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The transformation of Ha-
gia Sophia into a mosque
seems to have a significant

symbolic meaning for Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
It was the largest and most impor-
tant Greek Orthodox Church be-
fore the Ottomans conquered
Constantinople in 1453. Hagia
Sophia was of similar significance
for Greek Orthodox Christians, as
St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome has
been for Catholics. The transfor-
mation of the magnificent church
into a mosque proved to be a trau-
matic event for Greek Orthodox
Christians, but for the Ottomans,
a symbol of victory over Chris-
tians. This remained so until 1934,
after the Turkish Empire had come
to an inglorious end in World War
I, and Turkey became a newly
formed, secular state under

Ataturk. At that time, the impos-
ing historic building from the
Byzantine period was then con-
verted into a museum. Now Erdo-
gan wants to undo that. What
does this signify?

Erdogan said on his website:
“The resurgence of Hagia Sophia
as a mosque is the prelude to the
liberation of Al-Aqsa in Jerusalem.
It is the footprint of the will of all
Muslims worldwide, and the
resurgence of the fire of hope of all
Muslims and of all humiliated, op-
pressed, and exploited.” This
proclamation makes one pause.

In his message, Erdogan talks
not only about freedom for the Al-
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem, but
also, depending on which lan-
guage it is translated into, about a
revival of Islam from Bukhara in
Uzbekistan to Andalusia in Spain.
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Dear Friends of Israel,

Editor’s Note

BY FREDI WINKLER



The connection of Hagia Sophia
to Al-Aqsa in Jerusalem shows that
Ankara’s ambitions extend far be-
yond Hagia Sophia.

In Israel, developments in Turkey
are being watched with concern. It
was hoped that the relationship
with Turkey could be rebalanced,
as it was once very good. But by
now, Israel has realized that this
can no longer be accomplished. So
far, Israel has avoided confronta-
tion with Turkey, because trade re-
lations are still very important and
extensive for both sides. 

Israel’s gas discoveries in the
Mediterranean Sea, and the
planned gas pipeline from the
Mediterranean to Europe, in coop-
eration with Cyprus and Greece,
have been met with resentment by
the Turks. Turkey began its own
drilling in the disputed waters of
the Mediterranean, and wants to
expand its dominion in the sea.
Turkey’s interference in the civil
war in Libya is yet another attempt
to expand its influence in the
Mediterranean.

Israel has always seen Iran as
the great threat—and rightly so,

because Iran has been talking
bluntly about the destruction of
the Jewish State for many years—
but has somewhat ignored devel-
opments in Turkey. Although
Turkey and Iran have been rather
hostile in the past, common pur-
pose and ideology have brought
them closer together. This devel-
opment, of course, must be ex-
tremely alarming and worrisome
for Israel.

Another cause for concern for
Israel is the fact that the United
States has so far failed to fully rec-
ognize this threat from Turkey.
President Trump’s policy is to stay
out of conflicts that do not di-
rectly affect America, and to bring
its own troops home. A policy
that can be understood, but which
would particularly cost Israel very
dearly. The following words from
the Bible are a strong consolation
in this situation: “…He who keeps
Israel will neither slumber nor
sleep” (Psalm 121:4).

With this confidence, I greet you
warmly with Shalom from Israel. 


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BY NORBERT LIETH

In Revelation 15, John sees a panorama of the final judg-
ment of the end times. Related to this is the restoration
and redemption of the people of Israel. An exposition.

Revelation 15
and Israel’s

Future
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As athletes prepare for the
starting gun; as soldiers
prepare for the attack; as

sailors hoist the sails to cast off;
so the seven angels will prepare
for the final judgments of God
in the end time: “And I saw
another sign in heaven, great and
marvellous, seven angels having
the seven last plagues; for in them
is filled up the wrath of God”
(Rev 15:1). In conjunction with
this, in the Apostle John’s vision,
“I saw as it were a sea of glass
mingled with fire: and them that
had gotten the victory over the
beast, and over his image, and
over his mark, and over the num-
ber of his name, stand on the sea
of glass, having the harps of God”
(Rev 15:2).

The scenery brings to mind
several “seas” in the Bible. First,
it is suggestive of the large wash-
basin in front of the temple, which
was also called a sea: “And he
made a molten sea, ten cubits
from the one brim to the other:

it was round all about, and his
height was five cubits: and a line
of thirty cubits did compass it
round about” (1 Kings 7:23).
Then, it reminds us of the Red
Sea that Israel crossed through
to be free. After passing through
it, the Israelites sang a song with
Moses (cf. Rev 15:3-4). We also
know of the “Sea of Nations”:
“Which stilleth the noise of the
seas, the noise of their waves,
and the tumult of the people”
(Ps 65:7). And furthermore, we
know that the anti-Christian
world ruler comes from the Sea
of Nations (Rev 13:1), in contrast
to the Antichrist, who comes from
the earth (Eretz Israel: Rev 13:11).
[Editor’s note: This is Mr. Lieth’s
personal interpretation, which
defers from most who believe the
first beast is the Antichrist, and
the second the False Prophet.]

Revelation 4:6 references the
glass sea: “And before the throne
there was a sea of glass like unto
crystal: and in the midst of the

“Which stilleth the noise of the seas, the noise of their waves, and
the tumult of the people” (Psalm 65:7).



throne, and round about the
throne, were four beasts full of
eyes before and behind.” This
sea could well mean the Sea of
Nations that is before the throne
of God, and which is seen from
the perspective of the omnipresent
One. Everything is in God’s pres-
ence; everything is in His sight;
the whole world is revealed to
Him; and He penetrates and sees
through everything. The glory of
God is enthroned over the whole
earth. No being is invisible to
Him.

This sea is infused with fire,
which indicates the judgment.
The redeemed stand by the sea;
they are no longer in it. They
have been saved by the blood of
the Lamb. In the Great Tribula-
tion, they went through the fire
of suffering (baptism of fire), and
the torrents of the Antichrist’s
waters washed over them. But,
the fire couldn’t scorch them, and
the water couldn’t drown them
(Isa 43:2). Now, the overcomers

are no longer at sea, but they are
liberated and look back tri-
umphantly from above. “And
they sing the song of Moses the
servant of God, and the song of
the Lamb, saying, Great and mar-
vellous are thy works, Lord God
Almighty; just and true are thy
ways, thou King of saints. Who
shall not fear thee, O Lord, and
glorify thy name? for thou only
art holy: for all nations shall come
and worship before thee; for thy
judgments are made manifest”
(Rev 15:3-4).

Just as Israel sang a song with
Moses after crossing the Red Sea
(Ex 15:1), it happens again. The
Egyptians were judged in the sea,
and Israel was liberated by the
blood of the Lamb and by the
passage through the sea. It is sim-
ilar here. The world is judged,
but the overcomers are saved by
the blood of the Lamb, through
the Tribulation.

Revelation is proof that the
Jews still have a central role in

8
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The glory of God is enthroned over the whole earth. No being is 
invisible to Him.
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God’s plan for the salvation of
the world. It all comes full circle
in Revelation. The first song that
we find in the Bible is the song
of Moses and the Israelites in
Exodus 15. Additionally, we’re
introduced to another of Moses’
songs in Deuteronomy 32, which
he performed together with Joshua
before the people (31:30; 32:44).
And now, the first and last songs
of the Bible are mentioned

together in Revelation. This points
us to the following: The song of
Moses is connected to the song
of the Lamb; it retains its meaning.
It starts and ends with Israel, and
the goal is the Lamb. Through
this, God shows us how every-
thing belongs together, and noth-
ing is forsaken. The prophetic
calling of Moses was to focus on
Jesus. Moses without Jesus is
unthinkable.

Just as Israel sang a song with Moses after crossing the Red Sea 
(Ex 15:1), it happens again. The Egyptians were judged in the sea,
and Israel was liberated by the blood of the Lamb and by the passage
through the sea.

View through
arch of the
Red Sea at
sunset, Eilat,
Israel

% 1 - 8 0 0 - 8 4 5 - 2 4 2 0  



We see through both songs that
the Old and New Testaments
form a unified whole. The song
of Moses in Deuteronomy 32
gives a complete overview of
Israel’s history. The preceding
verses (Deut 31:29-30) show that
it’s about the end of days. The
song in Deuteronomy 32 is
divided into the following sections:
verses 1-6 describe God’s greatness
and faithfulness. Verses 7-14:
Israel’s early history. Verses 15-
19: the time of the prophets.
Verses 20-21: God withdraws
from His people. Verses 22-33:
God scatters His people and aban-
dons them to persecution. Verses
34-36: The end times are
approaching, both the day of
God’s mercy, as well as His
vengeance. Verses 37-42: judg-
ment in the time of Revelation.
Verse 43: The final blessing and
redemption of Israel.

“And after that I looked, and,
behold, the temple of the taber-
nacle of the testimony in heaven
was opened: And the seven angels
came out of the temple, having
the seven plagues, clothed in pure

and white linen, and having their
breasts girded with golden girdles.
And one of the four beasts gave
unto the seven angels seven golden
vials full of the wrath of God,
who liveth for ever and ever. And
the temple was filled with smoke
from the glory of God, and from
his power; and no man was able
to enter into the temple, till the
seven plagues of the seven angels
were fulfilled” (Rev 15:5-8).

The heavenly temple that is
opened is the original, the highest
dwelling place of God. The earthly
temple and the tabernacle were
depictions of it. The angels are
dressed in a priestly manner and
perform a holy, just, and priestly
service. They are in the service
of the King. The golden bowls
of the seven messengers corre-
spond to the vessels used in the
tent to scatter the blood (Ex 27:3).
This shows that the courts are
all just and belong to the holiness
of God.

The cloud of smoke and the
fact that no one can enter the
temple make us think of Jere-
miah’s time: “Thou hast covered

10
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thyself with a cloud, that our
prayer should not pass through”
(Lam 3:44). The time of God’s
final wrath has come, when He
veils Himself in His unapproach-
able glory and completes the
judgment. God withdraws and
only reveals Himself through
that judgment. Perhaps it is also
to be understood as a hint that
God has no pleasure in judg-
ment, but that He must do it
for His righteousness. It was
said before in Lamentations:
“For he doth not afflict willingly
nor grieve the children of men”
(3:33). Yes, He wraps Himself
up, isolates, and no one is
allowed to come near Him.
Doesn’t this also remind one of

how people act when they are
grieving?

The realization that the people
of Israel will come to in the last
days, according to Revelation
15 and Deuteronomy 32, is
remarkable. What a wonderful
confession of God and the Lamb,
which they’ve been led to
through the Tribulation! For
millennia the Jewish people resis-
ted it, refused to admit it, denied
it, mocked it, portrayed Jesus
as Beelzebub, cursed and per-
secuted Him and His followers,
ignored Isaiah 53 in their Scrip-
ture readings…and now this
confession to the Lamb. 

This is reminiscent of people
who didn’t want to know any-
thing about Jesus for a long
time, and later praise Him for
everything. It can happen again
and again that people who were
previously opposed to Christ
convert and become His con-
fessors. (MR0720/1091)

As athletes prepare for the starting gun,
so the seven angels will prepare for the
final judgments of God in the end time.
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I S R A E L
Jerusalem at the Time of Destruction
In the 1970s, prominent archaeologist Nahman Avi-
gad, who was conducting excavations in the Old
City of Jerusalem, came across a small complex in
the Jewish Quarter.

The structure, which became renowned as “the Burnt
House,” turned out to be one of the most meaningful

testimonies of how the city lived, and fell, in the first century—
the house of a priestly family razed when the Romans captured
Jerusalem and destroyed the Temple in 70 CE.

However, the tradition had started centuries earlier, after the
first Jewish Temple was destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BCE.

Half a century after the discovery of the Burnt House, today
a popular museum, a lot more is known about what Jerusalem
looked like and how its people lived on the eves of those days
of destruction.

‘WE HAVE A
VACCINE’

Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu
spoke with the director

of the Israel Institute for
Biological Research, Prof.
Shmuel Shapira, to
congratulate him on the
development of a vaccine
for the coronavirus and the
beginning of human trials
for the vaccine during the
Jewish High Holidays.

Prime Minister Netanyahu
directed that the process be
continued ahead of the
completion of the trials and
the production of the
vaccine so that Israel will
have safe and effective
vaccines for all residents of
Israel by the end of the first
quarter of 2021. The IIBR’s
rate of progress until now
has been in keeping with the
timetables determined at the
outset by the National
Security Council (NSC), the
Defense Ministry and the
Health Ministry.

-israelnationalnews.com
6 August 2020

NEWS IN

BRIEF

On the 
Horizon

The Givati Parking Lot Excavations.
(photo credit: Israel Antiquities Authority)
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“We have extensive knowledge about
both moments because destructions have
the ability to freeze the instant in time,” Tel
Aviv University Prof. Yuval Gadot told The
Jerusalem Post. He is the co-director of the
Givati Parking Lot Excavation of the City of
David by the Temple Mount.

“From the archaeological perspective, a
destruction leaves remains that are much
clearer than those that are the result of a
process where a site is gradually abandoned
or reused,” he said. “The more radical the
devastation is, the more numerous and
revealing are the traces it leaves behind.”

“This is one of the reasons we know
less about the Babylonian conquest compared
with the Roman one: It appears that the
Babylonians did not destroy everything at
the same level and with the same intensity
than the Romans did.”

“Even though we do not have any archae-
ological evidence for the First Temple, we
know that the Temple Mount was the city’s
focal point, and we believe that the palace
of the king was also very close to it,” he
said. “Over the decades, archaeologists have
uncovered remains of imposing public build-
ings, a sophisticated bureaucracy and writing
system, a rich material culture.”

“Recently, archaeologists even discov-
ered a fountain with running water in the
Western Wall tunnel,” said Dr. Guy D. Stiebel,

senior lecturer at TAU. “The city was larger
than the Old City today. The palace of the
king stood not far from the area of Jaffa
Gate, surrounded by gardens. We know
that the priests and the ruling class lived
in large houses and were heavily influenced
by the Roman customs.”

As the archaeologists pointed out, the
traces of Jerusalem’s past are all over the
city. And 2,000 years later, Jerusalem has
not ceased to represent a symbol and an
attraction to people and visitors from all
over the world.

-www.jpost.com, 28 July 2020

Commentary: The prophecy of the
destruction of the temple is found
in Matthew 24:1-2: “And Jesus went
out, and departed from the temple:
and his disciples came to him for to
show him the buildings of the tem-
ple. And Jesus said unto them, See
ye not all these things? verily I say
unto you, There shall not be left here
one stone upon another, that shall
not be thrown down.” That was ful-
filled in the year 70 AD, when
Roman forces conquered Jerusalem
and destroyed the second temple. 

Will there be a third temple?
Jesus makes vague reference to it
in Mark 13:14: “But when ye shall

% 1 - 8 0 0 - 8 4 5 - 2 4 2 0  



see the abomination of desolation,
spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
standing where it ought not, (let
him that readeth understand,) then
let them that be in Judaea flee to
the mountains.” We note the words,
“standing where it ought not.” This
could indicate that a third temple
will be built within or without the
temple compound, which many

believe will take
place during the
reign of Antichrist.

7311

(See What About the Third

Temple? Item #1091, $4.50.)

I S R A E L
Kingdom of Judah
Government Compound
Found
Uncovered only three kilometers
(1.8 mile) outside the Old City, the
compound is believed by Israel
Antiquities Authority archaeolo-
gists to have served as an admin-
istrative center during the reigns
of Judean kings Hezekiah and
Menashe (8th century to the mid-
dle of the 7th century BCE). 

Over 120 jar handles stamped
2,700 years ago with ancient

Hebrew script seal impressions were dis-

covered at the site, clearly indicating the
location’s use as a storage and tax center,
according to an IAA press release. Preva-
lent among the stamped inscriptions is
“LMLK,” “LamMeLeKh,” or “Belonging to
the King,” a way of marking that the food-
stuffs stored in the jars had been tithed
to the Judean ruler.

“This is one of the most significant
discoveries from the period of the Kings
in Jerusalem made in recent years. At
the site we excavated, there are signs
that governmental activity managed and
distributed food supplies not only for short-
age but administered agricultural surplus
amassing commodities and wealth,” said
IAA excavation co-directors Sapir and
Nathan Ben-Ari in a press release. 

“The archaeological discoveries at
Arnona identify the site as a key site—
the most important in the history of the
final days of the Kingdom of Judah and of
the return to Zion decades after the destruc-
tion of the Kingdom. This site joins a number
of other key sites uncovered in the area of
Jerusalem which were connected to the
centralized administrative system of the
Kingdom of Judah from its peak until its
destruction,” said Dr. Yuval Baruch, the
IAA’s Jerusalem District Archaeologist. 

Usually the ancient Hebrew LMLK
inscription appears above the sun disc;

14



in the case of the Arnona impressions and also some of
those found at excavations elsewhere, below the sun disc
is recorded one of four cities in the kingdom of Judah: Hebron,
Ziph, Socho or Mmst.

According to the archaeologists, the Arnona site is dated
to a period in which the Bible documents tumultuous upheavals,
including the failed Assyrian King Sennacherib campaign to

NEWS IN

BRIEF
IDF RESPONDS
TO GAZA ATTACK

IDF fighter jets and aircraft
evening attacked an
underground

infrastructure belonging to
Hamas in the northern Gaza
Strip, in response to the
firing of incendiary balloons
from Gaza towards Israeli
territory.

During the day, three fires
broke out in open areas in
the Eshkol and Ashkelon
regional councils due to
incendiary balloons fired by
Arabs from the Gaza Strip.

One of the incendiary
balloons was located in the
industrial area of Arad. A
police sapper discovered
an explosive device with a
delay mechanism and
neutralized it.

-israelnationalnews.com
6 August 2020
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Aerial image of the Arnona neighborhood excavation of a
2,700-year-old administrative complex in Jerusalem
(Yaniv Berman, Israel Antiquities Authority)

Clay figurines of women and animals found at the Arnona,
Jerusalem excavation site. (Yaniv Berman, Israel Antiquities
Authority)



conquer Jerusalem in the days of King
Hezekiah. The artifacts at the site,
including the stamped seals, show
that taxation likely remained uninter-
rupted during this period.

With the destruction of the Kingdom
of Judah in 586 BCE and Babylonian
exile, the site was abandoned, said the
researchers. However, shortly thereafter,
“the site was resettled and adminis-
trative activity resumed. During this
time governmental activity at the site
was connected to the Judean province
upon the Return to Zion in 538 BCE
under the auspices of the Achaemenid
Persian Empire, which then ruled over
the entire ancient Near East and Central
Asia.”

“These artificial stone hills have
been identified at several sites in
Jerusalem and are a phenomenon of
the end of the First Temple period and
have aroused the curiosity and fasci-
nation of Jerusalem researchers since
the beginning of archaeological
research in the area,” said the archae-
ologists.

“Nevertheless, the reason for the
huge effort made in stacking them
over many acres remains an unresolved
archaeological mystery,” they said.

-www.timesofisrael.com, 22 July 2020

Commentary: It is virtually impossible
to start a building project in Israel
without uncovering history. 

We note that the destruction of
historical Jewish identity was made
complete, to fulfill the words of Jesus:
“There shall not be left here one stone
upon another, that shall not be
thrown down” (Matthew 24:2b).

This is quite unusual, because
throughout the European continent,
one can find many buildings dating
back to Jesus’ time. Aqueducts, colos-
seums, catacombs, and artwork tes-
tify to the glory of the Roman
Empire. 

The future, however, belongs to
Jerusalem. “Thou shalt arise, and
have mercy upon Zion: for the time
to favour her, yea, the set time, is
come. For thy servants take pleasure
in her stones, and favour the dust
thereof. So the heathen shall fear
the name of the Lord, and all the
kings of the earth thy glory. When
the Lord shall build up Zion, he

shall appear in his
glory” (Psalm 102:
13-16).               7312
(See Zondervan Handbook

of Biblical Archaeology,

Item #2339, $42.99.)
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I S R A E L
License Denied for Evangelical TV Channel
The HOT cable TV provider has declined to request
a new license for the Shelanu TV Evangelical chan-
nel, after the Council for Cable and Satellite Broad-
casting suspended its original license.

Shelanu TV, which critics accused of seeking to pros-
elytize Jews, is now left without a cable TV provider

in the near future, but says it will move to an internet platform,
insisting it will “not be silenced.”

In a statement to the press, Ron Cantor, a spokesman for
Shelanu TV and a prominent figure among so-called Messianic
Jews in Israel, again denied the allegations made by council
chairman Asher Biton that Shelanu TV’s original license request
had sought to cover up its intention of appealing to Jewish
Israelis.

Shelanu TV’s license was granted in April, and the com-
mencement of its broadcasts sparked criticism when it became
clear that its parent organization, GOD TV, is dedicated to preaching
the Christian gospel and the task of the “Great Commission,” a
doctrine in Christian theology to gain disciples for Christianity
and to preach the religion to non-Christians.

In a video announcing the new channel, GOD TV CEO Ward
Simpson stated, “God has supernaturally opened the door for us

NEWS IN

BRIEF
COVID TESTS FOR
GUATEMALA

Anew Israeli company,
CoVelocity, is helping the
government of Guatemala

ramp up Covid-19 testing.
CoVelocity was founded to

enable rapid commercialization
and deployment of medical
technologies throughout the
world, says General Partner Ariel
Beery.

The non-profit Foundation for
the Development of Guatemala,
Fundesa, contacted CoVelocity
in April to help the government
obtain workable testing options.

With CoVelocity’s help in
vetting and curating
technologies, Fundesa is
working with the national
government to support the
rollout to match the national
need in Guatemala.

-israel21c.org
5 August 2020
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to bring the gospel of Jesus into the
homes, lives and hearts of his Jewish
people.”

He then retracted the video and issued
a new statement saying Shelanu TV was
not trying to convert Jews, and told The
Jerusalem Post his channel was “calling
on the Jewish community to reexamine
the claim that Yeshua is the Messiah.”

-www.jpost.com, 30 June 2020

Commentary: There is no law against
Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, or athe-
ism. But strangely, when it comes to
Christianity, Jews in Israel are fright-
ened. That, however, is not surprising,
because the Jewish people have suf-
fered greatly under “Christian”
regimes—for 2,000 years—with the
diabolical epitome occurring under
Hitler’s Germany, when 6 million
Jews were systematically murdered.

Nevertheless, Jesus said, “I will
build my church.” He continues to
do so, as reliable reports come to us
indicating that many Jews are turning
to Jesus. That is the Church Jesus is
building, and no law has the power
to make it cease or to cancel a
“license.”                                         7315
(See The Sure Foundation of the Church, Item #1066,

$18.50.)

T U R K E Y
Erdogan Vows to Liberate 
Al-Aqsa 
Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan vowed to “liberate al-
Aqsa mosque” from Israel after
“resurrecting Hagia Sophia” as a
mosque.

The decision to change the status
of the ancient Hagia Sophia church,

which had been transformed into a mosque
in 1453 and then into a museum in 1934,
was made controversially.

The speech, which was in Turkish, was
translated slightly differently to Arabic and
English, apparently as a way to hide part
of Ankara’s full views on how it has linked
Hagia Sophia to a wider agenda.

In Arabic the speech says that turning
Hagia Sophia into a mosque is part of the
“return of freedom to al-Aqsa,” essentially
meaning Israel should be ejected from
controlling Jerusalem’s Old City where al-
Aqsa is located.

Turkey is seeking to supplant Saudi
Arabia and other countries in the region,
such as Egypt and Jordan, as the main
determiner of what is “Islamic.”

One day, Turkey could even aim its
sights at Jerusalem. The speech about
Hagia Sophia clearly indicated this is on
the agenda in the future.

-www.jpost.com, 11 July 2020
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Commentary: Turkey’s President Erdogan is a fierce
promoter of Islam, and is working feverishly to separate
his nation from European dominion and influence. 

But the real aim, states the article by Seth Frantzman,
is Jerusalem, where the Al-Aqsa mosque is located.

Israel needs to be alert 24/7. Jerusalem is the heart
of Israel. It is the city that is patterned after the one in
heaven. We read in Revelation 21:1-2: “And I saw a
new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and
the first earth were passed away; and there was no
more sea. And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband.” That is the real future
of Jerusalem—not Mr. Erdogan’s declaration, threats,
or imagination. The ultimate authority is the Creator,
the Redeemer, as we read in Isaiah 59:20: “And the
Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn
from transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord.”          7306
(See Target Israel, Item #2293, $15.99.)

I S R A E L
World’s First 3D-Printed Steak
Israeli foodies will be able to take a bite out of the
world’s first 3D-printed plant-based steak later this
year thanks to a breakthrough in food technology.

Redefine Meat, an Israeli company based in
Rehovot, has unveiled the “Alt-Steak,” which it

says replicates the texture, flavor and appearance of real
meat via the use of a patent-pending 3D printing technology.

Creating a realistic meatless steak is widely considered
to be the holy grail of the alternative meat industry—one that
has long eluded food scientists. Plant-based ground meat

ISRAELI STUDENT
WINS GOLD 

Four Israeli students
competed in the 52nd
International Chemistry

Olympiad and each won a
medal—including the first
Israeli gold medal in a
decade.

The gold medal went to
Roi Pe’er from Gan Chaim.
His teammates were Ron
Shprintz from Ashdod
(silver), Bar Sheffer from Ein
Vered (silver) and Ward
Yahya from Taibe (bronze).

The competition involving
students from 80 countries
was to have taken place at
Istanbul Technical University
but moved online because of
the coronavirus pandemic.

-israel21c.org
6 August 2020
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varieties have been available on the market
for several years but mimicking an actual
cut of meat—with its distinctive combi-
nation of fat, muscle, sinew and mouth-
feel—has proved to be a much greater
challenge.

Working together
with leading chefs,
food technologists
and butchers,
Redefine Meat dig-
itally mapped over 70
sensorial parameters to
craft its meatless wonder.
It then used a proprietary
industrial-scale 3D food printer and
multiple materials to print the steak, layer
by layer. The steak itself is made out of a
combination of soy and pea proteins,
coconut fat and sunflower oil, along with
natural colors and flavors.

“[It will be] in supermarkets in 2022 but
already in restaurants in Israel this year,
and in restaurants in Europe early next year,”
revealed Eshchar Ben-Shitrit, CEO and co-
founder of Redefine Meat, adding that initially,
the Alt-Steak will be roughly the same price
as traditional meat equivalents.

Redefine Meat is not the only company
hoping to revolutionize the food industry
using groundbreaking advances in 3D
printing.

As plant-based steaks prepare to hit
restaurants later this year, other Israeli
companies are hoping to print steaks made
out of real meat that is also slaughter-free. 

Cultured meat, more commonly known
as lab-grown meat, could soon become

as everyday as going to the super-
market. And Israel is at the

forefront of technological
innovation in this field.

“In terms of cell-
based printed meat, yes,

Israel absolutely is the
leader,” Olivia Fox Cabane,

an alternative protein expert
who is also the co-founder of

KindEarth.Tech, told The Media Line.
-www.jpost.com, 9 July 2020

Commentary: It is no longer a surprise
when something new comes on the
market that is made, invented, or orig-
inates from Israel. This is very prom-
ising when one realizes it is
slaughter-free—very favorable for
vegetarians, with the increasing pop-
ularity of vegetarianism on the planet.
Israel is definitely at the forefront to
harvest the benefits.

The other side of the story is that
mankind, in his inventiveness,
attempts to bridge over the curse God
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pronounced to Adam after his fall: “Thorns also and
thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat
the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt
thou return” (Genesis 3:18-19). The back-breaking work

to produce food has virtually been
eliminated by modern agriculture,
machinery, technology, and science. 

Here too we see man working
toward independence from the Cre-
ator.                                             7298
(See Searching for Adam, Item #2319, $24.99.)

L E B A N O N
28 New Hezbollah Missile Launch Sites 
There are at least 28 missile launching sites belong-
ing to Hezbollah in civilian areas in the Lebanese
capital of Beirut, a report by ALMA Research and
Education Center has found.

According to the report, Hezbollah has an estimated
600 Fateh 110/M600 missiles, which have a range of

up to 300 km., while improved models called “D’ Al-Ficar” have
a range of up to 700 km.

“Almost all of the sites are in southern Beirut, an area controlled
by Hezbollah, and are located in civilian neighborhoods, inside
private houses, medical centers, churches, industrial sites, public
offices, fast food chains, as well as in open spaces nearby,
hence activating the ‘human shield’ tactic,” the report read.

And according to the report, “Based on our insight into
Hezbollah’s action patterns these sites are available for immediate
operational use.”

The group has expanded its arsenal with more than 130,000

ANTI-SEMITIC
‘ZOOM BOMB’

Avirtual prayer session
that included several
Dallas-area

synagogues was “Zoom
bombed” by intruders
shouting hate messages.

The incident took place on
July 30, the Jewish fast day
of Tisha B’Av.

The intruders, faces
covered, shouted and typed
comments such as “Kill All
Jews, Bomb Israel” and
“Hail (sic) Hitler,” Rabbi
Ariel Rackovsky of
Congregation Shaare Tefilla
told the Dallas News. One
continued to make the Nazi
salute.

Some 100 people,
ranging in age from preteens
to 80 years old, were on the
Zoom call at the time. After
about five minutes the rabbis
terminated the call and
started a new one. One of the
rabbis called the FBI,
according to the report.

-jta.org
6 August 2020
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rockets and missiles of all sorts of ranges
and payloads.

Israel has reiterated several times that
the transfer of any advanced weapons to
Hezbollah is a redline for the Jewish state
and that it will work to prevent any such
movement.

-www.jpost.com, 13 July 2020

Commentary: Meanwhile, widespread
news coverage of the explosion of 2,750
tons of ammonium nitrate stored in
Beirut’s port reveals the corruption and
instability of this troubled state.

Hezbollah is a Shiite Muslim, mil-
itant group in Lebanon, with a security
system, political organization, and
social services. It is considered “a state
within a state.” Hezbollah has sup-
ported the Syrian government and
has gained decades of experience in
warfare. The Hezbollah organization
was founded in the early 1980s, as

part of an Iranian effort to secure Syria
and Lebanon for its purposes. Hezbol-
lah is designated as a terrorist entity
by France, Spain, Germany, the USA,
and other nations. 

It is of interest that the missile
launch sites are primarily located in
civilian areas: medical centers, even
churches and public offices. Hamas
operates in Gaza on similar principles.
But Israel knows the locations and
will act accordingly when necessary.
That’s one of Israel’s great advantages:
being able to communicate in many
different languages around the world.
They know the plans of their ene-
mies.

This is a great lesson for us Chris-
tians. We may read, hear, and see
reports by various news media outlets,
but when reading the prophetic Word,
we know the purpose and the target
of these things. Therefore, we too must
be alert 24/7 for attacks of the enemy
in the invisible world. But, the good
news is that we believe in Jesus Christ
and trust in Him, of whom Colossians
2:15 states: “And having spoiled prin-
cipalities and powers, he made a show
of them openly, triumphing over them
in it.”                                                   7307
(See Northern Storm Rising, Item #2294, $13.99.)
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I S R A E L
Reservists Drafted to Help Fight
Coronavirus
Israel’s parliament gave the government sweeping
authorities to combat a resurgent coronavirus out-
break, weakening its own oversight over cabinet
decisions as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
warns of a possible second lockdown.

Israel plans to draft as many as 3,000 reservists to
help rein in the coronavirus outbreak, the Defense

Ministry said.
The reservists, most from the Home Front Command, will assist

with epidemiological investigations and provide extra staffing for
quarantine hotels, the ministry said. They’ll also boost the command’s
presence in cities with a relatively large number of infections.

There are more than 72,000 confirmed coronavirus cases in
Israel to date, including more than 530 fatalities. The plan to involve
the military more was pushed by Israel’s new coronavirus czar,
who was appointed to try to formulate a coherent strategy to
combat the surge in cases and deaths that followed Israel’s reopening
of its economy after a near-total lockdown. 

-www.msn.com, 2 August 2020

Commentary: Israel’s population stands at 8,675,000
(July 2020). Seventy-five percent are Jewish, with 76.9%
born in Israel. Life expectancy stands at 83 years. Coro-
navirus deaths per 100,000 are listed at 6.90; thus, a
very effective country in fighting the virus.

To draft the military into a coronavirus fighting force
is certainly to be commended. Recently, the Knesset
voted to increase the fine to 500 shekels ($146) for those
who violate the law by not wearing masks in public
places.                                                                                7318
(See What Should We Think About Israel? Item #2358, $17.99.)

JEWS BLAMED
FOR VIRUS

APolish-language
newspaper in Toronto
has published an

article blaming Jews for the
coronavirus pandemic.

According to B’nai Brith,
the article blamed the
coronavirus pandemic on the
Jewish community, claimed
Jews were responsible for
the creation of ISIS, and
called Israel the source of the
world’s problems and “an
emanation of the Devil
himself.”

The article also claimed
that communist revolutionary
Vladimir Lenin, Nazi
propagandist Joseph
Goebbels and Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdoğan were actually
Jewish.

-jta.org
6 August 2020
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When reading the historic
document of the Jews’
return to the Promised

Land, we must note the words in
chapter 1, verse 1, “the Lord stirred
up the spirit of Cyrus king of Per-
sia.” Thus, the originator of the
plan to return the Jews from Baby-
lonian captivity was God. He im-
plements His plan, and He fulfills
His prophetic Word. And it is He
who stirred the spirit of the king. 

We also take note that King
Cyrus of Persia had global domin-
ion: “The LORD God of heaven
hath given me all the kingdoms of
the earth” (verse 2). What was the
purpose, the aim, the goal? To send
the Jews back to Jerusalem to build
the temple on Mt. Moriah. This
message was clearly given to the
Jews dwelling in Persia, today’s
Iran. 

Quite obviously, today’s Persia
(Iran) is being stirred by the god of
this world, the one who opposes ful-
fillment of Bible prophecy. Thus, their
repetitious call for the eradication of
the Zionist State.

Reading the first six chapters of
Ezra, we notice that when they re-
turned to Jerusalem to build the tem-
ple, the adversaries of Judah and
Benjamin appeared. The end of chap-
ter 4 reads: “Then ceased the work of
the house of God which is at
Jerusalem.”

The adversaries were dealing very
smartly when they wrote to the king
of Persia, accusing the Jews of build-
ing a city. Nothing was mentioned
about the temple. Apparently, the en-
emies knew that the city, the temple,
and the Jews were synonymous. You
can’t divide one from the other. That,
incidentally, is Israel’s challenge today.

“In the first year of Cyrus the king the same Cyrus the king made
a decree concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, Let the house
be builded, the place where they offered sacrifices, and let the
foundations thereof be strongly laid; the height thereof threescore
cubits, and the breadth thereof threescore cubits” (Ezra 6:3).

  
    Israel

MIDNIGHT CALL
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The Temple Mount is occupied by
Arab Muslims. The city of Jerusalem
as a whole is not recognized by the
rest of the world as the capital of the
State of Israel. Obviously, they reject
Scripture’s outline of Israel’s territory. 

In the story of Ezra’s records, we
see that the Jews finally did what they
were supposed to do: build the tem-
ple regardless of the opposition.

In today’s world, the enemies of
Israel have isolated the word “Zion”
and “Zionist” from the Jews. The
Times of Israel reports: 

When Iran speaks of wiping Israel off

the map, it doesn’t mean the mass

slaughter of the country’s Jews but

rather eliminating the Jewish state’s

“imposed regime,” Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said.

-www.timesofisrael.com, 15 November 2019

And the military leader makes it
clear:

Four decades on from Iran’s Islamic

revolution, “we have managed to

obtain the capacity to destroy the

impostor Zionist regime,” Major

General Hossein Salami was quoted

saying by the IRGC’s Sepah news site. 

-www.timesofisrael.com

30 September 2019

JewishPress.com, which reports on
anti-Semitism in Canada, headlines
an article, ‘Zionists Not Welcome’:

Foodbenders’ social media posts have

said “police brutality is an Israeli

export” and “Zionists are Nazis,” and

included hashtags such as #intifada.

Following complaints, Instagram shut-

tered the restaurant’s account.

“By stating that Zionists are not

welcome to its store, this business is

basically stating that Jewish people are

not welcome,” Rabbi Meyer May, the

center’s executive director, said in a

statement. “This is clear anti-Semitism,

extremely discriminatory and unac-

ceptable.”

Taking legal action, the

International Legal Forum (ILF) has

filed a complaint with the Human

Rights Tribunal of Ontario, charging

that based on the guidelines 

of the International Holocaust

Remembrance Alliance’s (IHRA) work-

ing definition of anti-Semitism,

Kimberly Hawkins, the owner, should

be charged with anti-Semitic discrimi-

nation.

“IHRA acknowledges and incorpo-

rates the connection between Jews

and Jewish national identity, and its ful-

fillment in the Jewish nation state, as a
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central expression of Jewish identity,

similar to observance of Jewish holi-

days and religious practices such as

dietary laws, Sabbath and other,” the

ILF stated.

Euphemistic manifestations of

hatred, such as calls against Zionists

instead of Jews, enable the rise in hate-

ful expressions towards Jews and the

increase in anti-Semitism, while sup-

posedly evading violating modern

norms against discrimination, violence

or incitement on racial or religious

grounds. IHRA bridges this gap, and

links anti-Zionism to anti-Semitism, the

lawfare organization explained.

9 July 2020

Canada—the world’s second largest
country, known for its peace-loving

citizens—distinguishes itself from its
southern neighbor, the USA, as a
peaceful and secure country with
about one-third of the crime rate. But
there too, anti-Semitism flourishes,
hidden under the label of “anti-Zion-
ism.” 

What will be the outcome? The
fulfillment of Isaiah 65:17-19: “For,
behold, I create new heavens and a
new earth: and the former shall not
be remembered, nor come into mind.
But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in
that which I create: for, behold, I cre-
ate Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her
people a joy. And I will rejoice in
Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and
the voice of weeping shall be no
more heard in her, nor the voice of
crying.” MC

Mail to: Midnight Call Ministries, PO Box 84309
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Adozen pair of eyes eagerly
watched me as I walked
back from checking on the

van, all with the same unspoken
question: “Will we be able to go on
our weekly beach walk excursion
today?” I faced each one and broke
the news to them, “I’m sorry, the
van has broken down…again. This
time it will take a day or two to get
fixed. One of the sensors has gone
out.” With great disappointment,
these dear people realized that
once again, this meant no beach
walk for them. But, what could be

done about it? For the staff, it also
meant that we now couldn’t run
the errands we greatly needed to. 

Especially during this period of
COVID-19, this is the residents’
only chance to leave Ebenezer and
enjoy a walk and breathe fresh air,
along with some of the team mem-
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Needed: A New Van

By David Phillips
Project Manager

6David with residents for an hour of
fresh air at the sea promenade in Haifa 
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bers. They must also remain in a
tightly knit group, to prevent any
stranger from approaching them—
keeping them from the possibility
of exposure to the coronavirus.
There was life before COVID-19,
and there will be life during and af-
ter it. We have our daily routines,
with or without corona. Often, we
must use our own transportation.
Right now, we are even more de-
pendent upon our van, as it is the
only vehicle the Ebenezer Home
owns. But this is “my family”—my
grandmas and grandpas in Yeshua.
Ebenezer desperately needs a vehi-
cle that does not break down on us
every few months! 

This is where you can help us
make the needed change. It’s for

the benefit of the residents and
Ebenezer family—your family. 

During the corona emergency
period, Israel has gone through
times where there was no public
transportation—due to risk of in-
fection to the public. For a country
which heavily depends upon pub-
lic transportation, this becomes a
real challenge. Ebenezer has to
provide transportation for staff
members, taking them back and
forth from work. Many do not own
a personal vehicle. As you can
imagine, it becomes really prob-
lematic when the Home’s only ve-
hicle breaks down constantly.

You can help make a difference
for both residents and staff, by
helping us purchase a much-

5Tsnua (98)5           Annie (88) enjoying a 
seaside walk
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needed, new and reliable vehicle
for the Home! With a new van, we
will not have to constantly fix our
old one, and will be able to drive
safely with our residents and nurs-
ing staff. We have done the re-
search and need to raise $87,300 to
cover the costs. This includes
heavy taxes in Israel, and special
equipment needed. Incidentally,
we have already collected just over
$2,800. Someone donated their
old, neglected silverware, coin col-
lections and jewelry, which we
could in turn sell to help raise
funds for the new vehicle we really
need. That’s one way to help.

Regular donations can be sent
to Midnight Call Ministries
(with Ebenezer specified in the
Note line). Or, if you have a col-
lection you wish to donate,
please send them to: 

Samantha LaGoy 
c/o Ebenezer Home
4694 Platt Springs Rd
West Columbia, SC 29170

Please be sure to place items in a
sealed plastic bag, and mail in a
strong envelope or box via regis-
tered mail, UPS or FedEx.
TODA RABA! (Thank you very
much!) 

Mail to: Midnight Call Ministries, PO Box 84309
Lexington, SC 29073

r Yes, I wish to support the Ebenezer Home Project

r monthly r one time $__________

Name:___________________________________________

Address:______________________________________

City:__________________________________________

State:______________________Zip:________________

Card #:________________________________________

Exp:____________ Sec. Code:________________

Phone:_________________________

Email:________________________________________

MIDNIGHT CALL

Note: Donations for the
project by check/money
order should be made
out to Midnight Call, and
specify Ebenezer Home
in the memo line.

With credit card ready,
call: 800-845-2420 

Web:
midnightcall.com/ebenezer
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qEnter Quantity Here Item# Price Author Total

__ Israel’s Threefold Exodus 1088 $14.50 Froese, A $
__ Prophecy for Judah  1084 $17.50 Froese, A $
__ Prophecy for Ten-Tribe Israel   1083 $14.50 Froese, A $
__ Prophecy for the Gentiles 1082 $12.50    Froese, A $
__ Messianic Psalms 1074    $14.95 Lieth, N $
__ Democracy Invades Islam 1072   $12.95    Froese, A $
__ Global Financial Apocalypse Prophesied 1068    $14.95    Hahn, W $
__ Revelation 13: Satan’s Last Victory 1067    $11.95 Froese, A $
__ The Sure Foundation of the Church 1066    $18.50   Froese, A $
__ How Democracy Will Elect the Antichrist  Hardcover 1064    $17.95    Froese, A $
__ Hidden Signs in the Olivet Discourse 1060    $10.95   Lieth, N $
__ Daniel’s Prophecies Made Easy 1057    $12.00    Froese, A  $
__ The Great Mystery of the Rapture  Hardcover 1038    $18.99   Froese, A  $
__ Experiencing Israel  New  Hardcover 2367   $29.99   Evans, T $
__ The Harvest Handbook of Bible Lands   New Hardcover 2366    $39.99   Holden & Collins  $
__ Unearthing the Bible  New 2365    $22.99  Kennedy, T $
__ The Harvest Handbook of Bible Prophecy  New  Hardcover 2364   $29.99   Hindson & Hitchcock $
__ Reading Moses, Seeing Jesus  New 2363    $12.99   Postell, Bar, Soref $
__ The Day Approaching  New 2362    $15.99   Tsarfati, A $
__ The Non-Prophet’s Guide to the Book of Revelation  New 2361 $16.99    Hampson, T $
__ New Babylon Rising 2359 $16.99      Rhodes, R $
__ What Should We Think About Israel?   2358 $17.99  Price, R $
__ Jesus and the End Times 2356   $15.99 Rhodes, R $
__ Bloodline 2355    $16.99    Heitzig, S $
__ The Facts on Islam 2354 $5.99  Ankerberg & Weldon $
__ The Non-Prophet’s Guide to the End Times 2353 $16.99    Hampson, T $
__ What the Qur’an Really Teaches About Jesus 2351    $15.99 Walker,  J $
__ Israel on High Alert 2343    $15.99    Rhodes, R $
__ End-Times Super Trends 2342    $15.99    Rhodes, R $
__ Zondervan Handbook of Biblical Archaeology  Hardcover 2339 $42.99    Price, R $
__ When?  SALE 2340   $24.95 Bigalke, R $
__ Israel Matters 2328   $17.99 McDermott, G $
__ The Case for Zionism 2327    $14.99  Ice, T $
__ Charting the Bible Chronologically  Hardcover 2322   $29.99   Hindson & Ice $
__ Charting the End Times Prophecy Study Guide 2321    $9.99     LaHaye & Ice $
__ Charting the End Times Hardcover 2320    $26.99   LaHaye & Ice $
__ Searching for Adam 2319  $24.99   Mortenson, T $
__ You Can Understand the Book of Revelation 2306 $14.99 Heitzig, S $
__ 40 Days Through Daniel 2304 $14.99   Rhodes, R $
__ Miracle of Israel 2303    $13.99   Frazier & Fletcher $
__ 40 Days Through Revelation 2301   $13.99  Rhodes, R $
__ The Cross in the Shadow of the Crescent 2300 $14.99  Lutzer, E $
__ Through the Eyes of the Prophet 2297 $10.50    Liebi, R $
__ Northern Storm Rising 2294   $13.99  Rhodes, R $
__ Target Israel 2293    $15.99   LaHaye & Hindson $
__ As It Was in the Days of Noah 2286    $11.99   Kinley, J $
__ The End Times in Chronological Order    2284 $14.99   Rhodes, R $
__ ISIS, Iran, Israel and the End of Days  Revised   2283    $15.99   Hitchcock, M $
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Your family, relatives and friends need to be updated on events taking place today
as they relate to the eternal Word of God. What better way to do that than by
sending a gift subscription that keeps coming to them 12 times a year?
¶Yes! Please send a one-year gift subscription of News From Israel for the low price
of $10 to the name listed below (US addresses only). Sorry, not valid for
subscription renewals.

My Name: __________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________

City: ________________________________________________

State: ________________ Zip: __________________________

q Check/Money Order   q Visa/MC/Disc/Amex

Card# ____________________________________Exp.______

Security Code:__________Phone:________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

Recipient’s
Name: ____________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________

State: __________________ Zip: ______________________

q Include gift card 

With Visa/MC/Disc/Amex ready, dial 1-800-845-2420 (8-5 EST, M-F).

Only
$10

Give a Thoughtful Gift That May Count for Eternity.

Total for Products    $ ______

Add Shipping & Handling    $ ______

Extra Gift to Ministry          $ ______

Total Enclosed·        $ ______

Name:________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________

City:__________________________________________________

State/Province: ________ Zip/Postal Code: ______________

Email: ________________________________________________

Thank You

q Check/Money Order   q Visa/MC/Disc/Amex

Card#_____________________________________________Exp.________

Security Code: _________ Phone:___________________________________

Flat Rate Shipping
US $4.95
US Priority Mail $10.95
Canada $15
All Other Countries $25

qEnter Quantity Here Item# Price Author Total

__ Israel Calendar 2021 New 9090 $5.00 $

__ Popular Hebrew Songs CD (Vocal) 9086 $11.99 Charis $
__ With Love To Israel CD (Instrumental) 9085 $15.00 Ronto, A $
__ Shalom Chaverim CD (Voice) 9084 $15.00 Roos, G $

__ What About the Third Temple? New 1091 $4.50 Froese, A $

__   Seven Days to Eternity        1089  $4.50 Lieth, N $

__   The Remarkable Story of Queen Esther   1087   $2.50   Lieth, N $
__   Seven Letters from Heaven   1081 $4.50  Froese, A $
__   Exposing Mystery Babylon Part II  1080   $4.50  Froese, A $
__   Exposing Mystery Babylon Part I   1078   $4.50   Froese, A $
__   The Great Hallelujah  1079  $3.00  Froese, A $
__   What Does the Bible Say About Marriage?   1076   $2.50   Wasserzug, G $
__   Daniel’s 70 Weeks of Years   1073   $2.00   Lieth, N $
__   The Coming Muslim Invasion?  1071   $2.00   Froese, A $
__   Why Jerusalem Is Jewish   1070   $2.00   Froese, A $
__  Seven Dispensations in the Bible  1069   $4.00 Lieth, N $

__   Seven Signs of a Born-Again Person   1030   $2.00   Malgo, W $

__ Midnight Call 9211 $24.50 $
__ News From Israel 9212 $18.00 $

To order online, visit midnightcall.com/store

NFI0920

NFI0920

Mail to: Midnight Call • PO Box 84309 • Lexington, SC 29073
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