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O B I T U A RY

ANN FANKHAUSER
(29 August 1938 – 1 June 2020)

W

ith sadness, we received
the news that Ann
Fankhauser had passed
away on 1 June. Although expected,
it is always a shock and a degree of
vacuum is created for those who are
left behind. But we know the Lord,
and He giveth grace upon grace, particularly in view of the fact that she
served the risen master, Jesus Christ.
It was 53 years ago when I first
met Ann Fankhauser and her friend
Judy (who went home in 1986).
There was a need for the Mitternachtsruf (German Midnight Call) to
be translated into English. These
two British ladies spontaneously
volunteered to be translators, although Ann had 7 and Judy had 5
children. Often, I think back on
those days when we received the
first Midnight Call from Switzerland;

it was in 1968. Later, we started to
print our own in Hamilton, Ohio,
beginning with the January 1970
issue. That was all made possible
by the very faithful voluntary work
Ann and Judy tirelessly completed,
month after month, year after year.
Ann suffered a cerebral hemorrhage in 2014, but until 2019, she
insisted on translating articles,
even when they were no longer usable.
For Ann, what is written in
Revelation 14:13 aptly applies:
“...Blessed are the dead which die
in the Lord from henceforth: Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest
from their labours; and their works
do follow them.”
Our deepest condolences on behalf of the Midnight Call staff in
the USA.
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Editor’s Note
Dear Friends of Israel,
BY FREDI WINKLER

T

he rapid spread of the
coronavirus has clearly
shown that the world has
really become a “global village,”
as it’s said. There is hardly a region on earth that hasn’t been affected. And if not directly
impacted by the virus, then from
the economic effects of the global
lockdown.
The photos of grounded airplanes worldwide seem unreal. At
airports that used to host hundreds of flights a day, they are
now in the single digits. The virus
has spread worldwide through
countless planeloads of people.
International air travel is actually
the means of transportation that
has made the world a “global village.”

4

We still remember how terrorism changed international flights.
As a result, safety precautions
and controls have become part of
everyday life in air travel. Will the
coronavirus pandemic change international aviation as well? In
order to fly in the future, will we
have to prove that we’re healthy
and aren’t carrying contagious
diseases? Here in Israel they were
hoping to ask schoolchildren to
do this, but it turned out to be
impractical.
The internet, with all its possibilities, has undoubtedly taken
the world a giant step further in
globalization, surpassing television. Class instruction and meetings via Zoom have been
introduced nearly everywhere.

Since it’s written in Revelation
1:7, “Behold, he cometh with
clouds; and every eye shall see
him, and they also which pierced
him,” it begs the question: how is
it possible for every eye to see
him?
Is it referring to modern media,
which can transmit news worldwide in virtually no time at all?
It’s an obvious assumption to
make, since God uses human developments. When God sent His
Son to earth, the world had already been “globalized” quite a
bit. A different word was used for
it at the time, namely “Ecumene,” which means much of
the inhabited earth (or what was
known of it at the time). The expression occurs in various forms
throughout the New Testament.
The Greco-Roman world created the conditions for the
Gospel to spread quickly: both
through good traffic conditions
created by the Romans, as well as
through the Greek language being spoken in large parts of the
Roman world (or at least being
understood by many). God un-
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doubtedly used human developments to accomplish His plan.
Nevertheless, it’s obvious that
God doesn’t use just the developments of mankind to achieve His
goal. He has other ways and
means to accomplish His purposes. A small virus like COVID19 is only a minor matter for Him.
The return of Jesus Christ, unlike His first coming, will be an
event that doesn’t just affect Israel. It will have a worldwide impact and will be unmistakably
recognized across the globe. It
will be an event that will take
hold of humanity and shake it, as
our Lord Jesus describes: “the
sun [shall] be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and
the stars shall fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens
shall be shaken” (Matt 24:29).
In the assurance that God is involved in fulfilling His plan for
the world and all humanity, I
send my warmest greetings with
Shalom.
Yours,

Visit midnightcall.com
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ISRAEL:
Sign of the End Times

BY RAINER WAGNER
Israel is the most striking indication of the Lord’s return.
It is like the hand on the world clock. Bible-believing
Christians, of course, have always known of Israel’s return
to its ancient homeland.
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P

relate Albecht Bengel (16871752), Pastor Johann
Christoph Blumhardt (1805-1880)
of Möttlingen, or the hymn writer
and founder of the still existing
congregation in Württemberg,
Michael Hahn (1758-1819), are
just some of the theologians
known to German Christians,
who spoke about the conversion
and wonderful future of the nation
Israel. Physician and friend of
Goethe, Heinrich Jung-Stilling
(1740-1817) wrote: “The true
believer consistently looks at the
golden hand on the clock high up
on the temple wall; and he who
doesn’t see clearly asks another
with sharper vision what time it
might be. Some of what you are
writing concerning the Jews is
known to me. Conversion of this
strange nation and its return to
the fatherland will be an eyeopener to many. That will legitimatize the Bible once again to
everyone, and we will then definitely know where things stand.”
When we compare Biblical
prophecy concerning Israel with
current events, we get the impres-

% 1-800-845-2420

sion that the hand on that clock
is close to midnight. God’s
renewed attention toward Israel
has begun. The first sizable immigration of Jews from Russia took
place in 1882. The Lord’s important speech concerning signs of
the end of the world (Matthew
24; Luke 21) is often referred to
as the Olivet Discourse, because
it was on that Mount that He
spoke to His disciples. On this
occasion, Jesus said this generation
will not pass away—the one that
will see the fig tree sprouting new
leaves—and “it [the end of the
world] is near, even at the doors”
(Matt 24:32-34).
There is no doubt that the Bible
means Israel when it speaks of
this fig tree. We see that in the
parable of the fig tree in the vineyard (Luke 13:6-9). Here Israel
is compared to a fig tree that had
been carefully tended by the gardener for three years, but did not
bring forth any fruit. Jesus sees
Himself as the Gardener: He
labored for three years among
“the lost sheep of the house of
Israel” (Matt 15:24). But, as

Visit midnightcall.com
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ISRAEL: Sign of the End Times
God has determined that Israel come home into its own country at
the end of time.

A beautiful contrasting view of the old and modern Tel Aviv city, under an amazing sky.

declared in the beginning of John’s
Gospel, “He came unto his own,
and his own received him not”
(John 1:11). During His last
sojourn in Jerusalem, Jesus passed
by a fig tree and, looking for fruit,
could not find any. He then cursed
the tree, and it “withered away”
(Matt 21:19-20). The action in
this encounter is also symbolic
for Israel.

8

Jesus was looking for fruit, but
Israel did not produce any. Thus,
it withered away. For 2,000 years,
Israel remained outside God’s dispensation of grace. However, once
pronounced, God always keeps
His promises. Israel’s patriarchs
had indeed been given great promises, for themselves and their
descendants. Paul writes that God
never regrets His promises, always
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fulfilling them (Rom 11:29). This
applies particularly to the Promised
Land (Gen 15:18-21). So that now,
after 2,000 years of dispersion
into all parts of the world, the
Jews once again have a country
of their own, within their ancient
territory. That is not merely a
political development—no, this is
God fulfilling the promise He gave
to Abraham and his descendants.
The boundaries of this country
were determined neither through
wars nor powerful nations, nor
by UN resolutions or the terrorism
of the so-called Palestinians. Even
the fanatical hatred of the Hamas
fundamentalists cannot nullify
God’s promises. God has determined that Israel come home into
its own country at the end of time.
The former Israeli Prime Minister
Menachem Begin, observed that
Israel has the oldest documentation
for its claim to this territory. The
documents are God’s promises
recorded in writing. Short-term
setbacks notwithstanding, God’s
plan for Israel cannot be altered.
God is gathering His people
from all corners of the world. To
% 1-800-845-2420

restore the nation of Israel, it was
necessary to gather its members
together again. Many prophets
have foretold this, and students
of God’s Word, such as the aforementioned Jung-Stilling, have also
always known about it. In Isaiah
54:7-8 we read: “For a small
moment have I forsaken thee; but
with great mercies will I gather
thee. In a little wrath I hid my
face from thee for a moment; but
with everlasting kindness will I
have mercy on thee, says the
LORD thy Redeemer.” And Jeremiah 23:3 tells us: “And I will
gather the remnant of my flock
out of all countries whither I have
driven them, and will bring them
again to their folds; and they shall
be fruitful and increase.”
Some theologians claim these
promises were met after the Babylonian enslavement, and there will
be no further fulfillment. But that
is wrong. The promise was not
to those who were in Babylon,
but to those dispersed into “all
countries” of the world. That is
the Jewish nation, which after 70
AD experienced a Diaspora into

Visit midnightcall.com
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ISRAEL: Sign of the End Times
Today, Galilee is a large, productive agricultural area. An aqueduct 3
meters in diameter supplies the kibbutzim in the Negev desert. Now
vegetables are grown here, and the cows of the Kibbutz Yotvata, 40
kilometers north of Eilat, each provide 11,500 liters of milk per year.

all the world. The Bible tells us
about this return, that God will
bring everyone home and leave
no one behind in foreign lands
(Ezek 39:28). This was not fulfilled
after the Babylonian captivity,
and will only come to pass at the
end of the present regathering.
According to Jeremiah’s words:
“Thus said the LORD, The people
which were left of the sword found
grace in the wilderness; even Israel,
when I went to cause him to rest”
(Jer 31:2). When the Jews in the
1930s and 40s emigrated to Palestine, they escaped from the
“sword”; namely, the 2,000-year-

10

old persecution in the world, as
well as the concentration camps
and gas chambers of the Nazis.
The great emigration from 194548 brought the survivors of the
Holocaust into the Promised
Land.
The first Jews to return at the
end of the 19th century, found
the land of Israel to be a desert,
but under their care it became a
flowering garden. To the north
the land consisted mostly of
malaria-infested swamps, and in
the south was the Negev desert.
The Jews drained the swamps;
they deepened the Jordan, which
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caused Lake Hula (alternate name:
Lake Semechonitis) to disappear,
thereby removing the cause of
Galilee’s marshy condition.
Today, Galilee is a large, productive agricultural area. An
aqueduct 3 meters in diameter
supplies the kibbutzim in the
Negev desert. Now vegetables
are grown here, and the cows of
the Kibbutz Yotvata, 40 kilometers north of Eilat, each provide
11,500 liters of milk per year.
At the turn of the 19th century,
this land was bought for those
Jews willing to settle there by
the wealthy Jew Rothschild, from
the rich Arab sheikhs in Damascus and Cairo. The Arabs
laughed to themselves at having
found this seemingly foolish
buyer for their worthless piece
of territory.
In 1867, Mark Twain describes
the Jerusalem of that time in his
travel memoirs: “Misery, poverty
and filth; these manifestations
that mark the presence of Muslim
rule more clearly than the halfmoon flag itself, are in abundance
… Jerusalem is sad, bleak and
% 1-800-845-2420

desolate. I would not want to
live here.” And about Palestine
in general he had this to say: “Of
all countries with a dreary landscape, I think Palestine takes the
prize” (The Innocents Abroad).
Palestine is dismal and unappealing.
Neither Mark Twain nor the
Arab princes had the faintest
idea of the blessing God would
bestow on His people in their
land. With the return of the Jews
to Israel, the country awoke as
from a deep sleep. What God
had declared through Jeremiah
is being fulfilled: “Again I will
build thee, and thou shalt be
built, O virgin of Israel: thou
shalt again be adorned with thy
tabrets [tambourines], and shalt
go forth in the dances of them
that make merry. Thou shalt yet
plant vines upon the mountains
of Samaria: the planters shall
plant, and shall eat them as common things” (Jer 31:4-5).
Today, travelers in Israel can
see with their own eyes that God
keeps all His promises.

Visit midnightcall.com
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On the
ISRAEL

Horizon

Spy Agency Must Stop Wireless Phone
Tracking

Israel’s government must stop using its domestic
security agency to tackle the novel coronavirus by
tracking mobile phone data, the head of a parliamentary committee said.

Security officials said Israel's domestic security agency Shin
Bet had tracked the movements of coronavirus carriers
through their mobile phones (AFP Photo/JACK GUEZ)
The government had controversially approved Shin
Bet’s use of surveillance as an emergency measure
in mid-March as mounting numbers of Israelis tested positive for the Covid-19 illness.
The specifics were kept secret, but security officials said
the agency tracked the movements of virus carriers through
their phones.
“As of midnight today, it will not be legal to use the Shin

12
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SELF-HEALING,
ELECTRONIC
‘SKIN’
researcher at the
Technion University
has developed a soft
polymer waterproof elastic
that can “heal itself” in the
event of an “injury” (i.e.
scratch, cut or sprain), the
university announced.
The doctoral student who
invented the technology,
Muhammad Khatib,
incorporated advanced
sensors into the polymer
that can monitor
temperature, pressure and
acidity—which they purport
can also be beneficial to the
fields of robotics, prosthesis
and wearable devices.
The elastomer—elastic
and polymer—developed
by Khatib and published in
the Advanced Function
Materials journal, is not only
waterproof, but can also
stretch up to 11 times its
original length without
tearing.

A

-jpost.com
11 June 2020

On the Horizon
Bet to locate phones as part of the battle
against the coronavirus,” said Zvi Hauser,
chairman of the parliamentary foreign and
defense committee.
Israel, which has a population of around
nine million, announced its first coronavirus
patient on February 21.
Since then it has confirmed more than
18,180 cases, including 299 deaths.
Earlier, Shin Bet chief Nadav Argaman
told members of a ministerial committee
he was against his agency being involved
in coronavirus tracking, a security official
said.
The spy agency’s surveillance program
had raised concerns about patient privacy
and Israel’s adherence to democratic
norms.
-news.yahoo.com, 10 June 2020

Commentary: This result is considered

to be a plus point for Israel’s working
democracy. Individual privacy must
be protected. To what extent ShinBet’s surveillance was helpful has not
been determined. But, at this point in
time, they have been ordered to cease
the practice.
Nevertheless, privacy concerns
will in the end be superseded by
total control. Everyone on planet
earth will be registered, with all
% 1-800-845-2420

the pertinent information available
to whoever has the final control of
such data. Bible prophecy will and
must be fulfilled; the whole world
will lie in total darkness after the
light of the world and the salt of
earth has been removed—that is,
with the departure of the Church
at the Rapture.

7272

(See The Great Mystery
of the Rapture, Item
#1038, $18.99.)

CONGO
Israeli HIV Drug Successfully
Fights Coronavirus

Medical researchers in the Republic
of the Congo have discovered that
an Israeli-developed HIV drug
apparently can be used to successfully treat critically ill COVID-19
patients. Furthermore, the drug
might be available within “weeks
to months, but not more” after further clinical trials are carried out.
Developed by the Israel-based
company Zion Medical and the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Gammora
was recently approved for use in the
central African country.

Visit midnightcall.com
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“We were surprised because we wanted
to see if [Gammora] would work, but we
didn’t know that it would happen like this,
and we saw improvement in terms of symptoms of COVID-19 within 48 hours,” Dr. Eynat
Finkelshtein, chief scientific officer of Zion
Medical, told The Media Line.
A small clinical trial began in Brazzaville
on April 8. Conducted under “compassionate
use” protocols, which enable seriously ill
patients to access new or untested treatments, it was overseen by Clinique La
Source’s Dr. Sebastian Mafoundzi alongside
Dr. Roger Alphonse Bouity. World Health
Organization (WHO) representative Albert
Kazadi was called in as a private consultant
to supervise.
The trial saw 30 critically ill patients in
intensive care—some with HIV, others HIVfree—divided into two groups.
The first group of 15 patients (Group A)
received standard-care treatment for HIV
and coronavirus, namely antibiotics and the
HIV medicine Atripla. The second group
(Group B) received the antibiotics, Atripla
and Gammora via injection over a period of
nine days.
After two days, all 15 patients in Group
B showed marked improvement in their
COVID-19 symptoms.
“Of the 15 that got Gammora on top of
standard care, four of them tested negative

14

[for the virus] after nine days of treatment,
and 11 were discharged from the ICU and
transferred to the [hospital’s] internal medicine
ward” for a full recovery, Finkelshtein said.
As for the 15 members of Group A, 14
died during the same timeframe, and one
remains in critical condition.
-www.jpost.com, 7 May 2020

Commentary: Israel’s inventiveness

is obviously second to none. They
are involved in all kinds of projects
virtually around the globe.
Here we are reminded of the
promise given in Exodus 15:26: “...If
thou wilt diligently hearken to the
voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt
do that which is right in his sight,
and wilt give ear to his commandments, and keep all his statutes, I
will put none of these diseases upon
thee, which I have brought upon the
Egyptians: for I am the Lord that
healeth thee.” The last book in the
Old Testament reads: “But unto you
that fear my name shall the Sun of
righteousness arise with healing in
his wings; and ye shall go forth, and
grow up as calves of the stall”
(Malachi 4:2).
7271
(See Prophecy for Judah, Item #1084,
$17.50.)

On the Horizon

BRIEF 
NEWS IN

ENERGY FROM
PLANTS
ASI Technologies Infrared gate
(photo credit: COURTESY OF ASI TECHNOLOGIES)

ISRAEL
Automatic Body Temperature Check

An Israeli company is offering a solution to scan
the temperature of a large number of people entering a facility in a limited amount of time. That
could be extremely effective as countries are starting to lift restrictions imposed to contain the coronavirus outbreak.
Israel, for example, has begun to allow activities that
have large crowds of people gathering in a specific
location to resume.
“We have many partners all over the world, among other
countries in China, where they are already in a more advanced
phase in the battle against the coronavirus, including in
finding solutions for the post-lockdown phase,” ASI Technologies CEO Kobi Ventura said. “One of them has developed
a special gate that measures the body temperature of people,
suitable for facilities that are accessed by many in a short
amount of time, like shopping malls, stadiums and even
military bases.”
“We also offer another solution called ‘thermopad,’ a
small device similar to a tablet that can measure the temperature and features a face-recognition technology, suitable

% 1-800-845-2420
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sraeli scientists say they
have produced hydrogen
from plants in a
development that they hope
could eventually lead to
using vegetation to produce
electricity.
The discovery was made
by using microscopic
algae, an aquatic plant, in
research carried out at a Tel
Aviv University laboratory.
Researchers planted an
enzyme into samples of the
algae and observed it
producing hydrogen, a
source of energy already
used to fuel vehicles.

I

-israelnationalnews.com
11 June 2020
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for factories or office buildings where
employers need to take the temperatures
of the workers,” he added.
The gate is already in use in several
countries, including China, Germany, the
United Kingdom and Mexico, Ventura
said. In Israel, ASI Technologies is in talks
with several potential customers, including
shopping malls, office towers and military
facilities, he said.
The gate does not present any potential
breach of people’s privacy, since the
infrared cameras only measure their temperature, Ventura said.
-www.jpost.com, 6 May 2020

Commentary: The bottom line still

is identity of individuals, including
face recognition technology, which
simply adds up to every person on
planet earth being identified.
This calls our attention to the
first coming of Jesus, even before
His birth. The last sentence of Luke
2:1, in the government translation
reads, “…that all the world should
be taxed” (in the CEV, “…all the
people to be listed in record books”;
ESV, “…should be registered”;
GNB, “…ordered a census”). If coronavirus carries a message, it could
well be the announcement of the

16

completion of the
Church on earth
and her subsequent rapture into
the presence of
the Lord.

7265

(See Can We Still Believe in the Rapture?
Item #2332, $15.99.)

EU
Terrorists Can Take Part in
EU-Funded Activities

Palestinians affiliated with terrorist
groups may participate in EU
activities, EU Representative to
West Bank and Gaza Sven Kuhn
von Burgsdorff wrote in an official
letter obtained by The Jerusalem
Post.
“While the entities and groups
included in the EU restrictive
lists cannot benefit from EU-funded
activities, it is understood that a natural person affiliated to, sympathizing
with or supporting any of the groups or
entities mentioned in the EU restrictive
lists is not excluded from benefiting
from EU-funded activities, unless
his/her exact name and surname...corresponds to any of the natural persons
on the EU restrictive list,” the letter
reads.

On the Horizon
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SYRIAN BABY
TREATED IN
ISRAEL
ten-day-old baby boy
was brought to Israel
for emergency heart
surgery.
The baby, the son of
Syrian refugee parents, was
diagnosed in Cyprus with a
severe and rare heart defect.
The Cypriot Health
Ministry and doctors from
Cyprus and Israel
determined that he should
be brought to Israel urgently
to be operated on at Sheba
Medical Center, Tel
Hashomer in Ramat Gan.
The Israeli Embassy in
Cyprus made arrangements
for the baby to be able to
come to Israel, including
waiving the immediate
coronavirus quarantine upon
landing for him and his
father, and he was flown in
on an air ambulance.

A
A European Union flag flies outside the European
Commission headquarters in Brussels, Belgium
(photo credit: REUTERS/YVES HERMAN)
EU sources insisted that while the letter says there is
no legal obstacle to people affiliated with terrorist groups
participating in activities they fund, the use of their aid
money is carefully vetted.
“Over several meetings with EU officials it was made
clear that any funding for these NGOs must be stopped
immediately and scrutinized carefully to ensure no funds
are transferred to terrorists or terrorist-related activities,”
a ministry spokesman said.
-www.jpost.com, 6 May 2020

Commentary: Europe is the continent that leads

-jpost.com
11 June 2020

the world when it comes to humanitarian aid, foreign aid and, in this case, aid to NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations).
Wikipedia lists the OECD’s Development Assistance Committee members’ total budget reaching
$152.8 billion, of which Europe donated $84.5
% 1-800-845-2420
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billion (USA $34.6 billion).
Clearly, Europe is the world’s
leading force when it comes to
so-called soft influence on planet
earth.
The law is very complicated
relating to legal distribution.
Palestinian organizations, for
example, list the Popular Front
for the Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP)—designated a terrorist
group by the EU, US, Canada,
and Israel—as a “political party.”
Israel has been, is, and always
will be very alert when it comes
to distribution of finances that
in the end support terrorist organizations. It is most difficult to
escape Israel’s intelligence capabilities.
The world would do well to
heed Zechariah 8:16: “These are
the things that ye shall do; Speak
ye every man the truth to his
neighbour; execute the judgment
of truth and
peace in your
gates.”
7267
(See What Should
We

Think

About

Israel? Item #2358,

$17.99.)
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ISRAEL
Simulator for Coronavirus
Exit Strategy

The simulator is still in the development phase, but it has so far
managed to complete the process
of modeling both personal and
demographic isolation policies.
Researchers from the TechnionIsrael Institute of Technology and
the Civic Cabinet project are working
together to develop an economy-focused
simulator aimed at helping decision-makers implement a successful exit strategy
for the coronavirus lockdown.
“Transparency means genuinely involving the public—the simulator will be available to everyone who wants to use it, and
this way the public will be able to understand why certain decisions are made
rather than others. This will enhance public
trust, which we believe is almost as important a resource as hospital beds. Trust
based on transparency will boost compliance with guidelines and will thereby be
beneficial to all of us,” said Prof. Omri
Barak.
The creation of the simulator was born
from Prof. Nir Gavish’s Introduction to Applied
Mathematics course at the Technion.
“The simulator will not supply comprehensive answers to all the questions,

On the Horizon
but it will allow the decision makers to evaluate the different
options—guidelines, bans, etc.—and assess them according
to their expected consequences. We hope and expect that
many professionals will use the simulator, thereby helping to
improve it, as well as enhancing their decision-making process,”
Barak explained.
-www.jpost.com, 13 May 2020

Commentary: This simulator is a manmade tool capable

of going beyond human ability to make decisions
and evaluate different options and guidelines. Here
the tendency becomes clear: mankind will become
more dependent upon his own creation than ever
before; subsequently, less dependent on God. Ultimately, this will lead to the fulfillment of Revelation
13:14: “And deceiveth them that dwell on the
earth by the means of those miracles which he
had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying
to them that dwell on the earth, that they should
make an image to the beast, which had the wound
by a sword, and did live” (the CEV reads: “making
an idol in the form of the beast”).
In times past, when traveling abroad, a passport
was inspected by an officer, and only upon his or
her approval could one travel. No more today; the
computer is in charge. Only after the passport has
been scanned and the computer
says yes, may the person proceed.
Indeed, it is later than we think.

BRIEF 
NEWS IN

ISRAELI
HIGH COURT
SIDES WITH
PALESTINIANS
he High Court of Justice
struck down on
constitutional grounds
divisive legislation passed
by the Knesset in 2017 that
would have allowed the state
to expropriate private
Palestinian land where
thousands of illegal settler
homes have been built.
In an 8-1 decision, the top
legal body ruled that the
Regulation Law “was
unconstitutional and ordered
it nullified,” saying it
“violates the property rights
and equality of Palestinians,
and gives clear priority to the
interests of Israeli settlers
over Palestinian residents [of
the West Bank],” a statement
from the court said.
The judges ruled that the
law also did not “provide
sufficient weight” to the
status of “Palestinians as
protected residents in an area
under military occupation.”

T

-timesofisrael.com
9 June 2020
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(See End-Times Super Trends, Item #2342,
$15.99.)
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WORLD
Israel No Longer First in
Corona Safety

Israel slipped to third place in a
ranking of the safest countries to be
in for coronavirus, according to a
risk assessment conducted by the
Deep Knowledge Group. In a previous study by the Hong Kongbased group, Israel was in first
place.
The list assessed 200 countries and
regions according to 130 parameters, taking in over 11,400 data points to
come up with a score for each country. The
analysis took in six broad categories: quarantine efficiency, government efficiency of risk
management, monitoring and detection,
healthcare readiness, regional resiliency, and
emergency preparedness, delving most
deeply into the countries further up the list.
The results of the new study published
on the Forbes website are not merely
dependent on the number of cases a country has experienced. For example, the top
ranked country, Switzerland, has recorded
30,972 confirmed cases according to the
John Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center,
and the second ranked country, Germany,
has recorded 186,109.
The analysis revealed countries which
should have fared better given their health
infrastructure. America (#58) and the UK

20

Knesset's Coronavirus Committee meets to
discuss the ongoing pandemic.
(photo credit: ADINA WALLMAN/KNESSET
SPOKESWOMAN)
(#68) were held up by the authors as two
countries which should have contained the
spread of infection more efficiently than
they were able to do in practice, a result
which the authors said was “surprising.”
The finding strongly suggests that one
of the most critical factors when it comes
to COVID-19 safety was not preparedness
ahead of emergencies, but the specific
policies put in place during the coronavirus
pandemic.
The authors added that their aim in formulating the list was to serve as a launch
pad for discussion, and as a resource for
governments to optimize safety and stability
by establishing optimized action plans for
each country in order to maintain the health
and economic well-being of their citizens.
-www.jpost.com, 9 June 2020

Commentary: Although Israel slipped

On the Horizon
into third place from first, it is nevertheless remarkable
that this small country—only 72 years old, surrounded
by an Arab world of whom most are in a virtual state
of war with Israel—has developed into an economic
giant that is safe, stable, with an excellent healthcare
system and a high level of well-being for its citizens.
Above and beyond many facts, there is the God
of Israel, who declares: “And gathered them out of
the lands, from the east, and from the west, from
the north, and from the south…
Hungry and thirsty, their soul
fainted in them. Then they cried
unto the Lord in their trouble, and
he delivered them out of their distresses” (Psalm 107:3, 5-6).
7270
(See Israel Matters, Item #2328, $17.99.)

ISRAEL
World’s Largest Desalination Plant Initiated

Israel has selected local company IDE Technologies,
rather than a Chinese firm, to construct the world’s
largest desalination plant, the government
announced. The decision avoids another undesirable
showdown with the Trump administration over Chinese participation in major infrastructure projects.
Three groups bid to build Sorek 2, a private-public
partnership (PPP) that will be the world’s largest
reverse-osmosis seawater desalination plant when completed
in 2023. Among them was Israeli Hutchison Company, an
affiliate of Hong Kong-based Hutchison Company.
Regarding Sorek 2, the Trump administration specifically
flagged Hutchison’s possible involvement in the construction
of the desalination plant, which will be in Kibbutz Palmahim

% 1-800-845-2420
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GERMANY
CHANGES TUNE
ON IRAN
ermany’s Foreign
Ministry reversed its
position that
previously labeled the
Iranian regime’s calls to
exterminate the Jewish state
as only “anti-Israel
rhetoric,” telling The
Jerusalem Post that Tehran’s
language is antisemitic.
The pro-Syrian regime
news outlet Al-Masdar
News (AMN) reported the
commander-in-chief of the
Iranian Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC), Maj.-Gen. Hussein
Salami, urged the
“elimination” of the Jewish
state.
“The geography of the
resistance will not forget the
name and goals of the
former secretary-general of
the Islamic Jihad Movement
in Palestine, Ramadan
Shalah, the high, bright
hope of liberating Jerusalem
and removing the cancerous
gland [Israel] from the
region,” Salami said.

G

-jpost.com
11 June 2020
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-www.jpost.com, 26 May 2020

also for most countries in that geographic area—from the east in India,
to the west in Morocco. Without a
shadow of a doubt, Israel is now
the leader when it comes to water
conservation, water management
for agriculture, and now turning
salt water into drinking water.
This is a prophetic pre-fulfillment
of that which is to come, for we read
in the prophet Isaiah: “I will open
rivers in high places, and fountains
in the midst of the valleys:
I will make the wilderness a pool of
water, and the dry land springs of
water” (Isaiah 41:18). Without water,
there is no life. The Creator controls
the waters of the world. However,
here we see Israel’s self-help, which
is rather astonishing and a model for
the rest of the world. Yet, in the end,
we read these precious words in Revelation 22:17: “And the Spirit and
the bride say, Come. And let him that
heareth say, Come. And let him that
is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let
him take the water
of life freely.” 7255

Commentary: Water is a precious

Evidence, Item #2345,

and cost more than NIS 5 billion. In addition
to being an important infrastructure project
for Israel, the plant is near the Sorek Nuclear
Center and the Palmahim airbase.
The official statement from the Finance,
Energy and Water Resources ministries
does not mention Hutchison or China. It
simply states that Kadima-headquartered
IDE Technologies, which partnered with
Bank Leumi, submitted the winning PPP
bid, promising desalinated water at the
cost of approximately NIS 1.45 per cubic
meter, about 65 agorot [hundredths of a
shekel] cheaper than existing desalination
solutions in Israel today.
The project will be financed by an
international consortium, including Bank
Leumi, German state-owned KfW and a
€150m. ($165m.) loan from the European
Investment Bank.
Energy Minister Yuval Steinitz said,
“The desalination plant being […] the
largest of its kind worldwide, is the result
of the implementation of this program,
and together with the desalination facility
in the Western Galilee... the state of the
Israeli water market and its readiness for
the future are excellent.”

commodity not only for Israel, but
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Our Volunteers Program

By Samantha LaGoy
Public Relations Secretary
COVID-19 Israel Update
Thank you for standing with us;
your prayer is of value before the
LORD, and it carries us through.
Thank you!
As of 17 June 2020, Israel has
had 303 people who have passed
away of coronavirus, and 27.8%
who are now unemployed, since
the beginning of the lockdown in
March. We thank the Lord for
His continued protection; not
only in Israel, but also in the
Ebenezer Home! The Lord has
once again kept us.
Now that things with COVID19 are easing up, borders beginning to re-open and everything
getting back to a new-normal, we
would like to share with you
about our volunteers program.
% 1-800-845-2420

If you are looking for an opportunity to travel to Israel, experience the land, and serve the
people there, then the Ebenezer
Home might be just the place for
you!
We have an amazing volunteers program, where one can
come to serve for between 6
months to 2 years. While working as nurses’ aid, kitchen helper,
maintenance, or a variety of
other tasks, you will be able to
travel and experience the land
during your free time off! It is
truly a life-changing experience,
and we hope that you will pray
about joining us.
We asked some of our volunteers, why is Ebenezer special to
you?

Visit midnightcall.com
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“

I think for me, it’s the relationship between the
residents and employees. Whenever I’m there, we talk
to each other and reach out to one another, despite the
fact that I don’t know them so well, and don’t get to see
them that often anymore.”
– Noomi (Daughter of an Employee, Israel)
“Special about Ebenezer for me is our faith in
the Lord Jesus. Despite our extremely different
backgrounds, we have a common basis on
which we can build, every single day. We work
toward the same goal, which determines our
actions: serving Jesus Christ. I like to be a volunteer here at the Ebenezer Home, because I can
use my skills in different places. I have the
opportunity to develop myself and learn a lot of
new things.”
– Marit (Volunteer, Germany)
“Wow, what a question. It makes me start thinking…I worked in so many different elderly homes
and developed special experiences with people.
Residents became friends of mine. But Ebenezer is
different. The question comes up, what makes it different? I can’t find the right words…it’s hard to
describe. Ebenezer has unique challenges, as every
place. But many small things make it really special!
Every day you can collect so many ‘pearls,’ precious
experiences. The biggest pearl is, ‘We are one in
Yeshua.’”
– Karen Abrahamsen (Volunteer, Faroe Islands)
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“What I love about Ebenezer is
that the leadership seek God in
everything they do. I like that they
bring the workers together for
breakfast and devotion. It feels
like a family. It’s unique in the fact
that all the residents come from
different countries and backgrounds. There are missionaries,
Holocaust survivors, etc. …but
God brings them from all these
different places, together. It’s fantastic to hear the various languages, but all in
one because of Yeshua. As a volunteer, I experience here how God is working
in all situations for the good. Even through the challenges, I have learned a lot.
I enjoy being a volunteer at Ebenezer; yes, I do!”
– Katelyn (Volunteer, Florida, USA)
“I enjoy the time that
I have as a nurses’ aide
here for the residents,
and the extra time that
I get to spend with
them, fellowshipping.
I am not used to this
blessing from my previous jobs. It enables one
to cultivate a completely different relationship
with each another. It is
really a privilege to be
able to take care of these people. As I read and hear their stories, I realize what a
hero each one is, and I can call them my brothers and sisters.”
– Elisabeth (Volunteer, Germany)
% 1-800-845-2420
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“As a volunteer, I enjoy being in another
country and getting to see all the differences. You learn so much! Also, just being
around here, Ebenezer is different from the
other elderly homes that I know of. I do
love to pray together with the residents,
and appreciate that they really need us
here. As a registered nurse from Norway,
I’m not allowed to work as a nurse in Israel.
But Ebenezer gives me the opportunity to
use some of my professional abilities as a
nurses’ aide.”
– Hanna (Volunteer, Norway)

For more information on our volunteers program, please visit
our website: https://www.ebenezer.co.il/
Mail to: Midnight Call Ministries, PO Box 84309
Lexington, SC 29073

NFI0720

r Yes, I wish to support the Ebenezer Home Project
MIDNIGHT CALL

Note: Donations for the
project by check/money
order should be made
out to Midnight Call, and
specify Ebenezer Home
in the memo line.
With credit card ready,
call: 800-845-2420
Web:
midnightcall.com/ebenezer
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“And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and
said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some
great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much
rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?
Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in
Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and
his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child,
and he was clean” (2 Kings 5:13-14).
BY ARNO FROESE

C

aptain Naaman was healed
by following the instruction of Israel’s prophet, Elisha. His disease was completely
cured after he dipped himself in
the waters of the Jordan River.
Who was this Naaman? Verse 1
answers: “Now Naaman, captain
of the host of the king of Syria,
was a great man with his master,
and honourable, because by him
the Lord had given deliverance
unto Syria: he was also a mighty
man in valour, but he was a leper.”
Syria defeated Israel; they ruled the
land and the people, because God
had given over to Syria the rebellious house of Israel. We carefully
note the words “by him”—that

% 1-800-845-2420

means Captain Naaman—“the Lord
had given deliverance unto Syria.”
He was great, honorable, and
mighty, yet smitten with leprosy.
There was no cure for this disease in
Syria; thus, he was advised by “a little maid,” who was a servant to Naaman’s wife. She knew of Elisha, and
believed in God and His prophet.
After Naaman was healed, he
did the right thing; he returned to
prophet Elisha and offered a reward: “And he returned to the
man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before
him: and he said, Behold, now
I know that there is no God in all
the earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing

Visit midnightcall.com
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of thy servant” (2 Kings 5:15).
But Elisha did not accept; he was
determined not to be paid by the
Syrian, thus prophetically demonstrating that salvation is free.
Here we are reminded of the
words of Jesus: “Heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead,
cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give” (Matthew
10:8). That’s one of the most difficult things to proclaim, and yet
so simple: salvation really is free.
Paul writes: “Being justified freely
by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).
A recent article in the Jerusalem
Post comes to mind, headlined,
“Three Gulf states seek partnership with Israel to fight coronavirus.” Here some excerpts:

“I have heard leaders in the Gulf
say over and over, ‘with our
resources and wealth and Israeli
innovation, we can create a vaccine
and a cure’…They have seen this
pandemic as an opportunity for
cooperation between themselves
and Israel,” said Rabbi Marc Schneier,
who has extensive ties in the Persian
Gulf as president of the interfaith
dialogue organization Foundation
for Ethnic Understanding.“There’s an
opportunity to join forces here. So
many issues transcend politics in the
Middle East.”
Schneier and Yoel Hareven, director of Sheba’s International Division,
said that Bahrain and another Gulf
state, which they declined to name,
have taken an interest in telemedicine or remote medicine innovations in Israel and the ways the

Three Gulf states have reached out

Jewish state has responded to the

to Israel to receive information and

coronavirus pandemic.

assistance in the fight against the

“We offered them any help they

novel coronavirus disease known

need, even if it’s connecting doctors

as COVID-19. The three make up

or nurses, or sending teams to them,

half of the countries that are mem-

sharing

bers of the Gulf Cooperation

Hareven said.“Whatever help we can

Council (GCC).

give our neighbors—we will do it
happily.”
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knowledge,”
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Hareven called medical matters
“the only non-political issue we can
agree on.”
UAE Ambassador to the UN Lana
Nusseibeh said during a webinar
hosted by the American Jewish
Committee and the Jewish Insider
that she is unaware of any current
cooperation between her country
and Israel, but added: “Our perspective on science and tackling this pandemic is that it shouldn’t know borders or boundaries... I’m sure there’s a
lot of scope for cooperation; I don’t
think we’d be opposed to it.”
-www.jpost.com, 10 May 2020

What Israel is doing will be remembered by these and other
unmentioned Arab nations. Israel’s technology, particularly in
medical science, will be even
more decisive in the future. Arab
and Islamic states will simply
have to recognize the reality of
Israel, and thereby the words we
find in Amos 9:15: “And I will
plant them upon their land, and
they shall no more be pulled up
out of their land which I have
given them, saith the Lord thy
God.” MC

Mail to: Midnight Call Ministries, PO Box 84309
Lexington, SC 29073
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support the project “Action for Israel.”
MIDNIGHT CALL

r monthly

r one time

$_______

Name:___________________________________________

“I will bless them
that bless thee...”
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