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Editor’s Note
Dear Friends of Israel,
BY FREDI WINKLER

T

he state of the world since
the coronavirus pandemic
took hold is probably best
described as “perplexed.” Supposed “experts,” who convey their
point of view, keep emerging. But
we all know that talk is cheap, especially when you’re not the one
bearing responsibility or making
the tough decisions. The coronavirus is still the great unknown:
nobody knows exactly how it will
be defeated, or how long it will
take for that to happen.
The word “perplexity” occurs
once in the Bible: interestingly
enough, in our Lord Jesus’s endtime discourse on the Mount of
Olives (Luke 21:25). In it, He also
discusses natural events and catastrophes, over which mankind has
no influence—not even modern
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man, with all of his technical
achievements that reach as far as
outer space. None of this can help
us, because we are powerless in the
face of the elemental forces of
God’s creation.
Verse 26 continues, “people
fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the
world. For the powers of the
heavens will be shaken.” Of
course, this doesn’t really apply
to the coronavirus pandemic. But
somehow, an uneasy feeling pervades the situation, because nobody can really get a grip on
things. In particular, no one can
say how long it will continue, and
when normal life will resume.
The consequences for the economy are particularly catastrophic. Many economic sectors

are paralyzed, and unemployment has reached unprecedented
proportions, even in countries
that are otherwise in good shape
financially. How long can various countries continue to pay the
promised unemployment benefits? And, if you further consider
the potential financial consequences of the coronavirus
“lockdown,” you might be afraid
already. This entire situation
could degenerate into a world
crisis.
In times of crisis, it’s natural to
look for who to blame. Because, if
no seemingly logical explanations
can be found, conspiracy theories
take hold. (What else could you
expect?) It’s amusing to hear the
various contradictory hypotheses
that supposedly explain everything. The idea that God could be
behind it all to make the world’s
wisdom seem foolish once more
(see Isaiah 44:25), apparently
never occurred to the intelligentsia
of this world. Mankind’s scientific
achievements are truly impressive,
but this current crisis, triggered by
a virus smaller than the eye can
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see, has once again shown us our
inadequacy and limitations.
In Israel, coronavirus has been
managed reasonably well. Its mortality rate for coronavirus patients
is among the lowest in the world.
The coronavirus pandemic also
had a silver lining in Israel: it had
seemed that there would be a
fourth election because the last result was a tie. But in the face of the
huge problems the nation is facing
due to coronavirus, Benny Gantz
has now decided to temporarily
put aside the barriers that had
caused separations in the past.
This will allow a government to
form that is devoted to the growing mountain of problems threatening the nation. No one can say
how long this will last. We’ll have
to hope and pray that everything
will work out for the best for Israel.
Looking toward the One who
has everything under control, I
send you my warmest greetings
with Shalom.
Yours,
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 Cover Story

The
Great
Escape
BY REINHOLD FEDEROLF
When the disciples heard of the temple’s prophesied
destruction, what was going on in their minds? They definitely thought of the Lord’s Branch immediately: tsemach,
the Messiah, who will return as King and Priest, and who
will Himself build a new temple.

6
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“A

nd say to him, ‘Thus
says the LORD of hosts,
“Behold, the man whose name
is the Branch: for he shall branch
out from this place, and he shall
build the temple of the LORD.
It is he who shall build the temple of the LORD and shall bear
royal honor, and shall sit on his
throne. And there shall be a
priest on his throne, and the
counsel of peace shall be between
them both”’” (Zech 6:12-13).
Therefore, their three questions (or only two, according
to some): “As he sat on the
Mount of Olives, the disciples
came to him privately, saying,
‘Tell us, when will these things
be, and what will be the sign of
your coming and of the end of
the age?’” (Matt 24:3).
Mark recorded the names of
the four disciples: “And as he
sat on the Mount of Olives
opposite the temple, Peter and
James and John and Andrew
asked him privately, ‘Tell us,
when will these things be, and
what will be the sign when all
these things are about to be
% 1-800-845-2420

accomplished?’” (Mark 13:34).
In reality, the disciples were
seeing this world’s future change
by way of the coming of the
heavenly Messiah as a great
event: the destruction of the temple, and then the new messianic
temple; the end of this earthly
age, and the coming of the kingdom of God with the great King,
the heavenly David. Next, as
promised, the disciples would
sit on twelve thrones to judge
the tribes of Israel in the Kingdom of Peace (Matt 19:28).
The wish of the mother of
Zebedee’s two sons (the disciples
whom Jesus called the “Sons of
Thunder”), that both should sit
at Jesus’ side in His kingly reign,
was very selfish but otherwise
realistic. The child born in Bethlehem was to be the one who
will rule in Israel (Micah 5:2),
and the one through whom God
will continue the rule of His
ancestor David (Luke 1:32-33).
It wasn’t pulled out of thin air,
nor was it a Jewish fantasy. Jesus
confirms everything in His

Visit midnightcall.com

JUNE 2020

7

The Great Escape
The “end” referenced here is the complete collapse of the pagan
world, the global powers, and all human governments. Then a new
world begins, and God’s chosen people are sifted.

prophecies: “And he will send
out his angels with a loud trumpet
call, and they will gather his elect
from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other” (Matt
24:31).
Where will these elect be gathered from?
“In that day from the river
Euphrates to the Brook of Egypt
the LORD will thresh out the
grain, and you will be gleaned one

8

by one, O people of Israel. And
in that day a great trumpet will
be blown, and those who were
lost in the land of Assyria and
those who were driven out to the
land of Egypt will come and worship the LORD on the holy mountain at Jerusalem” (Isa 27:12-13).
Israel is gathered from around
the entire world:
“Then the LORD your God
will restore your fortunes and
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have mercy on you, and he will
gather you again from all the
peoples where the LORD your
God has scattered you. If your
outcasts are in the uttermost
parts of heaven, from there the
LORD your God will gather you,
and from there he will take you.
And the LORD your God will
bring you into the land that your
fathers possessed, that you may
possess it. And he will make you
more prosperous and numerous
than your fathers” (Deut 30:35).
These chosen ones are those
who proved their obedience and
faith during the seven apocalyptic
years, and persevered to the end
despite anti-Christian persecution
and demonic temptation. But,
there is also a negative aspect
that Jesus mentioned elsewhere:
“Just as the weeds are gathered
and burned with fire, so will it
be at the end of the age. The
Son of Man will send his angels,
and they will gather out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and
all law-breakers, and throw them
into the fiery furnace. In that
% 1-800-845-2420

place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth [...] So it will
be at the end of the age. The
angels will come out and separate
the evil from the righteous and
throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth”
(Matt 13:40-42, 49-50).
The “end” referenced here is
the complete collapse of the
pagan world, the global powers,
and all human governments.
Then a new world begins, and
God’s chosen people are sifted.
One will be taken from a pair
in bed, one disappears from the
field, and one is removed at the
millstone (Matt 24:40-41). This
has nothing to do with the Rapture, but with the sifting and
separation of Israel. Then Jesus
will cleanse His threshing floor
as announced (Matt 3:12; Luke
3:17). Some Old Testament
verses illustrate this even more
clearly and intensely: “When
you cry out, let your collection
of idols deliver you! The wind
will carry them all off, a breath
will take them away. But he

Visit midnightcall.com

JUNE 2020

9

The Great Escape
The red flag to flee Jerusalem was the sign Jesus referenced: enemy
siege ramps. These would be followed by the destruction and temporary demise of Israel.
who takes refuge in me shall
possess the land and shall
inherit my holy mountain” (Isa
57:13).
“Do not drag me off with
the wicked, with the workers
of evil, who speak peace with
their neighbors while evil is in
their hearts” (Ps 28:3).
“All the wicked of the earth
you discard like dross, therefore
I love your testimonies” (Ps
119:119).
“For the evildoers shall be
cut off, but those who wait for
the LORD shall inherit the land.
In just a little while, the wicked
will be no more; though you
look carefully at his place, he
will not be there. But the meek
shall inherit the land and delight
themselves in abundant peace”
(Ps 37:9-11).
“The righteous will never be
removed, but the wicked will
not dwell in the land” (Prov
10:30).

10

These interesting verses are
speaking about the land of Israel,
and who will live in it when
God screens out and sifts before
entrance into the promised messianic Kingdom of Peace. This
is exactly what Jesus is referencing in the Jewish context of
Matthew 24, in verses 40 and
41! The righteous, the humble,
the meek, and the peaceful are
also called the saints of the Most
High, whom Daniel identifies
as the heirs to the kingdom:
“But the saints of the Most
high shall receive the kingdom
and possess the kingdom forever,
forever and ever [. . .] And the
kingdom and the dominion and
the greatness of the kingdoms
under the whole heaven shall
be given to the people of the
saints of the Most High; his
kingdom shall be an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions
shall serve and obey him” (Dan
7:18, 27).
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The kingdom is given to the
saints after all concentrated
human power has been torn
away from the Antichrist (Dan
7:26). The elect, gathered worldwide by the angels, are from the
people of Israel. Paul reminds
the Gentile Christians of God’s
promises and His loyalty to
Israel: “But as regards election,
they are beloved for the sake of
their forefathers” (Rom 11:28b).
Here in the New Testament,
the Jews are seen as chosen—
not yet saved, but chosen. There
are no theological loopholes for
normal Bible readers!
The red flag to flee Jerusalem
was the sign Jesus referenced:
enemy siege ramps. These would
be followed by the destruction
and temporary demise of Israel.
Only Luke mentions this in four
verses (Luke 21:20-24), and then
jumps ahead 2,000 years to the
end of the Great Tribulation. It
is striking that Matthew and
Mark don’t mention Jerusalem
in their parallel chapters. These
books are directly concerned
with how Israel is faring in the
% 1-800-845-2420

Tribulation. The escape mentioned there is triggered by
another event (not the approaching Roman soldiers): like a wolf
in sheep’s clothing, the enemy
has proclaimed himself god in
the temple, and profaned the
sacred site along with the horrific
statue. A completely different
situation than in 70 AD, when
the believing Jews had actually
fled in advance because they recognized the signs!
Israel isn’t threatened with
destruction, but instead is forced
to flee from the enraged
Antichrist, out of the apocalyptic
collapse. Again, let’s pay attention to the prevailing mood of
Israel’s prophets:
“Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, who do his just
commands; seek righteousness;
seek humility; perhaps you may
be hidden on the day of the anger
of the LORD” (Zeph 2:3).
“Come, my people, enter your
chambers, and shut your doors
behind you; hide yourselves for
a little while until the fury has
passed by. For behold, the LORD

Visit midnightcall.com
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The Great Escape
Israel isn’t threatened with destruction, but instead is forced to flee
from the enraged Antichrist, out of the apocalyptic collapse.

is coming out from his place
to punish the inhabitants of the
earth for their iniquity, and the
earth will disclose the blood
shed on it, and will no more
cover its stain” (Isa 26:20-21).
“He said, ‘Behold, I will
make known to you what shall
be at the latter end of the indignation, for it refers to the
appointed time of the end”
(Dan 8:19).

12

God will wonderfully preserve
those who are His. There will
be no end-time holocaust,
because God Himself will determine who will be accepted from
the people of Israel. The
prophecy is consoling, and
brings everything into its proper
dimension: “and some of the
wise shall stumble, so that they
may be refined, purified, and made
white, until the time of the end,
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for it sill awaits the appointed time”
(Dan 11:35).
“You will be delivered up even
by parents and brothers and relatives
and friends, and some of you they
will put to death” (Luke 21:16).
“Alas! That day is so great there
is none like it; it is a time of distress
for Jacob; yet he shall be saved out
of it” (Jer 30:7).
“Lest you be wise in your own
sight, I do not want you to be
unaware of this mystery, brothers:
a partial hardening has come upon
Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way
all Israel will be saved, as it is written,
‘The Deliverer will come from Zion,
he will banish ungodliness from
Jacob’” (Rom 11:25-26).
It is my belief that Zechariah’s
prophecy came true when the shepherd was struck and the flock scattered (Zech 13:7; Matt 26:31). In
the subsequent collapse and in the
sum of the last 2,000 years, a large
portion of the people died. This
also fits with Moses’ warning:
“If you are not careful to do all
the words of this law that are written
in this book, that you may fear this
% 1-800-845-2420

glorious and awesome name, the
LORD your God, then the LORD
will bring on you and your offspring
extraordinary afflictions, afflictions
severe and lasting, and sicknesses
grievous and lasting. And he will
bring upon you again all the diseases
of Egypt, of which you were afraid,
and they shall cling to you. Every
sickness also and every affliction
that is not recorded in the book of
this law, the LORD will bring upon
you, until you are destroyed.
Whereas you were as numerous as
the stars of heaven, you shall be
left few in number, because you did
not obey the voice of the LORD
your God” (Deut 28:58-62).
Just as Israel was rejected as a
whole people, it will be accepted
again as a people. This is the logic
behind Paul’s statement, “For if
their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will
their acceptance mean but life
from the dead?” (Rom 11:15).
(NAI0420/1071)
(Excerpt from Auf den Flügeln des grossen Adlers
(“On the Wings of the Great Eagle,” unavailable in
English.)
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On the
ISRAEL

Horizon

COVID-19 Antibody Breakthrough

The Israel Institute for Biological Research (IIBR)
has completed a groundbreaking scientific development, identifying an antibody that neutralizes
the coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, according to a statement by the Defense Ministry.

MIGAL researchers working vigorously to find a new coronavirus
vaccine (photo credit: LIOR JOURNO)
“I am proud of the Biological Institute staff, who have
made a major breakthrough,” said Defense Minister
Naftali Bennett after visiting the Ness Ziona-based lab. “Jewish
creativity and ingenuity brought about this amazing achievement.”
IIBR is now working to patent its antibody and secure a
contract for its commercial development. All legal procedures
will be coordinated with the Defense Ministry.
IIBR is not the only Israeli research team that has shared

14

BRIEF 
NEWS IN

HUNGARY AND
AUSTRIA STAND
WITH ISRAEL
ungary and Austria,
the sole EU states that
opposed sharp
criticism of Israel by High
Representative for Foreign
Affairs Josep Borrell,
warned against having a
double standard against
Israel.
With the support of 25
out of 27 EU states, Borrell
said: “We strongly urge
Israel to refrain from any
unilateral decision that
would lead to the annexation
of any occupied Palestinian
territory and would be, as
such, contrary to
International Law.”
Austrian Foreign Minister
Alexander Schallenberg said
his country rejects
“prejudice” against Israel
and called to hold a
dialogue with the new
government, Austrian news
site Kurier reported.

H

-jpost.com
20 May 2020

On the Horizon
progress on efforts to develop a vaccine
or treatment for the novel virus. MigVax,
an affiliate of the MIGAL Galilee Research
Institute, recently reported that it is close
to completing the first phase of development
of a coronavirus vaccine.
-www.jpost.com, 5 May 2020

Commentary: How successful this
antibody will be is yet to be seen.
But during the last few decades, we
have witnessed the fulfillment of
Defense Minister Bennett’s statement:
“Jewish creativity and ingenuity
brought about
this
amazing
achievement.”
7253

(See The Case for
Zionism, Item #2327,

$14.99.)

USA
Violence Against Jews
Increases

Two-thirds of US Jews believe they
are less safe today than they were a
decade ago, according to a new
survey published by the AntiDefamation League.
The results of the study come following the Tree of Life Synagogue

% 1-800-845-2420

massacre in 2018, the Poway Synagogue
shooting in April 2019, and the shootings
and stabbings in Jersey City, New Jersey
and Monsey, New York in December
2019.
In addition, 2019 bore witness to a
massive wave of assault and harassment
of Jews in New York City, particularly
Brooklyn, and a general rise in antisemitism
incidents across the US since 2015.
The ADL survey found that some 54
percent of American Jews have either
experienced or witnessed an incident
they believe was motivated by antisemitism, while 63% said they believed
their communities to be “less safe” than
they were ago.
“Our tracking has shown that lethal
and nonlethal antisemitic attacks have
been on the rise in recent years, and now
we’ve also found that American Jews
are deeply concerned for their personal
safety and their families’ and communities’
security in a way that they haven’t been
in more than a decade,” said Jonathan
Greenblatt, ADL CEO and National Director.
-www.jpost.com, 21 April 2020

Commentary: Antisemitism is nothing
new; it has always existed, and it
always will. Thus, the question arises:
why? The answer is rather simple:

Visit midnightcall.com
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God chose the Jews as His special
nation, and Jesus stated, “Salvation
is of the Jews.” Thus, it stands to
reason that the enemy of the soul,
the great dragon, the old serpent,
the devil, Satan, as he is called, desperately tries to hinder fulfilment
of Bible prophecy.
In Israel’s Declaration of Independence, announced on 14 May
1948, the first paragraph reads: “The
land of Israel was the birthplace of
the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious, and national identity
was formed. Here they achieved
independence and created a culture
of national and universal significance. Here they wrote and gave
the Bible to the world.” The second
to last paragraph of that Declaration
reads: “Our call goes out to the Jewish people all over the world to
rally to our side in the task of immigration and development and to
stand by us in the great struggle
for the fulfillment of the dream of
generations: the redemption of
Israel.” That invitation is still valid
today. We believe that more and
more Jews from the United States
will make Aliyah to Israel.
7247
(See Judgment Day!, Item #2211, $21.99.)
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WORLD
5 Million Palestinian Jews in
Diaspora

Until 1948 the name “Palestine”
was associated with Jews. That
meant that the Palestinian people
were mostly Jewish. The name
“Palestine” or “Palestina” had
ancient origins. It was brought
into use by the Greeks and
Romans after the Philistines who
lived in the coastal southern area
of the country.
Jews had settled there after their
exodus from Egypt in Moses’s
time—indeed even before the Egyptian
episode it was the Hebrew homeland. Palestine
went through ups and downs but its Jewish
associations were constant and Jews maintained a presence there from Biblical times.
Jews from Palestine—including my own
father Harry—formed a Palestinian Jewish
Diaspora in other parts of the world. Harry
(Haim Yitzhak), born in Jerusalem, was one
of the sons of a Russian Jewish couple called
Yablotchnik who had come to Palestine to
join a grandmother who is said to have been
the women’s zoggerte [prayer leader] at the
old Hurva Synagogue in the Old City. Haim
Yitzhak was a Yiddish-speaking heder boy
in Jerusalem who went to Alexandria with
his family in World War I because the Turks

On the Horizon
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MOST COVID
CASES IN ISRAEL
FROM USA
arly on in the Covid19 pandemic, Israel
banned flights from
nearly every country except
one—the United States.
That may have turned out to
be a fatal mistake.
[A] study, published as a
preprint on the website
medRxiv.org, found that
more than 70 percent of
patients infected in Israel
had a particular strain of the
virus that originated in the
US.
In addition, the
researchers discovered that
80% of the Covid-19 cases
in Israel resulted from just
10% of coronavirus
patients, so-called “superspreaders.” That means a
mere 800 people are
believed responsible for
four out of five Israeli
infections.

E
Will the bonds with the Diaspora break?
(photo credit: REUTERS)
and the Russians were at odds.
Shortly after the family returned to Palestine, Haim Yitzhak
emigrated to Australia in order to escape from an unwelcome
shidduch [arranged marriage] (possibly also because he found
his family too Orthodox).
My father settled well into Australian life and spoke unaccented
English, which he picked up in the British army workshops in
Alexandria. He also knew some Arabic, though not all of his
Arabic sayings were printable. Australians knew that Harry was
from Palestine. So if ethnicity goes by descent, I too am a Palestinian
as well as an Israeli, an Australian and (of course) a Jew.
Instead of “California here I come,” we Habonim boys
sang “Palestina here I come, right back where I started
from.” Some of my Habonim madrichim [Zionist youth group
counselors] are still alive in Israel, though it took many
decades after 1948 before I joined them in making aliyah.

-israel21c.org
20 May 2020

-www.jpost.com, 27 April 2020

Commentary: The testimony of Palestinian Jews is often

overlooked; only Arabs are recognized as Palestinians.

% 1-800-845-2420
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That, however, is not the case according to historic facts. When passports
were issued during the British Mandate time, under nationality, the Jews
always accepted “Palestinian.” The
Arabs mostly did not, but insisted on
being listed as “Arab” instead.
The most important and decisive
statement regarding the land, called
by the British “Palestine,” is the Bible.
The prophet Obadiah writes: “And
the captivity of this host of the children
of Israel shall possess that of the
Canaanites, even unto Zarephath; and
the captivity of Jerusalem, which is
in Sepharad, shall possess the cities
of the south” (Obadiah 20).
Jews continue to return to their
ancient homeland. We read the
prophecy regarding the future in
Ezekiel 39:28: “Then shall they know
that I am the Lord their God, which
caused them to be led into captivity
among the heathen: but I have gathered them unto their own land, and
have left none of
them any more
there.”
7246

(See The Palestinian

Right to Israel, Item
#2256, $19.99.)
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ISRAEL
Inscription Confirms Israel’s
Ancient Borders

A newly-discovered Hebrew-language inscription might confirm
that the border of ancient Israel
reached areas that some archaeologists were previously skeptical
about, thus confirming the Bible’s
account.
The inscription was discovered at
the site of Abel Beth-Maacah,
archaeologists Dr. Naama Yahalom-Mack
and Dr. Nava Panitz-Cohen from the Institute
of Archaeology at the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem told The Jerusalem Post.
Abel Beth-Maacah is mentioned in the
Bible several times.
“Ben-hadad responded to King Asa’s
request; he sent his army commanders against
the towns of Israel and captured Ijon, Dan,
Abel-Beth-Maacah and all Chinneroth, as well
as all the land of Naphtali,” reads the first reference in I Kings 15:20 (translation by
Sefaria.org).
Later, in II Kings 15:29, the city is listed
among those conquered by the king of Assyria.
The archaeologists pointed out that 3,000
years ago the city was also at the crossroad
between different political entities, namely
the Kingdom of Israel, the Aramean kingdom
and the Phoenicians, who were not part of a
unified state but lived in several independent

On the Horizon
cities along the northern coast.
At the very end of the excavation period last summer, the
team, led by the two archaeologists from Hebrew University and
Prof. Robert Mullins from Azusa Pacific University in Los Angeles,
found five crushed jars in an Iron Age building.
Only much later, when Antiquities Authority restorer Adrienne
Ganur was working on them, did she realize that one of the jars
featured an ink inscription, quite rare for that time. After further
studies, Prof. Christopher Rollston from George Washington
University in Washington said that the inscription included the
word Lebenayau, or “belonging to Benayau,” a name formed by
the root Bana—which in Hebrew and many Semitic languages
refers to the concept of building—and the theophoric ending
“yahu”—referring to YHWH, the God of the Israelites.
A crucial question about the inscription is also related to
its dating: The archaeologists think that it likely dates back to
the second half of the 9th century BCE, or the beginning of
the 8th at the latest. If this proved to be true, the inscription
would be one of the earliest examples of this type of northern
theophoric ending.
-www.jpost.com, 8 February 2020

Commentary: Fervently, archaeologists continue to
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DISINFECTANT
THAT STAYS
ACTIVE
hemical engineers from
the Technion-Israel
Institute of Technology
say they have developed smart
disinfectants that destroy the
coronavirus infection
mechanism and remain active
over time.
The hope is that these
products could replace
household bleach and other
chorine-based solutions
whose disinfecting ability
diminishes rapidly through
evaporation and light exposure.
The novel coronavirus
causing the current epidemic
can survive on various surfaces
for as long as 17 days. This
increases the probability of
infection from touching
contaminated surfaces.

C

-israel21c.org
19 May 2020

uncover Israel’s ancient past. In this case, the discovery is supposed to confirm Israel’s ancient borders.
While we highly respect archaeological work, when
it comes to Israel’s borders, we have the clear documentation in Genesis 15:18: “In the same day the
Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy
seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt
unto the great river, the river Euphrates.”
7180
(See The Baker Illustrated Guide to the Bible, Item #2316, $14.99.)
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ISRAEL
Startup Firm to End
Passwords Raises $15
Million

Secret Double Octopus, a global
leader in password-free authentication, announced in a press release
that it has raised $15 m., entering a
Series B financing round and exiting the startup stage. Series B refers
to the second round of funding
through investment from private
equity and venture capitalists.
The Octopus Authentication
Server, its central network,
allows employees to skip the password
stage when logging into workstations,
cloud services, applications and other
devices. The development of Secret Double
Octopus comes amid an increasing demand
from companies to secure wireless networks and prevent hacking on corporate
networks and assets. Accordingly, the
company suggests that the elimination of
passwords will help prevent credentials
theft, Man-in-the-middle attacks, identity
theft, phishing and other forms of popular
hacking methods and cyber-crime.
Naoki Kamimaeda, Partner at Global
Brain Corporation, said “we see great value
in the unique approach taken by Secret
Double Octopus and are excited to be a part
of this funding round along with other dis-
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tinguished investors. We look forward to
supporting Secret Double Octopus as it
strives to eliminate passwords from user
authentication and continues to secure
enterprise remote access with its state-ofthe-art, passwordless technology.”
-www.jpost.com, 1 May 2020

Commentary: While passwords are

designed to protect individual privacy,
it has become evident that such can
contribute toward hacking methods
and cyber-crime. Non-password technology is based on the simple fact
that every person on planet earth is
a unique identity—never fully duplicated. For this and other reasons,
every person on planet earth will
become subject to the global identity
system now being established. In
the end, Revelation 13:15 will be fulfilled: “And he had power to give
life unto the image of the beast, that
the image of the beast should both
speak, and cause that as many as
would not worship the image of
the beast should
be killed.” 7243
(See Revelation 13:

Satan’s Last Victory,
Item #1067, $11.95.)

On the Horizon
ISRAEL
Passenger Aircraft Sterilized by UV Light

An innovative robotic system to rapidly sterilize
passenger aircrafts using powerful UV light technology is being tested by leading Israeli aerospace and
defense firm Israel Aerospace Industries (IAI).

IRAN RELEASES
‘FINAL SOLUTION’
POSTER
upreme Leader of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran Ali Khamenei
published an antisemitic
poster evoking Nazi
Germany’s “final solution”
that destroyed European
Jewry, in order to advance
Tehran’s quest to abolish
Israel.
The poster’s language
reads: “Palestine will be
free. The final solution.
Resistance is referendum.”
The picture shows a
conquered Jerusalem with
photos of the late Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corp
Quds Force leader Qassem
Soleimani.
The poster was released
from Khamenei’s office to
celebrate Quds Day, the
annual Iranian regime rally
calling for Israel’s
destruction.

S

A demo of IAI's UV-C
sterilization technology on
a cargo aircraft at the
company's facilities
(photo credit: IAI)
Widely used to purify water, Lod-headquartered IAI has
adapted UV-C (short-wavelength ultraviolet) technology to
successfully disinfect coronavirus facilities at Tel Aviv’s Sourasky
Medical Center (Ichilov) and Yitzhak Shamir Medical Center.
The UV-C technology is based on electromagnetic radiation
emitted with a wavelength of 254 nanometers—a frequency that
kills all germs and viruses and is more effective than traditional
chemical cleaning for cabin surfaces.
“The system can operate very quickly within an airplane, because
the distance from the system to the wall and ceilings is much smaller
than a hospital room,” said IAI aviation division project leader Avi,
whose surname cannot be disclosed for security reasons.
The introduction of effective cabin sterilization technologies will
be key to launching wide-scale operations in the decimated aviation
industry, and to restore public confidence in plane travel.
Israel’s flagship airline, El Al said that it was in “advanced negotiations” with an Israeli bank and the Finance Ministry as it seeks a
$345 million government-secured loan, which will reportedly require
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layoffs of 1,600 of the airline’s 6,500-strong
staff.
-www.jpost.com, 26 April 2020

Commentary: Coronavirus made it pos-

sible for Israel to be first in producing
an effective way to rapidly sterilize passenger aircraft.

TURKEY
Supplying Israel with
Coronavirus Equipment

Despite past tensions between the
two countries, Turkey has made
efforts to help Israel amid the coronavirus outbreak, flying stranded
Israelis and Palestinians back to
their home country, and according
to Bloomberg News, supplying Israel
with medical equipment.
The shipment of face masks, protective suits and sterile gloves was
approved for humanitarian reasons and a
similar shipment is expected to be sent to
the Palestinian territories, according to a
senior Turkish official in Ankara.
Three planes from Israel were expected
to land at the southern Incirlik Air Base to
pick up the cargo, said the official.
Israel and Turkey have traded barbs and
reduced ties during President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s time in office, after 10 civilians

22

Incidentally, the Yitzhak Shamir
Medical Center was formerly called
the Assaf Harofeh Medical Center,
where several buildings and facilities
were sponsored by the Action for
Israel Fund of Midnight Call Ministries
International.
7238

(Support the Action for Israel fund: see p. 26.)

were killed during clashes with Israeli commandos on a Turkish flotilla headed for the
Gaza Strip in 2010.
Last year, Israel’s envoy to the United
Nations stated that Turkey is a “regional hub
for terrorism” and that Erdogan has been
“destabilizing the region through violence
and supporting terror organizations.”
-www.jpost.com, 10 April 2020

Commentary: This important article high-

lights unity despite tense relations.
It is of interest that Turkey (Asia
Minor) was the first country where
believers were called Christians: “And
when he had found him, he brought
him unto Antioch. And it came to
pass, that a whole year they assembled
themselves with the church, and
taught much people. And the disciples
were called Christians first in Antioch”
7227
(Acts 11:26).

(See the Zondervan Handbook of Biblical
Archaeology, Item #2339, $42.99.)
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Corona Update
By David Phillips
Project Manager
Cleaning and disinfectant supplies
now needed

S

halom Dear Brothers and Sisters, Friends and Partners of
the Ebenezer Home,
To date (as of 22 May), Israel
has 16,690 sick with corona,
2,680 active cases, 279 deaths,
and 13,915 fully recovered from
the virus.
Passover week is behind us, as
well as the celebration of the Exodus, a time filled with disasters
and hardship. For generations,
the Jewish people used to say,
“We overcame Pharaoh; we will
pass this as well.” This year, the
hope is that this emergency situation with the coronavirus will
be behind us soon. We pray it
will not leave deep scars on the
people, as other situations have

% 1-800-845-2420

in the past. Being separated from
family and friends is the hardest.
This situation can bring back
memories of the Holocaust and
other crises the Jews have endured.
Thank our heavenly Father,
no one is ill (to date) in our
Home—none of the residents,
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6One of our Holocaust
survivors never lost her
sense of humor.

5Volunteers with Maggie: Some of
our residents have a hard time
understanding why we must now
wear face masks.

and none of the team or their
family members. We thank and
praise the Lord that HE is with
us and keeps us! Thank you so
much for keeping us in your
prayers through this tiring and
trying situation.
Some of our residents would
like to pray for those with coronavirus, or any other prayer requests for this month. You are
welcome
to
email
me
(tms1.dp@gmail.com) and I will
pass it on to them. The residents
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love to pray for you, as it gives
them a sense of purpose to know
that we need them as prayer warriors, even if they aren’t able to
do much, physically speaking.
Here are some observations
from staff at the Home:
Ilana, Social Worker: “I frequently sit with the residents.
Thankfully, wearing a mask
helps, but before I started wearing this mask, I was always keeping the two-meter distance. Yet
they would inch toward me, be-

N U R S I N G
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cause they couldn’t hear me.
I know it’s difficult in this time,
as they don’t have the ability to
be with their family members;
the majority can’t even see them.
So, I feel like it’s an opportunity
for me to step in and be a voice
of comfort and encouragement.
Yet, physically speaking, it’s very
challenging.”
Kristin, Head Nurse: “I would
say the most challenging thing is
the worry that the elderly will
get the virus. We need to take
care that they don’t. We all wear
masks. If workers are sick, they
must stay home. Residents must
mostly keep to their rooms; no
visitors are allowed. That is difficult, as they are quite isolated
here. No appointments with specialists—at least non-urgent
ones—is a new thing. But at the
same time, I feel there is a special
camaraderie among us. We had
communion together, and it was
a blessed time of fellowship.”
One of the last three volunteers that could stay is from the
Netherlands. She is a flight at% 1-800-845-2420
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tendant (purser) who loves to interact with people and serve the
elderly. She came to the home
without any previous nursing
aide knowledge, but she cares for
all the residents with great love
and passion! I asked her how she
feels to be at the Home, and what
the most difficult thing is during
this time of the coronavirus restriction. She replied, “It is a real
privilege to serve at the Ebenezer
Home. The most difficult thing
for me is to be only at the facility,
or in my room, without being
able to go someplace. My family
in the Netherlands knows I am
in a safe place; even better than
being in my own home country.
With God’s help, we will pass
this time!”
Note: Because of the great increase in costs due to the coronavirus crisis that we are now
facing, all donations for the
months of June and July will be
going toward our general fund,
instead of the building fund.
Thank you for your understanding!
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“I will bless them
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“He revealeth the deep and secret things: he knoweth
what is in the darkness, and the light dwelleth with
him” (Daniel 2:22).
BY ARNO FROESE

O

ver 2,600 years ago, Daniel
and the intellectual elite of
Babylon found their lives
in jeopardy. The king had a dream,
but no one knew what it was, much
less the interpretation thereof.
Daniel started a prayer meeting.
Verse 23 reads: “I thank thee, and
praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, who hast given me wisdom
and might, and hast made known
unto me now what we desired of
thee: for thou hast now made
known unto us the king’s matter.”
The dream and the interpretation
targeted the Gentile world and Israel. The four Gentile superpowers,
as we know, are Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. At the end of
the last kingdom, another element is
added; namely the clay which,
based on Jeremiah 18:6 and Isaiah
64:8, is the people of Israel. This fi-

% 1-800-845-2420

nal global kingdom will be destroyed. But in the final end, we
read, “And in the days of these kings
shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not
be left to other people, but it shall
break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand
for ever” (Daniel 2:44).
King Nebuchadnezzar recognized Daniel’s interpretation, and we
read in verse 47: “The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a
truth it is, that your God is a God of
gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou
couldest reveal this secret.”
Mossad Helps Fight
Coronavirus
A recent article from the New York
Times reveals some fascinating de-
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tails about the spy agency,
Mossad. Here are some excerpts:
Mossad officers, primarily associated with covert operations
abroad in the name of protecting
Israel, are not normally in the
business of public health.
Yossi Cohen’s powerful agency,
it turns out, has been deeply involved in Israel’s fight against the
virus, and has been one of the
country’s most valuable assets in
acquiring medical equipment and
manufacturing technology abroad,
according to Israeli medical and
security officials.
As countries around the world
compete ferociously for limited
supplies during the pandemic,
they are turning to any help available, and flexing their muscles unapologetically.
In early March, a command and
control center was set up to handle
the distribution of medical gear
across the country, with Mr. Cohen
at its head and headquartered at
Sheba Medical Center. There were
representatives from the Mossad,
the Ministry of Defense purchasing
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division, and the military intelligence’s highly secretive Unit 81,
which deals with the development
of advanced espionage equipment.
Professor Kreiss, a former
brigadier general in the army and
a former surgeon general for the
military, said the Mossad had
been pivotal in helping his institution secure vital medical equipment and expertise from abroad.
“It is only in Israel that the
Sheba hospital could have enlisted the help of the Mossad,” he
said in an interview. “Can you
imagine Mount Sinai Hospital going to the C.I.A. for help?” he
added, referring to the New York
medical center.
By the end of the first week of
April, the people with knowledge
of the operations said, Mr. Cohen
was confident that Mossad operatives had ensured Israel would
possess enough ventilators to
cope with the worst forecasts.
There was no time to waste,
Professor Kreiss recalled, praising
what he described as the singlemindedness of purpose shown by

Mossad agents. “Part of their
ethos is to execute their task at
any price,” he said.
The first shipment acquired
abroad by the Mossad arrived in
Israel on a special flight on March
19: 100,000 coronavirus testing
kits, said an official from the
prime minister’s office.
Subsequent shipments included more testing kits, 1.5 million surgical masks, tens of
thousands of N-95 masks, protective overalls for first-aid crews,
protective goggles and a range of
medications, according to a highranking official knowledgeable
about the Mossad operation.
Using technological expertise
brought in by the Mossad, production lines that can produce 25
million protective masks a month
are gradually being set up, a
high-ranking security official
said.
According to one senior Israeli
official, the Mossad knew it had
to act urgently, with the demand
for such equipment expected to
grow and with the understanding
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that countries would eventually
refuse to export essential medical
products.
The Mossad will almost certainly be remembered for coming
to the country’s rescue in an unusual battle against an invisible
enemy.
-www.nytimes.com, 12 April 2020

Typical of Israel and the Mossad,
countries from which Israel received the equipment were not
identified. This event shows Israel’s uniqueness with the question, “Can you imagine Mt. Sinai
Hospital going to the C.I.A. for
help?” When there is a need,
when there is danger, Israel
demonstrates unity.
This is a signpost for Christians to adhere to, as we read in 1
Corinthians 1:10: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you;
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.” MC
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