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12a CH--8600 Dübendorf Switzerland

27

Action for Israel
By Arno Froese

Editor’s Note
Dear Friends of Israel,
BY FREDI WINKLER

A

n article titled “PostCorona World Order”
was published in the
Jerusalem Post. It states that the
coronavirus pandemic is an event
that will fundamentally change
the world, like World War I, the
Great Depression, World War II,
the fall of the Iron Curtain, and
September 11th.
Each of these events unleashed
changes and new situations that altered the world. In the present
time, globalization and eliminating
borders have been at the top of the
scale of values—until now. The
first thing the various countries did
to combat the virus was close their
borders to prevent the virus from
being further introduced. One of
the likely consequences of the corona crisis will be a walk-back of
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an ever more encroaching globalization. The individual state will
ascend once again.
There has never been a time
when it has been so fashionable
to travel or vacation in the
world’s most far-flung countries.
This is not only true of the many
luxury cruise ships, but also of
the young people who travel
around the world as backpackers.
Yet when the crisis began, everyone wanted only one thing: to go
home, where they felt safest, as
quickly as possible. After most of
them had reached their homeland, international civil aviation
came to a virtual standstill. The
small virus halted globalization.
Each country was now dependent on its own healthcare system
in the crisis, and could hardly ex-

pect outside help. The world is
unsettled, and no one really has
an answer for how it will end.
The EU is likely to be the biggest
loser, with its open borders policy. The virus forced the various
nations to close the borders, even
where visible borders had
scarcely existed in ages. In Italy
and Spain, the two most severely
affected countries in Europe, the
EU was criticized for failing to
show solidarity.
If we consider the events from a
biblical point of view, the question arises: Do these events also
have an end-time facet? In Luke
21:11, in His end-time discourse
on the Mount of Olives, the Lord
Jesus also speaks of pestilence as
being a forerunner of His coming. And while there have been
pandemics of much greater magnitude throughout history, this is
the first since a Jewish state has
been in existence and the Jews
were back in their country. It
should be noted that the events
predicted to occur before Jesus
Christ’s return always require the
presence of Jews in their land.

% 1-800-845-2420



In the 13th chapter of Isaiah,
we see an almost unbelievable description of the “Day of the
Lord” which, according to verse
11, will come over all the world.
Although Babylon is ostensibly
its subject, the book of Revelation uses the term “Babylon” to
refer to the whole world system,
which is spoiled by greed for
profit (cf. Rev 17:5).
In Isaiah 13:14, it is written
that everyone will turn to their
people and everyone will flee to
their land. Isn’t that exactly what
happened in the corona crisis?
When the end-time events arrive
across this world, the muchpraised global system won’t care
about the people; they’ll be left to
their fate. Therefore, it’s critical
that we have our secure “homeland” and safe refuge in Jesus
Christ, as He spoke of in John
14:1-4.
With this glorious and sure
hope, I send my warmest greetings with Shalom.
Yours,
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 Cover Story

Palestinian Denial of

Jerusalem’s
Jewish
History
BY ANTJE NAUJOKS
Israel is doubtlessly intent on emphasizing the Jewish
presence in Jerusalem, but without negating the Muslim
historical connection to the city. The Palestinians, however,
are vigorously engaged in modifying historical facts in an
effort to erase any Jewish-Jerusalem relationship.

6
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A

cademicians of many
disciplines have
occupied themselves
with questions about the
recording of history. When
assuming that written history
is based entirely on facts,
one must not ignore the role
played by methodology of
recording or the “diverse
historical memory,” as Israeli
professor Dan Diner called
it. In other words, every story
has two or more sides. For
instance, considering eyewitness accounts of an automobile accident, one finds
that all of them saw the same
event, but each one observed
different details.
This is also true for the
events following May 1948
in the former British Mandate, where two parallel historical processes had their
beginning. While the declaration of Israel’s statehood
was an overwhelmingly joyous event for one side, it was
an event that brought uncertainty and loss to the other.

% 1-800-845-2420

When propaganda pursuing
a definite ideological goal
comes into play, facts will
be distorted, downplayed,
denied or completely falsified. In such cases facts are
no longer the objective;
rather, the goal one wants
to reach. Thus, totally new
narratives can come to life.
Regarding the Holy Land,
there is the example of an
effort to wipe out Jewish
history by changing the
name of a geographic region.
The name change from
Judea to Syria-Palestine was
the edict of a powerful
Roman emperor. It seems
almost harmless in comparison to the denial of the Jewish bond with the Holy
Land—which in our time is
the order of the day—
throughout the Arab world
in general and the Palestinian
region in particular. One can
name endless examples in
which the Palestinians are
following the Roman model.
The Tomb of the Patriarchs

Visit midnightcall.com
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Palestinian Denial of Jerusalem’s Jewish History
Looking toward Jerusalem, and especially the Temple Mount, one
realizes: the Palestinian Authority (PA) is waging a war for their interpretation of recorded history, in which all means seem to be justified.

in Hebron simply became
the “Ibrahimi Mosque,” and
Rachel’s grave by Bethlehem, “Bilal ibn Rabah
Mosque,” even though there
never has been a mosque
at that location. Looking
toward Jerusalem, and especially the Temple Mount,
one realizes: the Palestinian
Authority (PA) is waging a
war for their interpretation
of recorded history, in which
all means seem to be justified.
Since the Temple Mount
has always been seen as the
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heart of the conflict, Islamic
propaganda has tried to
rewrite the history of this
holy site, certainly since the
violent confrontation in the
mid-1930s. Earlier in 1925,
a visitor’s guide to the Temple Mount was published
under the auspices of the
Waqf (a foundation contributed to by Muslims for
religious, educational or
charitable purposes). In this
brochure the history of the
Jewish Temple, with relevant
Bible citations, was still presented. Since then much has
changed, especially after the
Second Intifada, which
began in the year 2000.
From that time on the Palestinian worldview totally
negated the Jewish history
of this site. Yasser Arafat
was the first to proclaim
that neither a first nor a second temple of the Jews had
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ever existed there. Today,
in the Islamic year 1441,
the Waqf Institute asserts:
“Already 3,000 and 30,000
years ago, since the creation
of the world, there has been
a mosque on this Mount.”
Continuing along this line
of thought, the Wailing Wall
of course is also part of the
Islamic mosque.
Palestinian propaganda
doesn’t even shy away from
ancient writings, including
the Bible, as well as the
Dead Sea Scrolls and the
works of Flavius Josephus,
the Roman Jewish historian.
Such reference sources are
dispensed with as “myths”
or “fabrications of the fascist, racist, Zionist occupiers.” According to present
assertions, Jesus was a Palestinian, implying that He was
not a Jew. Archaeological
discoveries which correspond to biblical statements
are similarly discredited.
The vast extent of the
propaganda concerning this
% 1-800-845-2420

matter can be appreciated
by visiting the website of
the NGO Palestinian Media
Watch (palwatch.org) and
reading the countless
quotes from Palestinian
authorities, ministers,
politicians, journalists and
scholars. One would think
these are so preposterous
that the readers would only
shake their heads—however, the opposite is the
case! That a UNESCO
(United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization) resolution in 2016 agreed with
the Palestinian distortion
of history is one thing. But
more concerning by far is
this report: high school students in Finland, at their
college entrance exam in
the fall of 2019, were presented with four maps of
the Holy Land—which,
along with the exam questions, reflected exactly the
Palestinian worldview.
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“Deal of the Century” –
A Two-State Solution?
On January 28, 2020, US President Donald Trump and Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu officially presented the Trump Plan for
Peace between Israel and the Palestinians at the White House in
Washington, D.C. It was a solemn occasion, having been postponed
several times before. But the upcoming elections in the United
States, as well as those in Israel, did not allow any further delay.
BY FREDI WINKLER

P

resident Trump praised this
peace offer as the best and
most comprehensive plan yet,
better than all previous ones. The
Israeli Prime Minister’s speech
sounded a bit less certain, since he
knows that some of his coalition
partners will not be in agreement.
The Palestinians rejected the
plan from the outset, and for that

10

reason had no representative at the
official event. However, the American offer of more than $50 billion
in financial investments won’t be
as easy to refuse, even though most
of their fundamental demands for
a peace treaty will not be met.
According to the Peace Plan, only
70% of the West Jordan region
(within the 1967 established bor-

ders) will be part of the Palestinian
State. But it would be a State with
a capital at the eastern border of
Jerusalem. Specific details would
be negotiated between the Palestinians and Israel within four years’
time. Obviously, everything depends
on the basic Palestinian decision.
A negative decision will not be easy,
given the dwindling support for
the Palestinian situation from the
Arab countries, as well as the rest
of the world.
The Ultra-Right-Wing Party in
Israel sees this Plan as ending the
dream of a whole Israel. They will
do everything in their power to
prevent the realization of the Plan.
The Plan will most likely lead to a
split of their alliance with the Likud
party. Probably this means that the
two main parties will have to finally
get together, after all, to bring the
Plan to fruition. Without a doubt,
difficult political struggles can be
expected. The only outcome to save
the Ultra-Right would be a categorical “No” from the Palestinians.
The United States—mediator for
peace with Egypt, Jordan and now
the Palestinians—is often accused
% 1-800-845-2420

of being one-sided and prejudiced
in favor of Israel. Especially now
during the Trump presidency. Therefore, it was imagined that the United
States and ally Israel would not
really want the establishment of a
Palestinian State. The Trump Plan
should now put an end to such
assumptions.
Regarding Israel and current
issues in the Middle East, the true
compass is still and always will be
the Bible. What does the Bible say
about peace in the Middle East?
In Ezekiel chapter 38, we read in
verses 8, 11 and 14 that before the
attack by Gog (from the country
of Magog), Israel “will dwell safely.”
Trump emphasizes in his Plan that
Israel’s safety is a foremost priority.
Paul writes in 1 Thessalonians 5:3,
“…when they shall say Peace and
safety; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them…”
Seen from this perspective, the
Trump Plan may, in fact, be very
likely to succeed despite all obstacles and resistance. And then it
could mean that we are a big step
closer to the end-time events spoken about in Scripture.

Visit midnightcall.com
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On the
ISRAEL

Horizon

Clean Water to African Villages
Aids Coronavirus Fight

It’s estimated that 450 million people across SubSaharan Africa lack access to clean water and basic
hygiene.

Sivan Ya’ari, CEO of Innovation: Africa, assessing how this village
can use Israeli technology for greater access to clean water.
Photo: courtesy
This greatly increases their risk of infection if the novel
coronavirus reaches their villages. Nearly 600 COVID19 cases are already confirmed across the continent.
Israeli nonprofit organization Innovation: Africa (iA)—which
installs Israeli solar and water technologies in remote villages
in Uganda, Malawi, Tanzania, Zambia, Cameroon and South
Africa—is ramping up its efforts to prevent mass infections.
“How can we tell these communities to wash their hands
when there is no clean water? Their medical facilities do not
have proper equipment, refrigeration or even light to work
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BRIEF 
NEWS IN

BDS FOUNDER
SAYS OK TO USE
ISRAELI VACCINE
f Israel finds a vaccine for
coronavirus, boycotters
can still take it, Omar
Barghouti, founder of the
anti-Israel Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions
(BDS) movement said.
“If you use medical
equipment from Israel—it’s
not a problem. Cooperating
with Israel against the
virus—to begin with, we
didn’t consider it
normalization.”
However, Barghouti
added, “up until now, we
have not been in a situation
where we need Israel
urgently and no one else
can save us but Israel. If that
will happen, saving lives is
more important than
anything else.”

I

-jpost.com
6 April 2020

On the Horizon
at night,” says Sivan Ya’ari, CEO and founder
of the award-winning Innovation: Africa.
This year, iA expects to work around
the clock to complete another 200 water
and solar projects, said Ya’ari.
-www.israel21c.org, 7 April 2020

Commentary: Israel’s know-how in

relation to water management in
deserts is well known. We note that
Uganda, Malawi, Tanzania, and
Zambia have no diplomatic relationship with Israel.
As of April 2019, Israel has full diplomatic relations with 41 out of 46
Sub-Saharan African countries and
embassies in 11 out of 54 African
countries: Rwanda, Senegal, Egypt,
Angola,

Ghana,

Ivory

Coast,

Ethiopia, Nigeria, South Africa,
Kenya, and Cameroon.
-en.wikipedia.org

Regardless of diplomatic relationships, Israel continues to stretch out
a helping hand to
whoever is in
need.
7224

(See What Should We Think
About Israel? Item #2358,
$17.99.)

% 1-800-845-2420

ISRAEL

Working with China
on Emergency COVID19 Testing Facility

Israeli DNA company, MyHeritage,
announced that it will be working
with Chinese genomics giant BGI
to build an emergency testing
facility which will allow Israel to
perform an additional 10,000
coronavirus tests per day.

The lab, [which began] service
on April 9, may double its testing
output to around 20,000 tests daily.
An identical lab was set up in just five
days by BGI in Wuhan, the city that was
the original epicenter of the coronavirus;
another was set up in Shenzhen.
According to MyHeritage CEO and cofounder Gilad Japhet, “BGI will ship to
Israel in the coming days an aerial train
of equipment, including dozens of advanced
qPCR corona testing machines—the type
of equipment used to detect RNA viruses,
which allows the detection of even minimal
amounts of the virus. The equipment also
includes RNA extraction robots and large
quantities of relevant equipment.”
According to Japhet, “Alongside the
air training, about 25 experts from China
will come to Israel to train us on how to
work with the equipment.”

Visit midnightcall.com
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The Chinese team of
experts will be exempted from
entering isolation as others
landing in Israel are required
to do, since they are required
to come with medical certificates stating that they have
tested negative for the virus.
An employee of German biopharmaceutical company
According to Japhet,
CureVac, demonstrates research workflow on a vaccine
MyHeritage will be responsible
for the coronavirus (COVID-19) disease at a laboratory in
for funding and Chinese BGI
Tuebingen, Germany
(photo credit: REUTERS/ANDREAS GEBERT)
will donate the equipment and
manpower. “Our goal is not
to become rich, but to benefit humanity.
lifeline to sustain the population
This is the time for the Israeli high-tech
before 1948 was based on the comindustry to shine,” Japhet concluded.
munist system, kibbutz. They recall
-www.jpost.com, 28 March 2020
that, before 1948, weapons were
embargoed by the US and Britain.
Commentary: It seems that testing is It was communist Czechoslovakia
one key to containing coronavirus
which supplied the needed
spread. Interestingly, communist
weapons for the Jews to defend
China is ready to help. In the meanthemselves. Thus, in the backtime, a large volume of Chinese equipground of their relatively short
ment, accompanied by experts, has
modern history, Israel remembers,
arrived in Israel.
and they will benefit—as they
For Israel, it’s not unusual to
always have in
work with communist China,
the past—from
because they remember that over
their cooperation
94% of their Founding Fathers, who
with communist
7220
signed their Declaration of IndeChina.
pendence, were communist-edu(See Israel Matters, Item
cated. Israel also knows that their
#2328, $17.99.)
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On the Horizon
CHINA

Alibaba Invests in Israeli Travel
Tech

In a positive post-corona sign of life, Israeli travel
tech startup Hotelmize announced that it has
completed a Series B investment round co-led by
Alibaba Hong Kong Entrepreneurs Fund, associated with e-commerce giant Alibaba Group.

Hotelmize CEO Dor Krubiner (center) with co-founders Guy
Levitan and Omry Litvak. Photo: courtesy
Hotelmize’s AI-based technology automatically buys
and sells hotel rooms to generate additional profits
for travel or hotel companies. To date, it has handled over $2
billion of reservations and has created over $100 million worth
of transactions.
“The tourism industry is one of the most competitive industries worldwide. Unlike others, travel industry players are
offering highly similar products, which makes it exceptionally
difficult to differentiate from their competition,” says Hotelmize
founder and CEO Dor Krubiner.
Cindy Chow, executive director of the Alibaba Hong Kong

% 1-800-845-2420
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NEWS IN

GERMANY
ALLOWS IRANIAN
‘TERROR’ BANKS
he organization United
Against Nuclear Iran
published a report,
disclosing that German
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
government is permitting
Iranian banks sanctioned by
the US government to
operate within the federal
republic.
“The oldest Iranian bank
operating in Germany is
Bank Melli, established in
1965 in Hamburg. It is also
Iran’s national bank, wholly
owned by the Government
of Iran (GOI), and its
biggest company by
revenue. The US Treasury
sanctioned Bank Melli in
2018 for its support of the
IRGC, having enabled the
IRGC and its affiliates to
move funds inside and
outside Iran,” wrote the
report’s author, Daniel Roth.

T

-jpost.com
8 April 2020
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Entrepreneurs Fund, said: “As we come
out from the current difficult situation
under the effect of COVID-19, we believe
that Hotelmize can contribute to the recovery of the hotel industry with its unique
value proposition.”

nations to have
conquered the
novel coronavirus.
7223

(See Miracle of Israel, Item
#2303, $13.99.)

-www.israel21c.org, 6 April 2020

Commentary: Needless to say,

Israel’s tourist industry is suffering
greatly to the point of collapse,
but apparently that’s not what
Chinese-headquartered Alibaba
Entrepreneurs Fund thinks.
At the time of writing, Israel
has the coronavirus somewhat
under control. One article in the
Jerusalem Post was titled, “Israeli
COVID-19 Treatment Shows 100%
Survival Rate”:
Six

critically

ill

coronavirus

patients in Israel who are considered high-risk for mortality have
been treated with Pluristem’s placenta-based cell-therapy product
and survived, according to preliminary data provided by the
Haifa-based company.
-www.jpost.com, 12 April 2020

It will not be surprising when
Israel emerges as one of the first

16

SAUDI ARABIA

Nuclear Reactor
Sparks Fears

Saudi Arabia has nearly completed
construction of its first nuclear reactor, sparking fears about the country’s quest for nuclear power.
New satellite images, first published by Bloomberg, show construction on the building site has made
significant process over the past three
months.
The images show the construction of a
10-meter high steel vessel, which would
contain nuclear fuel, and construction work
on the surrounding concrete building.
In a statement to Bloomberg, Saudi Arabia’s energy ministry said its purpose was
to “engage in strictly peaceful scientific,
research, educational and training activities
in full compliance with international agreements.”
The kingdom agreed to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty three decades ago. In

On the Horizon
2005, it signed an agreement with the IAEA known as the “small
quantities protocol” that allowed countries with negligible nuclear
programs to be exempt from regular inspections or nuclear
monitoring.
Saudi Arabia announced its nuclear ambitions nine years
ago. The world’s top oil exporter laid out plans in its Vision 2030
campaign to diversify its energy mix.
But the United States is concerned the nuclear technology
could have potential military uses.
The publication of the satellite images follows a struggle
between the Trump administration and Congress over the
sale of nuclear technology to Riyadh.
The Daily Beast revealed the US Department of Energy
had approved six authorizations for US companies that were
looking to conduct nuclear-related work in the Middle Eastern
kingdom.
The approvals, known as Part 810 authorizations, would
allow companies to do preliminary work on nuclear power
ahead of any deal but not ship equipment that would go
into a plant.

BRIEF 
NEWS IN

COVID-19
TREATMENT
TESTED ON US
PATIENT

-www.news.com.au, 9 April 2020

sraeli-based Pluristem has
treated its first American
patient suffering from
COVID-19 complications
under the country’s
compassionate use program.
In the US case, the patient
was treated with the
company’s PLX cell therapy at
Holy Name Medical Center in
New Jersey, where Pluristem is
already running a Phase III
critical limb ischemia study.
Like the patients treated in
Israel, this patient was critically
ill with respiratory failure due
to acute respiratory distress
syndrome and was intubated in
an intensive care unit for three
weeks.

Commentary: Saudi Arabia’s population stands at 34

-jpost.com
14 April 2020

I

million people, with about 30% being non-Saudi citizens.
Life expectance is 76.2 years. As one of the richest
countries in the world, the GDP per capita is listed as
$54,500. The economy is strongly based on petroleum
products: 87%. Saudi Arabia possesses about 16% of
the world’s proven petroleum reserves and is the
largest oil exporter in the world.
Saudi Arabia’s relationship with the US is considered
excellent. Why? One word: money. That obviously
% 1-800-845-2420
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oppressive governments in the world
when it comes to religious freedom.
The World Factbook, published by the
CIA, has this to say:
Despite having a large expatriate
community of various faiths (more
than 30% of the population), most
forms of public religious expression
inconsistent with the governmentsanctioned interpretation of Sunni
Islam are restricted; non-Muslims
are not allowed to have Saudi citizenship and non-Muslim places of
worship are not permitted (2013).
-https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/
the-world-factbook/geos/sa.html

Wikipedia states:
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is a
sovereign Arab Islamic State. Its religion is Islam. Its constitution is

Satellite images reveal Saudi Arabia’s
construction developments on its first
nuclear reactor, from April 2017 (top) to
April 2018 (middle) up to today
(bottom). Source: Google
Earth/BloombergSource:Supplied
is a contributing reason for the relatively positive global media coverage about this country.
What about religion? The country
may be considered one of the most
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Almighty God’s Book, The Holy
Qur’an, and the Sunna (Traditions)
of the Prophet.
-en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Islam_in_Saudi_Arabia

In the meantime, Saudi Arabia is
developing—although not officially—
a relationship with the Jewish state,
Israel. Ironically, Saudi Arabia has
signed the non-proliferation treaty,

On the Horizon
yet Israel has not, along with the two nuclear powers,
India and Pakistan, as well as South Sudan.
Geographically, today’s Saudi Arabia is listed as
the world’s largest peninsula.
From a Biblical perspective, it speaks of the northern
part, identifying it as “Arabia” (see Isaiah 21:13;
Jeremiah 25:24; Ezekiel 27:21). Based on Unger’s Bible
Dictionary, copyright 1957 by the Moody Bible Institute,
parts of Saudi Arabia are also identified as ancient
Ethiopia. “Moreover the Lord stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines, and of the Arabians,
that were near the Ethiopians” (2 Chronicles 21:16).
In spite of the oppressive regime, the Church in
Saudi Arabia is growing according to reliable reports.
Jesus said, “I will build my church.” No
political or geographical boundaries—
no law by whatever government—can
hinder the building of His Church.
7222

(See The Sure Foundation of the Church, Item #1066, $18.50.)

ISRAEL

Pandemics and Plagues in the
Holy Land

BRIEF 
NEWS IN

UK JEWISH
NEWSPAPERS
SHUTTER
oth of Britain’s leading
national-circulation
Jewish newspapers,
The Jewish Chronicle and
The Jewish News, are being
liquidated.
The staff of both papers
will be laid off because their
parent company, the Kessler
Foundation charity, has run
out of money due to the
economic effects of the
coronavirus pandemic, The
Guardian reported.
The Jewish Chronicle was
established in 1841 and is
Britain’s oldest-running
Jewish newspaper. It is
listed on LinkedIn as having
about 50 employees. The
Jewish News has six people
listed as its journalists.

B

-jta.org
8 April 2020

Israelis, along with the rest of the world, are settling
into a new reality that changes by the hour, due to
the global outbreak of Corona Virus Disease 2019
(COVID-19).
In addition to the plagues mentioned in the Bible, there
was the earliest pandemic on record—the Plague of
Athens—which came up through Ethiopia and Egypt in 430
BCE; the Justinian Plague of 541 that spread from Egypt to

% 1-800-845-2420
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British soldiers convalescing at the Scots
Mission Hospital,Tiberias. Credit: Matson
Photograph Collection/US Library of Congress
Palestine, the Byzantine Empire, and the
entire Mediterranean region; and the Black
Death of 1350, which may have originated
in Asia and moved west along the Silk Route,
to name but a few.
In recent history, disease and pandemics
have played a significant role in fashioning
the modern Israeli health system.
Between 1831 and 1840, Jerusalem
was controlled by an Egyptian force that
brought about renewed Christian interest
in the Holy Land. Supported by nobility and
governments, missions from different denominations began expanding their presence
by building churches, schools, clinics and
hospitals.
Jewish and Christian hospitals were
also established in Jaffa, Hebron, Tiberias,
Nazareth and Safed. A “wandering doctor”
service was funded by the Baron Mayer
Rothschild to serve settlements in the Galilee.
From 1831 to 1918, in addition to malaria,

20

tuberculosis, smallpox and dysentery, the
region suffered from repeated cholera epidemics with high mortality rates.
Quarantine was the major measure taken
by the Ottoman government at that time
but, particularly in walled cities, it was
repeatedly broken by people trying to escape
affected areas.
In 1905, British physician and researcher
John Cropper, who lived and worked in
Jerusalem and Ramallah, wrote that nearly
half the population suffered from mosquitoborne malaria.
For the Zionists, Anopheles mosquitoes
were the enemy, fought by draining the
swamps to eliminate breeding grounds and
by practicing good health and hygiene.
Malaria was largely controlled by the 1930s,
and Israel was declared malaria-free in 1968.
On October 31, 1917, the Egyptian Expeditionary Force launched one of the last
great cavalry campaigns and defeated the
Turkish Army in the Battle for Beersheva.
“In the EEF (about 315,000 soldiers),
disease casualties outnumbered those due
to combat by more than 37 to 1,” writes
infectious disease expert G. Dennis Shanksin.
“Simultaneous epidemics of influenza and
malaria [occurred] in the Australian Army
in Palestine in 1918.”
This deadly duo did not spare the 7,000strong British Army Jewish Legion. According

On the Horizon
to Kjell Jostein Langfeldt Lind’s “The Impact of the 1918 Spanish
Influenza Pandemic on Greater Syria,” the Jewish soldiers that
saw action in the Palestinian theatre suffered disproportionately
to their modest contribution on the battlefield. Their casualties
are usually reported as due to malaria. It is highly likely that the
flu virus interacted with the malaria parasite.”
Most British military operations were curtailed before the
final battle of the Palestine campaign in September 1918. Success
may have been due, in part, to the fact that the Ottomans were
also hit by both malaria and influenza.
-www.israel21c.org, 23 March 2020

Commentary: We publish excerpts from the extended

article authored by Rachel Neiman on
www.israel21c.org. When reading the entire piece, one
notices the extreme danger of these various pandemics
and plagues. Yet in each case, it was somewhat limited
to certain geographical areas. The battlefield brought
an insignificant number of casualties when compared
to those who fell to diseases such as influenza and
malaria.
Today, the story is different; the whole world is
involved—with no one exempt—and all the authorities
in the medical science field are at a loss to effectively
identify and treat those affected with coronavirus.
We point to Holy Scripture; in Psalm 83:4 we
read, “They have said, Come, and let us cut them
off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may
be no more in remembrance.” How does this relate
to Israel today? For one thing, all the nations of the
world—without exception—do not agree to the
borders defined by God Himself for the nation of
% 1-800-845-2420
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Israel. In Revelation 20, it speaks of
the enemies of God’s people, headed
by Satan, who has been loosed. Verses
8-9: “And shall go out to deceive the
nations which are in the four quarters
of the earth, Gog, and Magog, to
gather them together to battle: the
number of whom is as the sand of
the sea. And they went up on the
breadth of the earth, and compassed
the camp of the saints about, and the
beloved city: and fire came down
from God out of heaven, and
devoured them.”
The Bible is a Jewish book; it occupies itself most with God’s chosen
nation and their land. In the end, as
we read in this Scripture, Satan himself
will for the last time try to eradicate
the saints of God “and the beloved
city.” We note that these diabolical
entities do not originate from a certain
geographic area, but “they went up
on the breadth of the earth.” To
achieve that, a truly globalist world
society will come
into being sooner or
later.
7219
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Almost 2700 years ago, the
prophet Ezekiel detailed a
massive end–times attack
against Israel.
The coalition he describes is still making headlines
today. Bible scholar Ron Rhodes analyzes current
events in the light of biblical prophecy and
empowers readers to “interpret the signs of the
times” (Matthew 16:3).
This timely assessment of the situation in the
Middle East reveals vital information about…
• financial and political ties between the
group of nations north of Israel
• Muslim leaders’ growing antagonism
toward Israel and the United States
• Iran’s development of nuclear weapons and
the resulting threat to global security
• the polarization of nations supporting
extremist Islam and the rest of the world
• globalization and its role in setting the stage
for a cataclysmic war
Readers will grow in their confidence in God, for to
Him, “the nations are like a drop in a bucket”
(Isaiah 40:15).
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“Bear one another’s burdens and thereby
fulfill the law of [Messiah]” (Galatians 6:2).
By David Phillips
Project Manager
Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Yeshua,
I greet you with a warm
Shalom from the Ebenezer
Home in Haifa.
It is not easy to manage
and work in a senior citizens’
home in these times, not
even in Israel.
We are in meaningful
days; it’s a “war” without
gunfire and missiles, and
with one enemy: a “microscopic virus” that we don’t
even see. We don’t fight it
with modern warfare, but
through prayer and keeping
“super hygiene” rules.
In these difficult days, we
are asked to follow the instructions given by the au% 1-800-845-2420

thorities: two meters between people, only two people in a car, no public means
of transportation, only important purchases (food and
medicine). Schools and universities are closed; we can
no longer go out to the park
or into nature—just nothing.
Separation, isolation, seclusion, and quarantine; terms
that have been used to express
how we are supposed to respond to the coronavirus
pandemic. Along with those
terms comes a new one: social
distancing. As if we haven’t already done this during the
last one or two decades. We
are social beings by nature
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and by design. Some of us
live in the concrete jungle.
Others in community settings of various kinds. We
are used to relating to one
another face-to-face, physically. Sing, praise, eat, drink
coffee together—is no more.
We truly need to have discernment to know what is
beneficial and what is destructive socially, mentally,
ethically, morally, and even
physically.
At the Ebenezer Home:
“Every hand that we don’t
shake, must become a smile.
Every embrace that we
avoid, must become a verbal
expression of warmth and
concern. Every inch and
every foot that we physically
place between ourselves and
another, must become a
thought as to how we might
be of help to others, should
the need arise, and be turned
into a prayer as well.”
For the senior citizens’
home this means: no more

24

visitors are allowed. The employees have to take their
temperature every day before
starting work, and report if
they don’t feel well; e.g., if
you have a sore throat, then
stay at home. It is about protecting our residents from
the risk of disease. The residents are allowed to walk in
the garden two to three times
a week, take a breath of fresh
air and enjoy the sunshine,
or they can sit out on their
balcony. Juan always gives an
organ concert, the needlework in our activity room
continues…there is at least
something for everyone to
do. But all keep a 6.5-foot
distance from each other.
Yes, it’s not that easy, but
thank the Lord everyone understands the situation so far
and helps with whatever one
can do. In our community as
the “Ebenezer Family,” we
notice that it brings us closer
to each other and strengthens us in our faith. We now
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have our own driving service
set up for employees who do
not have a car, to bring them
back and forth between
work and home.
The whole coronavirus
state of emergency gave us
an unexpected cost for the
Home; disinfectant materials, more laundry, disposals
like masks, gloves, and
suits. And with some volunteers having to leave, it
means more employees
have to work and be paid
instead. Sometimes I think:
“This is unreal; no one
thought this would happen,” but the Father knows
and HE takes care of us.
Being separated from
one another doesn’t have to
mean being cut off from
one another. A burden
shared is a burden half
lifted. Be in touch…from a
distance for the time being!
If you feel led in your heart
to encourage the residents,
please go on our website
% 1-800-845-2420
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(www.ebenezer.co.il) and
use the contact form to
write a greeting/word of encouragement to the residents and/or team.
We are grateful for the
willingness and dedication of
our employees to help wherever possible and necessary.
This is not easy, because
most of them have to take
care of their own family and
relatives. All our volunteers
work with dedication and
love, and give their maximum. Three volunteers are
still at the Home, while four
others needed to leave for
their homeland.
As for the technical work
in the home, everything continues. I recently had an unusual task: to change an old
valve. Since the stores are
closed—making spare parts
unavailable—even though
we are well stocked with different supplies, I had to (and
could) improvise, upon realizing I did not have the spe-
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cific part I needed. It really reminded me of my grandfather’s stories of WWII. We in
Israel are used to emergency
situations, like being in war,
and therefore always have
things in stock. But even in
times of war, stores are open.
But not now—NOTHING.
Personally, I am thankful
to God for the health of my
whole family. Other than the
“house arrest,” all is well.
But that doesn’t change
our situation drastically here
at the Home and in general.
The biggest change comes for

the people here in Israel who
normally visit bars, restaurants, cinemas, etc. Often,
their lives revolve around various form of entertainment.
They have no grounding in
faith. One of the things that
we as believers in Yeshua feel
right now, is how strange it is
not to go to worship together;
we use the media as much
we can to have our congregations online.
Our prayer is, “May the
true word of God spread
faster than the virus and
reach every place.”
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“And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in
thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So
Satan went forth from the presence of the Lord” (Job 1:12).
BY ARNO FROESE

S

ince the coronavirus has
reached virtually all countries
globally, the question is being
asked repeatedly: Is this punishment from God against a sinful
world? We answer with a resounding no. Why? Because, if He would
punish sin immediately, then none
of us would be alive today. The
world would literally be empty of
humans.
In Job’s case, we know that God’s
testimony of him was perfect,
“There was a man in the land of
Uz, whose name was Job; and that
man was perfect and upright, and
one that feared God, and eschewed
evil” (Job 1:1). In the above introductory Scripture, the Lord gives
Satan authority over all Job’s household except, “…only upon himself
put not forth thine hand.” Satan
proceeded accordingly; he took
away Job’s servants, his herd of

% 1-800-845-2420

sheep, his camels, and finally his
seven sons and three daughters.
What was Job’s answer? “The Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the
Lord” (Job 1:21b).
Satan wanted more, and again
the Lord gives him authority, “And
the Lord said unto Satan, Behold,
he is in thine hand; but save his
life” (Job 2:6).
Message to Israel
Contrary to Job, Israel is not a perfect and upright nation that fears
God and opposes evil. However—
and this is most important for the
Gentile world to realize—Israel is
different. God has chosen them for
a very specific purpose, and that is
to make His will known to the entire world. Not without reason does
Jesus Himself state, “Salvation is of
the Jews.”
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To no other nation, tribe, or
family did God give the promise He
gave through Moses to His people:
“For thou art an holy people unto
the Lord thy God: the Lord thy
God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all
people that are upon the face of the
earth. The Lord did not set his love
upon you, nor choose you, because
ye were more in number than any
people; for ye were the fewest of all
people” (Deuteronomy 7:6-7).
That, incidentally, is what all nations of the world, without exception, desire to be: “above all people
that are upon the face of the earth.”
Yet, they do not realize that to be
chosen also means to suffer. And
the Jews have suffered like no other
people on earth. Historians reveal
that over 14 million Jews were
killed during the last 2,000 years
by Gentile nations, the worst being
the Holocaust perpetrated by Nazi
Germany.

toll stands at 123 people. A total
of 12,046 cases of the coronavirus have been confirmed by
the Health Ministry, including
175 patients in serious condition, 133 requiring ventilation.
Some 2,195 individuals have recovered from the virus.”
On 27 February 2020, the paper revealed, “Israeli scientists
are on the cusp of developing the
first vaccine against the novel
coronavirus according to the science and technology minister,
Ofir Akunis. If all goes as
planned, the vaccine could be
ready […] and available in 90
days.”
Scientists by the thousands
the world over are feverishly
seeking ways and means to contain the spread, even to eradicate
the virus. While no one knows
the result at this time, we are
quite confident that Israeli scientists will be a contributing factor.

Coronavirus
As of 14 April 2020, the Jerusalem
Post reports: “The country’s death

Global Response
In general, we think and often
wrongly believe that mankind is
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able to overcome everything that
comes its way. This theory is
based on past experience,
whether it was the Black Death,
the Spanish flu, cholera, Ebola,
and innumerable other diseases.
All have been overcome, or at
least curtailed. But this coronavirus is different.
It becomes most evident that
the world’s leaders—with all
their intellectual power—are at a
loss to explain the why. Bible
readers, however, know the why.
It is Satan’s master plan to unite
the world more closely. Now it’s

in the medical sphere, which severely affects finance and merchandising. There is no doubt
that the world will work together
more than ever before. Globalism
is becoming an absolute must,
and we add: globalism is super
successful in uniting the nations
of the world, with the goal of
peace, prosperity, and security
for all. That, we know, is what all
nations of the world want, and
that’s exactly the condition for
the great dragon to produce his
two supermen: Antichrist and
the false prophet. MC
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Since Jesus kept the Law, are believers (Jewish and Gentile) also obliged
to keep the Law, or at least some
portions of it (Sabbath, the food
laws, etc.)? What about the Oral Law
(rabbinic traditions)? How does the
Torah point to the Messiah? How do
we apply the Law of Moses today?
Our goal is to provide easy-tounderstand answers to the questions related to the Torah, and to do
so in a manner thoroughly rooted in
a careful reading of the biblical text.
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