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Keep in the Midst of the Path
By Norbert Lieth
Director of Missions, Midnight Call International

A

nyone who has read John Bunyan’s
book The Pilgrim’s Progress is familiar with the following story:
The converted pilgrim “Christian” is on
his way to lodgings. Two people come towards him, “Mistrust” and “Timorous.”
They tell him that they have turned back
because there are lions on the way to the
shelter. When Christian continues and sees
the lions, he, too, wants to turn back. But
the gatekeeper of the lodge calls to him, “Is
thy strength so small? Fear not the lions, for
they are chained, and are placed there for
trial of faith where it is, and for discovery of
those that have none: keep in the midst of
the path, and no hurt shall come unto
thee.” Christian heeds this advice and arrives safely at his destination. This story
calls to mind the Scripture: “We know that
whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but
he that is begotten of God keepeth himself,
and that wicked one toucheth him not” (1
John 5:18).
What do we want to achieve with our
magazine? We want to encourage you to
keep to the middle of the path, with Jesus
Himself being the path and its center. It is
our wish that our readers and us be Christcentered. And, we want to provide balanced
content that takes into account the entire
counsel of God.
The Apostle Peter warns us, “Be sober,
be vigilant; because your adversary the
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devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet
5:8). How does the enemy try to harm us,
and how can we protect ourselves from
the roaring lion? His primary names give
us information: “And the great dragon
was cast out, that old serpent, called the
Devil, and Satan…” (Rev 12:9).
– Revelation uses the image of a burning red, angry dragon for our adversary.
As Peter says, he is a “roaring lion…seeking whom he may devour.” An angry
predator on the hunt will always attack
the weakest (easiest to attack) victim.
Where we are particularly weak, we are
particularly vulnerable and open to the
dragon’s attack. The devil is lying in wait
for it. We protect ourselves by being vigilant.
– He is also the old serpent that injects
its poison, which slowly becomes more
potent. Those who venture too close to
the serpent (also a metaphor for sin) are
bitten and poisoned. Small, initial sins
can enlarge; minor experiments become
addictions. We can be dominated by coercions and completely change our nature
for the worse. We protect ourselves by
avoiding temptation and sin.
– The word “devil” (Greek: diabolos)
means “accuser” or “slanderer.” The devil
wants to accuse us, both through the world
and through other Christian brothers and
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sisters, as well as through our own soul by way of self-accusation. We
protect ourselves by invoking Jesus and the work He accomplished. But
“devil” also means “bringer of confusion.” He slanders the Word of
God, twists it, turns everything upside down; he turns evil into good
and good into evil. We protect ourselves if we stick to the Word of God.
– “Satan” means “opponent” or “adversary.” He opposes the truth,
and everything that is of God or belongs to God. He fights against it,
against Israel, against the Church, against individual Christians,
against the Bible. The adversary fights against the prophetic Word, to
make us lose sight of it. We protect ourselves by letting the Holy Spirit
reign.
All of this means: We preserve ourselves by staying on the path—
firmly in its center—in Christ, in the Holy Spirit, in the Word of God.
The devil cannot devour a life centered in Christ.
We hope that this issue will also help you remain in the midst of the
path. May God bless you! MC
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A main focus of our writings has always been global endtime
money trends, and of conditions that specifically lead to The
Endtime Money Snare (TEMS). It is all about global political
economy. That might sound boring. To the contrary.

W

e are discussing here cosmological, dark-world conspiracies
that are validated in the Bible.
As such, we are certain of our views. We
are in no way madmen chasing wind. A
great conspiracy is unfolding … that still
awaits the rise of a “master of intrigue”
(Daniel 8:23).
Where does it all start and end? Satan
and his minions (along with complicit humans) have been building a money trap for
humanity for some time. It has been advancing step by step throughout the past
several centuries. The ultimate goal is unifying mankind in a rebellion against God.
Recently, several gargantuan steps toward that goal have taken place. The
COVID-19 pandemic has served to be a
catalyst … a massive accelerant. In our
view, it is the biggest tactical advance of
TEMS ever, and signifies that Satan’s
agenda is accelerating boldly. The fulfillment of the prophecy of Revelation 13:17
is rapidly approaching.
As we are discussing conspiracies here,
we must first set some precautions. It is a
field that attracts much wild-eyed speculation. This writer discloses that he never
had much of a dalliance with radical and
groundless, global conspiracy theories that
plug up the Internet. That is not to say that
there are not any conspiracies. There are
many, and among them, a colossal one.
That is the one we want to focus on, as we
will explain further.
Yes, there are many conspiracy theories that are full of innuendo and un-

proven allegations. One finds that the details are often speculative and blurry. As
such, most conspiracy theories are difficult to validate. Their focus is generally
upon specific human actors ... the socalled “evil” people.
Let us first establish some proportionality on this topic. To start, it is key to
recognize that human beings are only bit
actors in the cosmology of conspiracy.
For the most part, they are pawns. Secondly, in examining conspiracies, a solid
foundation is first needed. Where do we
find this? In Scripture. Consulting the
Bible allows us to base our perspectives
squarely on something reliable and unchanging.

The Great Satanic Plan
The central conspiracy of all history is
that of Satan in his worldwide commandeering of mankind. His goal is to unite
(whether by force, collusion, or lure) the
entire earth behind his rebellion against
God and His Son.
Says the Psalmist, “Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in
vain? The kings of the earth rise up and
the rulers band together against the
LORD and against his anointed […]”
(Psalm 2:1-2).
How can we be certain of Satan’s
agenda? Again, we go to Scripture. At
this point, we should be reminded that
Apostle Paul had the attitude, “[…] that
Satan might not outwit us. For we are not
unaware of his schemes” (2 Corinthians

% 1-800-845-2420
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But, why has Satan chosen economic and financial controls to help bring
about a colossal rebellion of mankind? Because that is the only
effective means of global power he can muster.
2:11). Satan’s schemes
should therefore be
obvious to us.
In the Bible, we
discover the tour de
force of this program:
the unleashing of the great
endtime money trap. In our interpretation, it occurs just before the
middle point of the Tribulation (or
shortly thereafter).
That is the time that the “talking” image of the Beast causes all buying and
selling to be restricted, except for those
that acknowledge him and “receive a
mark on their right hands or on their
foreheads. […] that they could not buy
or sell unless they had the mark” (Revelation 13:17).
This economic trap, The Endtime
Money Snare (TEMS) is also prophesied
clearly elsewhere in the Bible. We find it
in Luke 21:34-35: “Be careful, or your
hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life,
and that day will close on you suddenly
like a trap. For it will come on all those
who live on the face of the whole earth.”
Apostle Paul is alerted to this Satanic
scheme and prays “that they [who are
lost] will come to their senses and escape
from the trap of the devil, who has taken
them captive to do his will” (2 Timothy
2:26).
The conditions described in the above
mentioned verses align with those that
we already see unfolding around the
world in recent history. Conditions such
as the “anxieties of life,” which apply to
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all “who live on the face of the whole
earth,” could very possibly include pressured lifestyles, deep materialism, pandemics (i.e. COVID-19 virus attacks),
shaky financial markets, overindebtedness,
the deceptions of Modern Monetary Theory
(MMT), and economic crises of our time.
This would only be a small sample of the
causes of human anxiety.
But, why would Satan want to set this
Endtime Money Snare? The Psalmist states,
“The arrogant have hidden a snare for me;
they have spread out the cords of their net
and have set traps for me along my path”
(Psalm 140:5). If traps are being built, then
there must be a trapper and there must exist an agenda.
To review, Scripture says that a great rebellion against God is underway, and we
should not be deceived on this matter.
“Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way,
for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is
revealed, the man doomed to destruction”
(2 Thessalonians 2:3). He will take on the
Most High.
So, we see that the rebellion is clearly led
by Satan—also referred to as the
Kosmokrator̄ (Ephesians 6:12)—who is the
power behind the “man of lawlessness.” He
is “doomed to destruction” (2 Thessalonians 2:3) … the one who “will destroy
many and take his stand against the Prince
of princes” (Daniel 8:25).
But, why has Satan chosen economic
and financial controls to help bring about a
colossal rebellion of mankind? Because that
is the only effective means of global power
he can muster. He is not omnipresent, as is

C O V E R

God and His Spirit. While the Holy Spirit
can communicate with all of humanity simultaneously, not so Satan. He does need a
global system.
Instead, the most effective way of controlling or guiding all humanity is through
an integrated, global-commercial financial
system. And, as it happens, the innate traits
and penchants of humanity play right into
this scheme: mankind’s psychological susceptibility to crises (whatever their kind),
Mammon’s lure, and an acute vulnerability
to the love of money. It is as simple as that.
The mass crowd behaviors and complicities of human beings are very predictable.
The Bible lays out the inner workings and
vulnerabilities of mankind. Knowing these,
we will not be surprised to discover just
how fickle and biased are human actions
and their choices. It can be observed that
humans are more driven by their emotions
than their heads.
Money and fear are bedmates. Pennilessness is considered worse that having cancer
in our culture today. Said Robert South, an
influential English churchman of the 17th
century, “There are not a few who believe in
no God but Mammon, no devil but the absence of gold, no damnation but being
poor, and no hell but an empty purse; and
not a few of their descendants are living
still.”1 This diagnosis could not be more
succinct and accurate. It explains exactly
why humanity is so vulnerable to the wiles
of the Devil.

Types of Conspiracies
The Bible mentions many conspiracies.
And today, there are numerous conspiracies
at work. While there may be many, there
are only two main types.
One type of conspiracy primarily involves human participants. And, there is a
myriad of these. In fact, all humans will
have participated in countless schemes

S T O R Y

throughout their lives. These may seem
trivial in view of the much larger and
world-impacting conspiracies that may take
place. But, they do qualify as conspiracies
and are in fact sinful.
The fact remains that all humans sin,
and all of us have been conspiratorial in
one way or another. In this respect, whether
large or small, there is no difference to God.
That said, there are people that have the
means and opportunity to be part of exceptionally large … perhaps even globally coordinated conspiracies. It is mostly this
group that attracts the attention of the conspiracy-chasing community. They rail
against these “wicked” people, imagining
that they can see into their hearts.
Most assume that the participants of
such larger scale schemes are elites, the
wealthy, and the plutocrats. This is not
wholly the case. Wickedness can be found
anywhere, under varied guises, objectives,
and tactics. Therefore, many conspirators
are not necessarily easily identified.
It has always been this writer’s contention that most people would be vulnerable to becoming a so-called “wicked elite” if
only given the opportunity. Why? They are
all human and share the same potential
proclivities and temptations.
Just what are mankind’s chief vulnerabilities and vices? There are four primary ones
that are of primordial origin. Some of these
we have already touched upon. Made a little lower than the angels, the vulnerability
to these four vices was woven right into the
very fabric of our being by the Creator.
The first of the four human vulnerabilities is mentioned by Apostle Paul: “For the
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil”
(l Timothy 6:10). They choose to serve
Mammon as master (Matthew 6:24).
One can readily understand the powerful
lure to consort with wicked and unrighteous wealth (money). This speaks to the
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“For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world” (1 John 2:16).
domain of Mammon. Mankind is naturally predisposed to the worship of Mammon.
There are three other predispositions
that get mankind into trouble, according
to Apostle John.
“For everything in the world—the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life—comes not from the Father
but from the world” (1 John 2:16).
Mankind lives in the world. We learn here
that the lust of the flesh, dominion and
self determination complete the list. It is
these four main impulses that trip
mankind into sin and conspiracies. We
devise them ourselves, or are drawn into
complicity with others in nefarious endeavors.
Examples of such are found in the
Bible. For example, Ezekiel points out the
“political” conspiracies of the elite in
Ezekiel 22:25: “There is a conspiracy of
her princes within her like a roaring lion
tearing its prey; they devour people, take
treasures and precious things and make
many widows within her.” This is conspiracy.
Alternately, the Psalmist complains of
the day-to-day dangers of corruption. He
cries: “Hide me from the conspiracy of
the wicked” (Psalm 64:2). He points to
the general wickedness in the human
world. These types of conspiracies fall
into the human constituency, though
most assuredly are encouraged by Satan.

Primordial:The Second Type of
Conspiracy
The second type of conspiracy involves
the cosmological and the primordial.
Here we must next give recognition to
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the most powerful and lethal conspiracies of all—those of the spiritual realm.
“For our struggle is not against flesh
and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms”
(Ephesians 6:12).
The Bible makes it clear here that conspiracies of the spiritual realm are the
most dangerous and pivotal. In fact, they
are so dangerous that Jesus Christ Himself gave us weapons to fight them. And,
we are also ensured that we have been
given immunity and invincibility in these
battles. The 6th chapter in Ephesians
deals with battle stratagems and the
equipment that we are to use.
As such, it its vitally important that we
always keep these two types of conspiracies correctly differentiated. Why? Because we are encouraged to fight the dark
spiritual realms—not humans.
Keeping these sources apart will prevent us from being misdirected and
confused by the daily cacophony of sensationalism and hype that today seems to
command the media world.
Furthermore, we are not to make a
mountain out of a molehill … namely, referring to “human” agendas. Emphasising
this point, Isaiah made this statement:
“Do not call conspiracy everything this
people calls a conspiracy; do not fear
what they fear, and do not dread it. The
LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, he is the one you are to fear,
he is the one you are to dread” (Isaiah
8:12-13).
What I believe Isaiah is saying here is
this: Do not pay attention to the many

Visit midnightcall.com
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Satan’s necessary tactic is to control all humans on
earth and to have power over them. Why must he do
this? Again, because he is masterminding a unified
rebellion of all humanity against God.

crazy conspiracy speculations about human players and schemers. We should
not spin highly speculative stories about
human conspiracies. Instead, we are to
go on with our lives … neither fixating on
human villains, nor falling into fear of humans. Instead, fear the Lord.

Thoughts to Ponder
Satan’s necessary tactic is to control all humans on earth and to have power over
them. Why must he do this? Again, because he is masterminding a unified rebellion of all humanity against God.
In the end, Satan’s tactics to capture humanity to worship him will be brutal; with
much more devious and gruesome maneuvers yet to come. It is essential to note that
human players are not the instigators here.
Whatever roles they may play, they remain
creatures made of flesh and blood. Again,
they are mere pawns that have been deceived.
If we are not to vilify humans, then,
what should we be focusing upon instead?

Answer: We are to focus upon Jesus Christ
and the spiritual battle against evil originating from the underworld. The Lord has
equipped us to fight in this arena. We recall
that Apostle Paul tells us that we are expressly outfitted to battle in the spiritual
realm. In fact, we are given immunity. How
so?
Romans 8:38-39 says: “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
We are encouraged to know that as we
indeed are made to engage in battle with
archē, exousia and the Kosmokrator̄ (Satan
himself), not only are we given stratagems,
but also invincibility. Effectively, we are
spiritually sealed.
Again, why should we fight spiritual
realms as opposed to attacking other humans? As shown in Ephesians 6, our battle
is not against flesh and blood. Furthermore,
we are admonished to not “call everything”
a conspiracy of spiritual consequence. Very
definitely, the spiritual sources rank in
power above human conspiracy.
Our Lord wants us to direct our battle
against the great top-down forces, and not
waste our energies and firepower against
fellow humans. MC
ENDNOTE
1

Robert South (4 September 1634 – 8 July 1716) was an
English churchman who was known for his combative
preaching and his Latin poetry.
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Lost
Control?

Fredy Peter
Everything that was previously under control is now out of control. Because of
the coronavirus, the world is being gripped by an insecurity and fear that hasn’t
been felt since the two World Wars swept the globe. Many are frightened to
come to the realization that 21st century man controls ships and sails, but has
no control over the wind and waves.
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God knows everything about human life. He was there at conception and birth. He is
with us every day, and He also has our end under His control (Ps 139:16).

S

o, what is under man’s control? What
can he rely on? The Bible gives a wonderful answer in Isaiah 26:4: “Trust in
the LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an
everlasting rock.” The Lord is an unchanging rock in storms and surges, not only today but forever. Man finds absolute security,
comfort, and tranquility in Him alone.
God alone is in control of this earth, and
nothing escapes His attention. Of course,
faith doesn’t always dispel the waves of
health issues and tangible needs, even for
God’s children. But belief stabilizes. Not
subjectively and superficially, but objectively and profoundly. Because:
God knows everything about man’s nature. He knows us much better than we
know ourselves. He knows our thoughts,
and even the hairs on our heads are numbered by Him (Ps 139:2; Matt 10:30).
God knows everything about human life.
He was there at conception and birth. He is
with us every day, and He also has our end
under His control (Ps 139:16).
God knows everything about man’s
plans, as well as how they will turn out
(Prov 16:9; Jer 10:23; James 4:13-15).
God knows everything about human
needs. He cares for us and protects us (Ps
23; Matt 6:33). He can do anything for His
children. Nothing is impossible for Him,
and nothing can separate us from Him
(Luke 1:37; Rom 8:38-39). He can do even

more than we ask or comprehend (Eph
3:20).
God also knows about human governments. He holds the threads in His hand.
He deploys them, permits them, and uses
their actions to fulfill His plan (Prov 21:1;
Dan 2:21).
God also knows everything that happens
to people. There isn’t an event He doesn’t
know about—including the coronavirus
pandemic. And that’s why He can’t be blindsided or surprised. He does not sleep and
does not grow weary (1 Sam 2:3; Isa 40:28).
But God, who can do everything, who
knows everything, and who is always present, hates sin. Sin is completely alien to
His nature. And that is why man in his sin
is also alien to God. Sin has no place in our
fellowship with God. Because God knows
this, He created the only solution in His exceedingly great love: “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ” (Eph
2:13).
God is calling today to every person who
admits his own incapacity and gives up full
control of his life to Jesus: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do
not be frightened, and do not be dismayed,
for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go” (Josh 1:9). Because He’s got
everything under control!
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Corona or
Virus?
Daniel Schaefer
The coronavirus is keeping the world in suspense. What we know about viruses
in general is also an accurate metaphor for our spiritual life. Do we want the
“corona” (crown) of eternal life, or the virus of sin?

V

iruses aren’t composed of cells,
but are organized particles. With
the help of the host cell, viruses
form a capsule made of lipids and proteins, in order to package viral proteins
and their blueprint (which is very important for them to form further viruses).
The viruses formed in this way dock in
certain receptors according to the “lock
and key” mechanism. Since the key generally matches the same cell type from
which the virus comes, the blueprint is
channeled into the cell. If need be, this
blueprint can be rewritten there, so that
it not only gets into the cell’s nucleus,
but even becomes part of the cell’s ge-
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netic information. However, all of this
can be delayed if the virus remains passive. But it is added to the daughter cells
with each division. Sooner or later, after
a certain latency period, the true nature
of such a cell becomes apparent. The
virus takes command of the host cell.
Everything becomes focused on producing virus particles. And if that cell bursts,
hundreds of viruses are released.

Now on to the Coronavirus. Anyone who
thinks that the discovery of coronavirus
is new is wrong. As early as the 1960s,
this virus was described with a genetic
sequence 27,000-34,000 characters long.
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These docking proteins specialize in the
respiratory tract. And that’s what makes the
virus so dangerous: because we not only
inhale it, but also exhale it.

However, the current coronavirus
(COVID-19) is a variant that is keeping
the whole world in suspense. The morphology (the appearance of the virus envelope under an electron microscope),
with its many docking proteins, resembles a crown. These docking proteins
specialize in the respiratory tract. And
that’s what makes the virus so dangerous:
because we not only inhale it, but also
exhale it. There would be no danger from
air alone, but this exhalation is sometimes more violent when we sneeze or
cough, so that small droplets can reach a
new recipient.
However, there is an outside and an
inside. The protection that the skin provides is amazing. Nevertheless, there are
danger zones: the mouth, nose, eyes,
ears, and open wounds. We can draw a
parallel to spiritual truth here. We live in
the world, but we are not of the world.
We breathe in the polluted air around us,
which means that we are at greater or
lesser risk, depending on the situation.
But while exposed, we’re not defenseless.
Nose hairs, mucus, phagocytes, immune
defense cells—these are all instances of
protection.
“Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I
am being tempted by God,’ for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself
tempts no one” (James 1:13). God is surrounded by “fresh air”; that is, air that
promotes life. Things that sicken people
don’t come from God, but from man’s re-

bellion against Him. Sure, we can always
say that there was something of God in
every temptation. But that would be just
as foolish as saying that the host cell is to
blame for everything, since the coronavirus is covered with an envelope
formed from it.
“But each person is tempted when he
is lured and enticed by his own desire”
(Jas 1:14). Then it happens. A person
sees something attractive. If it weren’t attractive to him, he’d be immune. But the
devil knows which receptors have
formed on our spiritual surface. Perhaps
we’re susceptible to envy, pornography,
egotism, selfishness…the list goes on
and on. Now comes the spiritually deployed virus: temptation comes to us. Do
we have receptors? Are we receptive? If
we let Jesus fill us and our receptors are
in use by Him, then temptation won’t
find a docking point. But woe to us if
we’re looking elsewhere for our soul’s
satisfaction! As it is written in Genesis 4,
“If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is
crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it”
(v. 7). The viruses are basically lurking in
front of the cell. Keep them as far away
as possible!
“Then desire when it has conceived
gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully
grown brings forth death” (Jas 1:15).
“Then desire when it has conceived”—
that means something like: if the virus
has found a receptor, then the diabolical information of death is introduced. It gives
birth to sin. The cell doesn’t die immedi-
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Corona or Virus?
If we let Jesus fill us and our receptors are in use by Him, then temptation won’t
find a docking point.
ately; on the contrary, it does just fine for
a considerable time, but it is doomed to
die. There is no longer any salvation for
the cell that has made sin a part of its
genome; it results in death. The Bible
also testifies to this figuratively. Sin is the
world’s doom (cf. 2 Pet 1:4). “For the
wages of sin is death” (Rom 6:23a). Unfortunately, it doesn’t end there. It was already the case for Eve, when she offered
the fruit to Adam. He wasn’t seduced like
the woman, but deliberately sinned (1
Tim 2:14). Sin is always contagious;
more contagious and deadly than any
form of the coronavirus. Not only does it
infect others, but also it causes new sins
to hide the original one.

What’s the Way Out? What’s the solution?
How about the cell infected with coronavirus?
Our body doesn’t just have the Godgiven chance of protecting itself directly
against infectious particles, but can also
fight the pathogens that have penetrated
our own cells. However, the goal and
consequence of all defense mechanisms
is death of the affected cell for the good
of the entire organism. One example is
NK lymphocytes (so-called “natural
killer” cells), whose precursors migrate
from the liver to the bone marrow in the
fetus. They detect changes on the surface
of cells that, for example, have been infected by viruses. The affected cell is
killed by introducing cytotoxins. Apoptosis is the technical term: targeted induced
suicide, with simultaneous degradation
and recycling.
It’s similar in the spiritual realm, so we
shouldn’t be misled.
“Do not be deceived, my beloved
brothers. Every good gift and every per-
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fect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to
change. Of his own will he brought us
forth by the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures” (Jas 1:16-18).
James repeats again and again that all
good things come from God. He is unchangingly good, the Father of light, the
origin of all holiness. This God formed
us, who are infected by sin and death, according to His sovereign will. We aren’t
just renewed, but born again. We’re a
new creation. The old has passed away.
Sin’s demand of death was destroyed by
Jesus’ death on Calvary’s cross. His death
defeated death. Now we can walk in new
life; no longer are our cells susceptible to
invasion from the enemy, but to the Lord
Jesus, who is dead to sin…
Anyone infected with coronavirus
should be treated and isolated as soon as
possible: to prevent the virus from
spreading, and before it’s too late for him
and others.
Anyone who allows sin into his life and
holds on to it (that is, neither repenting or
turning to the only Savior for “timely
help”) will receive death as the result. It
doesn’t just get worse with the person
himself; no, it also snatches up others in
its wake of sin toward death. However,
whoever received the Lord Jesus in this
life receives life eternal. The Savior died
and rose from the dead. It is the Lord Jesus who “bore our sins in his body on the
tree, that we might die to sin and live to
righteousness. By his wounds you have
been healed” (1 Pet 2:24). We are healthy
through him. We can live freely and joyfully in the presence of God through Je(MR0520/1075)
sus, now and always!

Remember Your
First Love
(Seven Letters to Seven Churches, Pt. 1)
Dr. Ron J. Bigalke

M

uynak was once a thriving seaport on the
Aral Sea in western Uzbekistan. It was
famed for its industrial canning and fishing, yet today is home to only a few thousand residents at most. Muynak is now situated on the edge
of a bitter, salty desert. Sand dunes are scattered with
abandoned, hollow, rusted hulls of a fishing fleet
that once sailed the Aral waters. Thirty years ago,
the Aral Sea was the size of West Virginia, and 160
tons of fish were hauled from it daily.
The destruction of the Aral Sea began with a Stalinist vision of paradise. In one of the great devastations of humanity, things changed for Muynak in the
1960s, when the Soviet Union began diverting the
Aral waters to irrigate what was to have been the
world’s largest cotton belt. None had the foresight

to realize that extreme weather could result in an environmental apocalypse, resulting in 80 percent of
the region’s farmland being ruined by salt storms
that scoured the seabed and neighboring areas.
What occurred at Muynak bears a spiritual application. If a thriving spiritual community diverts attention from the Lord Jesus Christ to accomplish
works merely in His name, they will lose focus upon
what is most important in a relationship with God:
loving Him entirely (Matt 22:36-38; Rev 2:2-4).
When my wife and I were courting, we wrote many
love notes to each other. My marriage proposal was
actually a full-page poem, ending, “With thee alone
a life brand new to be; hence, I ask, Kristin, will you
marry me?” Reading those notes again either individually or as a couple is a wonderful manner for
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Remember Your First Love
The church did not tolerate false doctrine (Rev 2:6); hence, their condemnation
was not because their minds were at fault. Rather, there was a problem with their
affections (vv. 4-5).
rekindling our initial love. Revelation 2—3 are the
letters of instruction from Jesus, which encourage
believers in the Lord to rekindle their “first love” for
Him.
Letter to Ephesus
(Rev 2:1-7) A common practice of the New Testament is to present doctrinal teaching first, and then
conclude with instructions concerning behavioral
patterns consistent with those doctrines. For instance, the practical application of chapters 12—16
of Romans presupposes the doctrinal truth of the
first eleven chapters. The book of Revelation alters
this sequence, because chapters 2—3 reveal practical
standards of behavior for those who constitute the
local church, and chapters 4—22 provide the substantive teaching with regard to future events, which
are understood as motivation for conforming to the
standards articulated in chapters 2—3.
The arrangement of the letters to the seven
churches, simply follows the order in which the
churches lay on a horseshoe-shaped route along the
coast that someone journeying from Patmos to Asia
Minor would travel. Ephesus was somewhat farthest
south along the coast; thus, the church there was addressed first. The churches were selected because
they represent the good and the bad among believers
everywhere and in every age. Judgment begins “with
the household of God” (1 Pet 4:17); therefore, it is
appropriate for Jesus to address the church first prior
to His response to a lost world. There are wonderful
insights into human behavior in these seven letters
that demonstrate the Lord’s evaluation.
The apostle Paul founded the church at Ephesus
on his first missionary journey (Acts 19:1-10). At
that time, it was home to one of the seven wonders
of the ancient world, the temple of Diana. The relationship of the living Lord to each church is expressed through at least one aspect of the symbolism
used of Jesus in the vision of chapter 1. Jesus is depicted as “the One who holds the seven stars in His
right hand” (Rev 2:1), which are representative of
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the messengers of those churches, whether angelic
or human. The figure indicates that Jesus knows
what is occurring in their midst.
The Lord had a word of commendation (vv. 2-3;
cf. 1 John 4:1-3). The church did not tolerate false
doctrine (Rev 2:6); hence, their condemnation
was not because their minds were at fault. Rather,
there was a problem with their affections (vv. 45). While there were no issues with the church’s
orthodoxy, their spiritual vitality was diminished.
The church needed to repent and thereby return
to fellowship with the Lord. The word of promise
(v. 7) is for the overcomer (all who have faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ; cf. 1 John 5:4-5) to partake
of that eternal life initially lost when Adam
sinned in the Garden of Eden.
Letter to Smyrna
(Rev 2:8-11) Approximately thirty-five miles
north of Ephesus was the seaport town of Smyrna,
a city of great wealth. Yet the believers had great
tribulation and poverty (v. 9). Nevertheless, they
were reminded that their spiritual wealth could
never be taken from them. Smyrna did not receive
any word of condemnation, because it was a
church enduring much persecution. The experience of this church is reminiscent of 2 Timothy
3:12 (“Indeed, all who desire to live godly in
Christ Jesus will be persecuted”). Even when
people may slander a believer, that suffering can
be enriching so long as a believer has the Lord’s
approval.
Jesus described Himself as the eternal One
“who was dead, and has come to life” (v. 8).
The believers in Smyrna would potentially experience martyrdom, and thus needed encouragement and assurance of resurrection and
eternal life with Christ. The Lord did not rebuke the church in Smyrna, because the tribulation and poverty they experienced did not
diminish the purity of their behavior and belief. The church would live forever with Jesus
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The promise of “the morning star” is a reference to the Lord Jesus (cf. 22:16),
which is a reminder that the hope of all believers is Christ Himself. Someday
when He returns, His people will inherit all He has for them.
Christ, so there was no need to fear either adversaries or death.
The Lord’s reminder is that they would also live
for eternity with God because of their faith in Him.
In spite of persecution and possible martyrdom,
faithful believers are promised “the crown of life,”
for the one “who overcomes will not be hurt by the
second death” (vv. 10-11). The wonderful promise is
that believers who die will share in the future resurrection resulting in life. They will not experience the
“second death” that makes the first death permanent, thereby resulting in the eternal separation of
one’s soul from God in the Lake of Fire (20:14-15).
Letter to Pergamum
(Rev 2:12-17) Located approximately forty miles
north of Smyrna, Pergamum was one of the more
prominent cities of Asia. The risen Lord appears to
believers there as “the One who has the sharp twoedged sword” (v. 12). The basis of the Lord’s judgment will always be absolute truth, because He alone
possesses it (John 8:31-32; 14:6; 16:13; 17:17; cf. Ps
40:11; 119:45; Rom 1:18; Eph 6:14). He judges with
His Word (cf. Rev 1:16; 19:15, 21), and with it sanctifies believers (John 17:17). This separates them
from the world, yet also banishes unbelievers from
the presence of the Lord (cf. John 12:47-48; 2 Thess
1:8-9). The doubled-edged nature of the sharp
sword may be that the same Word results in eternal
life for the one who believes, yet condemnation to
the unbeliever (John 5:24).
While some believers were holding fast to the
Lord’s name and not denying the Christian faith,
they were too tolerant of false doctrine. Thus, the
message to them is condemnatory (Rev 2:13-15).
The promise of the Lord is that He is coming again,
and nothing will hinder His return (v. 16). There is
promise of reward for those who are faithful (v. 17).
God’s care, provision, and sustenance (“the hidden
manna”) come directly from Him to those in need.
The overcomer also finds acceptance with the living
Lord (“a white stone”).

The one who overcomes perseveres by living for
God in all circumstances of life. When failure occurs, that sin is acknowledged immediately and
confessed to the Lord (1 John 1:9). The “new name
written on the stone which no one knows but he
who receives it,” is unique to the believer and unknown in the sense that those who are not overcomers will not possess it. The “new name” could also
signify the distinct relationship that each person has
with God. The Good Shepherd “calls his own sheep
by name . . . and the sheep follow him because they
know his voice” (John 10:3-4; cf. Isa 62:2).
Letter to Thyatira
(Rev 2:18-29) Thyatira was a small, flourishing city
approximately forty miles southeast of Pergamum.
The living Lord appeared to the church there as “the
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and
His feet are like burnished bronze” (v. 18), meaning
He has the ability to judge and knows the deeds of
His people. The church demonstrated “love and
faith and service and perseverance” (v. 19); however, it also tolerated false teaching (v. 20). While a
godly remnant could be identified, many were tolerating sin (vv. 20-24). Those not guilty of sin are encouraged to affirm the truth and be faithful (vv.
25-29).
The promise of “the morning star” is a reference
to the Lord Jesus (cf. 22:16), which is a reminder
that the hope of all believers is Christ Himself.
Someday when He returns, His people will inherit
all He has for them. Overcomers are promised resurrection and the privilege of reigning with Christ (v.
26; cf. 1 Cor 6:2-3). The Lord knows the strengths
and weaknesses of His church, and wants His people to be alert to false practices and teaching, in addition to being faithful to Him and dependent upon
His grace for all aspects of life. God’s people are exhorted to continual self-evaluation to determine
what actions, beliefs, and motives are consistent
with His expectations.
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The Appearance Like
a Bright Sun
An interpretation of the last book of the Bible. Part 13. Revelation 1:16-18.

Wim Malgo (1922–1992)

J

ohn is describing the face of the glorified Lord. It’s so overwhelming to him
that he can’t look at it. Because, again,
the word is “as” or “like”: “…as the sun
shineth in his strength” (Rev 1:16). The
ESV translates it, “…like the sun shining in
full strength.” We can’t look directly at the
sun. But Israel is promised, “But unto you
that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings…”
(Mal 4:2).
This is how John sees the most important
aspect at the beginning of Jesus Christ’s revelation: he sees the Lord Himself as King,
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priest, prophet, and judge. The tortured figure—the most despised one—has now become the victorious figure! John is
overwhelmed by Jesus Christ’s holiness and
majesty: “And when I saw him, I fell at his
feet as dead…” (Rev 1:17). The Lord doesn’t
leave him lying there, but instead puts His
right hand on him and says, “Fear not; I am
the first and the last: I am he that liveth, and
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and
death” (verses 17b-18). John is indeed redeemed, but he is still on earth. Therefore,
he can’t yet see the unveiled Lord.
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Jesus Christ’s revelation to John wasn’t given to be an end in itself, but laid a
sacred obligation on him to pass this revelation on to the churches.
Daniel, one of the Bible’s greatest men of
God, described exactly the same thing in
Daniel 10:5-9: “Then I lifted up mine eyes,
and looked, and behold a certain man
clothed in linen, whose loins were girded
with fine gold of Uphaz: His body also was
like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of
fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour
to polished brass, and the voice of his
words like the voice of a multitude. And I
Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men
that were with me saw not the vision; but a
great quaking fell upon them, so that they
fled to hide themselves. Therefore I was left
alone, and saw this great vision, and there
remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me into corruption,
and I retained no strength. Yet heard I the
voice of his words: and when I heard the
voice of his words, then was I in a deep
sleep on my face, and my face toward the
ground.”
And then Daniel experiences the same
thing as John: “And, behold, an hand
touched me, which set me upon my knees
and upon the palms of my hands. And he
said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly
beloved, understand the words that I speak
unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee

am I now sent. And when he had spoken
this word unto me, I stood trembling” (vv.
10-11). The Lord wanted to reveal Himself
to him, to pass on the revelation. The Lord
wants to entrust His glory to us, so that we
can bear His image.
How Daniel and John’s experience contrasts with that of all unconverted humanity! When they (all nations) see Him, a
wail will break out (Rev 1:7). Jesus, “girt…
with a golden girdle” (v. 13), thus fulfills
Proverbs 1:28: “Then shall they call upon
me, but I will not answer; they shall seek
me early, but they shall not find me.”
After this poignant and overwhelming
revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ, John
doesn’t get a break, but rather the urgent
command: “Write the things which thou
hast seen…and the things which shall be
hereafter.” Jesus Christ’s revelation to John
wasn’t given to be an end in itself, but laid a
sacred obligation on him to pass this revelation on to the churches. And to avoid any
ambiguity, the Lord interprets the mystery
of the seven stars and the seven golden
candlesticks in verse 20: the goal of Jesus
Christ’s revelation is the Church which, as
His body, will be closely involved in “the
things which shall be hereafter.”
(MR0320/1070)

What a loving, longsuffering and
patient God we have!
He invites the apostates, those who love the world, to come back. He is knocking at their
heart’s door, and gives the wonderful promise if they respond, “I will come in to him, and
will sup with him, and he with me.” In other words, total restored fellowship; an intimate
relationship with the Lord.
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The Bible doesn’t call
this ultimate world
leader “Antichrist”; it
calls him “the beast.”

The Antichrist
Scripture predicts the appearance of a great world ruler: the Antichrist.
What can we know about him? An analysis.

Rainer Wagner

T

he tremendous catastrophes of the
end times bring terror upon the
nations (Luke 21:25). As is often
the case in history, people will then call
out for the “strong man” to free them
from their distress. But since they don’t
repent and come to God, they adopt a different savior and redeemer than Jesus: the
Antichrist.
The Bible doesn’t call this ultimate
world leader “Antichrist”; it calls him
“the beast.” But, taking the false teacher

22

M I D N I G H T

C A L L

Visit midnightcall.com

mentioned in John into account, the
name has become the standard (1 John
2:18, 22). While the strong men of the
past were leaders of individual nations,
this one is a world leader. He commands
the last great world empire. Like the previous empire, he comes from the sea (Rev
13:1). The sea is a metaphor for the
world of nations (Ps 65:7).
The world empire is also called a beast.
All previous empires had had an intrinsic
animal character (Dan 7:3), but this final

Even Otto von Habsburg, heir to the Austrian
throne and influential European politician, saw
the European Community as a revival of the
Roman Empire.
one is a monster (vv. 7-8). The predatory
nature of the prior empires was terrible,
but what comes next is demonic. The final beast is the counter-Christ of a godless world. Like Christ, he too will die
and then live again (Rev 13:3). As Christ
is honored by the Holy Spirit, the Antichrist will be provided with a false spirit
(v. 12). The Antichrist will gather a confederacy of ten kings around himself (Rev
17:12-13). He has a Minister of Propaganda, the second beast (v. 11). This
beast takes on the Antichrist’s power and
rallies mankind behind him (vv. 12, 14).
It sets up an image of the Antichrist and
ensures that mankind worships it (v. 15).
Those who refuse to engage in this idolatry perish.
This false prophet causes mankind to
be marked with a sign of belonging to the
Antichrist (Rev 13:16). Anyone who
evades it faces a complete economic boycott (v. 17). His livelihood is withdrawn.
The symbol of the beast is the number
666. There appears to be a mysterious satanic trinity to this label. Luther called
the devil “God’s ape.” He can’t do anything of his own; he only mimics what
God has done.
This demonic trinity emerges as follows: 1. Satan, as the devilish father of
lies (John 8:44). The Bible also calls him
the “old serpent” with regard to people’s
seduction (Rev 20:2). 2. The Antichrist,
the “son of perdition” (2 Thess 2:3). As
Jesus received power from the Father
(John 13:3), the Antichrist receives his
from the Devil (Rev 13:2). As Jesus rose
after three days, the Antichrist rises again
from his fatal wound (Rev 13:3). 3. The

false prophet, as an anti-Spirit (Rev
13:11ff.). As the Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus (John 16:14), this anti-Spirit makes
the Antichrist great (Rev 13:12). Just as
the Spirit seals believers (Eph 1:13b), so
the false prophet seals godless humanity
with the symbol, the number of the Antichrist (Rev 13:16).
Parallel to the Antichrist’s power, there
is another ungodly power. She is called
the Whore of Babylon (Rev 17). The
metaphor of the Whore is that of the
adulterous woman (Hos 1:2), who “sitteth upon many waters” (Rev 17:1),
which is certainly an image of the world
of nations. This means that she is over
the peoples for a long time. She commits
fornication with the world’s rulers (Rev
17:2). Instead of complying with God,
she adheres to the secular authorities.
Like a whore, she becomes rich through
her clients’ wages. She persecutes and
murders the true believers (Rev 17:6).
She entertains artists and craftsmen,
and even merchants became rich through
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The Antichrist
her (Rev 18:20-24). Inwardly, she has become filled with demons (Rev 18:2). For
a long time, she also dominates the world
empires and the Antichrist. She rides the
beast (Rev 17:3). There is a clash between the Antichrist and the whore, and
at some point the Antichrist will overthrow her. He and his vassals will begin
to hate her (v. 16). The Antichrist will no
longer tolerate any greatness besides
himself. He will take her friends from her,
“make her desolate (disown her) and
naked,” and finally “eat her flesh” and
destroy her completely (Rev 17:16).
Her sympathizers will be unable to
help her, but will despair over her fate,
because their livelihoods have also been
destroyed (Rev 18:17-18). Even though
their destruction was caused by the Antichrist, God’s guidance was behind it
(Rev 17:17). Heaven rejoices at Babylon’s
demise (Rev 18:20).
What historical reality is hidden behind these end-time rulers? We don’t
have the final answer. It’s important to
stay close to Jesus, so that we won’t fall
victim to these ungodly powers, in the
event that the Church is still on earth
during these times.
The Antichrist has many forerunners.
They claimed divine worship for themselves, and tried to bring the whole world
under their influence. There were such
forerunners as the Roman emperors,
through the sometimes terrible popes of
the Middle Ages, to Napoleon, Hitler, and
Stalin. It was always important for the believers to be especially close to God during these times, and to wait patiently for
His help (Rev 13:10).
Views on the final Antichrist differ.
From Joachim of Fiore (1135-1202), who
is venerated as having attained heaven by
the Catholic Church, to Luther, Johann
Albrecht Bengel, and many Bible scholars
of our day, people have seen the An-
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tichrist in the pope. He is thought to be
the last world ruler to revive the Roman
Empire.
Some interpreters of the Bible see a resurrected Roman Empire in the European
Union. Even Otto von Habsburg, heir to
the Austrian throne and influential European politician, saw the European Community as a revival of the Roman Empire.
In his book Die Reichsidee (“The Idea of
the Commonwealth”), he evaluates it
quite positively. Today, other Bible interpreters see similar developments in Islam.
The church that gives its heart to ideologies and the world, instead of belonging
to Jesus, is most definitely a spiritual
whore.
A second interpretation sees unbelieving Israel in the whore. It lives scattered
among all peoples, initially persecuting
the Church of Jesus, and exercising great
political influence. The Antichrist will
make an end of it.
Still others see the Antichrist as the
godless, dictatorial state in general. German theologian Erich Schnepel saw the
self-idolizing state in the Antichrist. For a
long time, it allows itself to be ridden by
worldly culture, which it views as a
whore. But when it comes to the question
of power, it also throws her off.
In all the terrible developments of the
last portion of the end times, it’s comforting to know that we have the ultimate
Good Shepherd in Jesus. He leads us
through “the valley of the shadow of
death” (Ps 23:4) to glory. Jesus says, “My
sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me: And I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of
my hand” (John 10:27-28).
(MR0320/1069)
(Excerpt from the book Handbook of Salvation History, unavailable
in English.)

EU

Travelers Banned from US,
Brazil, and Russia

Source:European Union Information

The US, Brazil and Russia did not
make the cut of “safe countries”
whose nationals can travel to the
bloc. European officials said the
ban “is an exercise of self-responsibility” amid global surges.

The US has seen its number of
L cases
steadily rise after most states

eased lockdown measures. A lack of interstate coordination and an uneven response
from the federal government has contributed
to several new outbreaks across the country.
Other countries whose travel restrictions
were extended include Brazil, Russia and
India, which have seen their number of
positive cases surge. The US, Brazil, Russia and India are the countries with the
highest number of confirmed cases in the
world.
Meanwhile, the EU has approved visitors
from Australia, Canada and Japan. Chinese
travelers will be allowed to visit pending
reciprocal access to China for EU visitors.
Other countries approved for EU travel
include Algeria, Georgia, Montenegro,
Morocco, New Zealand, Rwanda, Serbia,
South Korea, Thailand, Tunisia and
Uruguay.
The countries were chosen based on
certain criteria, including that the number
of new cases over a 14-day period had to
be “close to order below the EU average.”
The countries also needed to have a “stable or decreasing trend of new cases over
this period.”
The UK will be treated as part of the EU,
according to the Council, until the end of

the year. The UK currently has a mandatory
quarantine period of 14 days for those traveling to the country. Other EU countries
have already withdrawn similar mandatory
periods.
The EU has kept a travel ban in place at
its external borders since mid-March. The
ban was extended to non-EU Schengen
area member states, including Switzerland,
Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein.
Europe’s tourism industry is still reeling
from restrictions that have all but upended
the sector. An extended travel ban on American tourists means a major source of income won’t be coming any time soon.
More than 15 million Americans travel to Europe each year, many in the summer, long considered the continent’s peak tourism season.
The European Commission has described the

% 1-800-845-2420

EU’s tourism industry as “one of the ecosystems most affected by the coronavirus.”
-www.dw.com/en, 30 June 2020

Commentary: What becomes self-evident is
that lockdowns are being relaxed in many
parts of the world, and the overwhelming
desire of all people is: get back to normal.
But, will it be normal? Most unlikely, because the coronavirus has affected the entire planet, and is the key to closer
cooperation in the future. We must keep in
mind that the world
must become one.
7284

(See How Democracy Will Elect
the Antichrist, Item
$17.95.)
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GERMANY

Church Service Spreads
Coronavirus
A man has died after becoming infected with COVID-19 at a Pentecost service in the northern city of
Bremerhaven. This isn’t the first
time a church in Germany has
been at the center of an outbreak.

The outbreak was linked to a Pentecost
L service
that took place in early June.
The Bremen health ministry announced the
cluster of infections—at the time, the number
of infections was reported at 44, but the number has risen since. Around 150 people are
thought to have attended the church service.
The church congregation is largely made
up of large Russian-German families. According to reports from the city, they lead a segregated life—in part, shaped by their experience
of persecution as Christians and a national
minority in the Soviet Union, reported RND.
Many states permitted places of worship to
open their doors in mid-May—two months after coronavirus measures forced them closed.
Strict hygiene and social distancing safeguards should have been put in place for wor-

shipers, but there have still been several
COVID-19 infection outbreaks linked to
churches in Germany.
A cluster of 40 coronavirus infections in the
city of Frankfurt am Main and the surrounding
area was traced to a Baptist church service
that took place on May 10.
In early June, a Catholic priest who traveled to three towns to lead services in the
German state of Mecklenburg-Western
Pomerania was diagnosed with the virus,
causing a further 12 people to be quarantined.
-www.dw.com/en, 14 June 2020

Commentary: Tightly packed congregations are candidates for the spread of
coronavirus.
Such was also the case in South Korea, as the New York Times reported:

“The number of confirmed coronavirus
cases in South Korea neared 7,400. As
many of them have been traced back to
the mysterious Shincheonji Church of Jesus, the organization has become a lightning rod for the public’s wrath and a
ready outlet for longstanding prejudice”
(www.nytimes.com, 9 March 2020).
Furthermore, we recall that the Orthodox community in Jerusalem equally experienced an unusually high number of
coronavirus infections.
While innumerable reasons are given
for objecting to the lockdown of
churches, these few examples make it
clear that we have to follow the instructions and ordinances of officials, as stated
in 1 Peter 2:13: “Submit yourselves to
every ordinance of
man for the Lord’s
sake: whether it be
to the king, as
supreme.”
7285

(See The Sure Foundation
of

the

Church,

Item

#1066, CLEARANCE $4.)

EUROPE

Orbiter Makes First Close Pass of Sun
Europe’s Solar Orbiter (SolO) probe [made] its first close
pass of the Sun, tracking by at a distance of just over 77
million km.

SolO was launched in February and is on a mission to underL stand
what drives our star’s dynamic behavior.

The close pass, known as a perihelion, puts the probe between the
orbits of Venus and Mercury.
In the coming years, SolO will go nearer still, closing to within 43
million km of the Sun on occasions.
Already, the instrument is catching the disturbances that result
from big explosions on the star called coronal mass ejections—in
addition to the everyday waves and turbulence that trace the wind’s
structure.
(continued next page)
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Orbiter

ISRAEL

(continued from page 26)

One of the reasons the British group’s
instrument got turned on very early was so
it could star t to characterize the confounding magnetic fields generated by the electronics in the rest of the spacecraft. This
signal is small but needs to be subtracted
from the Sun measurements to finesse the
detail in the data properly.
The next major event for SolO is a flyby
of Venus. This occurs at the end of December and will see the probe track about
500,000 km above the planet’s surface.
The full science phase of the mission is
due to star t in 2021 when all 10 of SolO’s
instruments, including its imagers, will begin regular observations.
-www.bbc.com, 14 June 2020

Commentary: Although admirable, man has
no intention to cease his quest for the unknown. But, the unknown—that is, space—
will remain unknown and is reserved for
the Creator. Scientists who are so full of excitement and expectation, should carefully
read the book of Job, particularly chapters
38—41. Note the 84 questions God the
Creator asks Job, which he cannot answer.
Verse 33 of chapter 38 states: “Knowest
thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou
set the dominion thereof in the earth?” Job
confesses: “Who is he that hideth counsel
without knowledge? therefore have I uttered that I understood not; things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. Hear, I
beseech thee, and I will speak: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me. I
have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear:
but now mine eye
seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself,
and repent in dust
and ashes” (Job
7290
42:3-6).
(See

The

Remarkable

Record of Job, Item #2273,
$8.99.)

Jews Buy Greek Orthodox
Property
The Jerusalem District Court has
denied a final request by the Greek
Orthodox Patriarchate to block the
sale of church property in
Jerusalem’s Old City to the rightwing NGO Ateret Cohanim,
according to Haaretz.

The appeal was filed by the patriarL chate
after the church sold the land to

Ateret Cohanim in 2004. The NGO is a Jewish
group that legally purchases Arab-owned
property in east Jerusalem.
In a scandal that rocked the Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate, then Greek patriarch Irenaios denied knowledge of the sale at the time and
claimed it was void, then backtracked and said
it was the work of the church’s director of finance, Nicholas Papadimas, without the
church’s authorization.
The ruling is the final blow in the church’s
16-year legal battle against the sale. Ateret Cohanim may now have the right to evict Palestinians who currently possess the Imperial
Hotel and the Petra Hotel. The two hotels are
located near the Jaffa Gate in the Christian and
Armenian Quarters of the Old City.
Part of the court’s denial of the retrial request mentioned that the church had produced
the affidavit too late in the proceedings, as the
allegations had already been reported by
Haaretz two and a half years ago, meaning the
church could have obtained [...] testimony before the trial.
Judge Moshe Bar-Am also ruled that
Bloomfield’s allegations didn’t relate directly to
the 2004 sale and were instead related to prior
business contacts that never produced results.
The efforts to cancel the sale of the property
also included diplomatic pressure on Israel.
Russian President Valdimir Putin raised the issue during a visit to Israel in January, according to Haaretz.

Commentary: A property sale is a relatively
simple procedure; not so when it happens
in Israel, and particularly Jerusalem. The
sale by the Greek Orthodox Church of 50
hectares in central Jerusalem, with about
1,000 housing units, seems to be finalized.

According to another source, the church
owns property worth up to 700 billion euros. That is more than double the country’s
national debt. Yet the Greek state pays the
salaries and pensions of all Orthodox clerics in the country. The official headquarters
of the Greek Orthodox Church is in
Jerusalem, and the official languages are
Greek, Arabic, English, and Hebrew.
The church claimed its independence in
451 AD from the metropolis of Caesarea.
Thus, we see this is not a simple sale, issuing a new title of ownership; rather, history
is being touched.
It was 30 July 1980 when the Jerusalem
Law was implemented, effectively annexing East Jerusalem. However, in reality,
there is still an East and West Jerusalem.
Thus, Jews have been trying for many
decades—often successfully—to buy as
much property in the eastern part as possible. The annexation declaration by Israel is
considered one-sided by the United Nations, and is not accepted by the majority
of nations.
There is much more about Jerusalem,
but what is decisive are the words of the
Bible. “Thus saith the Lord; I am returned
unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of
Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a
city of truth; and
the mountain of
the Lord of hosts
the holy mountain” (Zechariah
8:3).
7287

(See Prophecy for Judah,

-www.jpost.com, 27 June 2020
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ented businesses. Hendren’s team found big
job losses specifically among workers, many
of whom don’t make a lot of money but who
worked in high-income neighborhoods.
“There are going to be an awful lot of unemployed people for some time,” Federal Reserve
Chairman Jerome Powell cautioned.

The Rich Have Stopped
Spending
Researchers based at Harvard have
been tracking spending patterns
using credit card data. They found
that people at the bottom of the
income ladder are now spending
nearly as much as they did before
the coronavirus pandemic.

“When the stimulus checks went out,
L you
see that spending by lower-in-

come households went up a lot,” said Nathan
Hendren, a Harvard economist and co-founder
of the Opportunity Insights research team.
However, the wealthy are not matching
them. “For higher-income individuals, that
spending is still way far off from where it was
prior to COVID and it has not recovered as
much,” Hendren said.
That’s potentially crippling because consumer spending is a huge driver of economic
activity. In fact, so much of the country’s
economy depends on shopping by the top income bracket that the wealthiest 25% of Amer-

UK

Human Embryo Editing
Goes Wrong
To understand the role of a single
gene in early human development,
a team of scientists at the Londonbased Francis Crick Institute
removed it from a set of 18 donated
embryos. Even though the embryos
were destroyed after just 14 days,
that was enough time for the single
edit to transform into “major unintended edits,” OneZero reports.

L

Human gene editing is a taboo topic—
the birth of two genetically modified
babies in 2018 proved incredibly controversial, and editing embryos beyond experimentation is not allowed in the U.S. The scientists
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-www.npr.org, 17 June 2020

A worker paints over a Louis Vuitton storefront, boarded up after the coronavirus
outbreak, on March 30 in San Francisco.
Ben Margot/AP

icans account for fully two-thirds of the total
decline in spending since January.
Hendren and his colleagues found that businesses that deliver in-person services in
wealthy neighborhoods have seen the biggest
drop in sales and are struggling to recover,
while a retail store or takeout restaurant in a
poorer neighborhood might have seen some
decline but is starting to come back now.
It spells trouble for the people who work in
those nice restaurants or other service-ori-

in London conducted short-term research on
a set of 25 donated embryos, using the
CRISPR technique to remove a gene from 18
of them. An analysis later revealed 10 of
those edited embryos looked normal, but
that the other eight revealed “abnormalities
across a particular chromosome,” OneZero
writes. Of them, “four contained inadvertent
deletions or additions of DNA directly adjacent to the edited gene,” OneZero continues.
-theweek.com, 16 June 2020

Commentary: Mankind will stop at nothing
to achieve some kind of “creation.” Scientists will not let up; they want to reach
unattainable goals, as was the case in
Genesis 11:6: “And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all

Visit midnightcall.com

Commentary: Here the old saying is applicable: “The rich get richer, the poor get
poorer.” Not surprisingly, the CIA Factbook reports that the lowest 10% income
segment in the US consumes only 2%
of the GDP, while the highest 10%
consumes 30%. Here
the words of James
2:6 are applicable:
“But ye have despised the poor. Do
not rich men oppress you, and draw
you before the judgment seats?” 7277
(See Bankruptcy of Our Nation, Item #2244, $13.99.)

one language; and this they begin to do:
and now nothing will be restrained from
them, which they have imagined to do.”
A correct word of warning comes from the
US: “The unintended edits exemplify the single biggest concern of gene editing, especially when it involves humans. And to
Fyodor Urnov, a gene-editing expert and professor of molecular and cell biology at the
University of California, Berkeley, it sends a
clear message: ‘This
is a restraining order
for all genome editors
to stay the living daylights away from embryo editing.’”

7276

(See Searching for Adam,
Item #2319, SALE $18.)

country, which has yet to impose
L aThenational
coronavirus lockdown, is on

J A PA N

After 84 Years, Olympus
Quits Camera Business
Olympus, once one of the world’s
biggest camera brands, is selling
off that part of its business after 84
years.

The arrival of smartphones, which had
L shrunk
the market for separate cam-

eras, was one major factor, it said.
The Japanese company made its first camera in 1936 after years of microscope manufacture. The Semi-Olympus I featured an
accordion-like fold-out camera bellows, and
cost more than a month’s wages in Japan.
The company continued to develop the
camera business over the decades, becoming one of the top companies by market
share.
“Those [1970s] cameras were revolutionary—they were very small, very light, they
were beautifully designed, had really nice
quality lenses,” said Nigel Atherton, editor of
Amateur Photographer magazine.
They targeted their later range of mirrorless
cameras at a middle market—"people who
weren’t serious photographers—they wanted
something better than a point-and-shoot
camera, but they didn’t want a DSLR camera.”
“That market very quickly got swallowed
up by smartphones, and turned out not to exist.”
The market for standalone cameras has
fallen dramatically—by one estimate, it
dropped by 84% between 2010 and 2018.
Olympus Corporation, however, will continue.
The company never stopped making microscopes, and has turned its optical technology to other scientific and medical
equipment such as endoscopes.

Olympus was a major player in the film and
early digital days, with products like this
1970s 35mm camera

who insisted on the old ways. That also was
the case with Nokia. At one time, the
Finnish company was the world’s largest
producer of mobile phones. No more today.
The lesson for believers: know the
Word of God, know His plan, but also
know Satan’s plan. Second Corinthians
2:11 reads: “Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for
we are not ignorant
of his devices.”
7274

(See 101 Answers to Questions About Satan, Demons,
and Spiritual Warfare, Item
#2289, $13.99.)

BRAZIL

Coronavirus Deaths Reach
Epidemic Proportions
Brazil could surpass the US in both
coronavirus infections and deaths,
according to the main coronavirus
tracking model from the University
of Washington.

-www.bbc.com, 24 June 2020

Commentary: Indeed, camera technology developed so fast that it left behind those

Gravediggers burying the coffin of a
person who died from COVID-19 in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. REUTERS/Amanda Perobelli
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its way to registering more than 4,000 daily
deaths, The Washington Post reported, citing
the university.
Brazil has not initiated a national testing campaign, has not implemented a national lockdown, and is dealing with insufficient healthcare
expansion. Reuters reported that the country
counted 34,918 new daily coronavirus cases on
16 June.
“From the point of view of public health, it’s
incomprehensible that more-rigorous measures
weren’t adopted,” senior scientist Carlos
Machado told The Post. “We could have avoided
many of the deaths and cases and everything
else that is happening in Rio de Janeiro. It was
an opportunity lost.”
The World Health Organization’s regional director Carissa Etienne said Brazil was a major
concern, Reuters reported.
-www.businessinsider.com, 16 June 2020

Commentary: According to Johns Hopkins University, Brazil is approaching the US level of
deaths per 100,000 in population: currently
they are at 4.3, with 4.9 in the US. Leading
the chart is the UK (14%), followed by Mexico (12%) and Ecuador (8%). While for most
countries on the European continent, the casualty rate has been substantially reducing,
Brazil’s prognosis does not look encouraging.
Let us pray that this pandemic will cause
many people who are still in darkness to
come to the light and be saved for all eternity.
One thing is becoming clear: the coronavirus has unified the world more than ever,
and this will continue. Based on history, we
can expect that another, yet unidentified
pathogen, will claim
many lives in the future.
Unified knowledge and
research are progressing
toward more globalism.
7281

(See One World, Item #2203,
SALE $10.)
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IMF Predicts Global
Economic Collapse

Israel Secures $32.4 Million for Medical Watches

The International Monetary Fund
painted a bleak portrait of the
global economy, saying the coronavirus pandemic has caused more
widespread damage than expected
and will be followed by a sluggish
recovery.

Israeli med tech company CardiacSense doubled sales for its
medical watch by securing a $32.4
million contract in India, the company announced.

global economy will shrink this year
L byThe4.9%,
worse than the 3% decline

predicted in April, the IMF said.
No major economy is escaping the pandemic. The U.S. economy, the world’s largest,
is expected to shrink this year by 8%. Countries
that use the single European currency are
headed for a decline of more than 10% while
Japanese output will fall by 5.8%, the IMF said.
The Chinese economy, suffering the twin ravages of the pandemic and the trade war with the
U.S, is projected to eke out just a 1% gain—its
worst performance in several decades.
Kristalina Georgieva, the fund’s managing director, called the pandemic recession “a crisis
like no other” and said that by the end of this
year, an unprecedented 170 countries would
see average individual incomes fall.

-www.thehour.com, 24 June 2020

Commentary: It is significant that no country
is exempt. This is truly a global issue.
While in some places, nationalism came to
the forefront, the bottom line still remained: everyone is involved, every country has to take precautionary steps and, in
the end, will suffer.
Will this cause a “global economic collapse”? Not very likely.
What does the Bible say? Revelation 18
speaks of the mystic Babylon, which represents the entire world. It speaks of the economic system and calls it “fornication.”
Why? The Greek word is porneia, which
simply means a marital act outside a marriage—in other words, fake. How is our
economic system built? Again, we may use

International Monetary Fund (IMF) Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva. (Nicholas
Kamm/AFP via Getty Images)

the word fake. It is based on advertising,
promotion, and propaganda; unrealistic
promises made without proof. In olden
days, money had a literal, physical value
based on gold, silver, and other precious
metals or stones. Today, that is no longer
the case; money is literally made out of thin
air. For example, a bank borrows $1 million from the Federal Reserve, and is lawfully entitled to lend $10 million to
customers; thus, creating $9 million from
nothing.
When one watches the promotion of
products on TV or other media platforms,
it is obvious how they vastly exaggerate
the value of the product presented, without actual evidence. Even services such as
insurance and lawyers are grossly overestimated. They are mostly fake—“fornication.”
One day this system is going to collapse, and what is written in Revelation
18:19 will take place: “And they cast dust
on their heads, and cried, weeping and
wailing, saying, Alas, alas that great city,
wherein were made
rich all that had
ships in the sea by
reason of her costliness! for in one
hour is she made
7273
desolate.”
(See

Exposing

Mystery

Babylon Part 2, Item #1080,
SALE $2.50.)

the agreement, CardiacSense
L isAs per
contracted to supply 150,000
watches over the next four years which will
be used in hospitals, home hospitalizations
and monitoring chronically ill patients all
across India. They will be partnering with
Xplore Lifestyle Solutions, who has held a
presence in India for the past 40 years as a
manufacturer and distributor of medical
supplies and devices.
“The agreement in India is a major business success, demonstrating the international recognition that our solution, for
constant monitoring, is the optimal technology for a range of diagnoses,” said CardiacSense Founder and CEO Mr. Eldad Shemesh.
“Supporting this is the fact that our clinical
results speak for themselves with unprecedented success in precise measuring, to a
level of 99%, of heart arrhythmias using a
wearable medical wristwatch, as part of a
clinical trial conducted in three medical centers in Israel and abroad.”
-www.jpost.com, 11 June 2020

Commentary: That Israel is leading in hightech devices is not surprising. It seems
like Israeli companies are achieving success almost on a daily basis.
This too is to be viewed as another
step toward total control. Virtually any(continued next page)
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thing in these monitoring fields does store
data and, quite obviously, the more the
better.
The article also states that agreements
have been signed with Argentina, Spain,
Turkey, Uruguay, Australia, South Africa,
and Chile. They have applied for approval
from the FDA in the US and CE certification in the European Union.
A contributing reason for Israel’s success is immigrants. The Jews returned to
the land of Israel from virtually the entire world. Subsequently, they have family connections in the countries they
have left. That was one of the great successes of the USA as well. For 1907, European immigration numbered 1,285,349
people; by 1910, 13.5 million immigrants were living in the United States.
From 1950 to 1967, the population of the
US doubled from 100 million to 200 million. The result? The world was opened
to America. No other country could compete.
For Israel, it is only the beginning.
Prophecy continues to be fulfilled, as we
read in Ezekiel 39:28: “Then shall they
know that I am the Lord their God, which
caused them to be led into captivity
among the heathen: but I have gathered
them unto their own land, and have left
none of them anymore there.” At this
point in time, based on various sources,
the Jewish population worldwide is listed
at 14.6 million. Presently, there are about
6.7 million Jews in Israel, approximately
half that number.
Thus, to fulfill
these words, almost 8 million
more Jews need to
return to their ancient homeland.

Medical Watches (continued from page 30)
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(See Israel’s Threefold Exodus, Item #1088, $14.50.)
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IRAN

Military Battles Locust
Invasion
Mohammad Reza Mir, a
spokesman for the ministry’s Plant
Protection Organization (PPO),
said the desert locusts had attacked more than 200,000 hectares
of orchards and farmland in seven
of Iran’s 31 provinces, the semi-official news agency ILNA reported.

The affected areas, stretching from
L eastern
Iran on the border with Pakistan to the south-western border with Iraq,
were likely to soon increase to 1 million
hectares, Mr. Mir told ILNA.
“The military have promised to help fight
the desert locusts, including by providing allterrain vehicles for use in areas which are
hard to access,” Mir told ILNA.
PPO’s head, Mohammad Reza Dargahi,
said that locust swarms threatened billions
of dollars’ worth of agricultural products
across six provinces in southern Iran, the
daily Financial Tribune reported.
The United Nation’s Food and Agriculture
Organization estimates agricultural losses to
neighboring Pakistan from locusts could be
as high as $3.4 billion for winter crops alone.
This year’s swarms are expected to be
much larger than in 2019, because their
numbers increase on average 20-fold with
each generation.

This year's locust invasion is seen as the
worst in decades.(AP: Ben Curtis)

face of the whole earth, so that the land
was darkened; and they did eat every herb
of the land, and all the fruit of the trees
which the hail had left: and there remained
not any green thing in the trees, or in the
herbs of the field, through all the land of
Egypt.”
Today’s locust plague hits Iran especially hard. That country is one of the most
bitter enemies of Israel and has publicly declared its wish to wipe them off the map.
That, of course, is not going to happen, because Israel’s existence is based on the existence of the universe. That’s one thing;
the other is, Israel is probably the best
country when it comes to fighting locusts
or, for that matter,
any other plague.
Maybe Iran will
wake up, because
the ninth plague
upon Egypt was total darkness. 7261

(See ISIS, Iran, Israel and

-www.abc.net.au, 15 May 2020

Commentary: Locusts remind us of the
eighth plague God sent upon
Egypt, because Pharaoh refused to
let the people of Israel go. Exodus
10:14-15 reads: “And the locusts
went up over all the land of Egypt,
and rested in all the coasts of
Egypt: very grievous were they;
before them there were no such locusts as they, neither after them
shall be such. For they covered the
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SIN PUNISHMENT NOW?...
CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT...
ENOCH
Sin Punishment Now?
Dear Mr. Froese,
I have been a subscriber to Midnight
Call magazine for many years. I love to
study the Bible, and every now and
then I am amazed at some of the things
people write, especially about the “end
times.”
For example, in the June issue under
“Corona Punishment,” someone asked:
“…do you believe it is a punishment
from God?” You answered, “God does
not punish us for our sins.” I assume
you mean that a believer’s sin penalty
has already been paid for by Jesus on
the cross. Surely, unbelievers will be
punished at the Great White Throne.
Who knows whether the writer was a
believer?
Also, about your reply to “Globalism.” You seem to use “Satan” and
“Beast” interchangeably. In Revelation,
Satan is referred to as the “Dragon.”
The Antichrist is referred to as the
“Beast.”
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Love your answer to the writer of
“Suffer Tribulation.” The Church will
have already been raptured before the
content of Revelation chapter 6 (mentioned by the writer).
-S. Grant, SC

Answer: I wrote, “God does not punish us for
our sins; otherwise, no one would be alive today.” That means no death sentence when we
sin.
You are right when it comes to Satan and the
beast; I often use this in conjunction with the
Satanic trinity: Satan, Antichrist, and false spirit.

Charismatic Movement
Dear Midnight Call Ministries,
I have been a faithful subscriber for
several years and love your work.
I am returning this book (The Church
Subtly Deceived) by Alexander Seibel,
which I purchased from you recently.
I became very disturbed by the author’s interpretation of the Charismatic
Movement and Pentecostalism in gen-

Visit midnightcall.com

eral. In my understanding of the Scriptures, the author borders on (if not
fully committing) what Scripture calls
“the unpardonable sin.”
I am not an authority on this subject, but have been an avid student of
Scripture for many years, and it disturbs me to read such denunciations as
this.
My suggestion is that you not promote this book anymore; remove it
from your store, and let the author
know why.
-L. O’Donnell, FL

Answer: What Brother Seibel writes is motivated by his determined task to expose false
spirits. We have to keep in mind that the Bible
warns of false apostles, false prophets, fake miracle healers (see Matthew 7:22-23). Brother
Seibel quotes verbatim the words of many of
these healers within the Charismatic movement, who outright contradict Holy Scripture.
That, however, does not mean that he or we
reject the many wonderful messages and
proclamations within the Charismatic and Pentecostal movements. The opposite is true; we
are deeply united in the Spirit with all who do
not deviate from Scripture. Yet, it must not hinder us from exposing blasphemy such as:
“While I lay on the floor, I was in the spirit with
Jesus in heaven”—someone claiming to be
“slain in the Spirit” under Reinhard Bonnke. Or
when Benny Hinn goes to the grave of Aimee
McPherson and states: “I felt a terrific anointing…I believe the anointing has lingered over
Aimee’s body.” Kenneth Hagin declared: “The
contact of my hands transmits God’s healing
power.” We are duty-bound to warn against
such unbiblical practices, because it does not
lead to Jesus, but to a fake one. For that reason,
I stand behind this book. It has been a help to
many who have been deceived and, because of

the book, saw the true light: the Jesus Christ
that the Gospel proclaims.

Enoch
Of Enoch, the Bible says: “And Enoch
walked with God: and he was not; for
God took him” (Genesis 5:24). Is Enoch
a sign of the end times and the immediacy of the Rapture? Is there a relationship?
-C. Spooner, OR

Answer: Enoch is definitely a picture of the Rapture
of the Church. Hebrews 11:5 gives this information:
“By faith Enoch was translated that he should not
see death; and was not found, because God had
translated him: for before his translation he had this
testimony, that he pleased God.” This is a prophetic
foreshadowing of the Rapture of the Church. Enoch
was raptured bodily before God’s plan of salvation
was accomplished. Jude also mentions him: “And
Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of
these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten
thousands of his saints” (Jude 14).

Are You Calvinist?
I was quite surprised to see you supporting
John MacArthur by offering his books to
your readers. Thus, my blunt question: are
you Calvinist?
-B. Benton, GA

Answer: My answer to your question, “Are you
Calvinist?” is no. Materials we offer have to be
solidly based on Scripture, interpreting fundamental doctrines. John MacArthur qualifies for
that criteria. We also offer Dave Hunt’s book, What
Love Is This?, exposing the errors of Calvinism.
When it comes to diverse opinion or interpretations, I claim Philippians 1:18: “What then?
notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence,
or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do
rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.” MC
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“And I will set thy bounds from the Red sea
even unto the sea of the Philistines, and from
the desert unto the river: for I will deliver the
inhabitants of the land into your hand; and
thou shalt drive them out before thee” (Exodus
23:31).

BY ARNO FROESE

T

his promise, confirmed by God with His “I
will,” is about 3,500 years old. Regarding
the “Red Sea,” the Tanakh reads: “from the
Sea of Reeds.” Interpretations of this verse differ
greatly. But we know God gave an unconditional
promise to Abram in Genesis 15:18: “In the same
day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the
river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates.” While there is no doubt about the River
Euphrates in the north, there are varied opinions
regarding the “river of Egypt.” Some insist it is the
Nile.
One sure way to determine the borders of the
Promised Land is to follow the footsteps of Moses,
because he never entered the Promised Land.
Deuteronomy 34:4 reads: “And the Lord said unto
him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will
give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it
with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over
thither.” He saw the land but did not enter.
Barnes Bible Notes also mentions the additional
regions Israel requested, such as Gilead and
Bashan, as recorded in Numbers 32:33: “And
Moses gave unto them, even to the children of
Gad, and to the children of Reuben, and unto half
the tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, and the king-
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dom of Og king of Bashan, the land, with the
cities thereof in the coasts, even the cities of the
country round about.”
One thing becomes crystal clear: the Hebrew
nation displaced the people living in the land of
Canaan. That was according to God’s election and
purpose. Quite naturally, it was opposed by those
who lived in the land—the Canaanites—who were
divided into ten different kingdoms, according to
Genesis 15:19-21: “The Kenites, and the
Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, And the Hittites,
and the Perizzites, and the Rephaims, And the
Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”
1948
In that year, Israel was attacked by seven armies
from the Arab League: Egypt, Trans-Jordan, Iraq,
Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and Yemen, along
with foreign volunteers from the Muslim Brotherhood, Pakistan, and British Sudan. The result? Israel expanded its territory.
1967
At the end of the Six-Day War, Israeli forces were
compelled to accept a ceasefire just a few miles
before reaching Damascus in the north, and Cairo
in the south. The result? Israel vastly expanded
her territory. The nations of the world protested;
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they suddenly pointed an accusing finger toward
Israel, and called the Biblical territory of Judea
and Samaria, the “West Bank” and “Israeli-occupied Arab territory.”
From a Biblical perspective, however, much of
Egypt, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon is actually
Arab-occupied Israeli territory. Israel continues to
act in their own interest to protect their citizens,
yet the world at large points to so-called international law, condemning Israel for taking possession of parts of the Promised Land. Interestingly,
all nations on planet earth were established with
weapons of war. Conquerors took the land and
changed the borders according to their power. International law apparently changed when Israel
conquered parts of the Promised Land.
COVID-19
For the first time in human history, the whole
world is being affected by this coronavirus. Yet Israel sees an opportunity. An article by Israel21c is
headlined, “The longer the downturn, the more
startups will emerge.” Here are some excerpts:
Not everything is doom and gloom in the global
economic outlook. E-commerce, digital health
and video conferencing are performing well out of
necessity in the Covid-19 economy. And we have
yet to see what will happen in the next two quarters.

Tough times create opportunities, with over
half the Fortune 500s today established during
economic downturns.
There have been signs of an uptake in interest
regarding accelerators in the US and Israel. For
the first time in many years, we are seeing well
compensated and accomplished professionals in
tech who have been laid off and are thinking
about building new startups.
“The last couple of months have been challenging for many startups,” says Raz Bachar, head of
Microsoft for Startups in Israel.
“Israel is appreciated in tech mainly for innovation and R&D. Trends that happen in the West
right now may affect Israel with latency,” says Assaf Luxembourg, a startup advisor and promoter
of Israel overseas.
The global economy is still in tatters and it is
an uphill battle to build anything, regardless of
the economy. This could be the period of the
camel rather than the unicorn, writes Alex
Lazarow. He defines camels as startups that
adapted to and survived harsh business climates
with less capital and ecosystem support.
-www.israel21c.org, 15 June 2020

What this shows is Israel’s preparedness: taking
advantage of the situation and making the best of
it. MC
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Coronavirus-Related Challenges
in Mission Work
The coronavirus and the necessary government measures are also thwarting many
projects in worldwide missions. A field report.
By Markus and Ellen Steiger

W

e’re living in an exciting world! At the
beginning of the year, everything
seemed OK, more or less. Then the
coronavirus came…Many things are changing in no
time at all. We had to cancel our trip to Israel with
94 people. A major prayer concern is the exchange
rate. It needs to fall! National inflation is increasing.
After the difficult vacation months of January
and February, there was initially a lot to produce.
Praise and thanks to the Lord for that. One church
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3The printing press standing idle
had ordered 120,000 tracts, and we received an order of over 10,000 books for Angola. Some titles
needed another print run.
We received an order from our city for over 45
Bibles. Since I (Markus) had an errand to run near
that address, I decided to bring it over personally.
Once I arrived, the man beamed at me, pleased
that everything had been delivered so quickly. I
asked him what he planned to do with all those
Bibles. He said that he wanted to cover each one in
wrapping paper, and put them on a table in front
of the house. Then, when people came by, he
would hand over one of these packages and say
that this gift could change their entire life. What
an idea! May the Lord bless and use this man, and
allow this sowing of very special gifts to bear fruit.

The Robbery
February 19 ended somewhat differently than
planned…At 10:30 pm, a man entered our house.
Ellen was alone at the time, and he threatened her,
armed with a knife. She had to give him her wedding ring, a necklace and other jewelry, as well as
her cell phone and a tablet. He also took all the
money from her wallet. Apart from the great shock

and material damage, we are so grateful to the
Lord that he didn’t do anything to her. Please pray
for our safety!

Drastic Necessary Measures
In March, the mayor of Porto Alegre issued a decree that all businesses, factories, etc. (with the exception of supermarkets and pharmacies) had to
close for 30 days. Those who disobeyed were punished with fines, closure of the business, and loss
of their business license.
For us, that meant a complete stop of the printing press, just as the vacation break seemed to be
coming to an end. All employees coming from
abroad also had to stay at home. Now we’re having
to use the internet all the more, as it’s practically
the only way to spread the gospel and the
prophetic Word. May the Lord save many people
in this dark time the world is going through!
But what refuge we have in God! Psalm 62:8:
“Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your
heart before him; God is a refuge for us.” Pray for
our preservation, and especially for our financial
situation.
(MR0520)

Mail to: Midnight Call Ministries, PO Box 84309, Lexington, SC 29073

r After prayerful consideration, I/we have decided to support
“Fellow Laborers.”

MIDNIGHT CALL

“To the only wise God
our Saviour, be glory
and majesty, dominion
and power, both now
and ever” (Jude 25).

r monthly

r one time

MC0820

$__________

Name:___________________________________________
With credit card
Address:______________________________________
ready, call:
City:__________________________________________
800-845-2420
State:______________________Zip:________________
Web:
Credit Card #:__________________________Exp:_____ midnightcall.com/
Security Code:_____Phone:________________________
fl
Email:________________________________________

% 1-800-845-2420

AUGUST 2020

37

E B E N E Z E R

H O M E

“Come, my people, enter thou into thy
chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide
thyself as it were for a little moment, until the
indignation be overpast” (Isaiah 26:20).

By David Phillips
Project Manager
(Prepared to enter the quarantine area)

Warm Greetings and Shalom from the
Ebenezer Home in Haifa!
In Israel we expect to return (hopefully)
back to “normal” life by way of transportation—trains, buses, inland flights, public
shipping, cable cars—and the reopening of
businesses, museums, hotels, swimming
pools, restaurants, tourist attractions—
mostly inland since flights to and from Israel will only be open to certain countries.
According to the Ministry of Health in Israel, here are the statistics regarding
COVID-19 so far (as of 1 July):
25,547 total cases
17,389 fully recovered
7,838 active cases
320 deaths
Thanks to our Heavenly Father, NO ONE
has been found ill from COVID-19 at the
Home! We have all been checked, and some
have been rechecked from time to time, but
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all have been found negative. Praise the
Lord!
We are writing this update with a thankful heart, for the many prayers and special
support from all of you who acted and responded to our call for help. May the Holy
One of Israel reward you very specially! Our
residents and team send their warmest
greetings, and pray for you too.
In May, some of the residents and team
had to quarantine just as a precaution, until
the test results had been released. And, as
mentioned, all came back negative!
No one has passed away due to COVID19 at the Home. Helen, one of our Holocaust survivors from the “Kindertransport”
of the Czech Republic, went to be with the
Lord at the age of 86, due to “normal circumstances.” Her home-going was very special. Shabbat morning, the other residents
and she, along with some of our staff, had
been celebrating the Lord’s communion and
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“

It has been a tense time, but on the other hand, it has been a wonderful
time of cooperation, with expressions of thoughts and feelings, understanding, and
the sharing of love and care in faith.”
(Visiting in the predesignated area)

listening to Bible teaching. Only a few hours
later, she was called home. Just the week
before, she had been sharing with one of
the staff how thankful she was and the joy
she had in Yeshua as her Savior. Home-goings are always a bittersweet moment at
Ebenezer…we miss their joyful presence,
but also greatly rejoice, as they have finished their earthly race and have now entered their Heavenly Rest!
We have been taking care of the elderly
with triple precautions; no one was allowed in or out of the Home, wearing face
masks at all times, washing hands constantly, etc.
These past few months have been a hard
time of separation for us. Most of our volunteers were called back to their countries, with only three who were not called
back staying on to help.
During these months, we have tried to
give more attention to the residents and
their needs, since none of their family
members were allowed in. Many feelings
came to the surface and were expressed;
the prayers for grandchildren, the love
they missed as children during WW2 and
the Holocaust, their sorrows, sins to be
forgiven, joy in their Savior—yes, many
mixed feelings that made all of us into one
big Ebenezer Family.
It has been a tense time, but on the
other hand, it has been a wonderful time
of cooperation, with expressions of
thoughts and feelings, understanding, and
the sharing of love and care in faith.
It was around mid-May that the Ministry of Health gave permission to have
visitors at a 2-meter distance, and only at a

predestinated area—the visitor on the outside of the building, with the resident inside near a window at the entrance—with
face masks and under surveillance. Only
one visitor was allowed at a time, and no
longer than one hour per visit. All had to
be registered ahead of time. Needless to
say, this took some logistics to pull off. For
all the parties involved, there has been a
general understanding of the situation,
even though some complain (which is understandable).
Some of the residents “discovered”
Skype, WhatsApp, Zoom, etc. This was a
time of learning new technology for many.
There was a lot of frustration in the learning process, but since it was something
their grandkids used, they pushed ahead.
The residents had to learn from scratch
how to use all this new technology, so it
took us some days of teaching…but even
this gave the team more interaction with
the residents, which was very helpful in
coping with the lockdown.
During this restricted time, we could
not accept new workers or volunteers. For
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those who also worked at another institution, they had to choose only one place to
work. Some of us turned into hairdressers
and barbers, since the residents could not
leave the Home. Yes, it has been a time of
testing, but we are sadly “used” to this term
in Israel—so we learn to do all we can, by
ourselves. Nevertheless, we have a lot of
fun trying things we never did. Both the
residents and staff enjoy all the “teamwork.”
All in all, COVID-19 brought upon us
more expenses than our usual yearly budget, due to more work hours, cleaning materials, disposable protective equipment,
water, organized transportation for workers
due to public transportation having been
suspended, etc. But we thank the Lord for
carrying us through!
As of the beginning of June 2020, residents are allowed to go out again, but with
great precautions—wearing masks and
avoiding public areas and crowds. They can
only leave to visit family. Slowly, life is returning to normal, although for the senior
citizens’ homes and hospitals, there are still
many restrictions. The predictions are that
we will need to stick to at least some of
these restrictions for the next 12 months.

The building plans have been moving forward, but on a more minor scale. We still have
a lot to plan inside, and until the end of the
coronavirus period, not much can really be
done right now. The plans have been approved by the municipality, so sooner or later,
we will have to request the building permit.
There have been some interesting developments, but more about this at another time!
Prayer Requests
• For health and that no one at the
Home—residents, team or their families—
will become ill with COVID-19
• For the understanding of all parties—the
residents and their families
• For our team to have patience and endurance in this situation, with new strength
each day
• For our three volunteers that remain at
the home—also pray for new dedicated volunteers as soon as the coronavirus emergency
is over
• For wisdom for the management
• For support of the building project
We thank the Lord, and really wish to thank
you for your dedicated prayer and financial
support—especially during this time!
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Midnight Call’s August Resource Guide
10 Keys for Unlocking
What Scripture Really
Says

Everything You
Wanted to
Understand
About the Book
of Revelation
Explained

UNCOVERING THE SECRETS OF BIBLE
PROPHECY ITEM #2349
192 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12
Author: Jeff Kinley

A Fascinating Survey
of the End Times,
Through the Words of
Jesus Himself

THE NON-PROPHET’S GUIDE TO THE BOOK OF
REVELATION ITEM #2361
224 pgs. • Paperback

$16.99 Sale $14

JESUS AND THE END TIMES

Author: Todd Hampson

ITEM #2356 • 224 pgs.
Paperback

I Believe Jesus
Will Return...
What More Do
I Need to Know?

$15.99 Sale $12
Author: Ron Rhodes

Making Sense of Crucial
Last-Days Signs

Combines engaging
illustrations with down-toearth explanations to help
you navigate the ins and outs
of Bible prophecy.

Bible prophecy expert Ron Rhodes surveys 15
current trends that affect us on a worldwide,
national, and personal scale—suggesting
some inescapable consequences to our
safety, rights, and way of life. You will see how
the stage is being set for the end times with
drastic developments.

THE NON-PROPHET’S GUIDE TO THE END TIMES
ITEM #2353 • 224 pgs. • Paperback

$16.99 Sale $14

Author: Todd Hampson

END-TIMES SUPER TRENDS

ITEM #2342

272 pgs. • Paperback

$15.99 Sale $12

Author: Ron Rhodes

What New Babylon Reveals to Us About the End Times
In New Babylon Rising, trusted prophecy expert Ron Rhodes offers insight into what God’s Word
tells us about the worldwide influence of New Babylon in the end times.

NEW BABYLON RISING ITEM #2359 • 272 pgs. • Paperback

$16.99 Sale $14 Author: Ron Rhodes
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One Easy End
Times Guide
The end times can be
confusing, or even troubling,
as we struggle to understand
such things as when Christ is
coming back, who the
Antichrist will be, when the
tribulation will occur, and how
to interpret biblical prophecy.
If you are curious, confused, or
fearful about any of these
things—this book is for you.

ANSWERS TO THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ABOUT
THE END TIMES ITEM #2312
192 pgs. • Paperback

$10.99 Sale $9

Author: Dr. John Hart

Travel Straight
Through the Events
of Scripture

Who Is the
Antichrist?
Where will the antichrist
come from? How will he rise
to power? Will we know who
he is before the rapture
occurs? Using an easy-tofollow Q&A format, Hitchcock
separates biblical fact from
human speculation as he
takes you on a fascinating
tour of Scripture verses about
the antichrist—and applies
them to life in today's world.

A CHRONOLOGICAL TOUR
THROUGH THE BIBLE

WHO IS THE
ANTICHRIST?

ITEM #2348
416 pgs. • Paperback

ITEM #2254 • 200 pgs.
Paperback

$16.99 Sale $14

$13.99
Sale $10

Author: Ron Rhodes

Author: Mark Hitchcock

The Imminent
End of Oil ...
Apocalypse
soon?
In The Coming Oil Storm
Rhodes documents the role of
Islam as the religion in control
of most of the world's oil
reserves and shows
convincingly that once Muslims
are in possession of the two
swords of oil and nuclear
weapons, they will feel
empowered to act as they wish.
Oil could even play a role in the
path to Armageddon.

THE COMING OIL STORM
ITEM #2248
224 pgs. • Paperback

$13.99
Sale $10
Author: Ron Rhodes

One World: Economy,
Government, and
Religion in the Last
Days

Studying Prophecy
Can Change Your Life
BIBLE PROPHECY ANSWER BOOK

ONE WORLD ITEM #2203
520 pgs. • Paperback

$15.99 Sale $10
Editor: Ron J. Bigalke

42

M I D N I G H T

C A L L

Order online: midnightcall.com/store

ITEM #2333
256 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12
Author: Ron Rhodes

What’s Next for
the Middle East…
and How Will It
Affect Us?

Why Christians
Must Think
Differently about
the People and the
Land

ISIS, IRAN, ISRAEL AND
THE END OF DAYS

ISRAEL MATTERS ITEM #2328

ITEM #2283 • 240 pgs.
Paperback

$17.99 Sale $14

$15.99

Author: Gerald R. McDermott

176 pgs. • Paperback

Sale $12
Author: Mark Hitchcock

An Informed
Response to Islam’s
War with
Christianity

What Does the
Future Hold for
Israel?

In The Cross in the Shadow of the
Crescent, readers will discover
helpful answers to these questions
and more:
• How does Islam’s growing
influence affect me personally?
• In what ways are our freedoms
of speech and religion in danger?
• How can I extend Christ’s love
to Muslims around me?

ISRAEL ON HIGH ALERT
ITEM #2343
272 pgs. • Paperback

$15.99
Sale $12
Author: Ron Rhodes

THE CROSS IN THE SHADOW OF THE CRESCENT
ITEM #2300 • 256 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12 Author: Erwin W. Lutzer
Almost 2700
years ago, the
prophet Ezekiel
detailed a
massive end–
times attack
against Israel.

Why Christians Should
Support Israel
In this presentation, Thomas Ice
answers many of the contemporary
arguments being used by both secular
and religious communities to
undermine what he believes is the
hand of God at work in our own day.

THE CASE FOR ZIONISM
ITEM #2327 • 222 pgs.
Paperback

NORTHERN STORM RISING ITEM #2294
246 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12

$13.99 Sale $12

Author: Thomas Ice

Author: Ron Rhodes
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The Truth about
Heaven, Angels,
and Eternal Life

Rediscover the
Foundational
Principles of Our
Faith

THE GLORY OF HEAVEN

This practical tool will help
Christians restore the fire and
conviction of their first love for
Christ by helping them better
understand His character, His glory,
and His love for them.

ITEM #2309
Hardcover • 224 pgs.

$22.99 Sale $20
Author: John MacArthur

Hit the Mark with
a Gospel Reset!
GOSPEL RESET
ITEM #2344
128 pgs. • Hardcover

$14.99

Sale $10
Author: Ken Ham

A SIMPLE CHRISTIANITY

ITEM #2324 • 192 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12

Author: John MacArthur

Understanding the
Omnipotent God… Who
Asks Questions of Us
QUESTIONS GOD ASKS

ITEM #2281
144 pgs. • Paperback

$11.99 Sale $7
Know the Facts

Author: Israel Wayne

Cult experts Ron Carlson and Ed Decker
combine their extensive knowledge to
give you quick, clear facts about 16 of
today’s major false teachings. Their
short, informative chapters highlight
the major teachings and contrast
them with the truth revealed in
God’s Word. Readers will discover
the key facts on:

What John Calvin
and his early
followers of the
16th and 17th
centuries
actually believed
and practiced

• Atheism • Buddhism
• Evolution • Hinduism
• Islam • Satanism
• And more

FAST FACTS ON FALSE TEACHINGS

ITEM #2194

258 pgs. • Paperback

$10.99 Sale $8
Authors: Ron Carlson & Ed Decker

WHAT LOVE IS THIS?
546 pgs. • Paperback

$21.99 Sale $18
Author: Dave Hunt

44

M I D N I G H T

C A L L

ITEM #2260

Order online: midnightcall.com/store

Are UFOs Real?
This landmark book provides biblical
answers to the many puzzling
questions regarding UFOs, and
whether there is intelligent, sentient
alien life on other planets. As a leading
Christian authority in this area, Gary
has traveled extensively around the
world, speaking and conducting
literally hundreds of interviews on
radio, television and various media.

ALIEN INTRUSION ITEM #2205
384 pgs. • Paperback

$14.99 Sale $12

Both Scientist and
Man of Faith
This timeless classic demonstrating the
human brilliance of this most honored of
scientists and man of faith is now available again after more than 100 years.
Newton’s (1642 – 1727) scientific accomplishments in astronomy, mathematics,
and physics form the foundation of many
areas of science today, yet you may not
know of his incredible belief in God that
was at the heart of his search for knowledge.

LIFE OF SIR ISAAC NEWTON
Author: Gary Bates

A Remarkable True
Story of One Man’s
Search for Truth
DEATH OF A GURU
ITEM #2149
208 pgs. • Paperback

$13.99

Sale $8
Author: Rabi Maharaj with
Dave Hunt

$14.99 Sale $10

A Devastating
Response To
Darwinism
IF ANIMALS COULD TALK
ITEM #2209
118 pgs. • Paperback

$9.99 Sale $7
Author: Dr. Werner Gitt

Is the Holy Spirit Active in Your
Life?

ALIVE IN THE SPIRIT
ITEM #2325
192 pgs. • Paperback

ITEM #2282

192 pgs. • Hardcover

Many people look to extraordinary experiences as
evidence of the Holy Spirit. But what happens when
the experience ends? How can we be filled with the
Spirit every day in the ordinary things we do? In
never-before-published material taken from A.W.
Tozer's sermons, Alive in the Spirit answers these
questions and, in a balanced perspective, explores
what the Spirit's involvement in your life should look
like. Many talk about being filled with the Holy Spirit,
but few accept God's conditions. Tozer lays down
these requirements in his trademark bold and wise
way. Though every Christian has the Spirit, not every
Christian is filled with the Spirit. Knowing the
difference will change your life.
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EXPOSING MYSTERY
BABYLON: PART I

EXPOSING MYSTERY
BABYLON: PART II

ITEM #1078
Booklet • 48 pgs.

ITEM #1080
Booklet • 48 pgs.

$4.50

$4.50

Sale $2.50

Sale $2.50

Author: Arno Froese

Author: Arno Froese

Genesis & the Truth About Man’s Origin
A growing number of professing evangelical leaders and scholars are doubting or denying a literal Adam
and a literal Fall, which thereby undermines the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Last Adam, who came to undo
the damaging consequences of Adam’s sin and restore us to a right relationship with our Creator. This
book will increase your confidence in the truth of Genesis 1–11 and the gospel!

SEARCHING FOR ADAM

ITEM #2319

600 pgs. • Paperback

$24.99 Sale $18

Editor: Terry Mortenson

The book of Genesis is
constantly under attack
from many sources...

Why are we here?
And where are we
going?

THE GENESIS FACTOR: MYTHS
AND REALITIES ITEM #2239

COSMOS, CREATOR AND
HUMAN DESTINY

254 pgs. • Paperback

ITEM #2251
606 pgs. • Hardcover

$13.99 Sale $12

$30 Sale $25

Editor, Ron J. Bigalke Jr.

Author: Dave Hunt

In the Beginning—A Good Place to Start
Genesis is chock-full of some of the Bible’s most exciting stories. From Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden to Joseph’s reunion with his family. Do you ever wonder if God really did create the world in seven
days? What’s the deal with Cain and Abel anyway? And just how big was that boat Noah built?
Start at the beginning with Pastor Skip Heitzig and the accounts on which the rest of Scripture is built:
the creation of the world, the fall of mankind, and God’s establishment of the history of the nation of Israel. Follow along and learn not just the origins of man, but also the origins of God’s plan for redemption.
Understanding the book of Genesis is crucial to understanding the rest of the Bible. And it all starts in
the beginning.

YOU CAN UNDERSTAND THE BOOK OF GENESIS ITEM #2347
288 pgs. • Paperback
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A Closer Look at the
Third Temple
NEW

T

he apostle Peter calls the believers “lively
stones.” Just as the earthly temple was
built of stones, the heavenly temple is
built of spiritual stones. This spiritual temple is
under construction at this time.
Only when that temple is completed—
when the last from among the Gentiles has
been added to it—will the Church, the body
of Christ, the spiritual temple, be raptured
into the presence of the Lord. Furthermore,
the Church—in which dwells the Holy Spirit—
is also the hindering element for the salvation
of Israel, as Paul documents: “blindness in
part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of
the Gentiles be come in” (Romans 11:25b).

WHAT ABOUT THE THIRD TEMPLE? ITEM #1091
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