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Action for Israel
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Editor’s Note
Dear Friends of Israel,
BY FREDI WINKLER

T

he thing that hardly anyone thought was possible
has happened. For the second time, no one in Israel succeeded in forming a government.
A third round of elections is scheduled to take place on March 2nd.
It’s almost certain that no decisive
different result will emerge. Why
is that?
The population of Israel has created ideological-political camps
that remain relatively stable. The
decisive factor is still Avigdor
Lieberman’s Yisrael Beiteinu (“Israel Our Home”) party. Traditionally, it’s a more right-wing party
which, among other things, fights
against the one-sided privileges of
ultra-Orthodox Jews. Because
their demands went unmet by Netanyahu and his Likud party (out
of respect for the religious coali-
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tion partners), it was impossible to
form a government.
Merging the two major parties
also proved to be impossible because the Kachol Lavan (“Blue
and White”) party is unwilling to
accept a government in which Netanyahu, against whom various
charges have been filed, is the
prime minister.
So, the chances for the third
round of elections look bleak, because the obstacles standing in the
way of a merger haven’t been resolved. Each round of elections
costs the state over one billion
shekels, a fact that frustrates voters, especially since there’s no solution in sight for another round of
elections.
In a televised speech, Netanyahu
enumerated all of his achievements as Israel’s Prime Minister.

As the last and largest, he named
the development of gas discoveries
in the Mediterranean by way of
the recently-completed and commissioned gas pipeline to the
coast. He proudly continued to
tell how Israel rose to eighth place
among the world’s most powerful
countries. It’s possible that this
promising wealth, having fallen
into Israel’s hands through its gas
discoveries, is one of the reasons
for the power struggle.
An Israeli politician once said,
“We can thank God that we
haven’t found any oil in our country. Otherwise we’d rely on our
wealth, and our spirit of invention
and innovation would die.”
When Israel entered the Promised Land under Joshua’s leadership, God instructed them to go
first to Mount Ebal and Gerizim,
to choose between obedience and
blessing, or disobedience and
curse. And before Joshua died, he
called the people together once
more to repeat the crucial question: “Choose this day whom you
will serve,”after which he said the
familiar words: “But as for me

% 1-800-845-2420



and my house, we will serve the
LORD” (Josh 24:15).
The Israeli people did indeed
miraculously return to the land of
their forefathers, just as God had
foretold through the prophets. A
Jewish state has once again come
into existence. But that isn’t God’s
real purpose. As the Bible clearly
states, He has more in mind for Israel. The Israelis like to watch
other nations because they want
to be like them, which is completely understandable. However,
they also readily appeal to the
Bible where land rights are concerned. Having said this, when it
comes to the obedience demanded
by God to guarantee their blessing, they’d rather be a nation like
others. This is basically the biggest
choice facing Israel today. The
same is true of all other nations.
Recalling Joshua’s choice, which
decided everything (“But as for me
and my house, we will serve the
LORD”), I send my warmest
greetings with Shalom.
Yours,
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Is the Messiah
Really the
Purpose of the
Torah?
BY SETH D. POSTELL, EITAN BAR, AND EREZ SOREF
Jesus Christ says that Moses wrote about Him. Is that
really true? The coming Savior is hardly mentioned in the
five books of Moses. A critical examination.
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H

ow many verses in the
Torah refer to the Messiah and how many refer
to the Law? The percentages are
staggering. There are about nine
prominent verses in the Torah
that people commonly consider
messianic prophecies (Gen 3:15;
49:8-12; Num 24:17-19; Deut
18:15), out of a total of 5,845
verses, or less than one fourth of
one percent (0.15%). On the
other hand, there are roughly
3,605 verses dealing with commandments given to the people
of Israel. This amounts to nearly
62% of all the verses in the Torah!
On percentages alone, we would
have to say that the Law is far
more important than the Messiah.
The Law has to be the Torah’s
goal!
Before we come to hasty conclusions about the Torah’s goal,
let’s consider an important principle in narrative literature: the
principle of quality over quantity.
For instance, if we were to ask
who is the hero in C. S. Lewis’s
classic narrative, The Lion, The
Witch, and the Wardrobe?, with-

% 1-800-845-2420

out hesitation, most people would
say Aslan. Why is Aslan the hero
of the narrative? He only shows
up at the end of the book, and
most of the story line focuses on
four children. Aslan is barely a
blip on the screen when it comes
to the percentage of time C. S.
Lewis focuses on Peter, Edmund,
Susan, and Lucy. How do we
know Aslan is the hero? We can
say that Aslan is the hero of the
narrative because of the principle
of quality, not quantity. Our equation does not depend on how
much Aslan appears in the story,
but where he appears in the story
and how he brings the story’s
plot to resolution. Aslan not only
shows up in qualitatively strategic
places, but his character provides
a resolution to the story line.
We believe the messianism of
the Torah might likewise be considered in the light of quality over
quantity. Yes, the Law appears
in 62% of the story, but as we
have seen, the story line anticipates
that Israel will break the Law,
and thereby break the Sinai
covenant. A major obstacle in

Visit midnightcall.com
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Is the Messiah Really the Purpose of the Torah?
How do we know
that Aslan is the
hero? He’s the hero
of the story because
the principle of quality over quantity
applies. Our equation isn’t based on
how often Aslan
appears, but where
he appears in the
story and how he
solves the problems
of the plot.

the Torah’s plot is disobedience
to God’s Law and the consequences of the curses that comes
with disobedience (exile and
death). We see this problem at
the beginning and at the end of
the Torah’s story (Gen 3; Deut
28). Yet God’s purpose for Israel
and for all of humanity is blessing,
another theme that appears at
the beginning and end of the
Torah (Gen 1:28; Deut 33). If
disobedience to the Law is the
obstacle for receiving God’s blessing, what is the Torah’s remedy?

8

There are clues that the Torah’s
remedy, that is the means through
which God will accomplish His
purposes to and through Israel,
is the coming of the MessiahKing in the last days. Moses
clearly regards “the last days”
as a matter of great importance,
since he uses the phrase four times
in the Torah, and each is structurally significant. On three occasions, the phrase appears at the
heading of very large prophetic
poems: first, at the end of the
Patriarchal Narratives (Gen 49:1);
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second, when Balaam tries unsuccessfully to curse Israel at the
transition period from the old to
the new generation of Israelites
in the wilderness (Num 24:14);
and third, at the end of the Torah
as the prologue to the Song of
Moses (Deut 31:29). The fourth
time the phrase occurs is in the
context of a prophecy, when
Moses calls heaven and earth as
witnesses (see Deut 31:28; 32:1)
to the fact that Israel will be exiled
from the land because of disobedience, but that in the midst of
tribulation, Israel will return to
the Lord in the last days (Deut
4:25-31).
“Then Jacob called his sons
and said, ‘Gather yourselves
together, that I may tell you what
shall happen to you in the last
days’” (Gen 49:1).
“And now, behold, I am going
to my people. Come, I will let
you know what this people will
do to your people in the last days”
(Num 24:14).
“When you are in tribulation,
and all these things come upon
you in the last days, you will
% 1-800-845-2420

return to the LORD your God
and obey his voice” (Deut 4:30).
“For I know that after my
death you will surely act corruptly
and turn aside from the way that
I have commanded you. And in
the last days evil will befall you”
(Deut 31:29).
In each case, the phrase appears
at such important junctions in
the Torah story that, like the
theme of faith, it must be considered a key for understanding
the theological purposes of the
Torah as a whole. Another clue
to the importance of the last days
is the opening word of the Torah
itself: “In the beginning”—a word
that in Hebrew requires an “end.”
The word in Hebrew for “last”
in the phrase “the last days,” is
always used as the opposite of
the word “beginning” in the
Hebrew Bible (Num 24:20; Deut
11:12). The Torah opens with a
story about the rise and fall of
Adam in the “beginning of days.”
The Torah’s introductory story
serves as a prologue to God’s ultimate plan to remedy mankind’s
greatest problem: our separation
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Is the Messiah Really the Purpose of the Torah?
Likewise, we believe that the Torah’s references to the Messiah
should be judged by their quality and not their quantity.

from God, caused by unbelief
and disobedience. This remedy
will not come through the Law,
but in spite of Israel’s repeated
disobedience to the Law. Instead,
God will provide the only sufficient remedy for sin through the
Messiah-King in “the end of
days” (see Gen 49:1, 8-12; Num
24:14, 17-19).
In what follows, we look at
the importance of the Messiah
within the story line of the Torah’s
narrative.
The fact that the Torah begins
with narrative rather than commandments was, for the medieval
rabbis, a problem in need of a

10

solution. Rashi, the
most famous of all
Jewish Bible commentators, begins his commentary on the Torah
by writing:
“Rabbi Isaac said,
The Torah should have
begun with: ‘This
month shall be for you’
(Exod 12:2), since this is the first
commandment which Israel was
commanded to keep. And what
is the reason that it [the Torah]
opens with ‘In the beginning’?”
Rashi goes on to explain that
the Torah begins with a story,
from creation to the Exodus
(Gen 1—Exod 12), in order to
justify Israel’s dispossession of
the Canaanites from the Promised Land. Should the nations
of the world accuse Israel of
stealing the land from the seven
Canaanite nations, Israel’s
defense would be THE STORY:
“The whole world belongs to
the Holy One, blessed be He.
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He created it, and He gives it
to whomever He sees fit.” The
story is Israel’s “alibi”: both her
title deed to, and justification
for the conquest of the land.
Though the story may provide
a divine justification for Israel’s
claim to the Promised Land, this
is merely a subcategory of a far
grander and universal purpose.
It is our contention that the purpose of the story—a story that
goes beyond Exodus to include
the rest of the Torah as well as
the Former Prophets (Joshua,
Judges, 1—2 Samuel, 1—2
Kings)—is to provide the biblical
“alibi” for the messianic hope,
as well as the eschatology in the
Hebrew Bible as a whole.
Let’s set the stage for this
rather bold assertion with a few
thoughts about the shaping and
the nature of this story.
First, the Hebrew Bible, or
Tanakh (the Law, the Prophets,
and the Writings), opens with
a single continuous historical
narrative that starts with the creation of the world and concludes
with the exaltation of Jehoiachin
% 1-800-845-2420

son of David in the Babylonian
Exile (2 Kings 25:27-30). This
narrative accounts for nearly half
of the entire Hebrew Bible in
words.
Second, the conclusion of this
story can be anticipated by the
reader since its plot is already
foreshadowed in the introduction
(Gen 1—11). In rabbinic literature
this phenomenon falls under the
category of ma’asei avot, siman
l’banim, meaning, “the deeds of
the father are a sign to the sons.”
In other words, the early chapters
of this story, particularly the story
of what becomes of Adam and
Eve, are there not simply to tell
us about what happened to Adam
in the past, but to tell what will
happen to Israel in the future.
Adam’s story in Genesis 1—3
becomes Israel’s story in the book
of Joshua all the way through to
1—2 Kings (the gift of the garden/the land; the receiving of the
commandments; the failure to
resist the temptations of the resident(s) of the garden/the land;
disobedience and exile to the
east).
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Is the Messiah Really the Purpose of the Torah?
For Moses, the “last days” are so important that he uses the term
four times in the Torah, and it is significant each time.
them, so that they will
say in that day, ‘Have
not these evils come
upon us because our
God is not among us?’
And I will surely hide
my face in that day
because of all the evil
that they have done,
because

they

have

Third, the prophetic nature of
the Torah’s introduction is reinforced by Moses’ predictions at
the end of the Torah:

turned to other gods. Now there-

And the LORD said to Moses,

be a witness for me against the

“Behold, you are about to lie

people of Israel. For when I have

down with your fathers. Then this

brought them into the land flow-

people will rise and whore after

ing with milk and honey, which I

the foreign gods among them in

swore to give to their fathers, and

the land that they are entering,

they have eaten and are full and

and they will forsake me and

grown fat, they will turn to other

fore write this song and teach it
to the people of Israel. Put it in
their mouths, that this song may

break my covenant that I have

gods and serve them, and despise

made with them. Then my anger

me and break my covenant. And

will be kindled against them in

when many evils and troubles

that day, and I will forsake them

have come upon them, this song

and hide my face from them, and

shall confront them as a witness

they will be devoured. And many

(for it will live unforgotten in the

evils and troubles will come upon

mouths of their offspring). For I
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know what they are inclined to do
even today, before I have brought

them into the land that I swore to
give” (Deut 31:16-21).

Moses, the greatest of all the
prophets of the Hebrew Bible,
declares in no uncertain terms
that Israel, like their father Adam,
will enter the Land, eat of its
fruit, break God’s commandments
as expressed in the Sinai covenant,
and be driven into exile (see Deut
4:25-28; 30:1).
When we consider these three
points—the substantial narrative
of Israel’s disobedience and subsequent exile, the foreshadowing
of a story theme in Adam’s disobedience and subsequent exile,
and Moses’ explicit predictions
of Israel’s disobedience and subsequent exile—a question forces
itself upon us: Since Israel’s disobedience and exile are anticipated and predicted by Moses in
the Torah, what’s the point of
the story? Since Moses knew
beforehand that Israel will break
the Sinai covenant and go into
exile—and that is precisely what
% 1-800-845-2420

Cover Story
KEY TERMS

Law (capital L): the commandments of the Sinai Covenant

Maimonides (Rambam): A 12th-

century Jewish philosopher who
is perhaps the most influential
thinker and writer on the Talmud
(not to be confused with 13thcentury Torah scholar Ramban,
or Nachmanides)

Oral Torah: the rabbinic traditions

Rashi: The most famous Jewish
Bible commentator

Talmud: A collection of ancient

traditional, non-Biblical Jewish
scriptures, comprised of Oral Law
and commentary on the Law of
Moses

Tanakh: The Hebrew Scriptures,
also known as the Old
Testament, made up of the
Torah, the Prophets (Nevi’im),
and the Writings (Ketuvim)

Torah: The Pentateuch in its

entirety—that is, the five books
of Moses

Yeshua: The Jewish name for
Jesus
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Is the Messiah Really the Purpose of the Torah?

happened in the Former
Prophets—then the primary goal
of the story is not to encourage
Israel’s obedience. What is the
ultimate goal of the Torah, and
the entire Hebrew Bible for that
matter, if Israel’s disobedience
and exile are assured? We believe
that the best answer to that question may be summed up in one
word: “messianism.” The Messiah, as we will see, is the point
of the story, and the Messiah in
the Torah story becomes the
“buzz” of Israel’s later sacred
writings (the Latter Prophets and
the Writings).
According to some Bible scholars, messianism is a rather marginal topic in the Hebrew Bible.
The seemingly limited number
of overt messianic prophecies in
the Hebrew Bible, particularly in
the Torah, may cause intellectual
dissonance with clear statements
in the New Testament about the
centrality of the Messiah in the
Tanakh. For instance, Yeshua
makes the following rather bold
claim about the Torah: “Do not
think that I will accuse you to

14

the Father. There is one who
accuses you: Moses, on whom
you have set your hope. For if
you believed Moses, you would
believe me; for he wrote of me.
But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe my
words?” (John 5:45-47). Other
statements in the New Testament
claim unreservedly that the Messiah is a central, if not the central
theme of Moses and the Prophets.
As followers of Yeshua who
accept the authority and veracity
of the New Testament, we honor
Yeshua’s claims about the Torah,
though some might be hardpressed to defend them from the
bema (the pulpit) with just the
Torah in hand. We would claim
that messianism is a major theme
in the Torah, and more, that it
provides the headwaters out of
which messianism flows to the
rest of the Hebrew Bible.
Let’s define the terms “messianism” and “Messiah,” given
the fact that these terms are not
used in the Torah—and very infrequently in the Hebrew Bible for
that matter—to describe the one
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History is Israel’s “alibi,” her title deed and justification for conquest
of the land.

about whom this chapter is written. The word messiah (mashiach),
“anointed one,” is used 39 times
in the Tanakh, and on some occasions, though rarely, is used as a
technical term to refer to the one
whom later post-biblical writers
call the “Messiah-King” (see, e.g.,
Ps 2:2; Dan 9:25-26). In its nontechnical sense, the term refers
to the high priest (Lev 4:3), to
kings (1 Sam 24:6), to prophets
(Ps 105:15), and to Cyrus (Isa
45:1). Here we use “Messiah” as
an all-inclusive term for the indi% 1-800-845-2420

vidual through
whom God will
ultimately reestablish His original
purposes for creation in the last
days. At times, this
multifaceted figure
is depicted as a
king, other times as
a prophet, and in
some places as a
priest. In some passages, he is described as a potentate; in others, a despised and
rejected worm. In all cases, however, He is the lynchpin of God’s
plan to reestablish His blessed
rule over a temporarily curse-ridden creation. “Messiah” refers
to the hero of this story, and “messianism” is the term used to highlight those features that are
pertinent to His-Story.
(MR1119/1043)
(Excerpt from the book Reading Moses, Seeing Jesus,
chapter 3: https://www.oneforisrael.org/evangelisticprojects/new-book-the-torahs-goal/)
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On the
ISRAEL

Horizon

Jerusalem Will Be Capital of
Caliphate, Says Al-Aqsa Preacher

Jerusalem will soon become the capital of a global
caliphate, a Palestinian preacher has told a crowd
of Muslim worshipers at the Aqsa Mosque in
Jerusalem’s Old City, before calling on them to seek
martyrdom.

MUSLIMS PRAY next to Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem.
(photo credit: REUTERS)
Speaking at an event held by Hizb ut-Tahrir to mark
the anniversary of the 1453 AD capture of Constantinople by the Ottoman Empire, Nidhal “Abu Ibrahim” Siam
said the date brought tidings that Rome will soon be conquered
in the name of Islam.
In a video recording of the event uploaded to the Internet
on January 17, and translated by the Middle East Media

16
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ANTI-DIABETES
DRUG
new drug being
developed in Israel
could be the answer to
treating the main cause of
Type 2 Diabetes, insulin
resistance.
According to Concenter
BioPharma co-founder and
CSO Prof. Mottie
(Mordechai) Chevion, “the
unique property” of the
drug, called Zygosid-50 “is
that it cancels out insulin
resistance.”
Asked about how
Zygosid-50 works, he said
that it “almost completely
reduces insulin resistance
and normalizes all diabetesassociated parameters to
the normal range.
“If you take care of the
insulin resistance, you take
care of the symptoms,” he
said.

A

-jpost.com
16 January 2020

On the Horizon
Research Institute (MEMRI), Siam can be seen telling the
enthusiastic crowd that three prophecies would soon be
fulfilled: that a rightly-guided caliphate will be established,
that Jerusalem will be liberated and established as its capital,
and that Islam “will throw its neighbors to the ground” and
achieve world domination.
“Do not obey the followers of Satan [and] those who collaborate with America, Russia, and the West,” he urged.
In response, the crowd chanted: “This Al-Aqsa [Mosque]
will be liberated… The caliphate was promised by Allah…
By means of caliphate and the consolidation of power, your
conquest, oh Rome, is a matter of certainty… Allah Akbar!”
This is not the first time that Siam has used an address at
al-Aqsa to stir up sectarian fervor. In a video uploaded to the
Internet during Ramadan on May 10, 2019, he can be seen
telling a crowd at the mosque that “during this month of
Ramadan, the devils will be shackled—the devils of America,
the devils of Britain, and the devils of Russia.”
The crowd chanted “amen!” as he called repeatedly for
victory “soon.”
-www.jpost.com, 20 January 2020

Commentary: One thing we know; namely, the prophecy

uttered by Islamic preacher Siam will not be fulfilled.
Rome represents Europe, and Europe literally conquered
the entire world. That’s one reason, but another is a
more important one: Rome represents the last Gentile
superpower. Daniel proclaims: “Thus he said, The
fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth,
which shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall
devour the whole earth, and shall tread it down, and
break it in pieces” (Daniel 7:23). Even the Islamic world
% 1-800-845-2420
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‘ZIONIST
OCCUPIED STATE’
sers on social media
began posting videos
of Apple’s built-in
virtual assistant Siri saying
that Israeli President
Reuven (Ruvi) Rivlin is “the
president of the Zionist
Occupation State,”
Business Insider reported.
According to the report,
the likely cause of the
response is vandalism on
Rivlin’s Wikipedia page,
since Wikipedia is a source
Apple often uses to
produce its information
from.
Apple corrected the
problem with Siri now
saying that “Reuven Rivlin
is the President of Israel,”
yet it has yet to formally
address the controversy.

U

-jpost.com
20 January 2020
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is subject to Rome’s laws and philosophy. This is self-evident when visiting
some of the super-successful Arab
countries, primarily due to their oil
reserves. They have patterned their
economy, technology, and infrastructure on Western principles.
The future of Jerusalem and
Israel is proclaimed in Joel 3:20-21:
“But Judah shall dwell for ever,
and Jerusalem from generation to
generation. For I will cleanse their
blood that I have not
cleansed: for the Lord
dwelleth in Zion.”
7163

(See Why Jerusalem Is Jewish,
Item #1070, $2.)

THAILAND

Israeli Debate Team
Wins 3rd World
Championship

An Israeli debate team has won the
World Universities Debate Championship for the third time. The
contest took place in Bangkok,
Thailand.
The winning duo, Hadar Goldberg
and Maya Saveliev of the Open
University Debate Team, made history as
the first Israeli team of women to win the

18

Right to Left: Hadar Goldberg, Maya
Saveliev
(photo credit: MONICA FORMAN)
competition. They defeated 750 contestants from around the world in the English
Second Language (ESL) category.
The competition took place throughout
the last week of 2019. It had a varied
array of subjects for the nine debate
rounds that the team went through,
including gender, democracy, ethics,
geopolitics and law.
Numerous Israeli debaters, some of
whom have won European and world
championships, competed this year in
the parallel judges’ panel competition
and also judged in the final stages of the
competition, a privilege only 10% of
judges receive. Eight Israelis were judges
in the final stages of the competition,
not including those judging in the final
debates of each category.
Israel has been on a roll over the past
few years in the debate world. Three

On the Horizon
Israeli teams (out of four teams in each debate round)
reached the finals in the European Debate Championship
this past year, and Israeli teams won in both the EPL and
ESL categories in 2018.
An Israeli high-school team won the European High
School Debate Championship in 2018.
-www.jpost.com, 8 January 2020

Commentary: Israel has a tremendous advantage

because of the plurality of languages. The country
is made up of immigrants from virtually around
the world. While Hebrew is the official language,
many other languages are used daily.
Here we are reminded of the new countries:
USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, etc., who
received millions upon millions of immigrants,
which contributed to the success of these nations.
The United States had another advantage, namely
the climate—very European-like, thus making it
“home” for many the central and northern European
nationals. The Spanish and Portuguese also favored
a similar home-country climate; thus, they conquered Central and South America.
Of course, Israel is different, and not to be compared
with any other nation in the world. This is selfevident by their super success. As days and years
go by, with some 7 million Jews still
living in the Diaspora, the country is
destined to be even more successful
than in our days.

BRIEF 
NEWS IN

REPAIRING
DAMAGED HEART
TISSUE
non-toxic blue dye
commonly used in
biology labs helps
repair damaged heart tissue
in mice, say researchers at
the Weizmann Institute of
Science in Israel.
As described in the
Journal of Clinical
Investigation Insight, a dye
molecule called Chicago
Sky Blue reduced scar size
and improved heart
function of adult mice
following induced
myocardial infarction (heart
attack).
The results point to the
potential of Chicago Sky
Blue as a therapeutic agent
for enhancing cardiac repair
and function even when
heart muscle cells are
permanently damaged.

A

-israel21c.org
12 January 2020
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(See Miracle of Israel, Item #2303, $13.99.)
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Exports Soar by 68%
Over Past Decade
Israel’s exports of services and
goods are forecast to break
another annual record in 2019 as
full-year revenues climb toward
$114 billion, the Foreign Trade
Administration said.

The hefty increase during the
past 10 years has been fueled
by soaring exports of services, notably
hi-tech exports. Service exports have
soared by a staggering 160%, from $21.5b.
in 2009 to almost $56b. in 2019. This
year alone, service exports have increased
by approximately 11.7%. Service exports
represented approximately 49% of all
exports in 2019, versus only 32% a decade
ago.
Recent years have seen significant
changes in the destination of exports.
Total exports (excluding diamonds) to
Asian countries grew from 18% in 2009
to 22% in 2019, driven by a huge 402%
leap in exports to China over the past
decade. Exports to Japan and Taiwan
also increased by 73% and 38% respectively.
Significant growth was also recorded
in Latin America, where exports grew by
more than 40% or approximately $584m.

20

Containers are seen in this general
view of the port of the northern city
of Haifa.
(photo credit: REUTERS/Ronen Zvulun)
over the past decade. The Latin American
region currently constitutes the destination
for approximately 5% of all non-diamond
exports.
After China, the greatest decade-long
increases in exports were registered in
the United Kingdom (286%), Poland
(162%), Japan (73%), Turkey (66%) and
Brazil (61%).
The Foreign Trade Administration is
currently in negotiations to secure agreements with a list of major trading partners,
including China, Russia, Vietnam and
Kazakhstan.
-www.jpost.com, 30 December 2019

Commentary: The key to Israel’s
success is simply free trade. It is
quite an achievement to read that
exports to communist China

On the Horizon
increased by 402% over the last decade. Israel’s
foreign trade association is busy negotiating with
as many countries as possible, establishing open
and free trade with individual countries. Jews in
particular have a spirit of knowledge in dealing
with strangers. Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 reads: “The thing
that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that
which is done is that which shall be done: and
there is no new thing under the sun. Is there any
thing whereof it may be said, See,
this is new? it hath been already
of old time, which was before us.”
7164

(See The Remarkable Wisdom of Solomon, Item
#2223, $12.99.)

ISRAEL

36,000 Immigrants from North
America

Nefesh B’Nefesh has welcomed over 36,000 olim—
immigrants who made aliyah—into Israel over the
past decade.
Additionally, Nefesh B'Nefesh offers ongoing support
after a person has made aliyah; the organization has
helped 90% of their immigrants find a lasting home in Israel,
as opposed to emigrating back to their home country.
NBN olim over the past decade mainly hail from New York,
Toronto, Los Angeles, Montreal, Baltimore, Chicago, Teaneck,
South Florida, Atlanta and Boston.
The data shows that 10,982 families, 14,225 singles and
5,517 retirees made aliyah and decided to move their lives to

% 1-800-845-2420
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ANTISEMITISM
AT DW
he British Guardian
paper reported that
staff employees
accused a presenter at the
giant news organization DW
of being antisemitic. “From
what I witnessed, it seemed
to build up over time as he
targeted certain
colleagues,” one employee
said.
Some staff members said
the “presenter would target
colleagues he believed to
be Jewish arbitrarily, using
antisemitic insults in the
open office.”
The media watchdog
CAMERA said “it helped
draw attention last
December to Deutsche
Welle’s problematic
coverage of Israel and
Gaza” and “the allegations
raise new troubling
questions about the media
company’s culture.”

T

-jpost.com
20 January 2020
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USA

New York Eyes Israeli
Security Solutions

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS land in Israel on
a Nefesh B’Nefesh charter aliyah flight.
(photo credit: SHAHAR AZRAN)
Israel since 2010. Among those were
431 physicians, 1,618 other medical professionals and 5,678 young men and
women who came with the desire to
serve their country as lone soldiers.
-www.jpost.com, 24 December 2019

Commentary: Now, for more than

ten decades, Jews have been returning to the land of their fathers, to
the land of Israel. This process will
continue in spite of often seemingly
unbridgeable difficulties. Here the
Lord is decisive through the prophet
Zechariah. He proclaims: “And I
will bring them, and they shall dwell
in the midst of Jerusalem: and they
shall be my people, and I will be
their God, in truth and in righteousness” (Zechariah 8:8).
7165
(See Are We Really Living in the Last Days? Item
#2277, $17.95.)
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After an antisemitic stabbing rampage in Ramapo’s Monsey community on Dec. 28 shocked the world,
the town’s authorities have
announced plans to install an
Israeli-developed emergency
response platform to protect the
community.
Ramapo Supervisor Michael Specht
said the town would trial the
“Gabriel,” an affordable crisis platform incorporating a smart panic button to alert and
communicate with emergency teams, and
also bolster law enforcement capabilities
through the installation of cameras and automated license plate readers.
Founded in 2016 by Yoni Sherizen and
Asaf Adler, Gabriel can instantly provide
first responders with video access and a
dynamic map of the scene of an ongoing
attack at so-called “soft targets” and communal spaces.
“The Gabriel system is very aptly
named—Gabriel was known as a great
guardian angel, and he was also known
as the enemy trumpeter,” said Specht at
a press conference. “This device acts as
a guardian angel and as a siren. It was
developed by people who are veterans of

On the Horizon
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GOEBBELS’
SPEECH USED
razil’s culture minister
was ousted after
sparking outrage
across Latin America’s
largest nation for
paraphrasing a speech by
Nazi Germany’s propaganda
mastermind.
In a now-deleted video
revealing the National Arts
Awards posted on the
ministry’s Twitter page,
Roberto Alvim used
excerpts of a speech by
Joseph Goebbels, but he
later called it a “rhetorical
coincidence.” Richard
Wagner, one of Adolf
Hitler’s favorite composers
who is commonly
associated with German
nationalism, played in the
background.
“I reiterate our rejection of
totalitarian and genocidal
ideologies, as well as any
kind of explanation for them.
We also express our full and
unrestricted support for the
Jewish community, of which
we are friends and share
common values,” Brazilian
President Jair Bolsonaro
said after firing Alvim.

B
Gabriel emergency panic button (photo credit: Courtesy)
agencies who have a little bit of experience of fighting terrorism—the IDF and the Mossad.”
That attack in Monsey capped a string of incidents in
which Jews have been physically attacked or accosted in
the New York metropolitan area, including a shooting at a
kosher supermarket in New Jersey that left two members of
the hassidic community dead.
“Unfortunately it doesn’t seem to be ‘if’ another attack
happens again but ‘when’... and that means we need to
protect our children, communities and locations as best as
possible,” Sherizen told The Jerusalem Post. “Gabriel is
empowering communities with the right tools to take measures
that improve preparedness significantly for the critical seconds
that save lives.”
-www.jpost.com, 5 January 2020

Commentary: Israel to the rescue! When comparing
Israel with any other nation on planet earth, one quickly
realizes that their intelligence and security apparatus

% 1-800-845-2420
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are second to none. Thus, more and
more nations and global corporations
are looking to Israel for security. But,
where does Israel’s security come
from? Daniel introduces his third
night vision with these words: “In
the first year of Darius the son of
Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes,
which was made king over the realm
of the Chaldeans” (Daniel 9:1). This
is rather noteworthy, because the
Medes took over Babylon, today’s
Iran and Iraq. It is Gabriel who comes
to answer Daniel’s confession: “Yea,
whiles I was speaking in prayer, even

the man Gabriel, whom I had seen
in the vision at the beginning, being
caused to fly swiftly, touched me
about the time of the evening oblation.
And he informed me, and talked with
me, and said, O Daniel, I am now
come forth to give thee skill and understanding” (Daniel 9:21-22). This type
of skill and understanding is quite evident among the
people of Israel.
7159

(See Through the Eyes of the
Prophet, Item #2297, $10.50.)

How Seven Days Reveal God’s Plan
for the World
The Day of Salvation includes the Dispensation of Grace and
characteristics of the New Dispensation, among other things.
Highly relevant are the Day of Jesus Christ and the Apostolic
Mystery of the Rapture. The Day of Eternity covers the
fulfillment of all things, the new heaven and the new earth,
and living for eternity.
These are just a sample of the seven days and their
themes that the author describes.
This booklet shows that the countdown has long since
begun, and we’re headed straight for the ultimate turning
point in world history.

SEVEN DAYS TO ETERNITY ITEM #1089
36 pgs. • Booklet

$4.50 Sale $2.50

Author: Norbert Lieth
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An Amazing Opportunity!
By David Phillips
Project Manager
Dear Friends of the
Ebenezer Home,
Many of you have been
making contributions toward our nursing ward project, and all of your
donations are greatly appreciated. Thank you!
We are making great
strides with the project,
putting everything into
place so we can continue to
move forward. It would be
far easier to build a new
home, but right now we
must work with what we
have. If it is God’s will, one
day we may be able to upgrade to a larger facility, to
serve the greater majority of
the believers here in Israel.
% 1-800-845-2420

In the meantime, an
amazing opportunity has
come up that would
“match” every dollar given
toward the nursing ward
project! The Ministry of Social Affairs and Social Services has a program for
giving aid toward the building of a nursing ward. This
program would match every
dollar given! This means
that every dollar you give
would be matched by the
Israeli government, essentially doubling your donations—making each $1
donation, now $2!
Needless to say, this
would be a tremendous
blessing and opportunity,
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saving a lot of time and
money for fundraising, if we
are approved. Please keep
this in your prayers, as we
research and look further
into this option, to see what
the requirements and conditions would be for us to receive this benefit.
We are also working with
our tax office here in Haifa,
to be released from certain

taxation related to the project, since we are a nonprofit organization. We
could greatly benefit from
this as well. We should be
able to be released from this
taxation, once we prove that
we are a non-profit organization.
Thank you for your
prayers, and for your continued support!

Mail to: Midnight Call Ministries, PO Box 84309
Lexington, SC 29073

NFI0220

r Yes, I wish to support the Ebenezer Home Project
MIDNIGHT CALL

Note: Donations for the
project by check/money
order should be made
out to Midnight Call, and
specify Ebenezer Home
in the memo line.
With credit card ready,
call: 800-845-2420
Web:
midnightcall.com/ebenezer
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“Also Judah took Gaza with the coast thereof, and
Askelon with the coast thereof, and Ekron with the coast
thereof”(Judges 1:18).
BY ARNO FROESE

G

aza is mentioned 18 times
in the Old Testament and
one time in the New Testament. The Gaza Strip, as it is
called, is bordered by the Mediterranean Sea, 13 kilometers with
Egypt, and 59 km with Israel. The
population is listed as 1.836 million, of which 98% are Muslim
and about 1% Christian. Life expectancy stands at 74.4 years.
From the above Scripture, we
learn that Judah took possession
of the land. However, during Israel’s repeated rebellions against
God, we know that the Philistines
(no relationship to Arab-Palestinians) became Israel’s most stubborn
and fiercest enemy.
Ashkelon today is a thriving Israeli city of 141,000 inhabitants.
The city of Ekron is located some
18 km from Gath, but the exact location has not been established. It
was there that the Ark of God was

% 1-800-845-2420

brought by the Philistines, according to 1 Samuel 5:10.
Modern Gaza was captured by Israel during the 1967 Six-Day War.
Many agricultural settlements were
established, and Gaza became somewhat prosperous. Then in 2005, Israel withdrew from Gaza, leaving
behind well-established farms and
some industry. Instead of taking advantage of these developments, the
Arab-Palestinians discharged their
hate and destroyed much of what Israel left behind. Since that time, terrorist activities coming from Gaza
have been numerous and do not
cease. Israel always reacts to terrorist
attacks, which resulted in the blockade of Gaza from sea, air, and land.
Doubtless, this is cause for much suffering among the people of Gaza. Yet
Israel is forced to protect its citizens.
The CIA Factbook lists Gaza’s exports as $1.955 billion for 2017, and
imports at $7.582 billion for the same
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year (estimates for 2018 imports
stand at $8.59 billion). When imports are higher than exports, someone has to pay the bill; in most cases,
governments, institutions, and nonprofit organizations funnel money to
Gaza. Quite often, the money does
not end up for the purpose it was collected, but is used to fuel terrorism.
Thanks to globalism, it is now
possible to file lawsuits virtually anywhere in the world against any country. See example below.

supported a massive wave of
Palestinian-launched incendiary balloons from the Gaza Strip into southern Israel, sparking hundreds of fires
throughout the area and causing
physical and mental harm to local residents.
According to KKL-JNF, close to
2,200 fires destroyed more than
14,200 hectares (35,000 acres) of agricultural land, nature reserves and forest—including JNF forests—and
harmed local animal life.The estimated

A newly filed $90 million US lawsuit

value of this destruction is a minimum

has charged a Palestinian human

of $50 million, according to the

rights group with financing hundreds

Foreign Ministry.

of acts of environmental terrorism

A series of reports by the Strategic

along Israel’s southern border with

Affairs Ministry has demonstrated that

Gaza.

for years, boycott promoters have dis-

The lawsuit exposes an alleged

guised themselves as human rights

conspiracy between the US Campaign

activists and managed to raise tens of

for Palestinian Rights (USCPR, also

millions of dollars and euros from

known as Education for a Just Peace in

Western countries and citizens who

Hamas,

thought they were contributing to

Palestinian Islamic Jihad, the Popular

the

Middle

East)

and

causes supporting justice and equality.

Front for the Liberation of Palestine

“For far too long, the people of

and other designated terrorist organi-

southern Israel have been traumatized

zations.
It seeks to hold the American

by ongoing terrorist attacks seeking to
destroy both their way of life and the

based 501(c)3 USCPR liable for con-

surrounding forests and environ-

spiring to provide financial aid that

ment,” said Richard D. Heideman, sen-
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ior counsel at Heideman. “The flow of
money is fuel for terror. It is essential to
take action against US groups that are
complicit partners in funding terror
that helps enable foreign terror organizations to relentlessly wage a multifaceted campaign of terror against the
citizens and lands of the sovereign
State of Israel.”
-www.jpost.com, 15 November 2019

While most neighboring Arab countries have learned not to tangle militarily with Israel, the ArabPalestinians have apparently not
learned their lesson; particularly the
people of Gaza, who have elected the
now-recognized terrorist organiza-

tion, Hamas, as their government.
When will this conflict end? We may
safely assume that in the not-too-distant future, the Gazans—as well as
other Arab-Palestinians—will recognize that terrorism is not the answer;
it only makes things worse. With the
advance of globalism, we should expect some sort of peace to be established in this troubled conflict zone.
For Israel’s future, the words of Amos
9:14 are valid: “And I will bring again
the captivity of my people of Israel,
and they shall build the waste cities,
and inhabit them; and they shall
plant vineyards, and drink the wine
thereof; they shall also make gardens,
and eat the fruit of them.” MC
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