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Editor’s Note
Dear Friends of Israel,
BY FREDI WINKLER

I

srael’s attitude concerning
Christmas has become quite
open and tolerant. In Hebrew
it is called Chag ha-Molad,
“Feast of the Birth.” In many
stores and shopping malls there
are Christmas trees. This dates
back to the immigrants from Russia. In Russian, the celebration is
called “Novi God,” meaning New
Year. So, the Christmas trees have
no direct relation to Christmas, but
rather to the New Year. The Russian immigrants love their traditions, even though many in Israel
still don’t like to see their symbols.
Like Christmas, the eight-day
festival of Chanukkah is in December, even though this year it starts
early, at the end of November. In
Haifa, Chanukkah and Christmas
have been celebrated together in
December for many years. Every
year, a great Christmas tree is
placed in the center of town, and
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the main street leading to the harbor is magnificently lit up. Next to
Nazareth, Haifa has the second
largest Christian minority, at about
20,000. Lighting in the city remains until mid-January, because
the Orthodox Christians don’t celebrate Christmas until January 6th
and 7th. The Hebrew name for all
of it is Chag Orim or Chag haChagim, which means Feast of
Lights or Festival of Festivals. If an
Islamic feast happens to fall into
the same time frame, the Muslims
are included in the festivities.
With Haifa being the most liberal city in Israel, this festival has
become the showcase for coexistence and cooperation. Many people these days take a trip to Haifa
in order to see and experience all
of it for themselves.
“Festival of Lights” is actually a
beautiful and apt name for Christmas. When Jesus was born, He was

the One who could say of Himself:
“I am the light of the world.” Twice
Isaiah calls the Anointed One of the
Lord “Light of the Nations (Gentiles)”: once in Isaiah 42:6, and
again in Isaiah 49:6, which reads:
“It is too small a thing for you to be
my servant to restore the tribes of
Jacob and bring back those of Israel
I have kept. I will also make you a
light for the Gentiles (i.e., nations),
that my salvation may reach to the
ends of the earth.”
Thus, His first and foremost task
was to bring back the tribes of Israel
which had wandered far away from
the right path. When Jesus said: “I
was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel” (Matthew 15:24), He meant
His physical presence. But His message was for the whole world, as
foretold by Isaiah. Paul referred to
this passage of Isaiah 49:6 and said:
“We had to speak the word of God
to you first. Since you reject it and
do not consider yourselves worthy
of eternal life, we now turn to the
Gentiles. For this is what the Lord
has commanded us: ‘I have made
you a light for the Gentiles, that you
may bring salvation to the ends of
the earth’” (Acts 13:46-47).
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The divine hierarchy is thus: first
the Jews, and then the Gentiles.
When the Jews increasingly rejected
Christ’s salvation, Paul understood
this word from Isaiah as a command of the Lord to now take the
light of the Gospel to all nations, so
that it would be carried to the ends
of the earth.
Today, we can say that His light
and His salvation have really
reached the ends of the earth. Yet,
as once the Jews rejected the
Gospel, we can now see a similar
development in our time. Salvation
and the light of the Gospel is being
increasingly rejected or ignored, and
the word from Isaiah 60:2 is becoming more and more a reality:
“For behold, the darkness shall
cover the earth and gross darkness
the people.” Only when we follow
Him, we will not “walk in darkness, but will have the light of life”
(John 8:12).
Wishing that His light and His
salvation will be your joy and companion into the New Year, I send
you warm greetings with Shalom
from Israel,
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The Night Is Far
Spent, the Day Is
at Hand – Part 2
NORBERT LIETH

It has become very dark in our world, increasingly darker
in every domain—morally, ethically, politically, among the
nations and in Israel: religiously, economically, and concerning climate hysteria, in which creation has been elevated to
a god (Rom 1:23, 25).
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E

conomic collapse could lie
ahead. Technologically,
we’re marching rapidly
toward total control. The sea of
peoples is restless, and the waves
are breaking on all continents.

Our humanity is downright deranged;
it’s unable to distinguish between
light and darkness; it’s groping
in the dark; it has no orientation;
everything operates as if in blind
chaos, confused and against itself;
norms are overthrown; people
stumble because there is no longer
any foothold or guideline; people
are clueless and hopeless. And
this doesn’t stop at the church
door. William Booth, founder of
the Salvation Army, said in his
day, “The chief danger that confronts the coming century will
be religion without the Holy
Spirit, Christianity without Christ,
forgiveness without repentance,
salvation without regeneration,
politics without God, heaven
without hell.”
Theologian Bodo Becker uses
Bible verses to show how deeply
we’ve advanced into the night.

% 1-800-845-2420

Apostasy as a sign of the imminent end: renunciation of God
and His power (2 Tim 3:4-5).
Renunciation of the divine Sonship of Jesus (1 John 2:18; 4:3).
Renunciation of Jesus’ claim to
power (2 Pet 2:1). Renunciation
of Jesus’ return (2 Pet 3:3-4).
Renunciation of the faith (1 Tim
4:1-2; Jude 3). Renunciation of
the Bible and sound doctrine (2
Tim 4:3-4). Renunciation of a
holy lifestyle (2 Tim 3:1-7).
Renunciation of true godliness
(2 Tim 4:3-4). Renunciation of
Christian morality (2 Tim 3:18, 13; Jude 18). Renunciation of
true Christian unity (2 Pet 2:1;
Jude 19). Renunciation of the
fear of God (2 Pet 2:10-12).
Renunciation of humility and
dependence on God (Rev 3:17).
Renunciation of authority (2 Tim
3:4).
A turning toward deceptive
spirits and demons (1 Tim 4:1).
A tendency toward unbiblical
commandments (1 Tim 4:3).
Turning to an immoral lifestyle
(2 Tim 3:1-5; 2 Pet 2:2, 13-14;
Jude 4, 18). A turning toward
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Technologically, we’re marching rapidly toward total control.
us walk honestly, as in the day,
not in rioting and drunkenness,
not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.
5) But put ye on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and 6) make not provision
for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts
thereof” (Rom 13:11-14).
fables and myths (2 Tim 4:4).
Turning to numerous teachers
not appointed by God (2 Tim
4:3). A tendency toward wealth
and arrogance (Rev 3:17). A tendency toward irreverence and
mockery (2 Tim 3:2; 2 Pet 2:1012; 3:3; Jude 18).
It seems that we’re already
falling into the substantial errors
Paul mentions in 2 Thessalonians
2:11. That’s why we should focus
on the basics, namely as those
who “[know] the time, that now
it is high time 1) to awake out
of sleep. For now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed…
2) Let us therefore cast off the
works of darkness, and 3) let us
put on the armor of light. 4) Let

8

What should we do? Wake up, and
come to life. The Amplified Bible
translates this as, “Do this, knowing that this is a critical time. It
is already the hour…” We should
be awakened to action. On a trip
to Egypt, I discovered the following saying along the Nile:
“You can’t get to the other side
of a river by just standing and
wistfully looking over.”
Awaken to prayer. Awaken to
the step you should have been
taking a long time ago. Don’t
sleep away the chance of your
life!
For what else, according to
Paul, should we be awake? Submission to governing authorities,
and not wasting strength on polit-



Cover Story

ical things we can’t change anyway (vv. 1-7). Someone who is
awake keeps the small things
small and lets the big things be
big. We need to put all of our
energy behind governmental
change through Jesus’ return.
Most of this world has been positively changed by the gospel. So,
we shouldn’t be identified by sin,
but by God’s love (vv. 8-10).
The Christian should awaken
to the great theme of Jesus’ return.
I once read that the Lord’s return
is mentioned 1,527 times in the
992 chapters of the Old Testament, and announced 318 times
in the 260 chapters of the New
Testament. It was so uniquely
important for God’s Holy Spirit
to supply this to the writers of
the Bible. But the danger for all
of us is to lose sight of just that;
to become tired, to dream of other
things, and to stop being vigilant.
Someone wrote about this Bible
passage: “It is peculiar and shameful that the Apostle Paul has to
call on believers to arise from
sleep, to look at the biblical
prophetic clock, to recognize the

% 1-800-845-2420

current time period, to throw off
the works of darkness, and to
put on the weapons of light.
Shouldn’t such warnings be redundant?”
In the part of Germany I grew
up in, maypoles were a tradition.
Each village had its maypole up
for a certain period of time, and
villages would try to steal them
from each other. The village with
the most poles at the end would
win. Watch was kept day and
night; people divided the hours
in each day among themselves.
Some went to steal the pole from
another village, while others
ensured that their own wasn’t
stolen.
One time, I was to keep watch.
I felt wide awake. Then I grew a
little sleepy. I thought that closing
my eyes a little wouldn’t hurt,
since the slightest sound would
wake me right up. Besides, it wasn’t easy to silently steal a large,
heavy tree trunk that had been
deeply buried. Suddenly, a teammate nudged me and startled me.
He asked me where the pole was.
I didn’t have the slightest idea,
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Christians must be real. There can’t be any untruthfulness,
hypocrisy, ambiguity, or shadowy existence.

and I was so convinced that I
had been watching! It was
extremely embarrassing to face
all our other friends.
What does a watchman need
to do? He must take his assignment, his mission, seriously. He
should honor his employer and
be loyal to him. He must be proficient in the use of his eyes, ears,
and weapons. To apply this to
ourselves, this means he must
know the Bible. He should be in
constant radio contact with his
superior, and remain in communication. We reflect this in prayer
and in the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit. A watchman must also be
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able to react quickly and
appropriately. He must
not become distracted.
Why has missionary
zeal been lost, personally
and in the church? Or
the desire to glorify Jesus
with our whole lives and
everything we have?
Why have our hearts
become filled with things that are
worthless and ephemeral, while
the things that are spiritually valuable are relegated to the furthest
corner? We’re no longer awake!
We’re no longer Spirit-filled. The
Spirit of God awakens, brings
light, sets priorities, exalts and
glorifies Jesus, is jealous for God’s
cause, and convicts. Catholic radio
preacher Peter Lippert said in his
day, “The world isn’t ignited with
burning candles, but with burning
hearts.” Someone else said, “Only
those who are awake can wake
others.”
A change of clothes is needed:
“Let us therefore cast off the works
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of darkness, and let us put on the
armor of light” (Rom 13:12). Once
the alarm clock has rung, you get
changed. Sleepwear is removed,
and day clothes are put on.
Fritz Binde once said, “Christians don’t wear masks.” Christians
must be real. There can’t be any
untruthfulness, hypocrisy, ambiguity, or shadowy existence. The
works of darkness should be discarded, and the weapons of light
put on. The works of darkness
are works that concern the world,
which is controlled by the prince
of darkness: every kind of sin, selfishness, cheating, greed, abuse,
hatred, lies, war, secrecy, deception,
etc.

Detest evil, and hold fast to good (Rom
12:9b). Keep away from every
kind of evil (1 Thess 5:22).
Become righteously sober and do
not sin (1 Cor 15:34). “Walk as
children of light” (Eph 5:8b).
The weapons of light are the
essence of Jesus Christ: being
clothed in the Word of God, in
love, in faith, in anticipation of
the Lord’s return, employing the

% 1-800-845-2420

gifts of grace, being of the same
mind and direction toward the
goal. We can only be true light
if we fight the works of darkness
in our lives. And that’s only possible with the weapons of light.
The Holy Spirit deliberately chose
this expression. The works of
darkness can only be truly
defeated with the weapons of
light. We are in a battle.
The weapon of love defeats
the works of hate. Some time
ago, I read the biography of
Richard Wurmbrand and his wife
Sabina (Tortured for Christ, by
The Voice of the Martyrs). It
made a lasting impression on me.
The couple chose to love in an
environment of hate; the hardest
people were struck by this
weapon, turning them into
staunch believers.
The weapon of the Holy
Spirit—the Word of God—defeats
the work of lies, smashes doubt
and hopelessness (see the armor
of God in Ephesians 6). When
the communists entered the
Wurmbrands’ house, they were
looking for an excuse to arrest
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“The world isn’t ignited with burning candles, but with burning hearts.”
them. So they asked Sabina about
hidden weapons. She answered,
“This is the only weapon we have
in the house,” and she showed
them her Bible. After having resisted
communist propaganda for years
in prison, Richard Wurmbrand
wrote: “There is only one method
of resistance to brainwashing. This
is ‘heartwashing.’ If the heart is
cleansed by the love of Jesus Christ,
and if the heart loves Him, one
can resist all tortures. Our head
always obeys our heart, and when
Jesus Christ cleanses our heart,
the head will inevitably follow.
‘Of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speaketh’ (Luke 6:45).”
Wurmbrand said of the communists: “I learned from them. As
they allowed no place for Jesus in
their hearts, I decided I would
leave not the smallest place for
Satan in mine.”
We should follow the day’s
instructions: “Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting
and drunkenness, not in chamber-
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ing and wantonness, not in strife
and envying. But put ye on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make not
provision for the flesh, to fulfill
the lusts thereof” (Rom 13:13-14).
After waking up and getting
changed, you leave the house:
“Walk honestly, as in the day.”
I read that it can also be translated
this way: “Go like those who
walk in the day.” The Greek word
euschemon means “gracefully”
or “of good standing.” Walk as
those who walk in the ways of
Christ with good standing. A citizen of heaven lives in the day,
in the sunlight. Everything is visible there; he has a good and pure
testimony. There is nothing hidden, secret, that should be concealed. Paul lists six negative
things that are mentioned in pairs:
“Not in rioting (orgies) and
drunkenness.” These are signs of
lacking self-control and discipline.
Everything you see is blurred. A
clear view, and a firm and certain
step toward the goal are lacking.
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“Not in chambering (sexual
immorality) and wantonness (sensuality).” It’s stressful to see that
adultery and divorce are increasing
among Christians. This is often
because a line has been crossed
into the world, into darkness, and
we are dwelling in the shadow
area. From there, it’s easy to take
the next step into something worse.
“Not in strife and envying.”
James describes quarreling and
jealousy as wisdom from below—
from the devil (James 3:14-17).
Someone once noted that jealousy
is the jaundice of the soul. A
friend of mine wrote: “A church’s
atmosphere is profoundly defined
by what each individual thinks
and says about the others. Even
if we don’t utter a single word
from our lips, our negative attitudes toward others are a low
blow to a wound that, if there is
no cleansing, can disrupt and
destroy an entire church. Conversely, benevolent thoughts and
speech about each other is a divine
radiance, which in turn invigorates
the whole church. We have a lot
of energy in our hands that can
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be used for life or for apathy in
a church […] We can’t see into
another’s heart; only the Lord
can do that. He will reveal the
hidden motivations and decisions
of the heart; why various things
happened, and then each will
receive his praise from God.”

And so we’re called to put on the Lord
Jesus. Yes, but Christ already lives
in us! So, what does the Apostle
Paul mean? We should put on
the nature and the mind of our
Lord. God’s goal is for us to be
of the same mind that Christ Jesus
was (Phil 2:5). We should claim
by faith what He has accomplished for us. “But of him are
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God
is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification,
and redemption” (1 Cor 1:30).
“Wherefore he is able also to save
them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for
them” (Heb 7:25). This leaves
nothing to be desired. We should
be putting on the promises that
God offers us in Christ. As some-
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A change of clothes is needed: “So then let us cast off the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light.”

one once said, “Jesus fulfilled the
condition for God to love you
unconditionally.”
“Make not provision for the
flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.”
This could also be translated
as, “Don’t do anything else that
arouses your desires!” The
fleshly mind is the enemy of
everything spiritual. We’re in
the midst of the struggle between
spirit and flesh (Gal 5:17).
Therefore, it’s important to grow
in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
(2 Pet 3:18).
“For now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed…
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The day is at hand.” So
at the end of the day,
it’s all about the living
hope of our future salvation. We’re assured
of this by a divine guarantee.
Jesus is coming! He
is bringing us into His
kingdom. We share in
His kingdom. We are children
of God, and joint heirs with
Christ, His body. A life with
God the Father and His Son, in
incredible and indescribable
beauty and perfection, is awaiting us! Every earthly quality,
no matter how beautiful, fades
into insignificance. That’s a
strong motivation to do justice
to these things in our lives.
Because of His love for us and
because of our love for Him,
we want to accept the hope He
offers. We need to awaken to
this—now! Yes, don’t just stand
on the riverbank...
(MR0220/1059)

On the

Horizon
BRIEF 
NEWS IN

EGYPT
Scorpion Invasion

Storms and flooding in the southern Egyptian province
of Aswan killed three people and led to 503 others
being stung by scorpions, officials said.

ISRAELI WOMAN
NAMED TOP CEO
orld Biz Magazine
chose two Israeli
chief executive
officers—Hamutal Yitzhak of
Else Nutrition and Shahar
Fogel of Rookout—to
receive “Top 100 Innovation
CEO” awards for 2021.
As No. 1 on the list,
Yitzhak was the subject of a
multipage cover story for her
role in “reshaping infant
nutrition.”
She spent years working
with a team to develop Else
Nutrition, the first plantbased, globally patented
dairy-free and soy-free baby
formula, which hit US store
shelves last March.
World Biz Magazine Editor
in Chief Mike Walters said:
“We received over 40,000
entries for our 2021 awards.
To be selected #1 is a
testament to Hamutal’s
contributions to raising
standards in infant and child
nutrition.”

W

Scorpions are regularly washed into Egypt's streets by heavy
rain and take refuge in houses AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

State media initially attributed the deaths to scorpions
forced into streets and homes by the rainwater.
But the health ministry later said that all of those stung
were treated with anti-venom in hospital and survived.
The three fatalities were soldiers who were electrocuted
when their camp was flooded, the New York Times reported.
Egypt is home to fat-tailed scorpions that are among the
most deadly in the world. Venom from a black fat-tail can kill
humans in under an hour.
Extra doses of anti-venom were provided to medical centers
in villages near mountains and deserts in Aswan after the
scorpion swarm was reported.
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People were also urged to stay at home
and avoid places with many trees.
-www.bbc.com, 16 November 2021

Commentary: When Israel moved
out of Egypt victoriously, they
encountered scorpions in the desert:
“Who led thee through that great
and terrible wilderness, wherein
were fiery serpents, and scorpions,
and drought, where there was no
water; who brought thee forth water
out of the rock of flint” (Deuteronomy 8:15).
In the New Testament, Jesus
admonishes us to ask, to seek, and
to knock in prayer to the Heavenly
Father. He then makes this statement:
“If a son shall ask bread of any of
you that is a father, will he give him
a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he
for a fish give him a serpent? Or if
he shall ask an egg, will he offer him
a scorpion?” (Luke 11:11-12).
In Revelation 9, after the fifth
angel sounds the trumpet, creatures
from the bottomless pit shall ascend:
“And there came out of the smoke
locusts upon the earth: and unto
them was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power” (Revelation 9:3). These are literally
out-of-this-world creatures; they are
called “locusts,” but do something
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locusts don’t do: “And to them it
was given that they should not kill
them, but that they should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a
scorpion, when he
striketh a man”
(verse 5).
7643
(See
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Revelation,

Days
Item

Through
#2301,

$15.99.)

ISRAEL
Tool to Help Read Documents
75% Faster
Amnon Shashua’s AI21 Labs
wants to help you read information faster. The company launched
“Wordtune Read,” an artificial
intelligence-based reading companion designed to summarize
documents and allow readers to
get the information 75% faster.
Wordtune Read uses AI and
machine learning to understand
large amounts of written text and instantly
summarize the key information, helping users
get to the point of long documents straight
away. Users simply upload a PDF or copy
and paste a link of the text they want to read
into the tool.
Within seconds, short snippets appear

On the Horizon

BRIEF 
NEWS IN

ROBOTS TO
REPLACE TROOPS
f you want to send
robots where you don’t
want to send soldiers,
you need a solution for that,”
said Elad Levy, CEO and
founder of Roboteam.
His company, together
with Elbit Systems,
announced the debut of what
they are calling “the
mothership of unmanned
vehicles”: ROOK, a multipayload military 6x6
Unmanned Ground Vehicle
(UGV).
He said the ROOK is the
next step toward enabling
“everything that happens in
the sky” through use of
drones and aerial robots to
occur on the ground and in
the field where soldiers need
it, too.
The company expects the
machine to be used to
deliver supplies, function as
medevac to pull casualties
from the field, take part in
intelligence gathering
missions—including
carrying and dispatching
drones—and serve as a
remote weapons system.

“I
WE WERE intoxicated with technological innovation.
(photo credit: Marvin Meyer/Unsplash)
alongside the text that identify and summarize the main
themes of the document and help users rapidly decipher complex language. Its Spotlight feature can re-summarize the
text from different points of view, putting the emphasis on
the information the user is most interested in.
AI21 Labs is working to open up new technology uses
for language and text. In August, the company released the
world’s largest and most sophisticated language model,
“Jurassic-1 Jumbo,” which can be used in text-based AI
applications to read and understand text and learn to generate
new text explaining it in multiple languages.
AI21 founder Shashua is also the entrepreneur behind
autonomous driving company Mobileye, acquired in 2017 for
$15.3 billion, the largest-ever acquisition of an Israeli company;
OrCam, which develops devices to assist the blind and visually
impaired; and the First Digital Bank, which intends to open
Israel’s first new bank in 43 years online by the end of this
year.
-www.jpost.com, 16 November 2021

-jpost.com
16 November 2021

Commentary: This will be a welcome tool for students,
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saving 75 percent time when reading articles and books. On the other
hand, the ability to read fluently will
decrease, as artificial intelligence can
do my homework.
To accumulate knowledge is definitely recommended, but there is
something better: wisdom. “How
much better is it to get wisdom than
gold! and to get understanding
rather to be chosen than silver!”
(Proverbs 16:16).
As to real knowledge: “Now as
touching things offered unto idols,
we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but
charity edifieth. And if any man
think that he knoweth any thing,
he knoweth nothing yet as he ought
to know. But if any man love God,
the same is known of him” (1
Corinthians 8:1-3).
The apostle Paul gives instruction to his spiritual son Timothy:
“O Timothy, keep that which is
committed to thy trust, avoiding
profane and vain babblings, and
oppositions of science falsely so
called” (1 Timothy 6:20).
What these wonderful new
inventions do is quite remarkable,
but with more scientific knowledge,
dependence on God decreases. 7644
(See Unlocking the Scriptures, Item #2315, $16.99.)
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AUSTRIA
Communist Party Rejects
Boycott of Jews
“Israel’s right to exist is inviolable
for the KPÖ [Communist Party of
Austria]. A boycott of Israeli
goods—as demanded by the BDS
campaign—recalls, against the
background of German-Austrian
history, the disgusting ‘do not buy
from Jews’ propaganda of the
Nazis… [and] is deeply rejected,”
wrote the Austrian communist
party for the state Styria.
The Communist Party of Austria
has its origins in the establishment of the Communist Party of GermanyAustria in 1918. The Austrian Fatherland
Front and Nazis banned the communist
party between 1933-1945. The KPÖ supported the founding of Israel in 1948 but
turned anti-Israel after it defeated Arab
armies in the 1967 Six Day War.
-www.jpost.com, 9 November 2021

Commentary: The rejection of the boycott of Israeli goods by the Communist
Party of Austria came as a surprise
to many.
While communism is associated
with the statement by former President Reagan, “The Evil Empire,”
it is of interest that the communist
Soviet Union was first to recognize

On the Horizon

BRIEF 
NEWS IN

UNRWA FACES
COLLAPSE
he UN Relief and Works
Agency that services
Palestinian refugees is
close to collapse due to
vicious political attacks and
lack of funding, its
commissioner, General
Philippe Lazzarini, told a
donor conference in Brussels.
Lazzarini told reporters that
UNRWA’s budget has been
largely stagnant since 2013,
even though the refugee
population, as well as its
needs, has grown.
UNRWA services 5.7
million Palestinian refugees in
Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Gaza,
the West Bank and east
Jerusalem.
“UNRWA has long been
part of the problem and not
part of the solution,” Israel’s
ambassador to the UN Gilad
Erdan said in a statement from
Jerusalem. “Instead of
functioning as an agency for
humanitarian and educational
assistance, the agency
functions as a political body
that promotes the Hamas
narrative [and] allows
incitement against, and
delegitimization of, Israel to be
written into Palestinian
[school] textbooks.”

T
The Austrian Federal Chancellery, the government building
where the Federal Chancellor and some members of the
Austrian government have their offices hoisted an Israeli flag
on its roof. (photo credit: Office of the Austrian Chancellor)
the State of Israel. That was on 17 May 1948, followed
by Nicaragua, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, and
Poland. The United States extended recognition to
the State of Israel after the first Israeli election on
24 January 1949.
This is not a surprise, because the overwhelming
majority of the signatories of the Declaration of
Independence of Israel were communist-educated
and originated from the former Soviet Union.
Here again we see the mixture between the
various political ideologies. Austria can be considered
a social-capitalist country, while China practices a
communist-social-capitalist ideology—and that
rather successfully.
What is the future? All will
become one, because Bible prophecy
will and must be fulfilled. “All that
dwell upon the earth shall worship
him”—that is, Antichrist.
7640
(See How Democracy Will Elect the Antichrist, Item
#1064, $17.95.)
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ISRAEL
Weizmann Ranks 8th for
Scientific Performance
Israel’s Weizmann Institute of
Science has maintained its reputation as one of the top research
institutions worldwide, with a
recent ranking placing it at No. 8
globally for scientific performance.
The ranking is not subjective and
is based on the number of publications and citations to indicate the quality
of research, as well as the institution’s
size.
Overall, 19% of Weizmann papers were
ranked in the top 10% for scientific impact,
as were over 20% of papers written by
Weizmann’s biomedical and health science
researchers. A total of 2.5% of Weizmann
papers were in the top percentile for scientific
impact, and 65% were in the top half of
those with the greatest impact of all.
Weizmann was also recognized by UMulti-rank 2021, a European Commission
initiative. This saw Weizmann ranked in
the top 25 institutes worldwide for patents
awarded and top-cited publications.
-www.jpost.com, 8 November 2021

Commentary: As the article indicates,
rankings are subject to multiple criteria. But suffice it to say that a small
nation of approximately 9 million
people—while under severe pressure
20

The Weizmann Institute of Science is seen
in Rehovot, Israel. (photo credit:WEIZMANN
INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE)
from declared enemy countries—still
managed to attain such a significant
place in the world.
Christians, of course, know this
is only the beginning. Israel is destined to fulfill prophecy. Here are
the words of God: “For thou art an
holy people unto the Lord thy God:
the Lord thy God hath chosen thee
to be a special people unto himself,
above all people that are upon the
face of the earth. The Lord did not
set his love upon you, nor choose
you, because ye were more in number than any people; for ye were
the fewest of all people: But because
the Lord loved you, and because
he would keep the oath which he
had sworn unto your fathers, hath
the Lord brought you out with a
mighty hand, and redeemed you
out of the house of bondmen, from
the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt”
(Deuteronomy 7:6-8).
7637
(See Israel’s Threefold Exodus, Item #1088, $14.50.)
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The Ancient Way to Keep Cool
Among Yazd’s ancient technologies is the wind
catcher, or bâdgir in Persian. These remarkable
structures are a common sight soaring above the
rooftops of Yazd. They are often rectangular
towers, but they also appear in circular, square,
octagonal and other ornate shapes.

3D-PRINTED,
PLANT-BASED
MEAT

I

The openings of the towers face the prevailing wind, catching
it and funneling it down to the interior below (Credit: Alamy)
Yazd is said to have the most wind catchers in the
world, though they may have originated in ancient
Egypt. In Yazd, the wind catcher soon proved indispensable,
making this part of the hot and arid Iranian Plateau livable.
As a wind catcher requires no electricity to power it, it
is both a cost-efficient and green form of cooling. With conventional mechanical air conditioning already accounting
for a fifth of total electricity consumption globally, ancient
alternatives like the wind catcher are becoming an increasingly
appealing option.
The shape of the tower, alongside factors like the layout
of the house, the direction the tower is facing, how many
openings it has, its configuration of fixed internal blades,
canals and height are all finely tuned to improve the tower’s
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sraeli startup Redefine
Meat will begin offering
3D-printed plant-based
“meat” products at select
high-end restaurants in
Europe, the company
announced.
In doing so, the company
claimed to have “cracked the
holy grail of the alternative
meat industry,” which is
largely producing minced
products that often lack the
fibrous texture found in
animal meat.
Redefine Meat’s range of
products, called New Meat,
now includes the whole cuts,
plus burgers, sausages, lamb
kebabs, and ground beef as it
hopes to become “the
world’s largest meat
company by offering every
single cut that a cow does.”
In Israel, dishes with
Redefine Meat’s products are
sold in some 150 restaurants
and establishments,
according to the company,
including Coffee Bar and
Hotel Montefiore in Tel Aviv.
The company is working
on a launch in the US and
Asia.
-timesofisrael.com
15 November 2021
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ability to draw wind down into the
dwellings below.
Wherever it was first invented, wind
catchers have since become widespread
across the Middle East and North Africa.
Variations of Iran’s wind catchers can
be found in the barjeels of Qatar and
Bahrain, the malqaf of Egypt, the mungh
of Pakistan, and many other places,
notes Fatemeh Jomehzadeh of the University of Technology Malaysia and colleagues.
Parham Kheirkhah Sangdeh has extensively studied the scientific application
and surrounding culture of wind catchers
in contemporary architecture at Ilam
University in Iran. He says inconveniences like pests entering the chutes
and the gathering of dust and desert
debris have meant many have turned
away from traditional wind catchers.
While researchers such as Kheirkhah
Sangdeh argue that the wind catcher
has much more to give in cooling homes
without fossil fuels, this ingenious technology has already migrated further
around the world than you might think.
-www.bbc.com, 10 August 2021

Commentary: Iran, formerly known
as Persia, has in the past had an
intense relationship with the Jewish
people. Wikipedia states: “Persian
Jews have lived in the territories
22

of today’s Iran for over 2,700
years.” An article from the Library
of Congress reads: “Over the centuries, the Jews of Iran became
physically, culturally, and linguistically indistinguishable from the
non-Jewish population.” Did Jews
have a hand in these ancient, windcooled towers? That’s difficult to
determine.
However, these wind catchers—
although emission-free, thus environmentally friendly—are definitely
limited to certain geographic areas.
Comparatively, the wind catchers
have little to no chance of replacing
modern air conditioners.
We publish excerpts of this interesting article because of the Jewish
connection to Persia/Iran in better
days. Here we must quote 2 Chronicles 36:23: “Thus saith Cyrus king
of Persia, All the kingdoms of the
earth hath the Lord God of heaven
given me; and he hath charged me
to build him an house in Jerusalem,
which is in Judah. Who is there
among you of all his people? The
Lord his God be with
him, and let him go
up.”
7638
(See What About the Third
Temple? Item #1091, $4.50.)
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Commentary: Gaza is ruled by

Joint Industrial Zone in Gaza?
Is Arazim—the name of the industrial area shared by Israel and
Gaza—really about to happen?
Maariv learned that a significant
planning phase has been completed
that examined the feasibility of
establishing an industrial zone—in
Israeli territory, near the ruins of the
Erez industrial zone, which Israel
demolished in 2004 prior to the disengagement from the Gaza Strip.
According to various estimates,
it will be possible to employ
thousands of workers in the planned
industrial area. Meanwhile, with regard
to the movement of merchants from the
Gaza Strip, the data available to the
defense establishment show that after
setting the quota at 10,000 merchants
who can enter daily, the entry of more
than 7,000 citizens in Gaza who have a
permit and leave for Israel has already
been approved.
Although officially these are supposed
to be merchants, the vast majority are
employed as workers, including workers
in agriculture who, after 15 years of disengagement, returned to work in the
fields of kibbutzim in Gaza border communities. The defense establishment is
now seeking to regulate permits for workers as well.

Hamas, declared to be a terrorist
organization by 31 nations. Australia, New Zealand, Paraguay, and
the United Kingdom only designate
the military wing of Hamas as a
terrorist entity.
Now the question: is it possible
to create an industrial zone to help
alleviate the virtually catastrophic
unemployment of Gaza residents?
Here we can only say, time will tell.
While we recognize that borders
exist to separate countries, do they
really work? Quite obviously, only
to a limited degree. Another article
by the Jerusalem Post claimed that
over 25,000 illegal immigrants are
in Israel. How is that possible?
There are multiple ways, as people
desperate and in need will find
loopholes. While Israel is one of
the most secure nations in the
world, to keep out the unwanted
seems all but impossible.
Here again, a glimmer of hope
appears on the horizon—building
an industrial zone on Israeli land
for Gaza residents to
produce merchandise.
7641

-www.jpost.com, 12 November 2021
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(See Fast Facts on the Middle
East Conflict, Item

#2195,

$11.99.)
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“And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said,
We are witnesses. The Lord make the woman that is come into
thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the
house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be
famous in Bethlehem” (Ruth 4:11).
BY ARNO FROESE

I

t was the Gentile widow Ruth
who received the wonderful
promise, “The Lord make the
woman that is come into thine
house like Rachel and like Leah,
which two did build the house of
Israel.” These words were uttered
by the people and the elders.
Later, when Boaz married Ruth
and a son was born, the women of
Bethlehem made this prophecy:
“that his name may be famous in
Israel” (verse 14b). The women enlarged the promise from “famous in
Bethlehem” to “famous in Israel.”
Almost 600 years later, we read
another prophecy: “But thou,
Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou
be little among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall he
come forth unto me that is to be

24

ruler in Israel; whose goings forth
have been from of old, from everlasting” (Micah 5:2). While Bethlehem is somewhat insignificant
when compared to other cities in
Judea, the promise is irrevocable:
the Ruler of Israel shall come forth,
and His “goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting”—
meaning eternity.
Insignificant, little Bethlehem
became the territory where God revealed Himself in the flesh.
Speaking of Rachel, she died
when she gave birth to Benjamin.
We read in Genesis 35:18: “And it
came to pass, as her soul was in
departing, (for she died) that she
called his name Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin.” For
Rachel, it was Benoni, “the son of

To visit Bethlehem as a tourist, one needs to go to an
exchange point located outside the city. There you must
disembark the Israeli vehicle and board a Palestinian bus
or taxi, which takes you into Bethlehem.
my sorrow,” but Jacob changed the
name to Benjamin, which means,
“the son of my right hand.” Benjamin was the first tribe integrated
into the tribe of Judah, hence became Jews.
Before Jacob died and before he
blessed his son and grandsons, he
speaks of the death of Rachel: “And
as for me, when I came from Padan,
Rachel died by me in the land of
Canaan in the way, when yet there
was but a little way to come unto
Ephrath: and I buried her there in
the way of Ephrath; the same is
Bethlehem” (Genesis 48:7). That
burial place, called Rachel’s Tomb, is
located at the northern entrance of
Bethlehem. It is part of Palestinian
territory and difficult for visitors to
access. That is another tragedy for
Israel.
In the New Testament, we read
the genealogy from Abraham to
Joseph, the husband of Mary. Ruth
is mentioned: “And Salmon begat

% 1-800-845-2420

Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat
Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat
Jesse” (Matthew 1:5).
Bethlehem Today
The Arab name for this city is Bayt
Lahm, which means “house of
meat.” In Hebrew it means “house
of bread.” Today, this little town is
located in the Judean hills some 8
kilometers south of Jerusalem. It is
no longer considered part of Israel.
To visit Bethlehem as a tourist,
one needs to go to an exchange
point located outside the city.
There you must disembark the Israeli vehicle and board a Palestinian bus or taxi, which takes you
into Bethlehem.
Cities of Refuge
We know from Joshua 14:3-4,
21:1-45, and Numbers 35:6-15,
that six cities were ordained to be
cities of refuge. Three—Hebron,
Shechem, and Kedesh—are in

Visit midnightcall.com

DECEMBER 2021

25

MIDNIGHT CALL

what is now called Palestinian territory. To the east of the Jordan,
there are the cities of Bezer,
Ramoth in Gilead, and Golan in
Bashan; subsequently called Jordanian territory.
When one views today’s political
reality, there shockingly seems to
be no refuge for Israel as outlined
in Holy Scripture.
Bethlehem today has a population under 30,000, of which about
17% are adherents to the Christian
religion, although not necessarily
believers.
In summary, today virtually no
Jews live in Bethlehem or in the six

cities of refuge. For Bible believers,
that sounds rather hopeless. But it
is not, for the prophetic Word proclaims: “I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely: for
mine anger is turned away from
him. I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall grow as the lily, and
cast forth his roots as Lebanon. His
branches shall spread, and his
beauty shall be as the olive tree,
and his smell as Lebanon. They
that dwell under his shadow shall
return; they shall revive as the
corn, and grow as the vine: the
scent thereof shall be as the wine
of Lebanon” (Hosea 14:4-7). NFI
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Preparing for the Upcoming
Conflict or Natural Disaster
“He shall cover you with His feathers, and under
His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be
your shield and buckler. You shall not be afraid of
the terror by night, nor of the arrow that flies by
day, nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness,
nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday” (Psalm 91:4-6).
By David Phillips Project Manager

I

n recent months, you have
probably followed the news
and what has been going on in
Afghanistan, as well as what has
been happening all around us here
in Israel. A stream of refugees fled
into Turkey and Europe, and some
into Iran, joining forces there. We
are aware of this situation and thus
have kept an even closer eye on
our neighbors, to keep abreast of
what they’re planning and what
their next move will be. All of our
neighboring countries are Muslim
and are still on our watch list, es-
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pecially Lebanon. At present, it is
on very shaky ground. Over the
last decades, Lebanon has grown
more and more unstable, and right
now there is great tension. Our enemy Hezbollah is attempting to
usurp rulership in Lebanon, and
we do not know where this will
lead.
While writing this article, all is
quiet, but we realize this could
change in the blink of an eye and
at any moment. We appreciate and
ask for your prayers, especially
during times like these.
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Israeli officials, including the
Ministry of Defense, Ministry of
Welfare, and the Home Front
Command, have urged us to upgrade our protection for the
Home, to prepare for any upcoming events. We need to ensure (to
the extent we can) that the residents and those who are visiting
Ebenezer Home, will be safe and
will have fewer chances of being
injured in the event of a missile
attack with explosions nearby.
It required us to cover all our
glass windows with a transparent,
200 micro-millimeter polymer
sheathing that sticks onto the
glass. This would prevent glass
shards from flying onto the
nearby residents and/or staff if an
explosion happens.
It’s an enormous burden on us,
as we have many, many windows,
but we understand the absolute
necessity of complying with these
newest requirements! We will
continue to do whatever is within
our power to seek the safety and
protection of our residents and
team.

28

We don’t know of another material that could provide protection from flying glass shards as
this specially designed polymer
does. Yes, we realize that ultimately, our protection and help
comes from our Savior Yeshua: as
the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob says in
the introductory verses, HE will
cover us! But we must also be prudent and do whatever is within
our power to care for those whom
HE has entrusted to Ebenezer.
For this reason, we are dedicating this month to raising the
needed finances to cover the cost
of this project. We have put together a video for you about it,
which you can view on our
YouTube channel: Ebenezer Senior Citizens Home.
We are in need of 3665 square
feet of this polymer sheathing for
our glass windows. For every 50
sq. ft covered, it costs $145. Will
you join us in helping with the
expense of this task?
Thank you for your support,
and for helping us save and pro-
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6Protected window stays put with no flying glass

tect lives in the event of an emergency. During past wars, we have
seen shards of glass from windows flying around, and we
would like to prevent this from
ever happening again in the event
of any upcoming future conflict.

Not to mention the potential for a
nature disaster such as an earthquake, as we are also in an earthquake zone.
This polymer sheathing will go
a long way in preventing injuries
and saving precious lives!
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Your family, relatives and friends need to be updated on events taking place today
as they relate to the eternal Word of God. What better way to do that than by
sending a gift subscription that keeps coming to them 12 times a year?
¶ Yes! Please send a one-year gift subscription of News From Israel for the low price
of $10 to the name listed below (US addresses only). Sorry, not valid for
subscription renewals.

My Name: __________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
City: ________________________________________________
State: ________________ Zip: __________________________

q Check/Money Order q Visa/MC/Disc/Amex

Recipient’s
Name: ____________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________
City: ______________________________________________

Card# ____________________________________Exp.______

State: __________________ Zip: ______________________

Security Code:__________Phone:________________________

q Make this anonymous

Email: ______________________________________________

(US addresses only)

SHIPPING

FREE

$15.99 New Author: Amanda Hope Haley

ITEM #2384 • 208 pgs. • Paperback

THE RED-HAIRED ARCHAEOLOGIST DIGS ISRAEL

NEW

Travel Israel—past
and present—to learn
about its people and
its God.

≈

-

Call 1-800-845-2420,
8 am—5 pm EST with
your credit card ready.

Select your preference
on the order form on
pages 30-31 and mail it
to us with payment.
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Visit our online bookstore:
midnightcall.com/store

3 Easy Ways To Order

Midnight Call Ministries
PO Box 84309
Lexington, SC 29073

