)
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Privacy

only revealed in estimates; no one really
knows the end figure.
With this new proposed contact-tracing
app across the EU, the coronavirus and any
other pandemic in the future will be more
manageable—if the app is used properly. As
previously mentioned, Europe has the
strictest laws when it comes to protecting the
privacy of individuals. Thus, laws will need
to be changed to be implemented globally.
Whatever the end result, coronavirus is one
event that has exposed humankind’s helplessness on the one hand, and its eager intention
to solve its own problems on the other.
What we know from the words of Jesus is
that these things will
continue to happen,
they will increase and,
in the end, the world
will indeed become
one.
7257
(continued from page 30)

(See One World, Item #2203,
$15.99.)

USA

Billionaires Got $280 Billion Richer Since COVID-19
Though the coronavirus itself may
not discriminate in terms of who
can be infected, the COVID-19
pandemic is far from a great equalizer. In the same month that 22
million Americans lost their jobs,
the American billionaire class’s total wealth increased about 10%—
or $282 billion more than it was at
the beginning of March. They now
have a combined net worth of
$3.229 trillion.

These “pandemic profiteers,” as a new
L report
from the Institute for Policy Stud-

ies, a progressive think tank, calls them, is just
one piece of the wealth inequality puzzle in
America. In the background is the fact that since

[Source Image: Yulia Ogneva/Stock]

1980, the taxes paid by billionaires, measured
as a percentage of their wealth, dropped 79%.
Another key finding of the report is that after
the 2008 financial crisis, it took less than 30
months for billionaire wealth to return to its premeltdown levels. That wealth then quickly exceeded pre-2008 levels. But as of 2019, the
middle class in America has not even yet recovered to the level of its 2007 net worth. “People
went into the pandemic with the economic hangover from the Great Recession,” says Chuck
Collins, director of the Program on Inequality and
the Common Good at the Institute for Policy
Studies.
For the millions of Americans struggling to
pay rent, buy groceries, and just trying to survive
this pandemic, Collins notes that times of disaster do especially highlight the “unseemly underbelly of inequality.” But he also sees this time as
somewhat of an awakening. “The good news is
most people understand this. They actually support the public policies that would move us in
the other direction,” he says, such as a wealth
tax or progressive inheritance tax, or even a $15
minimum wage for grocery store employees
and other workers. “Our politicians might catch
up to where the general public is when it comes
to addressing these inequalities.”
-www.fastcompany.com, 23 April 2020

Commentary: The above excerpt from FastCompany.com, authored by Kristin Toussaint,
reminds us of the infamous words of Leona
Helmsley, “We don’t pay taxes; only the little
people pay taxes.” Depending on which criteria is being used to estimate real taxes paid, it
is quite evident that those with means know
how to utilize loopholes, mostly by legal avenues available to them.
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A recent story one of my sons sent me featured the well-known newscaster John Stossel,
who admitted he was a freeloader, taking advantage of the most generous government subsidies available—but only for the rich.
This, of course, is not news; it has always
been the case. The rich get richer, and the poor
pay the bill. However, we have to admit that
the average worker, virtually anywhere in the
world, is significantly better off than 100-200
years ago.
How do other countries manage? Switzerland, for instance, is not known for many billionaires—their lower income class is
relatively rich when compared to any other
country. The 10% lowest income segment consumes 7.5% of the Swiss national product,
with the highest 10% receiving 19%. In the
US, it is only 2% for the lowest segment and
30% for the highest segment.
But what does the Bible say? That’s really
the only thing that counts. Here we must quote
the first five verses of James 5: “Go to now, ye
rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that
shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. Your
gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of
them shall be a witness against you, and shall
eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days. Behold, the
hire of the labourers who have reaped down
your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud,
crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped
are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.
Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and
been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as
in a day of slaughter.” That is why the Bible
warns the believer, “But they that will be rich
fall into temptation and
a snare, and into many
foolish and hurtful lusts,
which drown men in destruction and perdition”
(1 Timothy 6:9).
7245

(See Global Financial Apocalypse
Prophesied, Item #1068, $14.95.)
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EUROPE

Supercomputers Hijacked
At least a dozen supercomputers
across Europe have shut down
after cyber-attacks tried to take
control of them.

supercomputing group
L Asayspan-European
they seem to have tried to use the

machines to mine cryptocurrency.
“A security exploitation” disabled access to
the Archer supercomputer, at the University of
Edinburgh, on 11 May.
“We now believe this to be a major issue
across the academic community as several
computers have been compromised in the UK
and elsewhere in Europe,” the team said.
Also on 11 May, another attack shut down
five supercomputers in Germany.
Others followed elsewhere in Germany in the
following days, as well as in Switzerland, and
reportedly Barcelona.
They exploited a Secure Shell (SSH) connection, which academic researchers use to log in
to the system remotely.
And once inside, the attackers appear to have
deployed cryptocurrency-mining malware.
The security team at the European Grid Infrastructure foundation said: “A malicious

The Archer supercomputer in Edinburgh
was one of those affected

group is currently targeting academic data
centers for CPU [central processing unit] mining purposes.
“The attacker is hopping from one victim to
another using compromised SSH credentials.”
Jamie Akhtar, chief executive of UK security
company Cybersmart, said: “Universities are
home to some of the most advanced research
projects in the world across many disciplines—including computer science—but
they are also notoriously vulnerable to attack if
they are connected to the wider university network.”
-www.bbc.com, 18 May 2020

Commentary: These supercomputers are taking over more and more control of finance,
commerce, and individuals. It’s no longer

USA

Conspiracy Theorists at
Work
Bill Gates, who has pledged $250
million to efforts to fight the pandemic, is the latest in a string of online targets despite the World Health
Organization’s efforts to fight what it
called an “infodemic”—misinformation fanned by panic and confusion about the virus.

In recent months, 5G networks and
L Hungarian-American
billionaire George

Soros have also been blamed for creating

Gates has long been a target for conspiracy
theorists (AFP Photo/Tobias SCHWARZ)

COVID-19, which has killed more than
315,000 people around the world.

weapons of war—fighter jets, tanks, or missiles—but simply knowledge. This knowledge is designed and built for the benefit of
those who are responsible for the creation
of such. Yet, it is self-evident that as computer science continuously progresses, so
does the “malicious group,” who is able to
harvest secrets despite best efforts to protect
them.
Here we are reminded of Daniel 12:4:
“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and
seal the book, even to the time of the end:
many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased.” While traveling has
been restricted due to the coronavirus, it
will explode again, and hundreds of millions, even billions of people will be traveling “to and fro,” and science or “knowledge
shall increase.”
In our days, we see the progressive fulfillment toward the ultimate goal: total control of all humanity.
Blessed is he who has
anchored his faith in the
solid rock of Jesus
Christ the Lord.

7252

(See Through the Eyes of the
Prophet, Item #2297, $10.50.)

“Bill Gates has always been a target of specific conspiracy communities,” said Rory
Smith, research manager at First Draft, a nonprofit that provides research and training for
journalists.
Gates—whose eponymous foundation has
spent billions of dollars improving healthcare
in developing countries over the past 20
years—has become “a kind of abstract
boogeyman,” said Whitney Phillips, an assistant professor at New York’s Syracuse University, where she teaches digital ethics.
A video accusing Gates of wanting “to
eliminate 15 percent of the population”
through vaccination and electronic mi(continued next page)
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(continued from page 32)

crochips has racked up nearly two million
views on YouTube.
“These conspiracies are powerful enough
to drive down institutional trust around health
organizations, and as a result, possibly drive
down vaccination rates, which is worrying,”
Smith said.
Debunking misinformation is “not about
saying that everyone is a good guy,” said
Sylvain Delouvee at France’s University of
Rennes, pointing to privacy concerns around
the race to build coronavirus tracking apps
and governments’ use of medical data.
-news.yahoo.com, 18 May 2020

Commentary: This is something that had not
been previously possible. The Internet
makes it easy to spread information—
whether right or wrong—globally. Doubtless, it is part of the continuous and
progressive work of globalism.
So, the question, what is globalism? In
simple words: free trade, open borders, and
ultimately equality for all. The US is a pioneer of this development, for we read in the
Declaration of Independence, “We hold
these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.” Although
this was not really true, because it did not
apply to the native inhabitants of the country, nor to black people, or in many cases to
Asians. They did not have the “unalienable
right to pursue life, liberty, and happiness.”
But, the goal is clear: this is what all people
everywhere in the world want. How to
achieve it? That’s the question.

Today, we may identify the three powerbrokers that are competing with each other
as capitalism, socialism, and communism.
Capitalism, in reality, does not exist in its
purest form, except for the world’s elite. A
combination of social-capitalism, however,

% 1-800-845-2420

is working rather well in Europe, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand. Emerging is
communist-social-capitalism, as practiced
by China—and, we must add, rather successfully.
As believers, we must keep in mind that
the Bible says, “we are not ignorant of his
(the devil’s) devices.” His intention is to be
the world’s peacemaker, the beloved savior,
the universalist, who will proclaim that all
men are created equal. But in the end, he
will demand to be worshiped as god.
Therefore, the conspiracy theorists have
a point, although in
the wrong direction.
7250

(See Uncovering the Secrets of
Bible Prophecy, Item #2349,
$14.99.)
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Banning the Word
Coronavirus
The Central Asian country of Turkmenistan claims it has no coronavirus cases. But if you happen to
utter the word “coronavirus” while
waiting, say, for the bus in the whitemarbled capital Ashgabat, there’s a
good chance you’ll be arrested.

L

that plainclothes police officers are also arresting people who wear face masks or discuss the pandemic in public.
Turkmenistan’s neighbor to the south, Iran,
is one of the countries worst hit by the coronavirus. Other neighboring countries in Central
Asia have hundreds of confirmed cases.
-www.npr.org, 31 March 2020

Commentary: As we have repeatedly pointed
out, the coronavirus outbreak is further solidifying globalism, in part because countries rely on expertise and supplies from
each other—especially in this case, because a global pandemic must by definition be fought uniformly across the world.
However, there are a few countries that
insist on going it alone and ignoring or, in
the case of Turkmenistan, denying the issue
entirely. While this may seem to work in
the short-term (as of this writing, Turkmenistan still reports zero cases), it will
end up being a clear demonstration and lesson against this strategy, as the disease will
undoubtedly spread
throughout the country in the near future,
just as it has in its
ravished neighbor to
the south, Iran.
7221

(See The Day Approaching,

Citing reports from Chronicles of Turkmenistan, which Reporters Without
Borders describes as a rare independent media outlet in this notoriously
Visit
secretive and restrictive country, the
midnightcall.com/pn
press freedom organization says
Berdymukhamedov’s government has
Need More
forbidden state-controlled media from
Up-to-Date
writing or uttering the word and has
News?
ordered its removal from health
brochures distributed at hospitals,
schools and workplaces.

Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty
correspondents in Ashgabat report
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Letters to the Editor
Address letters for publication to: Letters to the Editor, Midnight Call, PO Box 84309, Lexington, SC 29073. Include full name,
address, and daytime phone number or email. Without name and address, letters will be discarded unread. All material is
subject to editing. Midnight Call assumes all publishing rights on letters sent to the Editor.
Note: All letters will be answered by the Executive Editor, Arno Froese.

UNIVERSE BALANCING...
GLOBAL WARMING...
HAM AND JAPHETH
Universe Balancing

Global Warming

Dear Arno Froese,
Very good articles in Midnight Call. I was recently given a book on Bible doctrine by Wayne
Grudem. Do you know if this is a good source? I
read Christian magazines, devotions, the Word,
listen to Christian music and Moody Bible programs. Would value your opinion.
Also, I have heard more from younger folks
about the universe balancing itself as the world
undergoes lockdown due to the virus. What is
that? I see it as God is in control and still runs
the show. Through His love, He has given us the
opportunity to receive grace by the acceptance of
His Son as Savior. Appreciate your response.

Man has little impact on the so-called global
warming. Mostly what impacts our planet’s
warming and cooling trends is the sun. Sun
spot activity. There are scientists that have
shown a direct link with the sun heating and
cooling, and we could be moving toward another mini Ice Age in the near future. We need
to consider ALL of the science. Not just one
view.

-B. Strack, IN

Answer: Dr. Wayne Grudem is unknown to me. Looking at
the Internet, he seems to be a Bible-believing, defending
and practicing Christian.
“Universe balancing itself” is also new to me. God is in
absolute control, as you rightly state, and His words teach
us that “…the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat” (2 Peter 3:12b).
But for those who believe, the next verse is refreshing:“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
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-J. Scott, ID

Answer: Thank you for your appropriate statement, “We
need to consider all of the science.” What we do know scientifically is that industry does contribute to temperature increase. When one measures the temperature in the
woods or a field and compares it with that of a mega-city,
then it’s self-evident. While I am not a “tree-hugger,” I give
credit to the environmentalists who make it their concern to have purer air, cleaner water, etc. Back in the
1960s, when we resided in Hamilton, Ohio, not too far
away from an industrial metal plant, my wife would have
to re-wash laundry hanging on the clothesline, when the
wind blew in a certain direction and dumped ash on it.
The river through the town literally smelled bad; today,
the air is cleaner and the river almost clear. Here I think
we should apply honor to whom honor is due.

Visit midnightcall.com

Ham and Japheth
In a conversation with a friend, he stated that
two of the sons of Noah—Ham and Japheth—
went into the ark unsaved and came out unsaved, and that they also later helped build the
Tower of Babel. I realize this thinking is unscriptural, but would like your opinion.
-A. Kinsey, OH

Answer: There is no evidence in Scripture that Ham and
Japheth helped build the Tower of Babel. Also, during the
time of the ark, salvation was not completed. The righteousness of a person was measured based on his or her
being obedient to God’s law, and in Abraham’s case, faith.
From Pentecost on, believers are baptized with the Holy
Spirit and are sealed for all eternity. The Old Testament
saints were looking forward to the accomplished salvation.

Job called out: “I know that my redeemer liveth.” David exclaimed: “O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.” We, as
New Testament believers, look back on the accomplished
work of salvation.

Israel the Fig Tree?
In the August issue of News From Israel, page 11,
Thomas Lieth says in the first sentence, “We are
privileged in our time to see the renewed blossoming of the fig tree (Israel).” Isn’t this supposed to be an olive tree or vineyard?
-J. Ambrose, MD

Answer: The fig tree is a symbolic picture of Israel, the
same as the olive tree or vineyard. Thomas Lieth refers to
Matthew 21:18-20. See also chapter 24, verses 32-33. The
fig tree prophetically demonstrates Israel’s resurrection. MC

Are You Noticing the

Signs of the Times?

NEW

A

s a Jewish native Israeli who is a Christian, Amir Tsarfati has
a distinct perspective that weaves biblical history, current
events, and Bible prophecy together to shine light on the
mysteries about the end times. From his vantage point in the
Middle East and through careful Bible study, Amir points to
evidence that informs us the return of the Lord is imminent.
In The Day Approaching, you will learn…
• God’s plans for the world, Israel, the
church, and you
• that the signs of Christ’s return are
visible all around us
• about the smoke screen of deception
that will lure people away from truth
• how even now God is revealing Himself
to people and changing their hearts
• of the wonders that await us in Jesus’
future millennial kingdom
As you seek hope and clarity about earth’s final days, let the Bible
alone be the resource you turn to for answers.

THE DAY APPROACHING

ITEM #2362

224 pgs. • Paperback

$15.99 Sale $14 Author: Amir Tsarfati
% 1-800-845-2420
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“And his servants came near, and spake unto
him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid
thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not
have done it? how much rather then, when he
saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? Then went
he down, and dipped himself seven times in
Jordan, according to the saying of the man of
God: and his flesh came again like unto the
flesh of a little child, and he was clean”
(2 Kings 5:13-14).

aptain Naaman was healed by following
the instruction of Israel’s prophet, Elisha.
His disease was completely cured after
he dipped himself in the waters of the Jordan
River.
Who was this Naaman? Verse 1 answers:
“Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of
Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man
in valour, but he was a leper.” Syria defeated Israel; they ruled the land and the people, because
God had given over to Syria the rebellious house
of Israel. We carefully note the words “by
him”—that means Captain Naaman—“the Lord
had given deliverance unto Syria.” He was great,
honorable, and mighty, yet smitten with leprosy.
There was no cure for this disease in Syria; thus,
he was advised by “a little maid,” who was a servant to Naaman’s wife. She knew of Elisha, and
believed in God and His prophet.
After Naaman was healed, he did the right
thing; he returned to prophet Elisha and offered
a reward: “And he returned to the man of God,
he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that
there is no God in all the earth, but in Israel:
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now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy
servant” (2 Kings 5:15). But Elisha did not accept; he was determined not to be paid by the
Syrian, thus prophetically demonstrating that
salvation is free.
Here we are reminded of the words of Jesus:
“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead,
cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely
give” (Matthew 10:8). That’s one of the most difficult things to proclaim, and yet so simple: salvation really is free. Paul writes: “Being justified
freely by his grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).
A recent article in the Jerusalem Post comes to
mind, headlined, “Three Gulf states seek partnership with Israel to fight coronavirus.” Here
some excerpts:
Three Gulf states have reached out to Israel to receive
information and assistance in the fight against the
novel coronavirus disease known as COVID-19. The
three make up half of the countries that are members
of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).
“I have heard leaders in the Gulf say over and over,
‘with our resources and wealth and Israeli innovation,
we can create a vaccine and a cure’…They have seen
this pandemic as an opportunity for cooperation between themselves and Israel,” said Rabbi Marc

Visit midnightcall.com

“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye
have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8). That’s one of the most difficult
things to proclaim, and yet so simple: salvation really is free. Paul writes:
“Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus” (Romans 3:24).
Schneier, who has extensive ties in the Persian Gulf as president of the interfaith dialogue organization Foundation for
Ethnic Understanding.“There’s an opportunity to join forces
here. So many issues transcend politics in the Middle East.”
Schneier and Yoel Hareven, director of Sheba’s International Division, said that Bahrain and another Gulf state,
which they declined to name, have taken an interest in
telemedicine or remote medicine innovations in Israel and
the ways the Jewish state has responded to the coronavirus
pandemic.
“We offered them any help they need, even if it’s connecting doctors or nurses, or sending teams to them, sharing logistical knowledge,” Hareven said. “Whatever help we
can give our neighbors—we will do it happily.”
Hareven called medical matters “the only non-political issue we can agree on.”
UAE Ambassador to the UN Lana Nusseibeh said
during a webinar hosted by the American Jewish

Committee and the Jewish Insider that she is unaware
of any current cooperation between her country and
Israel, but added: “Our perspective on science and
tackling this pandemic is that it shouldn’t know borders or boundaries... I’m sure there’s a lot of scope for
cooperation; I don’t think we’d be opposed to it.”
-www.jpost.com, 10 May 2020

What Israel is doing will be remembered by these
and other unmentioned Arab nations. Israel’s
technology, particularly in medical science, will
be even more decisive in the future. Arab and Islamic states will simply have to recognize the reality of Israel, and thereby the words we find in
Amos 9:15: “And I will plant them upon their
land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of
their land which I have given them, saith the
Lord thy God.” MC
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Separated from the Public
a Means of Grace?
Many gatherings, including our Easter conference, had to be canceled. The day of
the first canceled church service, we received special encouragement.
By Fredy Peter

B

ecause of the coronavirus, on
March 15th we were unable to
celebrate our public worship service for the first time. Of course, in addition to our church, Zion’s Hall, this
also applied to many other churches
and assemblies. Probably all of us were
perturbed, at a loss, shocked. No
church service? What’s coming next?
What could this lead to?
On this historic March 15th, Charles
H. Spurgeon’s devotional book The
Promises of God had some particularly
comforting words regarding the following verse: “Therefore say, ‘Thus says
the Lord GOD: Though I removed
them far off among the nations, and
though I scattered them among the
countries, yet I have been a sanctuary
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to them for a while in the countries
where they have gone’” (Ezek 11:16).
Spurgeon writes: “Banished from the
public means of grace, we are not removed from the grace behind the
means of grace. The Lord, who places
his people where they feel like exiles,
will himself be with them. He will be to
them all that they could have had at
home in the place of their sacred assemblies. Take this promise as your
own if you are called to wander!
“God is to his people a place of
refuge. They find sanctuary with him
from every adversary. He is their place
of worship too. He is with them as he
was with Jacob when he slept in the
open field and woke, saying, ‘Surely the
LORD is in this place’ (Gen 28:16). To

“The Lord, who places his people where they feel like exiles, will himself
be with them.” – Charles Haddon Spurgeon
them he will also be a sanctuary of
peace, like the Most Holy Place, which
was the noiseless abode of the Eternal.
They will be kept from fear of evil.
“God himself, in Christ Jesus, is the
sanctuary of mercy. The ark of the
covenant is the Lord Jesus, and Aaron’s

rod, the pot of manna, the tables of the
law are in Christ our sanctuary. In God
we find the shrine of holiness and of
communion. What more do we need?
“Oh, Lord, fulfill this promise and
always be to us like a little sanctuary!”
(MR0520)
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Our Volunteers Program
By Samantha LaGoy
Public Relations Secretary
COVID-19 Israel Update
Thank you for standing with us; your prayer is of
value before the LORD, and it carries us through.
Thank you!
As of 28 May 2020, Israel has had 281 people who
have passed away of coronavirus, and 27.8% who are
now unemployed, since the beginning of the lockdown in March. We thank the Lord for His continued protection; not only in Israel, but also in the
Ebenezer Home! The Lord has once again kept us.
Now that things with COVID-19 are easing up,
borders beginning to re-open and everything getting back to a new-normal, we would like to share
with you about our volunteers program.

If you are looking for an opportunity to travel
to Israel, experience the land, and serve the people there, then the Ebenezer Home might be just
the place for you!
We have an amazing volunteers program,
where one can come to serve for between 6
months to 2 years. While working as nurses’ aid,
kitchen helper, maintenance, or a variety of other
tasks, you will be able to travel and experience
the land during your free time off! It is truly a
life-changing experience, and we hope that you
will pray about joining us.
We asked some of our volunteers, why is
Ebenezer special to you?

“Special about
Ebenezer for me
is our faith in our
Lord Jesus. Despite our extremely different
backgrounds, we
have a common
basis on which
we can build,
every single day.
We work toward
the same goal,
which determines our actions: serving Jesus
Christ. I like to be a volunteer here at the
Ebenezer Home, because I can use my skills in different places. I have the opportunity to develop
myself and learn a lot of new things.”

“Wow, what a question. It
makes me start thinking…I worked in so many
different elderly homes
and developed special
experiences with people.
Residents became friends
of mine. But Ebenezer is
different. The question
comes up, what makes it
different? I can’t find the
right words…it’s hard to
describe. Ebenezer has
unique challenges, as
every place. But many
small things make it really
special! Every day you can collect so many ‘pearls,’ precious
experiences. The biggest pearl is, ‘We are one in Yeshua.’”

– Marit (Volunteer, Germany)

– Karen Abrahamsen (Volunteer, Faroe Islands)

40

M I D N I G H T

C A L L

Visit midnightcall.com

E B E N E Z E R

H O M E

“

I think for me, it’s the relationship between the residents and employees.
Whenever I’m there, we talk to each other and reach out to one another, despite
the fact that I don’t know them so well, and don’t get to see them that often
anymore.”– Noomi (Daughter of an Employee, Israel)
“What I love about Ebenezer is that the leadership seek God in
everything that they do. I like that they bring the workers
together for breakfast and devotion. It feels like a family. It’s
unique in the fact that all the residents come from different
countries and backgrounds. There are missionaries, Holocaust
survivors, etc. …but God brings them from all these different
places, together. It’s fantastic to hear all these many languages, but all in one, because of Yeshua. As a volunteer,
I experience here how God is working in all situations for the
good. Even through the challenges, I have learned a lot. I enjoy
being a volunteer at Ebenezer; yes, I do!”
– Katelyn (Volunteer, Florida, USA)
“I enjoy the time that I have as a nurses’ aide here for the residents,
and the extra time that I get to spend with them, fellowshipping.
I am not used to getting this blessing from my previous jobs. It enables and cultivates a completely different relationship with one
another. It is really a privilege to be able to take care of these people. As I read and hear their stories, I realize what a hero each one
is, and I can call them my brothers and sisters.”
– Elisabeth (Volunteer, Germany)

“As a volunteer, I enjoy being in another country and getting to
see all the differences. You learn so much! Also, just being around
here, Ebenezer is different from the other elderly homes that I
know of. I do love to pray together with the residents, and appreciate that they really need us here. As a registered nurse from Norway, I’m not allowed to work as a nurse in Israel. But Ebenezer
gives me the opportunity to use some of my professional abilities
as a nurses’ aide.”
– Hanna (Volunteer, Norway)

For more information on our volunteers program, please visit our website: https://www.ebenezer.co.il/
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Midnight Call’s July Resource Guide
How the Torah Fulfills Its
Goals in Yeshua
NEW

In Reading Moses, Seeing Jesus, we give our
Messianic Jewish perspective to the following
questions:
What is the purpose of the law?
Why did God give the Torah in the first place?
Did Messiah come to point us back to the law?
Are we under the law?
Should we follow Rabbinic traditions?
What about our Hebraic Roots?
Should we keep the Torah? How?

READING MOSES, SEEING JESUS

Discover
the Savior
on Every
Page of
Scripture

BLOODLINE ITEM #2355

ITEM #2363

256 pgs. • Paperback

128 pgs. • Paperback

$16.99 Sale $12

$12.99 Sale $10

Author: Skip Heitzig

Authors: Seth D. Postell, Eitan Bar, Erez Soref

The story of Noah is
one of the most
captivating in all the
Bible.

Many people are
unaware of the
signs of the times.
WAKE THE BRIDE

AS IT WAS IN THE DAYS OF
NOAH ITEM #2286

ITEM #2302
224 pgs. • Paperback

176 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12

$11.99 Sale $9

Author: Jeff Kinley

Author: Jeff Kinley

Are You Living in
Light of Eternity?
HEAVENLY REWARDS
ITEM #2357
192 pgs. • Paperback
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What’s the Truth
About Eternity?
10 MISTAKES PEOPLE
MAKE ABOUT HEAVEN,
HELL, AND THE AFTERLIFE

$14.99

ITEM #2350 • 208 pgs.
Paperback

Sale $12

$13.99 Sale $10

Author: Mark Hitchcock

Author: Mike Fabarez
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Rethinking Commonly Misused Bible Verses
Does it ever feel as though Bible verses have been repeated so often they have lost their
meaning? Like a game of Bible Mad Libs where bits and pieces of Scripture are pulled and
patched together to fit a fill-in-the-blank narrative that strays from what God really said?
Misquoted dives into the most commonly misused verses from the Bible—verses that are
well worth reclaiming because of the significant impact they can have on your life. You will
discover that Scripture, when you consider the context…

NEW

is not all about us, but Christ and the forgiveness of our sins
is an ever-flowing fountain of true hope and lasting comfort
is not all that mysterious, but when properly understood, has real life-changing power

Discover the origins and
history of the Holy Scriptures
UNLOCKING THE BIBLE ITEM #2315
MISQUOTED ITEM #2360
208 pgs. • Paperback

320 pgs. • Paperback

$16.99 Sale $14

$14.99 Sale $10

Author: Jeff Lasseigne

Author: Dan Suelzle

Is the Bible the Word
of God? Can we prove
the Bible is true?
WHY BELIEVE THE BIBLE?
ITEM #2292
206 pgs. • Paperback

Unleashing the
Power of God’s Word
in Your Life
LIFE-CHANGING BIBLE VERSES
YOU SHOULD KNOW ITEM #2299
200 pgs. • Paperback

$12.99 Sale $10

$12.99 Sale $10

Author: John MacArthur

Authors: Erwin W. Lutzer and
Rebecca Lutzer

Making God’s Word Your Own
Bestselling author Tim LaHaye was a nationally recognized Bible teacher who wanted each reader
to know that the Bible was written for them—they need not rely on scholars and teachers to interpret it. In this 30th anniversary edition of his bestselling How to Study the Bible for Yourself (more
than 850,000 copies sold) readers will discover how to:
• locate the Bible's major principles, promises, and commands • understand key verses and
themes • achieve an enriching, lifelong habit of Bible study

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE FOR YOURSELF ITEM #2308 • 192 pgs. • Paperback

$13.99 Sale $12 Author: Tim LaHaye
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Five Remarkable Narratives of the Faith
The empires of man will always crumble and fall, but the kingdom of Jesus Christ will
continue forever. This collection covers five of the greatest life narratives of all time.
A thorough study of these great books will help students understand the life,
theology, and worldview of some of the greatest Christian men in church history.
Sit at the feet of some of the best teachers God has given to His church.
Augustine Confessions • Patrick Confessions • John Knox History of the
Reformation In Scotland • John Bunyan Grace Abounding • John Paton Autobiography

GREAT CHRISTIAN CLASSICS VOL. 1 ITEM #2338
635 pgs. • Hardcover

$49.99 Sale $40

Editor: Kevin Swanson

An exquisite reproduction of a circa-1850 large,
single-volume collection of Flavius Josephus’
complete literary works.
A priest, scholar, and warrior, this Jewish historian was born just a few years after
the death of Jesus Christ. Best known for his works The Antiquities of the Jews and
The Jewish Wars, Josephus is an oft-cited source for students of biblical
chronology and history.

THE COMPLETE WORKS OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS *

ITEM #2241

890 Pages • Hardcover

$59.99 Sale $45
Editor: William Whiston

A Clear and Reliable Guide to Each Book of the Bible
With beautiful, full-color photos, maps, and illustrations, this book-by-book companion to
the Bible provides a fascinating and carefully crafted summary of the information you
need to know to grasp the big picture of the Bible.

THE BAKER ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO THE BIBLE
ITEM #2316 • 176 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12
Authors: J. Daniel Hays and J. Scott Duvall

A Book by Book Guide to Archaeological
Discoveries Related to the Bible
ZONDERVAN HANDBOOK OF BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY ITEM #2339
408 pgs. • Hardcover

$42.99
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The Psychological
Seduction of
Christianity

Be Ready at Any Time
A Christianity that is only interested in this
world, is ignoring the warning, “And when
these things begin to come to pass, then look
up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh” (Luke 21:28).

Almost everywhere one turns in
the church one sees psychology.
As we have repeatedly
demonstrated, the psychologizing
of the church is neither biblically
nor scientifically justifiable.
PsychoHeresy demonstrates the
fact that psychological
explanations about life and
psychological solutions to life’s
problems are questionable at best, detrimental at worst, and
spiritual counterfeits at least.

PSYCHO HERESY

AND THEY KNEW NOT ITEM #9117
Tract • Size: 8" x 3.375"

$3 for 100
Author: Heinrich Angst

ITEM #2213

468 pgs. • Paperback

Are you missing
half the story
about the last
days?

$20 Sale $18

Authors: Martin and Deidre Bobgan

Yoga: What position
should a Christian hold?
From fast-food franchise promotion to virtual
video-game venues, yoga is a revolutionary
movement worldwide — even among
Christians. But is it simply stretching, as some
Christians claim? Is it a way to “breathe out”
the effects of sin and stress, allowing the
believer to “breathe in” the Holy Spirit? Or is
yoga one of the greatest Trojan horses of our
time?

YOGA AND THE BODY OF CHRIST

A well-defined portrait of the
woman and her powerful place
in the Antichrist’s future
empire.

A WOMAN RIDES THE BEAST
580 pgs. • Paperback

$17.99 Sale $14
Author: Dave Hunt

ITEM #2224

176 pgs. • Paperback

$9.99 Sale $8

ITEM #2296

Author: Dave Hunt

A Biblical View of Marriage

om/specials
midnightcall.c r FREE
Sign up fo
lo
weekly specia

ffer emails.

Marriage is God’s holy institution: it is intended for the reproduction of the human race. This institution stands for all
time and cannot be changed by human thoughts, fleshly
lusts or by modern trends. There is no such thing as a modern marriage, only modern abuse of marriage.

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT
MARRIAGE? ITEM #1076
32 pgs. • Booklet

$2.50 Sale $1.50
Author: Dr. Gertrud Wasserzug

% 1-800-845-2420
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A Visual Guide to Understanding Bible Prophecy
Bestselling author Tim LaHaye and prophecy expert Thomas Ice teamed up to produce a visual
resource unmatched by anything available in the Christian book marketplace! The result of
decades of careful research and Bible study, the charts and well-written explanatory text
provide a fascinating picture of the times ahead. Charting the End Times includes…
• A foldout portraying God’s complete plan for the ages
• More than 50 full-color charts and diagrams
• Timelines of the end times
• A comprehensive overview of the key elements of the last days
• Clear answers to tough end-times questions

CHARTING THE END TIMES

ITEM #2320 • 144 pgs. • Hardcover

$26.99 Sale $20 Authors: Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice
Instructive, practical study guide
Designed for use by individuals or study groups, Charting the End Times Prophecy Study Guide
takes readers step by step through the high points of Bible prophecy with helpful charts that
offer a clear picture of what will happen and when in the last days. Readers will welcome this
interactive study about the Rapture, the Tribulation, the return of Christ, the judgment, the
Millennial kingdom, heaven, and more.
A dynamic resource that can be used with or without the companion book.

CHARTING THE END TIMES PROPHECY STUDY
144 pgs. • Paperback

GUIDE ITEM #2321

$9.99 Sale $7 Authors: Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice
God’s Plan Made Clear from Beginning to End
The Bible follows the rise and fall of kingdoms and governments, covers millennia of
ancient history, and reveals God’s plan for humanity through powerful accounts that still
speak today. Charting the Bible Chronologically by authors Ed Hindson and Thomas Ice
gives readers a panoramic view of the events recorded in Scripture, all laid out in
chronological order. Included in this book’s 40-plus full-color charts are…
• Timelines of biblical history
• Overviews of major empires
• A master foldout chart of the entire Bible

CHARTING THE BIBLE CHRONOLOGICALLY

ITEM #2322 • 144 pgs. • Hardcover

$29.99 Sale $25 Authors: Ed Hindson and Thomas Ice
You can understand Bible prophecy!
In this guide, originally titled Understanding Bible Prophecy for Yourself, you’ll find all the
essential building blocks for understanding prophecy and more:
• step-by-step examples of how to interpret Bible passages on the rapture, second coming,
and millennial kingdom
• charts that present a clear outline of the future
• exercises to help you get a precise understanding of key Bible prophecies
• a comprehensive overview of God’s plan for the future

BIBLE PROPHECY FOR EVERYONE

ITEM #2305

248 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12 Author: Tim LaHaye
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O B I T U A RY

ANN FANKHAUSER
(29 August 1938 – 1 June 2020)

W

ith sadness, we received the news
that Ann Fankhauser had passed
away on 1 June. Although expected,
it is always a shock and a degree of vacuum is
created for those who are left behind. But we
know the Lord, and He giveth grace upon grace,
particularly in view of the fact that she served the
risen master, Jesus Christ.
It was 53 years ago when I first met Ann
Fankhauser and her friend Judy (who went
home in 1986). There was a need for the Mitternachtsruf (German Midnight Call) to be translated into English. These two British ladies
spontaneously volunteered to be translators, although Ann had 7 and Judy had 5 children. Often, I think back on those days when we received

the first Midnight Call from Switzerland; it was in
1968. Later, we started to print our own in
Hamilton, Ohio, beginning with the January
1970 issue. That was all made possible by the
very faithful voluntary work Ann and Judy tirelessly completed month after month, year after
year. Ann suffered a cerebral hemorrhage in
2014, but until 2019, she insisted on translating
articles, even when they were no longer usable.
For Ann, what is written in Revelation 14:13
aptly applies: “…Blessed are the dead which die
in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit,
that they may rest from their labours; and their
works do follow them.”
Our deepest condolences on behalf of the
Midnight Call staff in the USA. MC
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“A much-needed
resource for those
serious about
biblical studies.”
NEW

—Mark M. Yarbrough, president, Dallas
Theological Seminary

T

he Bible has long been dismissed as a book of myths,
legends, fairy tales, and propaganda. Yet when we
examine the archaeological evidence, its accuracy comes
to light.
Using this visual guide, you can find context for your
faith as you make your way through the Bible. Dr.
Kennedy’s photographs and detailed descriptions enable

you to examine each piece of fascinating evidence for
yourself.
From the earliest tablets of creation to artifacts
connected with the life and resurrection of Jesus,
Unearthing the Bible shows you can be confident there is
an abundance of archaeological support for the history
told in the Scriptures.

UNEARTHING THE BIBLE ITEM #2365 • 256 pgs. • Paperback

$22.99 New Author: Titus Kennedy

