huhwmﬂlm 0|c for the Endtimes

WORLD FOCUS Dedline of World Populatlon Europe to Become World's Super-Regulator in Al

Li?m q‘j ) | " ol
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these small booklets!

THE COMING MusLIM
INVASION?

“Our Bible does not speak of a
Muslim invasion, nor does it
indicate that there will be such
a danger, but it does speak of
the invasion and dominance of
Churchianity. Satan, the father
of lies, the murderer from the
beginning, has been very suc-
cessful at deceiving the nations
of the world into believing that
if they can defeat their imagined
enemy—in this case, interna-
tional terrorism—then the
world can live in peace and se-
curity.”

—Arno Froese
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DANIEL'S SEVENTY WEEKS

THE GREATEST TURNING

THE SEVEN DISPENSATIONS

OF YEARS

“The deepest meaning of
prophecy is that God portrays
Himself to man as the incom-
parable One, the true One, the
One who offers security and
certainty, in whom man can
find salvation. The greatest
part of all the prophecies, how-
ever, are those that refer to the
Messiah, Jesus Christ, for in
Him God came to a lost and
wandering humanity, and
through Him He brings the
people back who accept His
offer of salvation.”

— Norbert Lieth
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PoinT

In recent history, there have
been various great turning
points. We are now in the
midst of an economic turning
point, and for some time a
political turning point has
been taking place all over the
world. Yet the Bible speaks
of a turning point which will
characterize society in the
last days.

- Norbert Lieth

ITEM #1075 + 16 pgs.
$275
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IN THE BIBLE

“God cannot be taken by sur-
prise at anything. He has His
plan and will pursue it until its
fulfillment, however much man
fails.”

This booklet was created to
combine Norbert Lieth’s four
articles on “The Seven Dispen-
sations in the Bible” into one
handy resource.
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How To WALK WiTH Gob

The simple Bible message contained in this booklet has become a
powerful tool in the hands of many believers. In easy-to-understand
terms, Dr. Wim Malgo defines the good, the acceptable, and the
perfect will of God for the believer.
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THE BiBLE IS TRUE

We know the authenticity and dependability of the Word

of God, but do we know why the Bible is true? Could we
Scripturally defend it if we had to? Dr. Gertrud Wasserzug-
Traeder delves into the truth of God’s Word in a brilliant defense
of its inspiration and reliability.
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SEVEN SIGNS OF A BORN AGAIN PERSON

“Many church members will go to hell unless they experience
the new birth. It is my earnest prayer, dear reader, that your
eyes may be opened today, so that you will see the true state of
your soul. The Bible gives us unmistakably clear signs of a born
again person.” - Wim Malgo
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The Most Important Word
in World History:Part 1

By Stephan Beitze

The Law’s demands are fulfilled through Jesus. And,
because of this, the righteousness He blankets us in is
complete.We are justified before God because the debt
is paid.

E} 1 0 Money: Ends and Trends

World Geopolitics by the Bible: Whither America? - Part 2
By Wilfred Hahn

13 Is Hell Eternal? - Part 1 By Dr Ron J. Bigalke

17 Waiting for Jesus? Determining Where You Stand

André Beitze

20 Congregational Singing—Forbidden? Part 1

By Dr. Roger Liebi

23 What Is the Lord’s Double-edged Sword? by win Malgo

36 Covid Anxiety, Climate Panic, and wr;
Apocalypse Phobia:Part 2 sy johamnes Pflaum & ﬂu

4 Editorial .......... .o By Norbert Lieth
3 2 Actionforlsrael ...ttt By Arno Froese
34 FellowLaborers .............. ... By Jonathan Malgo
3 5 The Ebenezer Home - Haifa,Israel ...........................oooe L. By David Phillips
40 LetterstotheEditor .............. ...t By Arno Froese

OLIGARCH BILLIONAIRES...JERUSALEM TRODDEN DOWN...JESUS MOVIES

25 worLD
Decline of World
Population

26 ECUADOR
‘Darwin’s Arch’ Collapses

28 DRC

Children Exploited for
Better Batteries
28 TURKEY =
Dumping

Ground for

Plastic

Waste

30 usa
Americans Leaving
Religion

31 e
Europe to
Become
World’s
Super-
Regulator in Al

Midnight Call

JULY 2021



MIDNIGHT CALL

MIDNIGHT CALL

Pseudo-Happiness

By Norbert Lieth

Director of Missions, Midnight Call International

Dear Friends,

Leviticus chapter 10 begins by relat-
ing a shocking event: two sons of Aaron
the priest brought “strange fire” as in-
cense before the Lord, and were met with
immediate death. “And Nadab and
Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of
them his censer, and put fire therein, and
put incense thereon, and offered strange
fire before the LORD, which he com-
manded them not. And there went out
fire from the LORD, and devoured them,
and they died before the LORD” (Leviti-
cus 10:1-2).

Why such a harsh verdict? They
should have taken fire from the one al-
ready burning on the altar, which the
Lord had lit (Leviticus 9:24; 16:12). In-
stead, they took fire that they had kin-
dled themselves. The altar is a picture of
Calvary, where God’s fire has been burn-
ing and mankind’s salvation was ignited.
Whoever ignores Calvary, thinking he
can approach God and obtain salvation
on account of his own good works, is in
grave error; in fact, he is in great danger
of losing eternal life.

In various ways, our present time of-
fers a pseudo-happiness which man can
create himself, without God. Much on
this subject is written and debated, and
advice is freely given. A while ago, a
magazine cover carried the following ti-
tle: “How to Achieve Happiness.” The ar-
ticle states that happiness can be
learned. For instance: “Make your bed
every day—then, when the whole day
goes wrong, you will have accomplished
this one thing and have done it right.”
So, this will bring happiness? “Dance in
your kitchen to your favorite music.” But
what if I don't feel like dancing: the dirty
dishes are piled high, the children are
getting into some trouble, or I can’t get a
particular worry off my mind. “Pause
every so often and take some deep
breaths, or contemplate another person
or a specific object.” Just proper breath-
ing or admiring that beautiful car and,
bingo, I am happy? Really?

The question arises: isn’'t all of this
“strange fire”? Pseudo-happiness that
will not stand the test of real life? One
looks for happiness in many places in-
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EDITOR'S NOTE

stead of at Calvary and the empty tomb. “Contemplate a person” was
one of the suggestions given and, yes, I can accept that... But it has to
be the right person: Jesus Christ! To many this will sound unreason-
able, even ridiculous, but not to those who know Him. Happiness
does indeed have a name, and it is found in our Lord Jesus.

Happiness is not a matter of exalted, noble emotions. Christians
are familiar with grief; they know sadness. Happiness resides in the
certain hope of a new life, here and now and for eternity. That is why
Paul said: “Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will never count
against them”(Rom 4:8, NIV). When man fell into sin, happiness was
lost. It could only be retrieved by victory over sin, which Jesus Christ
accomplished for us through His death and resurrection.

The famous physicist and philosopher Blaise Pascal was a devout
believer, and is quoted as saying: “Happiness is not outside nor inside
of us; it resides in God, and when we have found Him, it is every-
where.” Allow me therefore to pass on the following observation:
good, Christ-centered literature helps find the way to happiness. And
the best source is the Bible. m¢
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OUR TASK

Midnight Call Ministries is a nonprofit missionary organization,
dedicated to proclaiming the entire Bible as the unfailing and eternal
written Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and the unerring
guide for the Christian faith.

The object of Midnight Call is to call people everywhere to Christ,
to proclaim the return of Christ, to prepare Christians for His com-
ing, and to uphold the faith and warn of false doctrines. Midnight
Call magazine is available in twelve languages. All work done
through radio, literature and missionaries is supported entirely by the
gifts and free will offerings of God’s people.

STATEMENT OF FAITH

'WE BELIEVE in the divine inspiration of the whole Bible and there-
with the infallibility of the Holy Scripture, which is God’s Word, and
in the eternal Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was conceived of the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, lived a sinless life, and shed His
blood to save mankind. He died and arose bodily the third day and
later ascended into heaven.

'WE BELIEVE that the Lord Jesus Christ died in the place of each
individual sinner and that all who believe in Him as their personal
Savior are justified through His shed blood and have become
children of God.

‘WE BELIEVE that Israel is God’s chosen people, and that the
restoration of the Jews to their own land is the fulfillment of the
Word of God.

'WE BELIEVE in the pre-tribulational appearance of Jesus Christ for
the Rapture of His Church (all born again believers).

‘WE BELIEVE in the immortality of our souls and the resurrection of our
bodies, and in the resurrection of the just and the unjust, the everlasting
blessedness of the saved and the everlasting punishment of the lost.
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Stephan Beitze

Our Lord’s shout on the cross, Tetelestai! or, “It is finished!” is the most
important word in world history. But what does it actually mean?

finished!” The Law had been fulfilled. Jesus ful-

filled the entire Law, without ever having
sinned Himself—from His obedience to His earthly
parents, up to and including the last moment of His
life. In Galatians 4:4, the Apostle says that Jesus had
been “born under the law.” Although He was above it
as the Giver of the Law, he placed Himself under it.
Although He was the only one who fulfilled the

E ; everal aspects are recognizable in the cry, “It is

6 MIDNIGHT CALL

whole Law, He had to bear the punishment of the
Law—that is, death—because He took our guilt upon
Himself. The innocent One was judged as one who
was guilty, “to redeem those who were under the law,
so that we might receive adoption as sons” (v. 5).

The only just One bore the guilt of all the others
who could never fulfill the Law and stand under
God’s judgment. The Law’s demands are fulfilled
through Jesus. And because of this, the righteousness

Visit midnightcall.com



CO0OVER STORY

He blankets us in is complete. We are justified before
God because the debt is paid. Nobody needs to be far
from God any longer, because the debt of all people
has been paid, once and for all. If a person accepts
this in faith, he becomes a child of God because, “It
is finished!”

Christ also fulfilled Old Testament prophecy on
the Cross. John 19 even says, “to fulfill the Scrip-
ture” (vv. 24, 28) twice. Fulfillment of Scripture was
accomplished in the life and death of the Lord. Over
300 prophecies have been fulfilled through His life,
death, resurrection, and ascension. There is nothing
remotely like it in all of secular literature or other re-
ligions. The Bible is unique, and continually speaks
of the One who is unique. The Lord’s mandate and
will from the beginning was the fulfillment of the
Word. In His last days before His death, the Lord
said to His disciples, “See, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and everything that is written about the
Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.
For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will
be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon.
And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the
third day he will rise” (Luke 18:31-33).

The Lord Jesus was always concerned with fulfill-
ing the Scriptures. Just consider Psalms 22—69 and
Isaiah 53, and we can see how—and how many—
Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled. Even inde-
cisive Pilate didn’t allow himself to be dissuaded
from naming Jesus as “King of the Jews,” so that var-
ious Scriptures would be fulfilled that said the Mes-
siah would come as King.

With His statement,“l thirst,” the Lord fulfilled Psalm
69:21, where it is written, “They gave me poison for
food, and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to

= 1-800-845-2420

Over 300 prophecies have been
fulfilled through Jesus’ life,
death, resurrection, and
ascension.

drink.” One would think that this was just a minor
detail. After everything that had already been ful-
filled, would it even matter if such a small (and per-
haps unclear) prophecy went unfulfilled? Of course,
the Lord was extremely thirsty, but just before His
death He was still fulfilling prophecy with the last of
His strength.

When He appeared to the disciples on the way to
Emmaus after His resurrection, He said, “These are
my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you, that everything written about me in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be ful-
filled” (Luke 24:44). In Acts 13:29, Paul says, “And
when they had carried out all that was written of
him, they took him down from the tree and laid him
in a tomb.”

When you see how precisely the statements were
fulfilled in Jesus, hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of years after they were made, you can’t help
but believe in the God of Scripture and in Him of
whom these prophecies speak. The Old Testament
was fulfilled in Jesus because, “It is finished!”

Not only were the direct prophecies fulfilled, but also
prophetic images (so-called typologies of the Old
Testament) which pointed to Jesus’ death. The lamb,
the serpent raised up in the desert, sacrifices, Jonah,
and more are all examples. The Passover festival of-
fers a special preview of what Jesus accomplished on
the Cross, down to the last detail (for example, the
use of hyssop). When Jesus said, “I thirst,” a sponge
with vinegar was attached to hyssop and held to His
lips. We can find this idea earlier in Exodus 12:22. In
order to be protected from the plague of the death of
the firstborn, carried out by the angel of judgment,
the Israelites had to spread the blood of the Passover
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The Most Important Word in World History: Part 1

Although He was above it as the Giver of the Law, He placed Himself under it.
Although He was the only One who fulfilled the whole Law, He had to bear the
punishment of the Law—that is, death—because He took our guilt upon

Himself.

lamb on the doorframe with a “bunch of hyssop.”
This was the only way that judgment would pass
them by. The parallel to the Passover lamb is obvi-
ous: judgment will pass by anyone who applies the
blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, to his life by believ-
ing in Jesus’ work of redemption on the Cross. Such
a person is saved.

All typological sacrifices found their fulfillment in
Jesus’ death, and since then have no longer been nec-
essary.

We find this foreshadowing of Jesus’ work at the
very beginning of humanity. For the Lord to clothe
Adam and Eve, an animal had to die. This is a sym-
bol of the garment of righteousness that we are able
to receive through Jesus; or, if we are believers, have
already received.

Abel’s sacrifice was a fragrance before God, like
that of the Lord Jesus.

On the basis of a sacrifice, there was an eternal
covenant between God and Abraham and his de-
scendants. Jesus' death is the eternal promise that
everyone who enters into the covenant with Him
will be God’s possession for all eternity.

The Passover lamb alone should suffice for us to
understand salvation. Just as the Israelites under the
protection of the lamb’s blood, were the only ones
saved from the judgment of death, so today only
those who identify with Jesus’ sacrifice are actually
saved from the judgment of death and will live for-
ever.

Since the time of Moses, countless thousands of
innocent animals have died. Every day the priests
had to slaughter all kinds of animals. Imagine this
situation: An Israelite comes into the tabernacle (or
later, the temple) dejected, and the priest asks,
“Whats wrong?” The Israelite replies, “I have
sinned, and I've brought this lamb so that God may
forgive me of this sin.” While the Israelite places his
hands on the animal’s head as a sign of identification,

8 MIDNIGHT CALL

the priest draws out the knife and the blood flows. ..
The Israelite goes on his way relieved. An innocent
animal died for his guilt. But it may not even be a
few days before the same Israelite is back, leading
another animal. He has sinned again. The priest may
be asking himself, “Will this killing never end?”

These sacrifices were ordained by God Himself,
because only blood could atone for sin. The Is-
raelites saw how seriously God takes sin, and how
the guilt of sin could only be lifted by the death of an
innocent creature, whose blood was shed. Rivers of
blood have flowed since then.

The Day of Atonement was very special. The high
priest had to slaughter a male goat for the sins of the
entire people, and sprinkle the blood into the Holy
of Holies before God on the Mercy Seat, the lid of the
Ark. The people were reconciled to God in this way,
but it had to be repeated over and over, year after
year. The bloodshed never stopped. It was mon-
strous.

The prophet Isaiah references Jesus as the Lamb of
God. The familiar passage in the book of Isaiah
reads: “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried
our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten
by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray; we [you and I] have
turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD
has laid on him [Jesus] the iniquity of us all. He was
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not
his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so
he opened not his mouth” (Is 53:4-7).

Centuries later, when John the Baptist saw the
Lord Jesus, he exclaimed twice in admiration: “Be-
hold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world!” (John 1:29, 36).
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Hyssop

When Jesus said, “| thirst,”

a sponge with vinegar was attached
to hyssop and held to His lips.

We can find this idea earlier in Exodus 12:22.

In order to be protected from the plague of the death of the firstborn, carried out
by the angel of judgment, the Israelites had to spread the blood of the Passover
lamb on the doorframe with a “bunch of hyssop.”

Do we recognize how seriously God takes sin? Do
we see how necessary it was for the Lord to shed His
blood? The Apostle John writes, “He is the propitia-
tion for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the
sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:2).

Then we can understand the writer of the Letter to
the Hebrews, who repeats the words, “once for all”
with relief. For example, in Hebrews 9:12-14: “he en-
tered once for all into the holy places, not by means of
the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own
blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. For if the
blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled
persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the pu-
rification of the flesh, how much more will the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered him-
self without blemish to God, purify our conscience
from dead works to serve the living God.”

Bearing this in mind, we can understand the Apos-
tle Peter so much better when he shows us the great
value of Jesus’ blood: “knowing that you were ran-
somed from the futile ways inherited from your fore-
fathers, not with perishable things such as silver or
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that
of a lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Pet 1:18-19).
The bloodshed has come to an end because, “It is fin-
ished!” The Lamb of God bore our guilt. Jesus had to
be separated from the Father so that we could have
fellowship with Him. He had to die so that we could
have eternal life. John 19:30 clearly testifies to His
death: “he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.”
Through His death we can have life, and life abun-
dantly because, “It is finished!”

=1-800-

But the Lord Jesus did not just fulfill the Word of
God; He Himself is the Word (John 1:1), and He gave
it to us. He is the incarnate Word of God, through
whom the world was created and salvation accom-
plished. This Word is God’s last revelation to
mankind: “Long ago, at many times and in many
ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but
in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through
whom also he created the world” (Heb 1:1-2).

One might think that this isn’t entirely true, since
after Jesus’ life, speeches, and work on this earth, the
apostles came, who gave us the New Testament. But
they too received what they wrote from the Lord. Je-
sus Himself foretold this: “When the Spirit of truth
comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will
not speak on his own authority, but whatever he
hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will
take what is mine and declare it to you” (John 16:13-
14).

This also includes the Book of Revelation. We of-
ten think that Revelation’s main theme is prophecy
of what will happen in the future. Although this is
partly true, we are told right at the beginning of the
book: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave him to show to his servants the things that
must soon take place. He made it known by sending
his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to
the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus
Christ, even to all that he saw” (Rev 1:1-2).

(MR0420/1130)
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WORLD GEOPOLITICS BY THE BIBLE:
WHITHER AMERICA? - Parr2

By Wilfred Hahn

here are we on that timeline today? Our
generation is currently living at the tail
end of the 6th “heads” rule ... and the

7th is about to be unveiled in the near future. There
is yet one more world ruler that follows the 7th
head (but not shown as a head). This one is very
evil and will be discussed briefly at a later time.

Knowing the times, just what are the implica-
tions? A period of rapid tumult yet lies ahead. And
there will be some major impacts upon America, as
we will reveal at the end of this series.

The “heads” that have had their time of rulership
to date in our view are Egypt, Assyria, Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome (pending). The
reader may have noted that these only add to a total
of six. Have we miscalculated? No, because there are
yet two following forms of Roman rule to unfold.
The first of these is denoted by the 7th head with
the 10 horns. (See the prophecies and visions re-
garding these heads found in Revelation 12, 13, 17
and the book of Daniel 2, 7.)

As we proceed with our examination of the topic
of the 7 heads and 10 horns of Bible prophecy, let’s
adopt a few naming conventions. There are a con-

10 MIDNIGHT CALL

In the previous Part I of this series, we made a claim stating that there will be
only seven major world Gentile rulerships before the endtime Tribulation be-
gins. These are all depicted as heads in the visions shown in Revelation 12,
13, and 17. This is the geopolitical chronology set by the Bible with respect
to the timeline of the Hebrews ... historically and prophetically.

fusing array of kings and heads and beasts men-
tioned in Daniel and Revelation, to which we will re-
fer in this study.

For the sake of expediency, lets then agree to
name the 7 historical kings that are shown as 7 heads
(Revelation 12, 13, 17) as the Ruler Kings (RK), and
the last-day 10 kings (shown as horns) as the 10K.

Correcting Wrongheadedness
Before launching into our study of the 7 heads, may
we clear a few misconceptions at the outset. A most
misleading and frequent error is to assume that the
period of rulership for each of these 7 unfolds con-
temporaneously rather than sequentially. This is
wrong. The seven hegemons follow each another.
Once one is vanquished, the next comes on the
scene. Those who are superseded are then allowed
to remain on earth as lesser nations. For example,
Persia once ruled the known world at one time. To-
day, called Iran, it is a relatively weak power player
geopolitically.

Much prophecy interpretation has gone wrong (fal-
tered) exactly on this very point. Many have tended to
see these 7 heads as existing at the same time. The con-
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WORLD GEOPOLITICS BY THE BIBLE: WHITHER AMERICA? — PART 2

The Bible can corroborate some historical aspects of the world, but we
must remember that the narrative of the Bible is focused on chronicling

the salvation plan of God.

sequences have been disastrous for the credibility of
Bible prophecy. Countless candidates have been cited
down through the centuries ... all of them incorrect.

Maintaining a correct heading, we must mention
that some prophecy teachers identify the 7th head
(ruler) as the Revived Roman Empire. We do not hold
this view. Rather, we are more accommodative to the
perspective that a revived Roman influence upon the
world takes place during the latter period of the sixth
head’ reign.

This is the “head” that is shown as being wounded
by a sword “as unto death,” and which then recuper-
ates (this being mentioned three times—Revelation
13:3, 12, 14). In our interpretation, this near-death
wound has already long been healed. The Roman sys-
tems continue to strongly dominate much of the world
today.

Before we move on with our topic of World Geopol-
itics by the Bible, we make one last comment about the
Roman ruler that will be revealed very near the onset of
the Tribulation Period. Revelation 17:11 says that “[...]
even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth
into perdition.”

He is the Antichrist. He is depicted in many forms in
the Bible—for example, as a small horn (Daniel 7:8; an
imposing horn [v. 20] and other identities).

When he finally does come on the world scene, the
beast with 7 heads and 10 horns, shown in Revelation
17, will no longer be in power. It will have become su-
perseded by the Antichrist. As such, “the great prosti-
tute, who sits by many waters” and comfortably rode
the beast, has been “burned” (Revelation 17:16) and
bucked off.

This is a study for another occasion. Our focus at
this point in the series remains the 7 heads on the beast
in Revelation 12, 13 and 17, and the counterpart Scrip-
tures in the Old Testament.

Why Study the Seven Heads?
The heads in Bible prophecy are a symbol of ruler-
ship ... especially so if depicted as having golden
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crowns on their heads. For example, Revelation
12:3 shows the beast (red dragon) as having its
seven heads crowned. This is the beast that repre-
sents the geopolitical, Satan-driven persecution of
the Hebrews down continuously through Bible his-
tory.

Earlier, we claimed to know the identities of all
the ruler heads (rulers). We had not yet presented
the supporting Biblical proofs for our opinions. We
will do so now.

Just what qualifying criteria should one use to
identify a “major world rulership,” in the geopoliti-
cal timeline that the Bible presents? Just where do
we find proofs for the identity of these seven major
kingdoms in the Bible?

Of course, all these answers are found in Scrip-
ture. As was mentioned at the start of this series, we
are studying a narrow timeline partial to the Jews—
what is presented in the Bible—not the total width
and breadth of secular history.

Of course, the Bible can corroborate some histor-
ical aspects of the world, but we must remember
that the narrative of the Bible is focused on chroni-
cling the salvation plan of God. That is why the
Bible tracks the history of the Hebrews (the servant
Israel) and buttresses this with prophecy (past, pre-
sent and future).

As such, we can prove the identities of the 7 his-
torical oppressors of the Hebrews from the Bible. A
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Many claim that the word “rapture” is not mentioned in Scripture.
Does that then invalidate this doctrine? Not at all. Other Bible
prophecy also falls into this same category.

AR

shallow or incomplete study of the Scriptures on
these matters will lead to possible inconclusive-
ness. As an example, we recall a vitriolic reply di-
rectly to this question, received some years ago
from a reader. He insisted that because many of
these kingdoms (heads) were not specifically
named in the respective apocalyptic literature of
the Bible, that their identity therefore was not
valid.

In specific, he claimed that the Roman Empire
was not expressly named ... nor the fourth king-
dom mentioned in Daniel. Actually, all the spe-
cific names of the 7 RK shown in Revelation 12,
13 and 17 are not mentioned by name. The heads
are numbered but not named.

But that does not mean we cannot deduce their
identity.

When combining the various facts, references,
and actions of these kingdoms throughout the en-
tire Bible, the conclusions become compelling. In
fact, we would even say that the interpolated con-
clusions are ineluctable.

After all, the Bible is a “miraculous” book. One
is awed by its interconnectedness, considering it
is comprised of 66 separate books, written by
some 40 separate authors, who may not have even
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known of each other. Yet, it all intertwines neatly.
This is the wonderous reality of the Bible (Old
and New Testament).

It must be also said that the Bible does not give
up all its deeper, hidden pearls capriciously,
choosing instead to reward those that diligently
seek and study its pages. This is to say that much
Bible study is required. For example, the Book of
Revelation was never meant to open up effort-
lessly, nor for that matter Daniel and other sub-
stantial amounts of prophecy in the Bible.

In fact, we are told by Daniel that when the
Jews finally come into the “knowledge” of Jeho-
vah’s plan and their Messiah, it would require a
lot of “running to and fro” (Daniel 12:4, KJV)
and searching the Scriptures anxiously.

Some things mentioned in the Bible are deduc-
tive. Though things may not be specifically iden-
tified by name, this does not mean that they do
not exist. Just because a capitalized title is not
used does not mean that a head cannot be identi-
fied.

For example, the Trinity is never mentioned as
a term. Do we therefore not accept that there is a
Father, Son and Holy Ghost?

Or, many claim that the word “rapture” is not
mentioned in Scripture. Does that then invalidate
this doctrine? Not at all. Other Bible prophecy
also falls into this same category.

Consider also that there are more than a hun-
dred prophecies about the coming of the Messiah,
Jesus Christ.

Not one mentions His civil name in advance,
other than Him being called Immanuel (Isaiah
7:14) and other symbolic names. Yet, He did
come in the literal sense and fulfilled many of
these prophecies (others yet to be fulfilled in the
future).

In the next part, we will reveal the identities of
five of the seven Ruler Kings. The reign of these
strike right into our times. %9
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Dr. Ron J. Bigalke

The witness of Scripture is that unbelievers will suffer eternally in
hell. The church has traditionally affirmed this doctrine, yet this

belief has become quite contested in the present age.

or nearly two thousand years, there
Fhas been little opposition to the tra-

ditional doctrine of hell. Disbelief in
a literal, eternal hell as punishment for
those who reject God, has not become pop-
ular because of new exegetical discoveries
in modern biblical scholarship; rather,
“These truths have become awkward and
disconcerting to hold not because of new
light from the Bible but because of new
darkness from the culture.”

The darkness from the culture is a rea-
son why many people are rejecting the
teaching of everlasting damnation and tor-
ment. Some of the various beliefs concern-
ing the doctrine of hell include the
following: (1) life after death is unlikely;
(2) universalism; (3) the possibility for un-
believers who did not hear the gospel to
believe after death; (4) annihilationism;
and, (5) the traditional view. British
philosopher Bertrand Russell (1872-1970)
advocated the notion that life after death is
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unlikely. He believed the idea of an afterlife
was created to provide comfort for those
who may fear death. Russell thought that
the goal of modern science is to dispel the
myth of an afterlife, either heaven or hell.
Belief in an afterlife is not empirical, mean-
ing heaven and hell cannot be subjected to
the five senses (sight, smell, hearing, taste,
and touch); therefore, it should be denied.
Russell also believed the doctrine of hell
was absolutely cruel.

Universalism is the belief that all per-
sons will be saved. The notion that salva-
tion will be universal necessitates denying
belief in an eternal hell. Universalists be-
lieve that Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection
apply to all humanity; that this union with
Christ will lead to the fullness of time, in
which every person will be liberated from
the penalty of sin and be reconciled to
God.

The possibility for those who did not
believe the gospel during their earthly
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Is Hell Eternal? — Part 1

Adam’s soul was separated from God the moment he rebelled, and his body
began to die. Both physical death and spiritual death entered the world when

Adam sinned.

14

MIDNIGHT CALL

lives, to be given an opportunity to be-
lieve the gospel after death (and so be
saved), is known as postmortem evange-
lism. The idea is that every person’s des-
tiny is not determined at death. Clark
Pinnock, who served as professor emeri-
tus of systematic theology at McMaster
Divinity College, was a noted proponent
of this view. Mormonism denies that post-
mortem evangelism is “second chance”
soteriology, by arguing that only people
who never heard their “restored” gospel
will receive a chance after death, to deter-
mine whether to believe it or not.

The doctrine of annihilationism is
that people who reject the gospel mes-
sage of faith in Jesus Christ will be anni-
hilated (entirely destroyed). God will
judge the wicked and cast them into the
lake of fire, where they will cease to ex-
ist. Some annihilationists propose that
this destruction will occur instanta-
neously, while others suggest that unbe-
lievers might experience a brief time of
consciousness. Every annihilationist be-
lieves that unbelievers will not suffer an
endless, conscious torment in hell at the
hands of an angry God.

The traditional (and biblical) view is
that the lost will suffer eternally in a lake
of fire. While the doctrine of eternal retri-
bution is not a pleasant teaching to pro-
claim, the overwhelming evidence of
Scripture is in support of it. It is certainly a
truth that people desperately need to un-
derstand with all their emotional, mental,
and volitional faculties. Certainly, the ulti-
mate disaster is to suffer eternal condem-
nation at the hands of the almighty God,
when one’s earthly life is brought to an
end, which is why clarity is needed regard-
ing this important topic.

The Biblical Concept of
Death

Death is separation of the soul (spirit)
from the body, resulting in the cessation of
animal or natural life. Scripture refers to
death in a threefold manner. First, physical
death is separation of body and soul (Jas
2:26). This is the most common use of the
word “death.” Adam began to die physi-
cally (“return to the ground,” Gen 3:19; cf.
Eccl 12:7) when he violated the prohibi-
tion to eat from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. Adam’s sin is imputed to
all humanity (Rom 5:12-21), and thereby
every person incurs the penalty of physical
death as a consequence (Gen 2:17; Rom
5:12; 6:23; Jas 1:15).

Second, spiritual death is the separation
of unregenerate humanity from God as a
result of the sin nature. Adam’s soul was
separated from God the moment he re-
belled, and his body began to die. Both
physical death and spiritual death entered
the world when Adam sinned. Physical
birth results in physical life; however, only
the second birth (rebirth) results in one
being made alive (regenerated) spiritually.
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Spiritual death is overcome by spiritual re-
generation (John 3:3-8; 1 Cor 2:12-13; Tit
3:5-7; 2 Pet 1:4).

Third, eternal death is the ultimate sep-
aration from God of those who die physi-
cally without ever being regenerated, or
born again. In their natural state, human
beings are “dead in sins and trespasses”
(Eph 2:1) and are progressing toward this
ultimate spiritual death, unless made alive
together with Christ Jesus (v. 5). Eternal
death is contrasted with eternal life (John
5:28-29; Rev 20:6), and is imposed as the
“second death” subsequent to the judg-
ment at the “great white throne” (Rev
20:11-15). The eternal destiny of the unre-
generate is determined at the time of their
physical death; whereupon they are lost in
hell (hades), and will remain there until
the second resurrection (v. 13), where they
will eventually and eternally be confined
to the lake of fire.

All people will live forever somewhere,
yet the destinies of the lost and the saved
are vastly different. While the unbeliever is
confined to hades (a place of torment ac-
cording to Luke 16:23), the believer is im-
mediately united with Christ (2 Cor
5:1-10) in a place of bliss, known as
heaven (2 Cor 12:2; Heb 12:23) or par-
adise (Luke 23:43; 2 Cor 12:4). Presently,
if a believer dies, he or she will experience
what is termed the intermediate state,
which is a person’s condition between
physical death and the resurrection of the
body. For the believer, it is an experience
of conscious bliss in the presence of the
Lord; however, for the unbeliever, it is a
state of conscious torment. Contrary to
popular thought, Christians do not be-
come angels during the intermediate state,
nor will they ever become angelic beings.

Believers will “inherit the imperishable”
at the future resurrection of the body (1
Cor 15:50, 52). Presently, however, believ-
ers who have died prior to that time will
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be in a disembodied state. Scripture re-
veals that this intermediate state is prefer-
able to earthly life (2 Cor 5:2-5) because,
presently, the believer groans: “being bur-
dened” not only with the stresses of life,
but also with physical ailments and limita-
tions. Scripture describes this disembodied
state as being “naked” (v. 3) and “un-
clothed” (v. 4), which implies that it is an
imperfect and temporary existence. Yet it
is still preferable “to be absent from the
body and to be at home with the Lord” (v.
8). To be “at home” with the Lord is
“pleasing to Him” (v. 9), which is mean-
ingless if the soul is in a state of uncon-
scious sleep. The immaterial being of the
believer will never lose consciousness;
though the intermediate state is a disem-
bodied, incomplete condition, the believer
is conscious of being “at home with the
Lord” and enjoying the bliss of that expe-
rience. Truly, “to depart and be with Christ
... is very much better” (Phil 1:23).
Platonic teachings are sometimes said
to have unduly influenced the idea of a
disembodied soul. Plato did believe in the
immortality of the soul and the mortality
of the body. At death, the body released
the imprisoned soul for eternity. Christian-
ity and Platonism agree that the soul con-
tinues to exist without a body; yet the
Bible distinctly teaches that humanity is
incomplete without a body. The doctrine
of the intermediate state is derived from
the revelation of Scripture, not ancient
Greek thought. Moreover, the human soul
is not to be regarded as naturally mortal,
as if a human being is a radical unity with
no components (viz. when a person dies,
so does the entire person: body and soul).
Monism is a theological perspective that
considers humanity as having only one
component or element. This means that
even though the soul is identified as an as-
pect of human nature, it is not considered
to be a separable part. In other words, hu-
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The believer has two prospects of hope awaiting him or her: (1) the resurrection
of the body should death occur; or, (2) translation from corruption to incorruption
if alive at the coming of the Lord.
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man beings are not composed of separate
entities or parts, but should be regarded as a
radical unity: a self. According to a monistic
understanding, human beings are not di-
chotomous (body, soul/spirit) or trichoto-
mous (body, soul, and spirit)—which are
the normal evangelical understandings of
human nature—but rather should be
viewed as an essential unity. The following
quote is an example of the viewpoint that
the soul is not conscious when the physical
body dies: “The Scriptures, both Old and
New Testament, represent individual per-
sonality as a complex and totally mortal
monism, a unity that can be viewed from
different perspective, but that cannot be bro-
ken into separately existing parts.”

Contrary to this perspective, the resurrec-
tion involves the entire person. While Scrip-
ture does reveal that human beings are
unified, it is not an absolute, radical unity,
because the Bible indicates that the body is
dead without the soul, yet the soul has a
conscious existence without the body (cf.
Isa 14:9-11; Matt 17:1-8; Luke 16:19-31;
20:38; Acts 7:59-60; Phil 1:23; Heb 12:23;
Rev 6:10). One of the primary reasons to
oppose a monistic understanding of human-
ity, is the inability to explain the biblical dis-
tinctions between the body and the soul.
Jesus, however, did make a distinction be-
tween the body and soul when He said, “Do
not fear those who kill the body but are un-
able to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell”
(Matt 10:28).

Conclusion

Scripture reveals that the soul is conscious
when the body dies, because though disem-
bodied, it has not immediately received its
complete and final condition. The body and

soul must be united again, in order for the
entire person to inherit the imperishable.
The intermediate state for the believer is de-
scribed as a condition of bliss, in contrast to
the torment of the unbeliever. The biblical
revelation concerning the distinct state of
the faithful is truly interesting, for it is de-
scribed as “a state of rest, a state of con-
sciously living to God, a state of being with
Christ, a state of Paradisiacal bliss, a state of
mutual recognition and of holy fellowship, a
state of victory and of assurance of reward, a
state of earnest expectation; [thus] how
abundantly is the Apostles declaration
proved, ‘To depart and be with Christ is FAR
BETTER’ (Phil. i. 23).”

The believer has two prospects of hope
awaiting him or her: (1) the resurrection of
the body should death occur; or, (2) transla-
tion from corruption to incorruption if alive
at the coming of the Lord. Paul said he was
reluctant to die and thus be temporarily dis-
embodied (“found naked,” “unclothed,”
“absent from the body”). His hope was to re-
ceive the new, glorified body without having
to experience death, which will be true for
those believers who survive to the coming
of the Lord for His church. At the rapture,
the living will receive glorified bodies
through translation (transformation), and
the deceased through resurrection.

(1151)
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Determining
Where You
Stand

André Beitze

In some ways, our response to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic
shows where our priorities really lie. Are we waiting for the Lord,
or longing for a comfortable life?

hat kind of Christians are we? tion to the Lord. There are times when a
Maybe we're the kind who made Christian invokes salvation from his sins,

a decision for Jesus once, were but still wants to live his own life without

cleansed from our past sins, and began the
Christian life...but didn’t continue in devo-
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placing himself under the rule of Jesus
Christ. His love for the Lord is insincere, so
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Waiting for Jesus? Determining Where You Stand

God wants us to set ourselves apart, to be either one or the other; there is no
grey area with Him.

18

MIDNIGHT CALL

this type of person isn't really looking for-
ward to His coming.

Even if we're not praying this way, there’s
a danger that our actions will express to
God: “Lord, wait a little longer; I'm not in
any hurry to come to You in heaven. Let me
enjoy life here on earth, and when I'm old
and frail, You can come and bring me home,
so I won't have to suffer very much. But until
then, give me a quiet life, with an abundance
of earthly possessions and health.”

Or, taking it a step further, we may actu-
ally be aware of our soul’s need for redemp-
tion, but we still want to enjoy life on this
earth, and love to wallow in the mud of this
world. We may be thinking: “God is gra-
cious and merciful and so kind. He under-
stands my weaknesses. I can always repent
and ask forgiveness for my mistakes later. I
know He loves me and forgives me. Nobody
is without sin, so it can’t be that big a deal.”

We should ask ourselves, “What would our prior-
ity be if we were living this way?” Does our love
really belong to the Lord, or is He just our
safety net? Yes, when we're in trouble, we
quickly come running to ask for His help.
But when the storm has passed, do we give
ourselves over to our own will again? If this
is the case, the words of the prophet Elijah
apply: “How long will you go limping be-
tween two different opinions? If the LORD is
God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow
him” (1 Kings 18:21).

The people of Israel didn’t reply; they
were confused. The Israelites didn’t have a
clear opinion about Baal or about Yahweh,
because they didn’t have a personal friend-
ship with God. They worshiped both God
and Baal, because they were obviously
lacking clear teaching about the God of
the Bible. Parents were failing to teach
their children Gods ways, so faith was
growing smaller with each generation.
They knew that Yahweh was the God of Is-
rael and the God of their ancestors, but
they didn’t have a living relationship with
Him. They only knew His name.

They served Baal because the whole
world was doing it; it was in fashion at the
time. Consider that there were a total of
850 prophets of Baal and Astarte, and only
Elijah remained from the prophets of the
God of Israel. The majority had been
killed by Jezebel, except for those who had
hidden themselves. That's why the domi-
nating mindset in Israel was: “If everyone’s
doing it, it can’t be so bad. I'm not so dif-
ferent from everyone else. I need to con-
form to societal developments and do
what the majority of people are doing. If
most people are doing it, it can’t be so
wrong. And society respects me this way.”

They were living in a kind of grey area,
that was growing bigger and bigger. There
was no clear line between good and evil.
Evil can’t be that bad if everyone is doing
it. But what was Jesus’ judgment on the
church at Laodicea? “So, because you are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will
spit you out of my mouth” (Rev 3:16).

God wants us to set ourselves apart, to
be either one or the other; there is no grey
area with Him. Ultimately, God’s judgment
won't be according to society’s ideas, but
what is just and true according to His
standard. As Paul said to the Galatians, “I
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have been crucified with Christ. It is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me. And the life I now live in the flesh 1
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave himself for me” (Gal 2:20).

Jesus Christ paid the price for our lives, our sal-
vation. If we call ourselves Christians, it is
because we are His followers, His disci-
ples. We are His property, and that is why
we love Him and want to obey Him.

This is where we see the difference:
Christians love Jesus not only as Savior,
but also as their Lord and King. Take the
biblical image of the bride and groom.
What is a bride’s wish? To be with the
groom. She wants to have fellowship with
him, communicate with him, and show
him her feelings. The true bride goes out
of her way to please her bridegroom. She
seeks to do his will; she seeks his close-
ness, and she wants to hear his voice. Yes,
she would like to go out to meet the bride-
groom when he comes to take her home.
Her deepest wish is that he will come
soon.

The author of the Letter to the Hebrews
calls out to us, “Strive for peace with
everyone, and for the holiness without
which no one will see the Lord” (Heb
12:14). If we love the Lord, we will seek
peace with everyone and pursue sanctifi-
cation. And that's how we’ll see Him. Do
we have this desire for the Lord’s coming?
That will also have its reward, as Paul tes-
tified at the end of his life: “Henceforth
there is laid up for me the crown of right-
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, will award to me on that day, and
not only to me but also to all who have
loved his appearing” (2 Tim 4:8).

Especially in these days, we want to
love Jesus’ coming, and not belong to
those who say, “Wait a little longer! Let
me enjoy life and achieve my -earthly
goals, and then You can come.” So, what is
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our priority in life? Is it really pleasing the
Lord Jesus, loving Him and His coming?

It’s good if we are consistently reflecting
and evaluating ourselves: if the Lord came
for His church today, would I be included?
Would I have pleasure in His return? We
know better than anyone else where we
may be hiding our “Baals,” what our life’s
priorities are. Is our life pleasing to the
Lord, or are we limping between God and
the world like the Israelites in Elijah’s day?
The position of God’s Word is this: “And
the world is passing away along with its de-
sires, but whoever does the will of God
abides forever” (1 John 2:17).

If we want to live forever and have life in abun-
dance, we do not need to focus on the cur-
rent course of the world, but instead
approach the Lord, surrender ourselves
completely to Him, and follow His will.

Perhaps we belong more to those who
have played at Christianity very success-
fully so far, but for all intents and purposes,
we’re not waiting like a bride for her bride-
groom. The coronavirus pandemic has re-
vealed where our priorities really are and
what our hearts are really set on. Then have
the courage to say today: “Enough of ap-
pearances! Lord, I give my life completely
to You. Be the Lord of my life. I want to
wait for You.”

He’s waiting for us with open arms, and
doesn’t refuse anyone who comes to Him
with a sincere heart, as He also said to the
doubly-limping church at Laodicea: “Be-
hold, I stand at the door and knock. If any-
one hears my voice and opens the door, I
will come in to him and eat with him, and
he with me” (Rev 3:20).

“The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.’
And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.” And
let the one who is thirsty come; let the one
who desires take the water of life without
price” (Rev 22:17).

(MR0321/1148)
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Forbidden?._

Roger Liebi gives his view on the question of how we as Christians
and churches should respond to a ban on congregational singing.
The biblical principles are derived from corresponding passages on
submission to authorities, examined in connection with principles
from Old Testament law and its interpretation in the Gospels. A
timely topic for our current discussions about the coronavirus.

Romans 13:1-7

“Let every person be subject to the governing au-
thorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and those that exist have been instituted by
God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities re-
sists what God has appointed, and those who resist
will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to

20 MIDNIGHT CALL

good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear
of the one who is in authority? Then do what is
good, and you will receive his approval, for he is
God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong,
be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain.
For he is the servant of God, an avenger who car-
ries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore
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At the time Romans 13 was written, the emperor Nero was in power in
the Roman Empire. He was a terrible and bloodthirsty tyrant.
Nevertheless, this tyrant ensured stability in a huge empire, alongside all
the terrible injustices he also committed.

one must be in subjection, not only to
avoid God’s wrath but also for the
sake of conscience. For because of
this you also pay taxes, for the au-
thorities are ministers of God, at-
tending to this very thing. Pay to
all what is owed to them: taxes to
whom taxes are owed, revenue to
whom revenue is owed, respect to
whom respect is owed, honor to
whom honor is owed.”

Romans 13:1-7 clearly shows the fol-
lowing principles:

1. Obedience to the government:
“Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities” (v. 1a).

2. The authorities are appointed by God (v. 1b).

3. Whoever opposes the authorities are oppos-
ing God’s order (v. 2). Interestingly, at the time
this passage was written, the emperor Nero was in
power in the Roman Empire. He was a terrible
and bloodthirsty tyrant. Nevertheless, this tyrant
ensured stability in a huge empire, alongside all
the terrible injustices he also committed. But still,
in principle, the government—even a terrible one
in this case—was legitimized by God.

4. Furthermore, the basic purpose of govern-
ment is to deter evil and promote good (see v. 3).
We can also see that even in unjust regimes, in-
justice is punished and justice is promoted—al-
beit to a limited degree—alongside everything
done wantonly and maliciously. For the latter, the
government will one day be held accountable by
God.

5. Verse 5 emphasizes that a person should be
obedient for the sake of his conscience, and not
simply out of fear of punishment. Disobedience to
authority violates the Christian conscience; you
don’t get to choose whether it matters, as though
the principle is a question of preference.
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In this context, Matthew’s report
about the Lord Jesus is interesting
(Matt 26:57-67). He stood before the
Jewish authorities’ highest judge, the
high priest Caiaphas. But it’s impor-
tant to recognize that Caiaphas was
actually occupying this position in vio-
lation of God’s law. During the time of
the Maccabees, a family who didn’t come
from the lineage of Zadok (the high priest
in David’s time) usurped the office of high
priest. This was against the biblical order,
according to which only Zadok’s descen-
dants were allowed to be high priests.
Clearly, Caiaphas was not a descendant
of Zadok; he was actually holding this of-
fice illegitimately. Even so, the Lord Jesus recog-
nized his authority as ruler. The Lord Jesus gave no
answer to the Sanhedrin’s questions, but when the
high priest put Him under oath (which was permis-
sible according to Numbers 5:21, and obliged the ac-
cused to answer), the Lord answered.

All of this is helpful to us in our dealings with
regimes that can rightly be criticized. We can also
think of King Saul, who was a king according to hu-
man mentality, but not God’s plan. Nevertheless,
David recognized Saul as “the Lord’s anointed,” and
never resisted him to the point of attempting to un-
seat him, or even laying hands on him. Quite the
contrary; his conscience was immediately convicted
when his men tried to urge him to do so.

Further Passages: Titus 3 and 1 Peter 2—“Human
Institutions”

Beginning in verse 1, Titus 3 also clearly states that
Christians must be subject to the authorities and the
“powers that be,” and obey them. Paul connects it to
our testimony as born-again Christians. The point is
to show that, as Christians, we’'re no longer like the
people of this world and no longer what we were be-
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Congregational Singing—Forbidden? Part 1

The ban on singing in church, related to coronavirus, isn’t about making

us sin.

fore our conversion. Then we read in
1 Peter 2:13-17:

“Be subject for the Lord’s sake
to every human institution,
whether it be to the emperor as
supreme, Or to governors as
sent by him to punish those
who do evil and to praise
those who do good. For this is
the will of God, that by doing
good you should put to silence
the ignorance of foolish people.
Live as people who are free, not us-
ing your freedom as a cover-up for evil,
but living as servants of God. Honor every-
one. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the
emperor.”

Peter also says very clearly that we are com-
manded to submit to “every human institution.”
The adjective “human” is very important here, be-
cause to err is human. And yet we must still obey,
even if the government proves to be human. For ex-
ample, say I'm driving my car on a road with a 35
mph speed limit. I could easily be convinced to
drive 50 mph, since it would pose no problems or
risks. But because the responsible governing au-
thorities have decided that drivers are permitted to
drive on this road at a maximum of 35 mph, I have
to bow to this human establishment, even if I could
justify traveling at 50 mph.

Another connection with the phrase “human in-
stitution” is important. We can disagree with the re-
strictions related to our fight against the
coronavirus. We might classify the crisis differently,
weigh it differently, prefer other measures be taken,
or declare certain government-issued regulations to
be ineffective. But we are not the government! The
government is the government, and it makes the
decisions. We can’t exchange our positions, but
must accept what has been humanely decided and
decreed by the government.

If we ignore this point, then we’re paving the way
for the destabilization of our country. Anarchy is
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everyone doing what is right in
their own eyes. That just won't
work, and thats why God es-
tablished government: so
that anarchy won't arise.
Even bad government is
better than total anarchy.
Anarchy is absolutely terri-
ble—the total willfulness of
each individual reigning in
society.

Ban on Congregational Singing—

Time to Obey God Rather Than Men?
The New Testament calls us to sing to-

gether in church, as well as on other occasions:

“Addressing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to
the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and
for everything to God the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:19-20).

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
teaching and admonishing one another in all wis-
dom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God”
(Colossians 3:16).

Some areas have restricted singing in churches.
Is the principle of limiting obedience to the state
per Acts 5:29 applicable in this circumstance? “We
must obey God rather than men.” Some have used
this Bible verse to argue that because God has said
that we should sing, the state must not forbid us to
do so.

Refusal to Sin
But this is an absolute fallacy. This passage speaks
of the state requiring something sinful; in this case,
forbidding the disciples from preaching the Gospel.
In such a case, we have the right not to obey the
state, because the state cannot force us to sin
against God. The ban on singing in church, related
to coronavirus, isn’t about making us sin.
(MR0421/1152)
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What Is the Lord’s
Double-edg
Sword?

Wim Malgo (1922-1992)

An interpretation of the last book of the Bible.

ocated twelve miles north of Smyrna, the
I church at Pergamos was the northernmost of

the seven churches. The city of Pergamos
mentioned here once belonged to the kingdom of
Lydia, under the immeasurably wealthy King Croe-
sus, and fell to the Persian Empire after his defeat.
The city later went to Macedonia in 264 BC, and
from that time onward was the widely-known and
richly-decorated capital of the Kingdom of Perga-
mon. In 133 BC, it fell to the Roman Empire upon
the death of the last Pergamene king, Attalus I1I,
according to his will. It was famous above all for

=1-800-

Part 21. Revelation 2:12.

the Aesculapian Temple and the huge Altar of
Zeus. The much-mentioned library, with a quarter
of a million rolls of parchment (the word “parch-
ment” also comes from Pergamos), was no longer
there at the time of the Apostle, but science and art
remained in their prime. This city is still preserved
today. It bears the name Bergama and is part of
Turkey.

Although the letters from heaven are concise,
they're not abridged. As we read the letters, we
must bear in mind that these are the last words we
have directly from our Lord Jesus Christ. Revela-
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What Is the Lord’s Double-edged Sword?

The Jhiord Lellerprom Sfeaven

“And to the angel of the church in Perg-

amos write; These things saith he which

hath the sharp sword with two edges; I

know thy works, and where thou dwellest,
even where Satan’s seat is: and thou hold-

est fast my name, and hast not denied my

faith, even in those days wherein Antipas

was my faithful martyr, who was slain

among you, where Satan dwelleth. But I

have a few things against thee, because %
thou hast there them that hold the doctrine
of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stum-
blingblock before the children of Israel, to
eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to com-
mit fornication. So hast thou also them that
hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, which
thing I hate. Repent; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will fight against
them with the sword of my mouth. He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
saith unto the churches; To him that over-
cometh will I give to eat of the hidden
manna, and will give him a white stone,
and in the stone a new name written,
which no man knoweth saving he that
receiveth it” (Revelation 2:12-17).

_._--*"""'--

»

tion also mentions the restoration and salvation of
Israel, but it is mainly directed at the church. Ac-
cording to 1 Corinthians 10:11, the church of Je-
sus is the one upon which the end of the world is
coming,.

The Lord speaks to His disciples (and through
them, to us) in the Gospels. But here He is ad-
dressing Himself directly to His church, and thus
also to us, from the right hand of the Father. This
directness is underscored because John, as the
Lord’s Apostle and member of the body of Jesus,
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The sharp, double-edged sword is
identical to the Word of God.

receives the messages. That’s why every word must
be carefully noted, and considered through prayer
and questioning: what does the Lord mean by it?

He introduces Himself to the church in Smyrna
as the first and the last, as the absolute Victor over
death. This church, which was experiencing severe
hardship, needed that as comfort; they needed to
know who their Master was. But He reveals Him-
self to Pergamos as the one “which hath the sharp
sword with two edges” (Rev 2:12). In the Lord’s
self-portrayal, we can see this letter’s subject with
unmistakable clarity: no commingling at all! He-
brews 4:12 says the same thing: “For the word of
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and in-
tents of the heart.”

God doesn’t want any commingling! In Revela-
tion 19, we see the exalted Lord sitting on a white
horse, “And out of his mouth goeth a sharp
sword...which sword proceeded out of his mouth”
(vv. 15, 21). He judges the anti-Christian nations
with it. The sharp, double-edged sword is identical
to the Word of God. Indeed, He Himself is the
Word of God: “And the word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us” (John 1:14a).

The Lord reveals Himself as the sharp, double-
edged sword that goes out from His mouth; not
just to Pergamos, but through all of redemptive
history to this day. He will also put an end to the
Antichrist with this sword.

In ancient times, when Joshua was at Jericho
and was first given the great responsibility of lead-
ing the people of Israel into the Promised Land, he
suddenly noticed that he was facing a man “with
his sword drawn in his hand” (Josh 5:13)—the
Word of God. The Word of God convicts, judges,
and divides, thus protecting against commingling.
That's why we have to pass the Word of God on!

(MR1220/1128)
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Decline of World
Population

All over the world, countries are
confronting population stagna-
tion and a fertility bust, a dizzy-
ing reversal unmatched in
recorded history that will make
first-birthday parties a rarer sight
than funerals, and empty homes
a common eyesore.

Q Maternity wards are already shutting

down in Italy. Ghost cities are appear-
ing in northeastern China. Universities in
South Korea cannot find enough students, and
in Germany, hundreds of thousands of proper-
ties have been razed, with the land turned into
parks.

A planet with fewer people could ease pres-
sure on resources, slow the destructive im-
pact of climate change and reduce household
burdens for women. But the census an-
nouncements from China and the United
States, which showed the slowest rates of
population growth in decades for both coun-
tries, also point to hard-to-fathom adjust-
ments.

Expectant mothers in many areas can no
longer find obstetricians or postnatal care
centers. Universities below the elite level, es-
pecially outside Seoul, find it increasingly
hard to fill their ranks; the number of 18-year-
olds in South Korea has fallen from about
900,000 in 1992 to 500,000 today. To attract
students, some schools have even offered
iPhones.

Many demographers argue that the current
moment may look to future historians like a
period of transition or gestation, when hu-

A family eating hotpot at a restaurant in
Beijing. China’s population is projected
to contract sharply this century.

Gilles Sabrié for The New York Times

mans either did or did not figure out how to
make the world more hospitable—enough for
people to build the families that they want.
Surveys in many countries show that
young people would like to be having more
children but face too many obstacles.
-www.nytimes.com, 24 May 2021

Commentary: We remember the alarmists
from the 1960s and 70s, speaking of popu-
lation explosion. Quite apparently, that is
no longer the case. Although there is sub-
stantial population increase in some coun-
tries, in virtually all rich nations (that is,
industrialized) the birth rate continues to
fall.

Governments the world over desper-
ately try to hold off the decline, but in most
cases they are not successful.

While
granted for parents and their newborns—

generous compensation  is
for example, in Germany —it does not seem
to work. Depending on the type of employ-
ment, mothers can take up to two years off,
and sometimes father are included for six
months. Their jobs are fully protected.
Child support has been standard procedure
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Even in countries like India that have
long been associated with rapid growth,
birth rates are falling toward, or are
already below, the replacement rate of
2.1 children per family.

Poras Chaudhary for The New York Times

throughout much of Europe and part of
Asia.

What is the reason for the decline? The
answer is almost too simple: materialism
and possessions. The more one owns, the
less he is inclined to have more children.

Not too long ago, it was said that the
Muslim population in Europe would one
day outnumber the original inhabitants.
That, however, also did not materialize, as
immigrants—legal and illegal —are ab-
sorbed into the prevailing European cul-
ture. Their birth rate has seen a noticeable
reduction, mostly based on the prosperity
experienced in the new country.

The Bible has this to say: “Lo, children
are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of
the womb is his reward...Happy is the man
that hath his quiver full of them: they shall
not be ashamed, but

END-TIMES

TRENDS

they shall speak with
the enemies in the
gate” (Psalm 127:3,
5).

B

7521
(See End-Times Super Trends,

Item #2342,$15.99.)
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e ECUADOR
‘Darwin’s Arch’ Collapses

One of the most famous rock for-
mations in the Galapagos Islands
has collapsed into the sea.

Q The top of Darwin’s Arch, located in

the northern part of the archipelago,
fell as “a consequence of natural erosion,”
according to the Ministry of Environment for
Ecuador.

Named after English biologist Charles Dar-
win, the arch is considered one of the best
diving spots in the Pacific Ocean archipelago
that’s part of Ecuador and located hundreds
of miles off the country’s coast.

The UNESCO World Heritage site, known
for its many endemic animal and plant

Darwin'’s Arch, before and after it collapsed.
Composite: Alamy; Facebook

species, famously inspired Darwin’s theory of
evolution.

“Some in the dive & travel industry are al-
ready referring to this now as ‘The Pillars of
Evolution.” We will miss this iconic site,” said
tour company Aggressor Adventures.

-www.cnn.com, 18 May 2021

Commentary: One cannot help but note the
irony of “The Pillars of Evolution” col-
lapsing due to “natural erosion.” This
brings to mind the story of Samson,
where “the lords of the Philistines gath-
ered them together for to offer a great sac-
rifice unto Dagon their god, and to
rejoice: for they said, Our god hath deliv-
ered Samson our enemy into our hand”
(Judges 16:23). After praying, “Samson
took hold of the two middle pillars upon
which the house stood, and on which it
was borne up...And he bowed himself
with all his might; and the house fell upon
the lords, and upon all the people that
were therein” (verses 29-30).

(By K. Farmer) 7512
(See Replacing Darwin, Item #2331,$24.99.)

BB rrance
Bernard Arnault Richest

Man in the World

French fashion tycoon Bernard
Arnault is the world’s richest per-
son, with an estimated net worth
of $186.3 billion—putting him
$300 million above Jeff Bezos,
who is worth $186 billion, and
Elon Musk, worth $147.3 billion.
[Since publication, Bezos has re-
captured the top spot.]

Arnault’s fortune has jumped from
$76 billion in March 2020 to $186.3
billion, a massive rise of over $110 billion in
the past 14 months, thanks to a pandemic-
defying performance by his luxury group
LVMH (Louis Vuitton Moét Hennessy).

LVMH and Arnault represent the remarkable
rise of Europe’s luxury and fashion houses
during the lockdown.

For a number of years at the start of the
century, the richest Europeans were Aldi
founders Theo and Karl Albrecht of budget su-
permarket fame. They made it to the top 10
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but never claimed the No. 1 spot. Bernard Ar-
nault debuted among the top 10 in mid 2005,
with a $13 billion fortune. Arnault has been in
the top 5 since 2018 and was No. 11 the pre-
vious year. He became the third-richest per-
son in 2019, with a $76 billion fortune.

Since the start of the pandemic, the net
worths of the world’s richest people have
fluctuated wildly, with many jumping by bil-
lions.

-www.forbes.com, 24 May 2021

Commentary: The rich and super-rich usually
originate from rich countries. As the article
indicates, the rich got richer, even during
the pandemic. Often, it is said, “...and the
poor get poorer.” That, however, is not re-
ally the case when one checks the various
statistics from international perspectives.
The world is growing in riches—and peace,
which has become a reality in the so-called
European world (Europe, North and South
America, Australia). Between those na-
tions, war is virtually out of the question.
However, the rest of the world is growing
at an amazing rate too. A recent article we

Visit midnightcall.com

published showed that communist Beijing
is now the billionaire capital of the world,
replacing New York. Furthermore, China
claims to produce more millionaires than
the US.
This tendency will and must continue.
Speaking of riches and power, we are re-
minded of the first world ruler, Nebuchad-
nezzar: “At the end of twelve months he
walked in the palace of the kingdom of
Babylon. The king spake, and said, Is not this
great Babylon, that I have built for the house
of the kingdom by the might of my power,
and for the honour of my majesty?” (Daniel
4:29-30). But Nebuchadnezzar was humbled
after he had become an animal-like person.
He later proclaimed, “Now I Nebuchadnez-
zar praise and extol and honour the King of
heaven, all whose
works are truth, and his
ways judgment: and
those that walk in pride
he is able to abase”
(verse 37). 7520
(See Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream,

Item #1053, $3.)



WORLD

Overwork Kills People,
Says WHO

Working long hours poses an
occupational health risk that kills
hundreds of thousands of people
each year, the World Health
Organization says.

Q “No job is worth the risk of stroke or

heart disease,” WHO Director-General Dr.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said, calling on
governments, businesses and workers to find
ways to protect workers’ health.

The global study, which the WHO calls the first
of its kind, found that in 2016, 488 million people
were exposed to the risks of working long hours.

In all, more than 745,000 people died that year
from overwork that resulted in stroke and heart
disease, according to the WHO.

“Between 2000 and 2016, the number of
deaths from heart disease due to working long
hours increased by 42%, and from stroke by
19%,” the WHO said as it announced the study,
which it conducted with the International Labor
Organization.

“Teleworking has become the norm in many
industries, often blurring the boundaries between
home and work,” Ghebreyesus said. “In addition,
many businesses have been forced to scale back
or shut down operations to save money, and
people who are still on the payroll end up working
longer hours.”

-www.npr.org, 17 May 2021

Commentary: The World Health Organization
(WHO) is part of the United Nations Sustain-
able Development Group and is composed of
representatives from all its 194 member states.

While work is good, overwork —according
to this global study—is detrimental to health.
Holiday (vacation) pay is somewhat univer-
sally accepted. European law requires that
workers be entitled to at least four weeks of
paid vacation. In contrast, USA Today writes,
“The United States is the only developed

The highest health burdens from over-
work were seen in men and in workers
who are middle-aged or older, accord-
ing to a WHO study. sturti/Getty Images

country in the world without a single, legally
required paid vacation day or holiday.”

There are several reasons for the lack of
free time in the US—mainly an unregulated
labor force, which allows the employer to
keep businesses open literally 24/7.

Why overwork? The generally acknowl-
edged reason—to buy merchandise; in most
cases, things one does not actually need. Pro-
ductivity, i.e. making profits is apparently
king. Never before in history has mankind
traveled so much, worked so effectively, and
produced merchandise of such high quality.

What does it all mean? Simply, mankind
becomes a slave to economic wellbeing;
hence, the accumulation of riches is almost
mind-boggling. Not surprisingly, when the
global economy collapses, we read in Revela-
tion 18:15: “The merchants of these things,
which were made rich by her, shall stand afar
off for the fear of her torment, weeping and
wailing.”

Jesus warns: “For what is a man profited, if
he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul? or what shall a man give in ex-
change for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26). That
advice should be heeded by all people on
planet earth. At the very end, there will be no
difference between the great and the small, the
rich and the poor, the intelligent and the sim-
ple. Revelation 20:15: “And whosoever was
not found written in the book of life was cast
into the lake of fire.” 7513
(See You Can Understand the Book of Revelation, ltem #2306,

$16.99)
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EJ 1srAEL
Defense Sales Soar in
Last Five Years

International arms transfers are
going strong in the Middle East,
even if they are leveling off in
other regions, according to the
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute, a group that
monitors arms transfers.

. “International transfers of major arms
Q stayed at the same level between 2011-
15 and 2016-20,” it said in a report. “Substantial
increases in transfers by three of the top five arms
exporters—the USA, France and Germany—
were largely offset by declining Russian and Chi-
nese arms exports.”

Israeli exports represented 3% of the global to-
tal between 2016 and 2020. Israel’s big three de-
fense giants, Elbit Systems, 1Al and Rafael
Advanced Defense Systems, are world leaders in
the industry.

Israel’s exports were 59% higher over the past
five years than in the 2011-2015 period. For ex-
ample, 1Al is cashing in on new interest in loitering
munitions.

Elbit Systems is picking up contracts in Europe,
and Rafael’s Iron Dome and Trophy are getting
new recognition. Iron Dome was sent to the US,
and Trophy is now being used by Germany. Both
systems celebrate 10 years of operation in Israel
this year. In addition, Israeli companies have made
major inroads in India and other countries.

-wwuw.,jpost.com, 16 March 2021

Commentary: Israel is the only industrialized,
functioning democracy in which defense is es-
sential to its existence. While most other coun-
tries just “play games” (military exercises, war
games), Israel has to be alert and ready 24/7
throughout the year.

But there is a future coming, according to
Bible prophecy: “The appearance of them is as
the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so
shall they run” (Joel 2:4). 7522
(See Prophecy for Judah, ltem #1084, $17.50.)
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Children Exploited for

Better Batteries

“Our children are dying like
dogs.”

@ That is the sorrowful statement of one

Congolese mother whose son and
cousin died while working the cobalt mines in
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

She and other parents like her are part of a
class-action lawsuit filed in U.S. federal court
in Washington, D.C., in 2019 seeking to hold
Apple, Alphabet (the parent company of
Google), Dell Technologies, Microsoft and
Tesla accountable for what they allege is prof-
iting off the misery of child labor in their quest
for cobalt.

“Cobalt is a key component of every
rechargeable lithium-ion battery in all of the
gadgets made by defendants and all other
tech and electric car companies in the world
that has brought on the latest wave of cruel
exploitation fueled by greed, corruption and
indifference to a population of powerless,
starving Congolese people,” the suit reads.

The companies have argued the case
should be dismissed, asserting they have no
control over the mining practices in a foreign
country and that the families lack standing to
bring the suit on U.S. soil. Furthermore, they
stressed they have no direct connection to
mining on foreign soil.

Apple over the years has cracked down on
its global supply chain of cobalt and at one
point said it would stop buying cobalt mined
by hand in the Congo.

Child labor practices in the Congo have
been widely reported in media outlets
throughout the world and documented by hu-
man rights experts.

In 2016, Amnesty International published a
major report on the conditions for child labor-
ers mining cobalt in the DRC.

The report, called “This Is What We Die
For—Human Rights Abuses in the Democra-
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A young man carries wet cobalt on his
back at the Shinkolobwe Cobalt mine,
near Likasi, in the Democratic Republic
of Congo in 2004. A class action lawsuit
filed in U.S.federal court in Washington,
D.C.,in 2019 is seeking to hold Apple,
Alphabet (the parent company of
Google), Dell Technologies, Microsoft
and Tesla accountable for profiting off
the misery of child labor in their quest
for cobalt.

Schalk van Zuydam, Associated Press

tic Republic of Congo Power the Global Trade
in Cobalt,” said it is widely recognized on an
international scale that the involvement of
children in mining constitutes one of the worst
forms of child labor, which governments are
required to prohibit and eliminate.

Although companies like Apple have pro-
moted voluntary programs in which human
rights abuses in the supply chain for cobalt
can be reported, the lawsuit contends these
programs are mere lip service.

-www.deseret.com, 23 May 2021

Commentary: Money is still king, and the
love of money is the root of all evil, the
Bible says. Will the lawsuit succeed?
Mostly likely not—at best, only cosmetic
changes will occur. Poverty and human
rights abuses go hand-in-hand, and will
continue to the very end. Revelation 6:15
reveals: “And the kings of the earth, and
the great men, and the rich men, and the
chief captains, and the mighty men, and
every bondman, and every free man, hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of
the mountains.” Notice the words, “and
every bondman.” That simply means those

Visit midnightcall.com

who are forced—out of necessity—to be
subject to unusual cruelty, all for the sake
of profit.

Here we are also reminded of James 5:4:
“Behold, the hire of the labourers who have
reaped down your fields, which is of you
kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of
them which have reaped
are entered into the ears
of the Lord of sabaoth.”

7518
(See 107 Answers to Questions
About the Book of Revelation,

YaHlieoock Item #2295, $15.99.)

TURKEY
Dumping Ground for

PlasticWaste

Turkey received nearly 40% of
the UK’s plastic waste exports in
2020—an increase by a factor of
18 since 2016, when 12,000 tons
were sent.

UK plastic waste is being exported to
Turkey and then illegally dumped and
burned, according to a report.

Q European Union member states also
sent 20 times more plastic waste to
Turkey last year compared to 2016.

Nihan Temiz Atas, biodiversity projects lead
from Greenpeace Mediterranean, based in
Turkey, said: “Around 241 truckloads of plas-
tic waste come to Turkey every day from
across Europe and it overwhelms us.

(continued next page)



Plastic waste (continued from page 28)

“As far as we can see from the data and the
field, we continue to be Europe’s largest plastic
waste dump.”

Many wealthy countries send recyclable
waste overseas as it is financially cheap, re-
duces domestic landfill and can help areas
achieve recycling targets.

Last year, Malaysia’s environment minister
said the government had sent back 150 ship-
ping containers of illegally imported plastic
waste to their country of origin—42 of which
belonged to the UK.

-www.bbc.com, 17 May 2021

Commentary: Environmentalists the world
over have pegged plastic to be a major pol-
luter of earth, air, and oceans. The abundance
of trash testifies to the economic prosperity
of a nation.

Another report by e360.yale.edu states:
“The recycling crisis triggered by China’s
ban could have an upside, experts say, if it
leads to better solutions for managing the
world’s waste, such as expanding processing
capacities in North America and Europe, and
spurring manufacturers to make their prod-
ucts more easily recyclable.”

Problems are meant to be solved; thus, the
industrial world will find avenues more com-
pliable to Greenpeace’s critique, for example.

What seems significant is the abun-
dance—or better said, over-abundance—of
merchandise.

Here we are reminded of the Church in
Laodicea, whom the Lord warns: “Because
thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miser-

¥ able, and poor, and
_'.'E : a,';r.“ " Dblind, and naked” (Rev-
IRRRAEEAS  clation 3:17). 7514

(See Seven Letters from Heaven,

HEAVEN

Item #1081, $4.50.)

Bl cHina
Digital Currency New Tool
for Global Dominance

Even as China grows in eco-
nomic and military power, per-
haps nothing reveals Beijing’s
weaknesses more than the U.S.’s
control of the global financial
system.

Q China has recently sought ways to

counteract U.S. sanctions after the
Trump administration targeted Chinese officials
and companies over policies from the South
China Sea to Xinjiang.

The digital yuan appears potentially more
geopolitically significant as leverage over multi-
national companies and governments that want
access to China’s 1.4 billion consumers. Since
China has the ability to monitor transactions in-
volving the digital currency, it may be easier to
retaliate against anyone who rebuffs Beijing on
sensitive issues like Taiwan, Xinjiang and Hong
Kong.

So far China has mostly resisted hitting for-
eign firms in response to U.S. actions on com-
panies like Huawei, holding off on releasing an
“unreliable entity list” designed to punish any-
one who damages national security. Any move
to cut off access to the digital yuan would carry
similarly high stakes, potentially prompting for-
eign investors to pack up and leave.

China’s ability to see every transaction may
make it difficult for foreign banks to use the dig-
ital yuan and still comply with confidentiality
rules in their home countries, according to
Emily Jin, a research assistant at the Center for
a New American Security. But, she added, the
currency might appeal to some regimes that pri-
oritize control over privacy protection.

Any serious challenge to the dollar’s position
as the world’s reserve currency would also re-
quire significant policy changes from China, in-
cluding lifting capital controls that help the
Communist Party keep a lid on sudden outflows
that could trigger a financial crisis. Even if the

= 1-800-845-2420

digital yuan could be transacted more cheaply
outside of U.S.-controlled global payment sys-
tems, it's unclear if anyone would use it.

China began research on the digital yuan
back in 2014, right after the price of Bitcoin
surged from $13.40 to more than $1,000, rais-
ing the risk that digital currencies could impact
Beijing’s control of monetary policy. It has be-
gun technical testing with Hong Kong for
cross-border payments, and is working with
Thailand and the United Arab Emirates on real-
time foreign exchange settlements. Authorities
are also studying how the digital yuan can be
combined with 5G networks and the internet of
things.

This kind of research allows China a greater
say in how other countries across the globe de-
sign digital currencies, particularly when it
comes to questions of surveillance, privacy and
anonymity, according to Josh Lipsky, director of
the Atlantic Council’s GeoEconomics Center.

~finance.yahoo.com, 21 April 2021

Commentary: China is relentless in its pursuit to
replace the US dollar. Most experts in this
field see little to no chance of that to occur. Af-
ter all, the Chinese currency only makes up
about 2% of global foreign exchange, com-
pared with nearly 60% for the US dollar.
However, the potential for a significant in-
crease in usage of Chinese currency, and at the
same time, a significant US dollar decrease is
not out of the question in the long run.

We learn from Revelation 18 that the
end-time system is global. Subsequently,
either a global world reserve currency will
be established, or other currencies will be-
come on par with the US dollar. Neverthe-

(continued next page)
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Americans Leaving
Religion

Only 47 percent of American
adults said they were members
of a church, mosque or syna-
gogue, according to recently
released polling that was

conducted by Gallup throughout
last year.

@ It marked the first time that a majority of

Americans said they were not members
of a church, mosque or synagogue since
Gallup first started asking Americans about
their religious membership in the 1930s. In-
deed, Gallup’s finding was a kind of watershed
moment in the long-chronicled shift of Ameri-
cans away from organized religion.

What's driving this shift? In part, it's about
people who still identify with a religious tradi-
tion opting not to be a member of a particular
congregation. Only 60 percent of Americans
who consider themselves religious are part of
a congregation, compared to 70 percent a
decade ago, according to Gallup. But the big-
ger factor, Gallup said, is the surge of reli-
giously unaffiliated Americans—people who
are agnostics, atheists or simply say they are
not affiliated with a religious tradition. The rise
of this group—sometimes referred to as
“nones” because they answer “none” when
asked about their faith (and, you know, it's a
play on words)—isn’t new. But the Gallup sur-

Digital Currency coimeasonpose 2

less, in the end, what is written in Revela-
tion 17:12-13 will be fulfilled: “And the ten
horns which thou sawest are ten kings,
which have received no kingdom as yet;
but receive power as kings one hour with
the beast. These have one mind, and shall
give their power and strength unto the
beast.” Who are these kings? Obviously,
they are diabolical entities, because the
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vey is part of a growing body of new research
on this bloc (that includes a recent book by
[Ryan P Burge titled] “The Nones: Where They
Came From, Who They Are, and Where They
Are Going”).

People are leaving mainline Protestant
churches and Catholicism in particular.

There are about as many evangelicals (22
percent of American adults), Jewish Ameri-
cans (2 percent), Black Protestants (6 percent)
and members of smaller religions in the U.S.
like Islam and Hinduism (6 percent) as there
were a decade ago, according to GSS data. It's
really two groups in particular that are declin-
ing: mainline Protestants (think Episcopalians
or Methodists) and Catholics.

-fivethirtyeight.com, 16 April 2021

Commentary: We have reported on
this trend numerous times now. It
is important to realize that a de-
cline of people responding
“Christian” to a survey is not the
same thing as a decline in actual,
born-again, believing Christians.
It simply shows that unbelievers
from a Christian background no
longer feel compelled to check the box for
Christianity. If we are disheartened by news
like this, we must ask ourselves: are we con-
cerned about the loss of influence of cultural
Christianity in our society, rather than the in-
dividual souls of the lost?

The final paragraph notes, in fact, that
the number of evangelicals (admittedly, an
imperfect proxy for born-again believers)
is steady, and that the decline is mostly
seen in the mainline Protestant and
Catholic population. Remember, Jesus
said, “I will build my church; and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against it”
(Matthew 16:18). Therefore, let us not
worry about demographic changes and the
societal influence of nominal Christianity,
but concentrate on spreading the Gospel of
Jesus Christ, so that
“the fullness of the
Gentiles be come in”
(Romans 11:25).

(By J. Froese) 7495

(See Religion or the Gospel?

Item #9120, $3 for 100.)

next verse clearly identifies them as non-
earthly, “These shall make war with the
Lamb, and the Lamb
them.” There is no power structure on earth
that can challenge the Lamb of God. Why?
Because He is not an earthly, physical iden-

shall overcome

tity; thus, not subject to physical opposition
from planes, guns, bombs, tanks, or even

nuclear weapons.

Visit midnightcall.com

Who is this woman? Revelation 17:18 an-
swers: “And the woman which thou sawest
is that great city, which
reigneth over the kings
of the earth.” What is
this “great city?” Mys-
tery Babylon. 7502

(See Exposing Mystery Babylon

Part 1, Item #1078, $4.50.)



Europe to Become World's
Super-Requlator in Al

Most laws are local—except in the
digital realm. When the European
Union comes up with some new
tech regulation, it can quickly
spread around the world.

Q Global companies adopt its typically

strict rules for all their products and
markets in order to avoid having to comply
with multiple regimes. Other governments
take more than one page from the EU’s rule
book to help local firms compete. The text-
book example for what has been dubbed the
“Brussels effect,” is the EU’s General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), which went
into force in 2018 and swiftly became the
global standard.

Small wonder, then, that all eyes were on
Brussels when the European Commission on
April 21st published proposed regulations on
artificial intelligence (Al)—making it the first
influential regulator to craft a big law on Al
Will these rules be as widely adopted as
GDPR?

With little existing legislation on Al to draw
on, the commission opted for a bottom-up ap-
proach. It created a 52-member “high-level
expert group” to develop its proposals, col-
lected further input via an “Al alliance” of inter-
ested parties and published a white paper on
which everybody could comment online
(1,250 groups and individuals did so). The re-
sult is a document of more than 100 pages
with 85 articles and no fewer than nine an-
nexes that tries both to mitigate the potential
harm of Al and to maximize its opportuni-
ties—almost to a fault, as the many excep-
tions and exceptions to exceptions show.

Rather than regulating all applications of Al
the EU’s rules are meant to focus on the riski-
est ones. Some will be banned outright, in-
cluding services that wuse “subliminal
techniques” to manipulate people. Others,

such as facial recognition and credit scoring,
are considered “high-risk” and so subject to
strict rules on transparency and data quality.
As with GDPR, penalties for violations are
stiff: up to €30m ($36m) or 6% of global rev-
enues, whichever is higher (in the case of a
firm as big as Facebook, for example, that
would come to more than $5bn).

Yet the fate of the “Artificial Intelligence Act”
(AIA), as it could end up being called, may
well be decided in America. If GDPR took the
world by storm, it was partly because Con-
gress not only failed to come up with any
data-protection legislation of its own, but also
did not bother to co-operate with lawmakers
in Brussels. The new administration wants to
do better, but so far the transatlantic rap-
prochement in Al and other things tech is off
to a slow start. Only if both sides work to-
gether will they beat back China’s ambitions
for tech supremacy and keep
digital authoritarianism at bay.

-www.economist.com, 24 April 2021 Visit

European customers. In prac-
tice, this often means they
are applied across their plat-
forms and thus to everyone
worldwide. Incidentally, this
has been generally positive
for us as individual con-
sumers, albeit a burden for
large, multinational compa-
nies.

Now the EU is set to take
the lead again, this time establishing regu-
lation on artificial intelligence (AI). As
we’ve mentioned before, this is nothing
like real human intelligence; it is just a
new paradigm for computer programming
that—while being substantially more so-
phisticated and, quite frankly, amazing—
still is just a long string of deterministic
steps taken by a computer to calculate an
answer.

Nevertheless, this demonstrates an-
other step in the inexorable march to glob-
alism, whether it be
due to global trade or
the inherently global
Y A nature of the Inter-
net.

(By J. Froese) 7498
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Commentary: As the article men-
tions and we have previously
reported, the European Union
has already become the de
facto global regulator in terms
of privacy and data protection.
They were the first to imple-
ment a comprehensive privacy
law, which global social media
companies and online retailers
must comply with for their
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he Luther Bible titles this three-verse Psalm,

“Blessings of Brotherly Unity.” The exact

date of the composition of this Psalm seems
to be unknown. However, in the context of the pre-
vious and following Psalms, it becomes clear that it
was the time when the tribes of Israel favored
David, as recorded in 1 Chronicles 12. David be-
came the undisputed favorite to be the “captain” for
the children of Israel.

The twelve tribes were united under David.
“How good and how pleasant it is that brothers
dwell together,” says the Tanakh. This unity was
designated for one people: the children of Israel,
whom God led out of bondage from Egypt into the
Promised Land.

Let’s go back to the time of Abraham. The Lord
had blessed Abram and his nephew Lot. Genesis
13:6 reports: “And the land was not able to bear
them, that they might dwell together: for their sub-
stance was great, so that they could not dwell to-
gether.” How did Abram deal with this conflict? He
surely could have requested that his will be done;
he was the older one, and he was the one God
called. Let’s read verse 8: “And Abram said unto
Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me
and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herd-
men; for we be brethren.”

This unity should also be exemplified within the
Church. Thats why Paul admonishes us in 1
Corinthians 1:10: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together

- N - |
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“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity!”
(Psalm 133:1).

BY ARNO FROESE

in the same mind and in the same judgment.” That
indeed fulfills our introductory verse: “Behold, how
good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity!”

This type of spiritual unity is not brought about
through an institution, an organization, or a system;
it is a reality of the indwelling Holy Spirit within the
Church—which, we emphasize, consists only of
born-again believers. This unity is preserved by the
Lord Himself. The work He has begun in us, He will
also complete and perfect in due time.

A recent article by the World Jewish Congress
states:

As part of its 16th Plenary Assembly, the World Jewish

Congress (WJC) partnered with the Muslim World

League (MWL) for a joint Muslim and Jewish celebration

of Ramadan.The convening, featuring the MWL Secretary

General, H.E. Dr. Mohammad bin Abdulkarim Al-Issa, WJC

President Ronald S. Lauder and over 100 senior Jewish

and Muslim community leaders from around the world,

demonstrated a shared dedication to global interfaith
collaboration and the cultivation of good relations be-
tween Muslim and Jewish faith communities.

Lauder opened by citing Psalm 133: “Behold, how
good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in
harmony.”

He reflected on the significance of building interfaith
relations, stating, “Relationships between communities,
especially communities of faith, are sadly not always easy
to foster and maintain. In fact, we all know that there has
been strife among different faiths throughout history.”

Echoing Lauder’s emphasis on interfaith dialogue and
cooperation, Al-Issa noted that religion should be used
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as a tool to promote peace and unity rather than division:
“We know that religion has always been used as an ex-
cuse for conflict, or that religions have been used to serve
political purposes. | would like to say that this is against
the essence of religion because religion promotes peace.
I would like to stress that this friendly meeting is an op-
portunity to promote our common values, our human
values.”

-www.worldjewishcongress.org, 27 April 2021

We are reminded here of the EU motto, “United in
Diversity.” That is in the works, and it will come to
fruition when religion becomes increasingly politi-
cal—as politics becomes religion.

Israel's tendency toward unity with the world is
self-evident. First Samuel 8 reports that the elders of
Israel came with a request to Samuel: “Behold, thou
art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make
us a king to judge us like all the nations” (verse 5).
After hearing warnings enumerated against having a
king like the Gentiles, the elders were determined:
“Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of
Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king
over us; That we also may be like all the nations; and
that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and
fight our battles” (verses 19-20). Note the words,
“like all the nations.”

Ac‘ton

Mail to: Midnight Call Ministries, PO Box 84309, Lexington, SC 29073

O After prayerful consideration, I/we have decided to
support “Action for Israel.”

In modern times, when Israel declared its inde-
pendence, they appealed to the United Nations to as-
sist the Jewish people in building their own state: “to
admit Israel into the family of nations.”

As of 2020, Israel has diplomatic relations with
164 nations out of 192 members of the UN.

Israel is given to the Church as an example. We are
a different nation, with no political attachments; we
have no country, no capital city, no government, no
military force. We reside on all continents and are
present in every nation on the face of the earth. We
speak hundreds of different languages, practice di-
verse cultures, yet we are perfectly one in Jesus
Christ our Lord. We are the spiritual habitation of
God. The apostle Peter writes: “Ye also, as lively
stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priest-
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to
God by Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5). When this spiri-
tual house is completed, the Lord our God will take
possession of it and remove us from planet earth.

Israel will experience a national rebirth, and then
will be fulfilled what was proclaimed by Zechariah
the prophet: “Thus saith the Lord; I am returned
unto Zion, and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem:
and Jerusalem shall be called a city of truth; and the
mountain of the Lord of hosts the holy mountain”
(Zechariah 8:3). &9
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BY JONATHAN MALGO

Dear Friends,

Recently, I read that the word Laodicea (name
of a geographical location in the Middle East) can
mean, among other things, “People’s Rights.”
Laodicea, the seventh church addressed by the
Lord in Revelation (3:14-22), is a picture of how
Christianity today busies itself with a variety of so-
cial concerns. An amazing amount of energy is
spent protecting our Constitutional Rights. It is, of
course, good for us as Christians to go out and
vote. That is one of our fundamental rights, which
we should exercise. But what I am thinking about
are protests and demonstrations, organized and
carried out in the name of Biblical principles. That
is sad, because it expends a great deal of effort and
is not our mission: we cannot change the world.

What did Paul write to Timothy? “I charge
thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus

Preach the Word!

Director of Operations, Midnight Call Ministries International

Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead
at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the
word” (2 Tim 4:1-2a). And that is precisely what
we aim to do with our Midnight Call magazine:
proclaim the Gospel in view of our Lord’s soon
return.

Today, I want to ask all our readers to support
us in that mission. First of all, with prayer, for
we do need prayer support as we carry out our
work. And secondly, if possible, to win a new
reader to the Midnight Call. Why that request?
Well, not in order to gain a higher number of
subscriptions, but simply because we want to
convey the following message to many more
people: Jesus will return very soon! Let us put all
our energy, not into safeguarding our “Rights,”
but into the privilege of spreading the Gospel.

Heartfelt thanks for all your support.
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EBENEZER HOME

Operation “Guardian of the Walls”

By David Phillips Project Manager

“When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses and chariots and people more
numerous than you, do not be afraid of them; for the LORD your God is with you, who brought
you up from the land of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 20:1).

On 10—21 May 2021, the operation called “Guardian
of the Walls” was occurring in Israel.

This conflict, whatever the trigger may have been, has
taught us again how sensitive our region here in the Middle
East is. From missiles being shot into Israel, to violent
demonstrations and riots within the country, we have
learned once more of our Heavenly Father’s grace and pro-
tection over His children.

Here at the Home, it was like a spiritual battle zone.
Many of the elderly found themselves gathering together
and praying more intensely “than in normal days.” Al-
though we “only” had 4 rockets fired into our area, about 5
miles away, we have seen very violent riots around the
Home during a couple of the days, with the mobs damaging
everything that came in their path. The Lord really pro-
tected us in a special way. Except for 3 youth who tried to
escape the police and climb our fence, we had no harm. We
have seen burning tires and trash bins all over the place
here in downtown Haifa, but were kept by His grace, with
nothing happening to us.

Thank you for your prayers for Israel, the Home, the res-
idents and team. You have been part of the Lord’s protec-
tion. We have seen again how true these verses are:

Mail to: Midnight Call Ministries, PO Box 84309, Lexington, SC 29073

O Yes, I wish to support the Ebenezer Home Project.

O onetime $

“Behold, He who keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor
sleep. The LORD is your keeper; The LORD is your shade
at your right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day, nor
the moon by night. The LORD shall preserve you from all
evil; He shall preserve your soul” (Psalm 121:4-7).

I think you have seen enough pictures and videos on the
news, but experiencing it yourself is a completely different
thing. This is how many of the residents describe it: some of
the Holocaust survivors, and those who have gone through
wars here in Israel, feel it and explained that many of the
trembling moments of 80+ years ago, of a destroying mob
going around in Nazi-occupied Europe, came flooding
back. They would look at me and ask, “When will this
stop?” The only thing I could do was quote verses from the
Bible and encourage them, “Do not be afraid of them, for
the Lord God who brought you out of Egypt is with you.”

Right now, all is quiet. The war is over, and we press on.
This time of conflict has showed us once more how we des-
perately need a new, larger Home for those who have no
place to stay and be taken care of. Thus, this month’s dona-
tions will be dedicated toward the new building.

Thank you for your help, prayers, encouragement and
support! All the residents and team greet you.

MCo0721
EH

With credit card

800-845-2420

Elistieee b O monthly
MIDNIGHT CALL
Name:
Address:
Note: Donations for City:
the project by y:
check/money order State:

le Web:

should be made out to Credit Card #:

idnightcall.
Exp: midnightcall.com/

Midnight Call, and
specify Ebenezer Home
in the memo line.

Security Code:
Email:

ebenezer

1
1
1
]
1
]
1
1
]
1
]
]
1

ready, call: 1
1
]
]
1
]
1
1
]
1
]
]
1
ol



Covid Anxiety, Climate
Panic, and Apocalypse
Phobia: Part 2

By Johannes Pflaum

People’s growing perplexity in the face of current crises was prophesied by Christ Himself.
It is intensifying as His second coming approaches. An investigation.

he labor pains that our Lord speaks
of in His end-time discourses will
accelerate and grow stronger (cf.

Matt 24—25). This also increases fear and
helplessness. Events will come that hu-

manity will be utterly helpless to face. But
this isn't about nature or Mother Earth
(“Gaia”) taking revenge on people. The
Old Testament prophets and the book of
Revelation show us that these occurrences
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If we read the book of Revelation, things are going to wind up being completely
out of hand politically, economically, and in nature.

originate with God—as a call to conver-
sion for mankind! Its a wake-up call and
an announcement of whats to come.

The messianic Psalm 2 speaks of the Lord
terrifying the nations (v. 5). Isaiah 2:19
and other passages also mention this.
There are pending tremors that will over-
turn every climate model and forecast.
Dangerous viruses, pandemics, and other
diseases can also occur completely unex-
pectedly (cf. Matt 24:7). If we read the
book of Revelation, things are going to
wind up being completely out of hand po-
litically, economically, and in nature. Hu-
manity will no longer be any match for
this. The last world empire of the An-
tichrist, the supposed problem solver, will
also be shaken to its foundations.

Against this backdrop, we read in Luke
21:25-26 of the fear and perplexity of the
peoples in the face of the roar of the sea
and its waves. The term for waves of water
(salos) is only found in this one New Tes-
tament passage (as are four other terms in
these two verses). It describes being tossed
back and forth by ocean waves. This could
even be fulfilled literally if we just con-
sider the events of Revelation 6—16. But
its also meant figuratively, showing the
complete helplessness of the nations in the
end. They will be shaken by the events
like floating objects in the sea become the
waves’ plaything. Gerhard Maier called it
the shaking of the whole system of coexis-
tence between peoples. The fear relates to
actual, real events.

There is one more thing to consider.
Just think of the already-forgotten topic of
swine or avian flu, or currently, the coron-
avirus. I'm not downplaying these events;
each death caused by these viruses is
tragic, especially the ones resulting from

= 1-800-845-2420

Covid-19. The long-term consequences
that some are having to bear after surviv-
ing the coronavirus can also be dire. How-
ever, it should be noted that despite all the
hardship and suffering, some of the horri-
ble calculations, death rates, and scenarios
never materialized as predicted. Likewise,
in the case of swine flu and avian flu, the
fear of the threat was far greater than what
ultimately happened.

And yet, unfortunately, there still were
and are nonsensical speculations and con-
spiracy theories among some Christians.
For example, some are claiming that
viruses (or their associated vaccines) are a
means of reducing the world’s population
and better controlling it. But, I have to
mention that not everything branded a
“conspiracy theory” by politicians and in
the mainstream media actually is one. The
club of “conspiracy theories” is unfortu-
nately being used more and more to si-
lence legitimate professional criticism of
assessments and measures, particularly
during this coronavirus pandemic.

JULY 2021
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Covid Anxiety, Climate Panic, and Apocalypse Phobia: Part 2

Or consider the subject of ecological collapse.
In the spring of 2007, a secret climate re-
port hit the press, according to which we
only had 13 years until collapse. Those 13
years expired nearly a year and a half ago
(at the end of February 2020). Even if eco-
logical problems increase and the forces of
nature falter, we know for sure from the
Bible that there will be no global climate
collapse. This is our consolation and our
confidence, especially in view of Covid
anxiety and climate panic!

Let’s also remember the fear of a global
nuclear war of annihilation during the
Cold War. In some global political situa-
tions of the time, we came close to initiat-
ing a nuclear war (although the public
only learned this in retrospect). But it
never got that far. Today, the flood of digi-
tal information reinforces the constant
fear, horror, and helplessness—whether or
not the thing we fear actually happens. We
see both: on the one hand, there is fear and
impotence in the face of actual events that
are increasingly shaking the nations, and
Jesus’ second coming draws closer. But on
the other hand, there is also fear and shock
over scenarios that never actually occur.

The cosmic terrors of which Christ
speaks in Luke 21:25ff., in which every-
thing slips away from humanity and fear
and horror spread, are not the end. They're
only the preface to a mighty event: Jesus’

Today, the flood of digital information
reinforces the constant fear, horror, and

helplessness.

visible return to this earth in power and
glory. Yes, even we Bible-believing Chris-
tians can get scared sometimes, but we are
walking toward the “great light” at the end
of the tunnel. And we are walking in the
knowledge that, at no time does Christ
lose control of these frightful events. All
the contractions that are shaking mankind
in the end, creating fear and terror, are
heralding Jesus’ second coming. After all
the darkness of world history, His bright
day will come. That is the only hope we
have for our planet and for humanity.
Theologian Adolf Schlatter wrote: “The
sea serves as a herald of the coming judg-
ment with a mighty roar. But the peoples
do not know what this roaring means,
what it proclaims as it resounds over the
earth. They only feel the majesty and
dreadfulness of what is now approaching,
but they do not know who is coming.”
Jesus Christ is coming again. He will
put an end to all hardship, all the misery
caused by sin and darkness. But He is also
coming to judge a human race that re-
mains hostile to God—hence, the pains
and fears that precede His second coming
(cf. Rev 6). If we were aware of this, the
tremors and the associated fear would be
an incentive for us: an incentive to pray
that people will be saved and come to
know Christ as their Savior; a driving force
to bear witness to the gospel and support
the spread of the Good News. We don't
have to get carried away by fear of the end
of the world, like humanity detached from
God. But we also don’t need to gloss over
or downplay anything. Rather, in the midst
of the age of fear, we should bear testi-
mony of the living hope we possess. We
should recognize these possibilities and
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Our fleeting earth hasn’t had its best days since the Fall, but they’re still to come.

take advantage of them. Just as the Apostle
Peter wrote to the churches, “...sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts: and be ready al-
ways to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in
you with meekness and fear” (1 Pet 3:15,
KJV).

Let’s be a testimony in word and in deed.
Let's meet people in love and help them in
very practical ways, when everyone else is
just looking out for themselves. Not with
our heads in the clouds, thinking that every-
thing will get better, and we can create the
visible kingdom of God. But to be a sign of
hope for what will come with Jesus’ return.
The fear, anxiety, and helplessness that is
surrounding us, should also encourage us to
direct our lives toward the goal, toward the
coming of our Lord. As followers of Jesus,
we are also in danger of being gripped by
the climate of fear and despair, of losing our-
selves in things that are temporary.

A Christian’s path through this world can
be very rocky and steep, but that’s never the
final word. In the end, neither despair nor
an imaginary, terrestrial “happy ending”
awaits us, but perfection and visible com-
munion with Jesus. Saved people, real
Christians, never have their best days be-
hind them, but before them—even if their

= 1-800-845-2420

path goes through the dark valley of tears
and the shadow of death first. Our fleeting
earth hasn’t had its best days since the Fall,
but they’re still to come. This best time, the
millennial kingdom, will begin tangibly
with Jesus’ return and the associated judg-
ment of humanity.
I'd like to close with verses from a song:

Jesus is coming! O sing the glad word!

Coming for those He redeemed by His

blood,

Coming to reign as the glorified Lord!

Jesus is coming again!

Jesus is coming! The dead shall arise,
Loved ones shall meet in a joyful surprise,
Caught up together to Him in the skies
Jesus is coming again!

Jesus is coming! His saints to release;
Coming to give to the warring earth peace:
Sinning and sighing, and sorrow shall cease.
Jesus is coming again.

Jesus is coming! The promise is true;
Who are the chosen, the faithful, the few,
Waiting and watching, prepared for review?
Jesus is coming again!

-D. W. Whittle
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Letters to the

Address letters for publication to: Letters to the Editor, Midnight Call, PO Box 84309, Lexington, SC 29073.Include full name,
address, and daytime phone number or email. Without name and address, letters will be discarded unread. All material is
subject to editing. Midnight Call assumes all publishing rights on letters sent to the Editor.

Note: All letters will be answered by the Executive Editor, Arno Froese.

OLIGARCH BILLIONAIRES...
JERUSALEM TRODDEN DOWN...

JESUS MOVIES

Oligarch Billionaires
Dear Arno Froese,

I was disappointed by your answer to L. Tall-
man in the May “Letters to the Editor.” The Epoch
Times is not a conspiracy theory newspaper pub-
lication. Your homework should be to stick to the
Bible.

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and
his fathers affiliation to the now-named
(un)Planned Parenthood have not been re-
searched. Neither has research been accom-
plished as to oligarch billionaires, i.e. global
financial wizards: Bezos (Amazon), Musk (Tesla),
Gates (Microsoft), Zuckerberg (Facebook), and
Buffett (Berkshire Hathaway). These people, plus
others around the globe, are involved in robotics,
Al solar and electrical power, medical maneuver-
ing, and more. Their financial gains from the
“pandemic” have placed them over the top.

-S.Suran, PA

Answer: You instruct me to“stick to the Bible,”yet you men-
tioned several famous CEOs who “are involved in robotics,
Al, solar and electrical power, medical maneuvering, and
more.” Actually, that’s what multiple million scientists and
engineers are involved in around the globe.

40 MIDNIGHT CALL

Here is my homework: “the whole world lieth in
wickedness” (1 John 5:19b). We live “in the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation” (Philippians 2:15). As Chris-
tians, we pray “that he might deliver us from this present
evil world” (Galatians 1:4). What the world does or does
not do; what mighty men or political leaders are in-
volved in, is secondary—of little to no interest to the true
Church of Jesus Christ. It is for that reason that | kindly
decline your request to do research on the various
names listed.

Incidentally, the owners of The Epoch Times are involved
at the highest levels of the Chinese cult Falun Gong, a spiri-
tual movement combining Buddhism and Taoism to har-
ness cosmic energy, according to Wikipedia.

Jerusalem Trodden Down
Dear Editor,

Greetings in the name above all names,
Yahshua. In the April “World Focus,” “Face-
mask Skepticism Fades,” your commentary
states, “The Church...will be taken out of the
way when the fullness of the Gentiles has come
in.” Don’t you think this is the same time that
Romans 11:25 is talking about? Is it not the
same time that Yahshua told us about in Luke
21:24? And if it is, then what about what hap-
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Letlters to the

pened on June 7, 19672 For that is when
Yahusalem was taken out of Gentile hands.

I believe we are now in a transition stage,
much like the time when Yahshua was declared
to be the Messiyah by the Kodesh Spirit in
Simeon, in the Temple in Yahusalem. And we all
know what happened to the Temple and the
House of Yahdah 70 years hence.

-J. Dunkelberger, PA

Answer: Jerusalem is still subject to the Gentiles. Where
once the temple stood, there is the Dome of the Rock and
the Al Agsa Mosque. On 7 July 1967, Israel captured
Jerusalem, but until this day the city is still “trodden down of
the Gentiles.”

We are not required to use a specific language. That was
made clear in Acts 2, when Jews from 16 different areas
came and heard the Gospel preached in their own lan-
guage. That means Hebrew is not required, but all lan-
guages on planet earth are acceptable.

Jesus Movies
Brother Froese,

I was wondering what your favorite movie
about Jesus Christ is. I realize that the movie
industry and Hollywood in general is a haunt of
demons and cage of every unclean bird (Rew.
18:2). However, I value your opinion and that
of your staff, as shepherds of the flock.

I thought Jesus of Nazareth (1977) had an au-
thentic feel of time and place. In Passion of the
Christ (2004), the portrayal of Satan’s rage after
the crucifixion was theologically perfect. The
raising of Lazarus from the dead in The Greatest
Story Ever Told (1965) was a scene worth dying
for (no pun intended). The Gospel of John
(2003) used the Bible word for word as its
script. Hard to mess that up!

Anyway, your thoughts, sir. Thank you.

-M. Hoxmeier, CA

Answer: | cannot recall ever watching a movie about our
Lord. If my memory serves me correctly, the last time
| went to see a movie with my wife in a theater must have
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been over 40 years or more ago. | think it was Fiddler on
the Roof, which was quite interesting because we could
identify with the story, being refugees ourselves.

Requirements to Be Saved

Our community home has reopened the door
for Sunday church services, and 1 have been
asked if I would conduct one of the services.

May I ask your response and advice that will
assist me in my given topic, “What Does Christ
Require of Us to Fully Gain His Acceptance?”

According to Scripture, we know that bap-
tism is a must (Mark 16:16). Christ Himself
was baptized by John the Baptist to fulfill all
righteousness.

Secondly, we know that Christ met with His
apostles in the Upper Room and presented the
sacrament (Matthew 3:16; 28:19; Mark 1:8;
16:16) for His body and blood.

May I ask for your thoughtful response as to
what is required by Christ to gain full salva-
tion.

-S.Bennett, WA

Answer: The answer is in John 3:15-16 and 36. Believing
is the key.

Mark 16:16a: “He that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved” does not mean water baptism. The next sen-
tence makes it clear:“but he that believeth not shall be
damned.” No mention of baptism. The thief on the cross
was saved without water baptism.

We do not attach sacramental value to water baptism.
Innumerable souls have broken through to a living faith
in Jesus—being born again of His Spirit—but have never
been baptized by immersion.

This also applies to the Lord’s Supper; it is an example,
and not a sacrament. In John 6:53, Jesus says: “Except ye
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye
have no life in you.” That would be cannibalism—totally
forbidden in Scripture. Thus, we must read verse 63 as
the answer:“It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh prof-
iteth nothing: the words that | speak unto you, they are
spirit, and they are life.” It's a spiritual matter, not flesh
and blood. ¥9
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A Christian’s Guide to the World’s Most
Prominent Religions

eeting people from other religions is an incredible blessing
M and a unique challenge. As Christians, what do we need to

know about their beliefs to effectively interact with them?
And how can we share about Jesus with sensitivity for someone’s
relationship to their current faith?

A compilation from some of today’s top religion scholars, The
Popular Handbook of World Religions is a clear and insightful guide to
understanding and conversing with followers of the world’s major
belief systems. You will...

e gain a balanced, nuanced comprehension of what followers of
other religions believe, and see how those beliefs compare with those
of Christianity

¢ develop deeper respect for different cultures and appreciate their
unique traditions and ideas

e learn how to share about Christ with true compassion and a
recognition of other people’s individuality and heritage
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Clear Answers to Complex Questions

keeping track of what the Bible says about the end times

can be challenging even for seasoned believers. That’s
why the bestselling authors behind the Prophecy Pros
Podcast are here to bring you a comprehensive and user-
friendly guide to the most need-to-know facts about what is
to come.

Packed with charts, timelines, and infographics, The
Prophecy Pros’ lllustrated Guide to Tough Questions About
the End Times delivers speculation-free, biblically sourced
answers to your questions on one of the Bible’s most
significant topics. You'll learn about imminent events like the
rapture, Jesus’ second coming, and life in heaven, while
understanding exactly what Bible prophecy is, where it’s
found in Scripture, and why Christians should study it.

As you grow in your understanding of God’s plans for
history still-to-come, your trust in Him will be transformed.
Whether you’re new to your faith or a longtime student of
Bible prophecy, this approachable handbook will provide
helpful, straightforward answers to your queries and
concerns about the end times, inspiring you to face the
future with confidence!
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