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The love that John 3:16 is speaking of is
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n't related to

magnificent landscapes, or to any of the inventions or
achievements that humans take pride in. Rather, it is an
incredible miracle, a love so immense that we neither

understand nor deserve it.
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A Man Like No Other!

By Norbert Lieth

he miracle of Jesus’ birth amazes us again

I and again; It is humanly incomprehensi-

ble, exceeding our capacity to understand.
Eternity comes into our time.

The Bible states that all things come from God
the Father, and that everything continues through
Jesus: “But to us there is but one God, the Father,
of whom are all things and we in him; and one
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we
by him” (1 Cor 8:6). Jesus is the One through
whom everything was created: “...all things were
created by him, and for him” (Col 1:16b).

The visible and invisible parts of all worlds—
the total creation in heaven and on earth and all
angelic beings—were created through Jesus
Christ. He maintains all things by the power of
His word (Col 1:15-19; Hebrews 1:2-3). It is the
same with salvation. The plan of salvation comes
from God the Father in accordance with God the
Son (Hebrews 10:7-9). But the actual work of
redemption was carried out by the Son here on
earth (John 17:4; 19:28, 30).

Adam, which means “man,” was created by
Jesus. He was created in the image of God, which
makes him different from all other creatures and
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gives his life a correspondingly different purpose.
He is to serve God, follow His will, and rule over
the created world. He stands above all other
earthly creatures and is, so to speak, God’s repre-
sentative on earth.

But Adam, the human being, fell into sin and
ruined the image of God in which he was created.
Itis told how Adam and Eve heard God’s voice in
the cool of the evening and went to hide among
the trees ... because they had become aware of
their nakedness. That is an apt description of what
guilt does. Sin always causes a guilty conscience
and wants to be hidden. One wants to cover it up,
downplay it, or trivialize it. But then God speaks:
“And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said
unto him, Where art thou?” (Genesis 3:9). Sooner
or later, sin must be exposed.

Since the Fall, God has been following and ask-
ing after man. Finally, in order to save him, the
Creator Himself became a creature. The Lord
becomes a human being (1Cor 15:45, 47) and
thus takes on the image of man, but without the
sin. Now God speaks to us as man, face to face.
One moment He was in all His heavenly, all-pow-
erful and divine glory, and now suddenly He is a

Visit midnightcall.com
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WHY DID CHRISTMAS
HAVE TO HAPPEN?
PART 1

Johannes Pflaum

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”

(John 3:16).

he days of Advent and Christmas

I have a special appeal. The ambient
lights, especially in the middle of

the darkest season, can warm your heart.

And when you add snow, the atmosphere
becomes even more beautiful. If it snows

in the weeks around the holiday, we can
see wonderful winter landscapes that
make us marvel at the beauty of God’s cre-
ation.

Of course, Christmastime isn't the only
time that special places and events appeal
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The Greek word kosmos is actually used in some places to mean the beauty of

creation.

to us; consider the mountains, or the sea-
side in the summer. Even on the plains,
spring or autumn has a unique beauty.
That's why people travel to desirable
places at different times of the year. People
are willing to pay to spend their holidays
someplace special if possible, and some-
times we secretly wish that we could live
there year-round. There are so many
attractive and pleasant places on earth.
And for many people, their own home is
one of those special and endearing places.

In John 3:16, we find the familiar pas-
sage about God’s vast love for the world.
When we consider the earth and its many
beautiful places, its easy to assume that
God would obviously love it. Whether it
a fairytale snow-covered mountain range
in winter, or a breathtaking sunset at the
beach, we love it too. After all, this world
is God’s creation that He made. Doesn’t
He have every reason to love it, just as a
master carpenter loves his masterpiece?
Yet if we're thinking along these lines,
we're missing the true essence of the
Christmas event.

If we consider this verse carefully, it
becomes clear that God’s incredible love
for the world is anything but inevitable.
The love that John 3:16 is speaking of isn’t
related to magnificent landscapes, or to
any of the inventions or achievements that
humans take pride in. Rather, it is an
incredible miracle, a love so immense that

= 1-800-845-2420

we neither understand nor deserve it. Just
why did Christmas have to happen? For
the salvation of the world. I'd like to exam-
ine this subject using three Christmas mir-
acles.

The First Christmas Miracle:
God Loves the World

To recognize the miracle, let’s first ask our-
selves what the Bible means by “world”
in this context. The Greek word kosmos
is actually used in some places to mean
the beauty of creation. The word “cosmet-
ics” comes from this root. “World” can
therefore refer to creation in its God-given
and -ordered beauty. (Think again about
certain places that you particularly love,
such as a dreamlike winter landscape.)
When “world” is used in this context, the
transience of the fallen creation also res-
onates along with it, rightly filling us with
nostalgia.

However, the Gospel of John also uses
the term “world” with a different focus,
one that doesn't refer to beautiful land-
scapes or fascinating natural ambiance. In
these cases, “world” means humanity as
awhole, and thus each individual human
being: the true state of mankind from
God’s perspective. And it is anything but
good, despite the beautiful mountain
ranges and sunsets. It is the opposite of
good and orderly. Humanity is in a cata-
strophic state from the divine perspective.

STORY
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WHY DID CHRISTMAS HAVE TO HAPPEN? — PART 1

If it snows in the weeks around the holiday, we can see wonderful winter
landscapes that make us marvel at the beauty of God'’s creation.

MIDNIGHT CALL

In our part of the world, Christmas falls
during the darkest part of the year. This
makes us love the corresponding romantic
meaning all the more. But this darkness
can also be very depressing. In the Bible,
the prophet Isaiah describes our human
condition this way: “For, behold, the dark-
ness shall cover the earth, and gross dark-
ness the people” (Isa 60:2a). This isn't a
visual of how a storm can cause momen-
tary darkness. Rather, this spiritual dark-
ness pervades human history through the
millennia. Great inventions or outward
prosperity cannot hide it. This cata-
strophic state began with the great cata-
strophe that befell the first two humans,
Adam and Eve. And it was no random
event or supposed act of nature, that
humans were powerless to oppose. It was
caused and triggered by us humans.

The Bible calls this catastrophe the Fall:
secession from God, inextricably linked
with rebellion against Him. Adam and Eve
believed Satan’s lie that they could be like
God, knowing good and evil indepen-

dently of Him. In doing so, they not only
plunged humanity into ruin, but also all
of creation as well.

The Bible tells us that death entered the
world through sin. All of creation has been
subject to mortality since the Fall. We see
this in the plant world, the animals, all the
way up to humans. And it’s more than just
aphysical death; we are alienated from the
life of God. As Paul explains, man is sep-
arated from God and dead in sin (Eph
2:11f.). Evenif you feel great, are enjoying
the best of health, or are successful in all
you do, it doesn’t change this fact. To be
dead in sin means a life apart from God.
It will end in God’s judgment, eternally
separated from Him.

We humans are unfit for fellowship
with God due to the Fall. Since that cata-
strophe, human history has been one long
saga of humanity asserting himself against
the living God. This can manifest itself in
different ways. One way this happens is
mankind openly rebels against God and
His will: “Let us break their bands asunder,
and cast away their cords from us” (Ps
2:3). Man wants to throw off the Lord, His
will, and His commandments.

On the flip side of the coin, humanity
rejects God’s incorruptible judgment by
trying to prove how good and noble he is;
perhaps even by living a religious, out-
wardly Christian lifestyle. But the Apostle
Paul says: “Therefore thou art inexcusable,

Visit midnightcall.com
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Adam and Eve believed Satan’s lie that they could be like God, knowing good

and evil independently of Him.

O man, whosoever thou art that judgest:
for wherein thou judgest another, thou
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest
doest the same things” (Rom 2:1).

This is reality as God sees it. Even out-
wardly good actions won't change the
heart’s evil thoughts, whether those actions
are motivated by hatred and jealousy, or
arrogance and pride. Either way, the rebel-
lion against God is always the same.

“For, behold, the darkness shall cover
the earth, and gross darkness the people.”
This is the sad reality of human history
through the millennia. Looking back, the
history of humanity is one of pride, self-
ishness, and arrogance. It is a tale of con-
flict, war, blood and tears, full of collapses
and setbacks. All the markers of external
progress and prosperity can’t change that.
And when man thinks he can gain free-
dom by rebelling against God and His will,
he destroys himself. An example: 100
years ago, English ethnologist J. D. Unwin
used examples from history to show that
free and limitless sexual expression, ulti-
mately led to the decline of advanced civ-
ilizations.

Eleonore Furstin von Reuss expressed
what a life far from God is like in her song,
“I Went Through the World™:

I've watched the people,

They search morning and night,

They labor, they come and go,

And their life is work and toil!

= 1-800-845-2420

They're seeking what can’t be found
In love and honor and happiness,
And they return,

Burdened by sin and unsatisfied.

Since the catastrophic Fall of man, he has
continually tried to rid himself of God.
Human history has in large part been, not
only a story of our flight from God, but
also of rebellion against Him. We don’t
want to see ourselves as God does. We
don’t want to agree with His incorruptible
verdict. Our lost condition is so profound,
that even God’s judgment doesn’t bring
about repentance.

The very first pages of the Bible make
this clear. Even when mankind was in its
infancy, it was so full of iniquity that God
sent the great Flood as judgment. Only
eight people were saved in the Ark. You'd
think that mankind would have caught
on. But what was the result? Renewed
rebellion against God in the Tower of
Babel. Humanity wanted to create par-
adise on earth himself, without God. And
once again, God had to intervene.

It wasn't any different after two cata-
strophic world wars. Despite catchy slo-
gans like, “We can do it!” and, “The sky’s
the limit!” anything we think we can
achieve without or against the living God,
will only lead to the next catastrophe
eventually. God’s verdict is upon all of
it: “For, behold, the darkness shall cover

STORY
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He loved you and me that much, even when we were utterly indifferent to Him
and brushed Him off.

10
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the earth, and gross darkness the peo-
ple.”

History concretely shows that
mankind learns nothing from his past.
The Gospel of John summarizes the
whole tragedy in a way that could also
apply to individual lives: “And men
loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil” (John 3:19b).

This is the world, humanity, as God
sees it. Not dreamy winter landscapes,
sentimental Christmas traditions, or
vivid sunsets. He sees a world that
turns its back on its Creator, that flees
from Him, that doesn’t want to know
anything about Him. The humanity
that rebels against Him in repeated
surges, like wave after wave pounding
the shore of a stormy sea. This gives
just a glimpse of the miracle that is
God’s love for the world. He doesn’t
love a humanity that obeys Him or
wants Him. To the contrary: God so
loved separated-from-Him humanity
... We could also say that God so loved
repeatedly-rebelling-against-Him
humanity.

He loved you and me that much, even
when we were utterly indifferent to Him
and brushed Him off. Your rebellion and
resistance, and mine, can’t change any-
thing about His love. And that brings us
to the second miracle of Christmas: God
gives His Son!

The Second Christmas Miracle:

God Gives His Son

Many people confuse love with specific
feelings or a certain emotional state. When
the feelings evaporate, love is gone as well.
There’s no question that love involves feel-
ings. But it's about much more than that.

What this world and humanity deserves
for his detachment from God, is His just
judgment. But when we look at John 3:16%
second Christmas miracle, God’s incom-
prehensible love becomes clear: He gave
His only begotten Son. He sent Him “into
the world” (v. 17). This giving includes
the broader aspect of sending, although
the two are inseparable. First, let's delve
into the sending.

The heart of the Christmas event is the
sending of the Son. That’s when God the
Father sent His Son, Jesus Christ, into this
world. Jesus Christ appeared on earth as
a small, helpless infant. He entered a
humanity that hadn’t been expecting or
pleading for Him, but instead turned their
backs on Him and treated Him with hos-
tility, thereby rejecting God.

“He was in the world, and the world
was made by him, and the world knew
him not. He came unto his own, and his
own received him not” (John 1:10-11).

Two aspects resonate from “world.” The
firstis creation as a whole. It was made by
Him (that is, by Jesus; cf. Col 1:15-17).
God brought all of creation into existence

Visit midnightcall.com
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Only eight people were saved in the Ark. You'd think that mankind would have
taken the hint. But what was the result? Renewed rebellion against God in the

Tower of Babel.

through Him. Everything exists through
Him. We are now, for example, able to
describe certain natural laws (such as the
gravitational forces that keep the planets
and other celestial bodies in motion), but
we don't know where they come from or
why they work. The Bible says that all of
this is only in Christ, through Christ, and
to Christ. All of creation is His property.
And fallen man and Satan try to challenge
His supremacy over it.

On the other hand, “world” also means
a mankind that has been detached from
God. God created man as the crown of
creation, in His own image. But, as already
mentioned, mankind has turned his back
on God since the Fall. This means that
Christmas is about God’s Son being sent
to a humanity that is hostile to Him.

When He sent His only begotten Son,
God the Father wasn't nurturing any false
expectations that were disappointed in the
end, as we sometimes do. He knew that
His property—mankind—would over-
whelmingly reject and eventually kill His
Son. And yet He sent Him anyway. Even
back when Jesus was on earth, this senti-
ment was expressed in the cry, “We will
not have this man to reign over us” (Luke
19:14b).

That hasn’t changed to this day. People
want to decide for themselves what they
think is right and follow their own gut feel-

= 1-800-845-2420

ings. Whether spirituality, religiosity, agnos-

ticism, or atheism, everything is simply a
tool for self-determination. And when ter-
rible catastrophes recur, disasters that
humanity himself has caused, then
mankind screams out against God and
accuses Him. We fail to see that all of this
is just a result of our separation from and
rebellion against God. “He came unto his
own, and his own received him not.”
Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, was
ready to walk this path out of God’s glory
and into our godless world. He knew what
awaited Him. As the true God, He had every
divine privilege with His Father. And yet
He wanted to become human, to leave
behind all of His divine privileges and enter
a humanity that was dark, rejecting, and
opposed to God. His only concern was
honoring His heavenly Father. He did this
out of love for those who were hostile to
Him.
(MR1221/1206)

(Continued next month.)
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MIND CHANGERS: DRIVING HUMAN
ACTIONS ONTO THE SHOALS
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This writer’s secular career has been influenced by the Austrian School
of Economics. One of the best and most known scholars from this
school was Ludwig von Mises. (He was one of its main founders.) Par-
ticularly influential was his work Human Action: A Treatise on Eco-

nomics (first published in 1940).

By Wilfred Hahn

conomists are sometimes ven-

erated, but of course, no econ-

omist—good or bad—can
predict the future with any durable
accuracy. But economic clairvoyance
is not why we reference the Austrian
School. We are more interested in the-
ory ... the questions that explain the
impact that human actions have on
economies and world trends.

An esteemed friend and mentor—
the late Dr. Kurt Richebicher, one of
the first jet-setting “global market
economists”—taught this analyst
about the necessity to understand eco-
nomic theory. He was a devotee of the
Austrian School. Rather than relying
solely upon quantitative modeling, his
reasoning was that if you cannot
explain the causality behind the statis-
tic—in other words, the theory—then

it can be very dangerous to rely on that
economic statistic.

Most other economics schools do
not bother much with such theory, but
rather focus on the surface mathemat-
ics. Yes, math is useful, but the moti-
vations of mankind cannot be modeled
with numbers and formulas. Why?
The human is much too complex and
inconsistent. As Dr. Mises emphasized,
human action is the outcome of values,
beliefs, expectations, and their
changes. There need be no rhyme or
logical reason. Humans can change
their minds on a dime ... capriciously
and quixotically.

In fact, humans are perpetually
prone to change their mind about
beliefs and values (and anything else,
for that matter). This is a key charac-
teristic that distinguishes God from
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Global warming advocates continue to push their agenda very

aggressively. This should not be a surprise, as “climate change” is

potentially lucrative ... at many levels. Also, it must not be overlooked

that “global warming” actions give rise to oppressive controls, both

domestically and globally.

man. Says the Bible: “God is not human,
that he should lie, not a human being,
that he should change his mind. Does
he speak and then not act? Does he
promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers
23:19; cf. 1 Samuel 15:29; Malachi 3:6;
James 1:17). God does not change;
humans do.

And lately, humanity has been collec-
tively changing values and views on an
epic scale as never before. Mankind has
been radically changing his mind with
respect to his values and beliefs (the
existence of God, families, morals ...
etc.). In our view, such changes have
been quite sudden. It is just as this pop-
ular saying implies: “Make your own
reality.” Changes in views can be driven
by nothing more than whimsy ... having
no foundation. Yet in turn, this drives
human actions.

Some observers today make the case
that mankind has entered the Anthro-
pocene Age, where human actions are
thought to actually impact the universe
itself. That claim may be over-reaching,
but not so the changes in human beliefs.
They indeed have become overarching.

We will discuss three such changes in
values and show their impact on
“human actions.”

= 1-800-845-2420

1.Global Financial Fascism (Global
Climate Change Actions)

Readers will recognize that concerns
about global warming have struck fear
into the hearts of many people. It is a
concern that has swept the world in
recent decades. According to a Pew
Research Center survey, climate
change is the top global threat in the
public’s mind across 19 developed
countries.

There have been world-sweeping ini-
tiatives to convince all people on earth
that they are witnessing an unfolding
global “climate change” crisis. This
growing human belief—also considered
an agenda, correct or not—is powerfully
driving huge “human actions.”

But why would this be considered a
change of views or values? For several
reasons.

DECEMBER 2022
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For one, it is partly a “manufactured”
viewpoint that has emerged relatively
recently ... only several decades ago or
so. Yet to date, there is no scientific
proof as to the impact of rising emis-
sions, nor the assurance that all anti-
carbon initiatives being proposed today
will actually make a difference in the
future. There is no proven theory. And,
even while there are no such proofs, it
is claimed that a “scientific consensus”
exists on these issues by those who pro-
mote fears of climate change. It goes
without saying that those who disagree
are therefore not allowed to be part of
the consensus. Instead, they are ostra-
cized ... just as is the case with Cre-
ationists.

However, to be truthful, the world’s
response to theories of climate change
remains unsettled. Globally, emissions
(mainly CO2 and methane) in the
atmosphere are indeed rising.

Yet, global warming advocates con-
tinue to push their agenda very aggres-
sively. This should not be a surprise, as
“climate change” is potentially lucrative
... at many levels. Also, it must not be
overlooked that “global warming”
actions give rise to oppressive controls,
both domestically and globally.

Also, it would be true to say that the
“global warming” proponents are not
above brutal tactics in shutting down
any opposition to their initiatives, sci-
entific or otherwise. These measures in
many cases border on financial fascism.

That said, some backlash is emerg-
ing. Certain major corporations and
banks are protesting the massive “anti-
carbon” regulations being introduced.

We come back to our main point. Vir-
tually the entire world has changed its
view to align with a global warming cri-
sis ... and all its threatening attendant
impacts. Yet, it is not a proven matter.

2.Change in Familialism: Declining
Fertility

It is an earth-shaking development ...
a fast-emerging post-familial world. It
reflects a massive change in human val-
ues that will have an alarming world
impact in the future. In fact, that future
is already here.

Just what is unfolding today that
demographic trends reveal? In short,
there are two main contributing
trends—one good, the other bad. First,
human longevity (length of life) has
continued to increase for much of the
world ... to the continued surprise of
actuaries. This trend is largely the out-
come of advancing medical technology
and prosperity. Its main impact is
revealed in the aging of the population.

Traditionally, lengthening longevity
has been considered a beneficial devel-
opment. People are living longer than
ever before. A “good old age” was once
considered a blessing, according to the
Bible. But sadly, today, a long life has
begun to be regarded as a curse. To
understand this, we must also connect
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MIND CHANGERS: DRIVING HUMAN ACTIONS ONTO THE SHOALS

Increasingly, households are deciding not to have children—Iet alone

starting up households at all. This is partly attributable to post- or anti-
familialism. More and more, people are choosing not to marry or have
children. Families are under siege.

another demographic trend—plunging
fertility. It is a highly malignant factor
that will continue to accelerate world-
wide.

It boils down to this: Humanity has
made an about-face and simply changed
its mind on having offspring. Children
are no longer considered to be a blessing
from the Lord (see Psalm 127:3).

Increasingly, households are deciding
not to have children—Iet alone starting
up households at all. This is partly attrib-
utable to post- or anti-familialism. More
and more, people are choosing not to
marry or have children. Families are
under siege.

Shockingly, not only are female fertility
rates at new lows, but also male fertility
is decaying rapidly. In the case of males,
we must point out that the decline in fer-
tility is not entirely the result of human
choice. For some (still unexplained) rea-
son, sperm counts have declined at a
steep pace over recent decades.

Lengthening longevity and post-famil-
ialism are the major cause of the aging
of the world’s population. Critically, these
factors are accelerating. Today, the future
hasarrived ... the chickens having come
home to roost.

And so, the time has come where the
human values shift (declining house-
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holds with children) has caused alarming
demographic trends. This has unleashed
desperate responses ... these also an
extension of the endtime maelstrom of
changes.

People are clamoring to save for their
retirement years and to find sufficient
future financial income. A very large
cohort of older people will experience
difficult retirement years. They will not
be able to afford a comfortable retirement
as they may once have anticipated.

3.End of a Unipolar World
A recent G20 meeting shows that the
world is no longer cow-towing to the
US and other high-income countries.
Even Vladimir Putin had been invited
to attend.

Major countries openly refuse to
align their policies with that of the US.
The world is therefore bifurcating into

DECEMBER 2022
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two competing orbs. Included here are
China, India, and others.

Itis key to understand that this is a raw
rift which will likely become much more
protracted in the future. The world is
becoming more polarized, broadly, into
two factions—America plus EU (Anglo-
Saxon), versus Rest-of-World. (The for-
mer group are essentially all of Roman
influence or Roman offshoots.)

Consider the sweeping sanctions that
the US and Europe have imposed on Rus-
sia in response to its invasion of Ukraine,
which have triggered countermeasures.
A form of financial fascism (weaponizing)
appears to have taken place.

In the cause of fighting Russia’s
actions (whether right or wrong),
everything became allowable. Central-
ized world trade and financial systems
were marshaled to shut down an entire
country. We can now count on the rest
of the world to never allow themselves
to be held hostage by the Western Bloc
of nations. If Russia can be singled out
for sanctions (deserved or not), then
why not any other country?

The bottom line? It is a new world.
Values have changed. The Roman-type
countries are to be deposed as de facto
world rulers. From this point forward,
the globe must be seen as two opposing
factions ... shifting into global rivalry
between two orbs. This ushers in major
change and volatility ahead. Again,
such monumental shifts of global scale
align with endtime agendas.

Thoughts to Ponder

Changes in human actions have had
explosive impacts upon political econ-
omy and financial trends in recent
decades. Changes of this type have
truly been monumental ... indeed,
unprecedented in recent decades.

Where is this all leading? What def-
initely can be concluded is that
changes in views and values of epic
scale are unfolding in these days. It is
key to see that these massive changes
in views are of human nature ... matters
of the heart and mind.

We have no reason to expect that
these changes in “human views” will
lead to a better world. Quite the
opposite. The Bible says, “The heart
is deceitful above all things and
beyond cure. Who can understand
it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). We expect the
opposite and see these changes as
being emblematic of an endtime
world. According to the Bible,
changes are to come in as a flood
(Daniel 9:26). It would not be unrea-
sonable to identify the values and
moral changes that we see today, as a
defining part of this endtime mael-
strom.

“The LORD saw how great the
wickedness of the human race had
become on the earth, and that every
inclination of the thoughts of the
human heart was only evil all the
time” (Genesis 6:5). The world today
is again at a similar nexus point. ¥
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DR. RON J. BIGALKE

Perhaps you are being confronted with a difficult situation, such as intending to accomplish the will
of God and to follow the Lord faithfully, yet that path has become more intricate than you could

have imagined.

erhaps you are wondering how to avoid a
Pprior commitment, bypass some chal-
lenge, or partially obey a direct teaching
of Scripture. Second Corinthians will encourage
you to finish what you started. Doing so will
result in joy, and the heavenly Father will be
pleased when you are true to your commitments.
The best way to fulfill good intentions is to
accomplish them.
Being faithful to one’s commitments—espe-
cially regarding the purpose and will of God—
means doing so freely, not simply out of
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compulsion. Nevertheless, it is not inappropriate
to state reasons why one should bring a commit-
ment to fulfillment, even when it may sometimes
constitute significant urging. An impetus based
on honest and truthful reasons is always legiti-
mate, even though it should not be stated as a
command. Second Corinthians 8—9 address this
very issue.

HONORING COMMITMENTS
Second Corinthians 8—9 refer to generosity that
is enabled and motivated by God (vv. 1-4; cf. vv.
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Pursuing Generosity

Scripture provides an example of the greatest redistribution of wealth that will ever

occur.

12-14). The expression “beyond their ability” (v.
3) is somewhat hyperbolic for beyond normal
expectation. Personal interests do not interfere
with giving what is not essential, which is why
the Bible refers to it as a “gracious work” (vv. 6-
7) or divine enablement. Being generous requires
consecration “to the Lord” and to His servants,
in addition to regarding all one possesses as God’s
(v. 5). “Every good thing given and every perfect
gift is from above” (Jas 1:17a); therefore, one is
a steward (not master) of his or her possessions.
The primary duty of a steward is faithfulness (1
Cor 4:2), which God rewards (Luke 16:10-12).

Defined as the transfer of income and wealth
from some individuals to others, redistribution
of wealth is a polarizing issue. Scripture, how-
ever, provides an example of the greatest redis-
tribution of wealth that will ever occur. Second
Corinthians 8:9 declares, “For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He
was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so
that you through His poverty might become
rich.” Of course, verse 9 is not referring to mon-
etary wealth; rather, Jesus is the eternal God, and
as such owns everything by virtue of His author-
ity and power. He “became poor” (by humbling
himself as a bond-servant, and becoming obe-
dient to a substitutionary death on a cross: Phil
2:5-8) encompasses the glorious truth of the
gospel. Jesus “became poor,” even though the
riches of His glory as God the Son are infinite. Jesus
is the great example for being generous, and the
gospel is the basis and motivation for godly living.
Being a generous person is modeled after Christ’s
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example. Considering the cheerfulness, desire, and
willingness of Jesus Christ to give all for those who
trust in Him, is reason to be generous (2 Cor 8:8-
9).

Paul could have stated a command based upon
individuals being among “the first” to take the lead
in wanting to help others, even having “a desire”
to do so (v. 10). The commitment and desire to
help meant taking the lead in doing that. Fulfilling
one’s commitment is to correspond with actions
consistent with that originally expressed desire (v.
11). When eager to help those in need, it is only
appropriate to give what is possible. The standard
by which God judges a person’s generosity is how
much is given in proportion “to what a person has,
not according to what he does not have” (v. 12; cf.
Mark 12:41-44). God does not expect a person to
give what he or she “does not have” (though sac-
rificial giving is appropriate at certain times);
rather, generosity arises from proper motivation
and earnestness to fulfill one’s promises. The right
attitude is more important than the sacrifice (cf.
Gen4:4; 1 Sam 15:22).

The objective in view (“equality”) is giving
according to means, so that no one is afflicted “for
the ease of others” (2 Cor 8:13). Present help is
given because a time may arise in the future when
itis another’s person opportunity to receive. Believ-
ersin Jesus Christ are viewed as brothers and sisters
constituting a large family, and each has responsi-
bility to care for one another. Scripture avoids the
injustice that occurs from condemning economic
goods or private property, and recognizes that
material assets may be the blessing of God and can
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God has always desired that the needs of His people are satisfied, and for them to
share cheerfully and voluntarily with those who have less (2 Cor 8:15).

most certainly be used for His glory. The act of vol-

untarily giving to help those in need considers the
universal bond of believers. Those in need are com-
manded “to lead a quiet life and attend to your
own business and work with your hands. . .” (1
Thess 4:11).

Scripture does not command equality, though
it does appeal for all God’s people to have what is
needed for the coming day. God has always desired
that the needs of His people are satisfied, and for
them to share cheerfully and voluntarily with those
who have less (2 Cor 8:15). “Thanks be to God”
when fellow believers share an excitement, interest,
and love for one another’s well-being (vv. 16-17a).
What a great blessing also when someone serves
of his or her own accord, as opposed to being
coerced (v. 17b)!

Where sensitive matters are concerned (espe-
cially finances), it is always best to involve those
persons who are well-known to have the respect
of others, are “tested and found diligent,” and who
are honorable (vv. 18-19, 22-23). “Readiness” to
help those in need is a wonderful opportunity to
promote “the glory of the Lord” (v. 19; cf. Matt
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22:37-39). Heeding every “precaution” to avoid
mismanagement of any project, is wise. Leaders
should be advised to not only do what is proper,
but also be certain that everyone regards such
actions as honest and reputable (2 Cor 8:20-21).
Scripture exhorts believers to demonstrate proof
of love toward those who are called to spiritual
leadership, in addition to all the other “churches.”

Someone is always watching to see whether faith
in Jesus Christ truly manifests in a changed and
empowered life. The public demonstration of
authentic faith will dispel any doubts otherwise
(v. 24). Roman statesman Cicero once remarked,
“The greatest privilege of wealth is, beyond all per-
adventure, the opportunity it affords for doing
good. . ..” He advised, “But the chief thing in all
public administration and public service is to avoid
even the slightest suspicion of self-seeking. . . .
There is, then, . . . no vice more offensive than
avarice, especially in men who stand foremost and
hold the helm of state. For to exploit . . . for selfish
profitis not only immoral; it is criminal, infamous”
[de Officiis 2.64, 75, 77].

HONORING CHRIST

The previous discussion regarding “ministry to
the [needs of the] saints,” persists in the ninth
chapter with continued attention upon not
bringing criticism toward the ministry of Christ
(v. 1). Zealousness to be generous in meeting the
needs of others, is an example to the majority (v.
2). Great embarrassment occurs when boasting is
made on behalf of others’ commitment to do some-
thing, yet they do not follow through on it (vv. 3-
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Pursuing Generosity

4). Hence, Scripture encourages generosity—not
affected by covetousness”—toward the work of
the Lord (v. 5).

One of the great truths of Scripture is that God
endows people in proportion to how they bless
others (v. 6; Gen 12:1-3; Matt 25:29). Seeking
to be a blessing to others is like sowing seed; it
will eventually yield a harvest of the same kind.
There is a direct correspondence between having
“treasures in heaven” (eternal rewards) with
investing talents, time, and treasure in the work
of the Lord (cf. Matt 6:19-21). There are
inevitable consequences of one’s actions that
should motivate a person to do what is proper.
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ ought to make
one “a cheerful giver,” for thereby one receives
God’s loving approval (2 Cor 9:7).

God demonstrates His love for those who are
a blessing to others by giving them “all grace”
and “all sufficiency in everything.” Whatever the
Lord supplies is more than enough for one to
have “sufficiency in everything” and to abound
in “every good deed” (v. 8). God is gracious—
providing His enablement—to those who are
givers. The Lord rewards those who live sacrifi-
cially for His sake with blessings in the present
life, in addition to an eternal reward (i.e., a per-
son’s “righteousness endures forever”: v. 9). God
multiplies His favor toward those who are keen
to bestow grace on others.

God promises an abundant harvest for those
who live seeking to be a blessing to others. He
never forgets or overlooks righteous actions.
Gods blessing is “seed to the sower,” which is
having the opportunity and resources for greater
investment of good deeds (v. 10). His provision
is not primarily material blessing, but is more
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the blessings of the Holy Spirit, who is the pledge
on the inheritance of riches with the return (Sec-
ond Coming) of Jesus. With the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit to fill and indwell believers (cf.
Isa44:3; Luke 24:49; John 14:15-17; Acts 2; Eph
1:13;5:18; 1 Cor 12:13; 1 Thess 5:19), they are
“enriched in everything” (2 Cor 9:11).

Scripture indicates that as the Lord is “fully
supplying the needs” of His people, this results
in “overflowing through many thanksgivings to
God” (v. 12). The abundance of divine grace
overflows into the lives of many others. Being a
blessing to others not only glorifies the Lord, but
also demonstrates the reality of one’s “confession
of the gospel of Christ,” and hence a spirit of
“liberality.” The Greek word koinédnia (xovwvia),
translated “contribution” (v. 13), is the same
word used for notions of communion and fel-
lowship. Koinénia indicates a sharing of things
in common (communion) as the result of a spir-
itual fellowship.

The “surpassing grace of God” at work in the
lives of His people, resulted in the prayers of
other believers. Being encouraged by God’s pres-
ence in their lives would result in other believers
interceding on their behalf. How wonderful to
know that one’s faithfulness to God may result
in the prayers of believers throughout the world
(v. 14)! All that has been affirmed in 2 Corinthi-
ans 9 is because of God’s “indescribable gift” (v.
15), which is that He did not spare His only
begotten Son, but freely gave Jesus for the sake
of His elect (cf. John 3:16-17; Rom 8:28-32). For
this reason, all thanksgiving is directed to God
for His blessings, which is evident in attitudes
of concern and love for brothers and sisters in
fellowship with Christ. (1261)
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Norbert Lieth

A Candle’s
Message

Jesus says, “l am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on
me should not abide in darkness” (John 12:46). What does it mean when
we contemplate the candles during Advent?

ights are shining everywhere during

I Advent. They create a pleasant, soothing
atmosphere. We light candles in our
homes, which are especially cozy now. But what

does the image of a glowing candle convey to
us?

A Candle Burns Silently
God came into the world quietly. Not into a royal
palace where everyone was awaiting a monarch’s
birth, but a quiet place. Because there was no
room in the inn, Jesus was born in a stable. There
were hardly any guests at the birth.

Jesus kept to the background for about 30
years (Luke 3:23). It was quiet around Him. He
learned in silence and grew up in silence. The
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evangelist Matthew takes up one of Isaiah’s
prophecies, which Jesus fulfilled: “He shall not
strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his
voice in the streets” (Matt 12:19). This mainly
applies to the streets of Jerusalem.

He appeared and acted humble and meek,
with no political aspirations. His demeanor was
that of a lamb, not a lion. He was no rabble-
rouser, and went about his business without
shouting out His message on the streets of
Jerusalem. Jesus did not grasp at power by force.
He frequently withdrew, sought solitude, and
did not want to be made king (Luke 5:16; 9:10;
John 6:15). He entered synagogues and spoke
there (Mark 1:21; 3:1; 6:2; Luke 4:15-16; 6:6;
John 6:59). He preached by the sea and in the
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A Candle’s Message

God came into the world quietly. Not into a royal palace where everyone was awaiting

a monarch’s birth, but a quiet place.

fields of Galilee. He spoke to individu-
als, to His disciples, or to specific
groups. And that’s how it is to this day:
Where much in this world screams,
blares, and calls out, God’s love pene-
trates our hearts calmly and serenely.

Here is a prophetic example from the
Old Testament: “And he said, Go forth,
and stand upon the mount before the
Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by,
and a great and strong wind rent the
mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks
before the Lord; but the Lord was not in
the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but
the Lord was not in the earthquake: And after the
earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire:
and after the fire a still small voice. And it was so,
when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in
his mantle, and went out, and stood in the enter-
ing in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice
unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Eli-
jah?” (1 Kings 19:11-13).

The Lord was not in the wind, nor in the earth-
quake or the fire, but in the soft, small whisper.
In the same way, Jesus did not appear in the
stormy wind of judgment; not in an earthquake’s
might or a destructive fire, but in the gentle breeze
of love and gentleness.

We don’t have to shout; we can shine softly
where we've been placed.

The Flame Is Small...
...and yet it can illuminate the darkness of a
large room.
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Jesus was born in the night as a small human

child and placed in a manger. It is He who illu-
minated the dark night of this world, and that
of countless hearts.

The wise men saw the light from afar and
allowed themselves to be drawn to it.

Nobody else has achieved what He has. His
words are as relevant today as if they were spo-
ken yesterday. His work of redemption is just
as valid today as it was 2,000 years ago. His per-
son gives light and life forever. Everyone who
calls upon Him becomes illuminated. Jesus was
able to say, “I am the light of the world: he that
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life” (John 8:12).

There are candles of every size, from large
ones down to small tea lights, depending on
their purpose. It doesn’t matter which you are,
only that you shine in your place and for your
purpose. God will not ask how big a candle you
were, but whether you shone.
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A Candle’s Flame Is Constantly Flickering
A candle’s light is always moving, always taking

on new forms. God brings movement into our
lives. His Holy Spirit is not motionless. He urges,
leads, applies brakes, drives, grants burdens and
spiritual visions. The Lord is always good for a
surprise! Things never get boring with Him.

When you read the Gospels, you'll find that
the disciples could scarcely keep up with the
Lord and were constantly amazed. Something
new was always going on, and there were sur-
prises. He was always someplace new. His words
turned everything on its head. Jesus comforted
and rebuffed. He established and tore down tra-
ditions. He encouraged and disappointed. He
drew and cast out. When His disciples wanted
to stay, He moved ahead. Where they didn’t even
want to enter, He remained.

The disciples cried out in amazement, “What
manner of man is this! for he commandeth even
the winds and water, and they obey him” (Luke
8:25b). The people asked, “Who is this that for-
giveth sins also?” (Luke 7:49b).
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God will not ask how big a candle you
were, but whether you shone.

When Jesus wanted to return to Judea, the
disciples interjected, “Master, the Jews of late
sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither
again?” (John 11:8). When Paul and his com-
panions later wanted to go to Asia, the Spirit
prevented them and urged them to travel to
Macedonia instead (Acts 16:6-10). Life is adven-
turous with Jesus.

Are you letting yourself be moved and carried
along?

A Candle Sacrifices Itself

It gives light through this self-sacrifice. It burns
to give itself away. Jesus came as the light of the
world. He sacrificed His entire life, up to and
including the Cross of Calvary, so that we could
have eternal life. In Philippians 2:6-8 we see that
Jesus’ descent was sevenfold, like a candle that
burns further and further down:

“(1) Who, being in the form of God, thought
it not robbery to be equal with God: (2) But
made himself of no reputation [alienated; emp-
tied; from God’s throne to a manger], (3) and
took upon him the form of a servant, (4) and
was made in the likeness of men [God wanted
to be human]: And being found in fashion as a
man, (5) he humbled himself [He bowed to
authority, took on all the hardships although He
was almighty], (6) and became obedient unto
death [His whole life was a way of death], (7)
even the death of the cross.”

Have you dedicated your life and your body,
all you possess, to the point of self-sacrifice?
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A Candle’s Message

The Flame Points Upwards

Jesus says, “He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father” (John 14:9). Jesus brought the light of
God to us. He glorified the Father and centered
the world on God. Jesus shows us the way to God.
He steers our hearts upward now, and in the res-
urrection we will be brought upward.

German theologian Hans-Joachim Eckstein
writes: “We are still on the way to Him and have
notyetarrived at our destination; but Christ Him-
self has long since reached out to us, so at His side
we can set out with Him toward the great goal of
final heavenly communion with Him.”

The Flame Gives Warmth

Warmth does us good. It helps us relax. Warm-
hearted people are comforting. You can let your
guard down around them. Why did Jesus attract
so many people? It wasn't just the miracles; it was
His welcoming warmth. He radiated warmth like
no one else. The scribes and Pharisees were cold.
They were frightening and kept their distance.
With Jesus it was the other way around, and that’s
how we should also be. We should transmit
warmth the same way it radiates from a candle.
“Let your graciousness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near” (Phil 4:5, CSB).

A Candle Has aWick at Its Center

The wick is what burns to produce the flame. This
is a beautiful illustration of the Holy Spirit’s desire
to burn within us. Jesus was a man full of the Holy
Spirit. The Apostles were filled with the Holy
Spirit. “And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost...” (Acts 2:4a). That's why Paul writes, “Be
filled with the Spirit” (Eph 5:18b); and, “Quench
not the Spirit” (1 Thess 5:19).
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All the Candles in the World Can’t llluminate a
Darkened Heart!

Let there be light, and be a light yourself! Are you
someone who points the way? Who radiates spir-
itual warmth? Who burns brightly for Jesus and
His Gospel? Who is being consumed for the king-
dom of God? Are you someone whose testimony
is silent but clear?

When you blow out a candle, the wick still
glows a little. This is where the Lord intervenes.
He says of Himself, “A bruised reed shall he not
break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till
he send forth judgment unto victory” (Matt 12:20;
Isa 42:3).

The Apostle Paul writes, “For God, who com-
manded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowl-
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”
(2 Cor 4:6). The divine power, which is light in
and of itself and created the light to illuminate
the earth; which said at the beginning of creation,
“Let there be light: and there was light” (Gen 1:3),
this same divine power also let light shine in our
hearts when Jesus entered our lives. Our darkened
hearts were illuminated by the rebirth.

“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are
ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light”
(Eph 5:8). God created the sun to illuminate the
earth and allow creation to flourish. And the Lord
created us to be light, so that we would shine as
children of light: “Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matt
5:16).

Our transformation and good works point
upward! This is the message of a lit candle.

(MR1221/1208)
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Complete Freeze on
Handgun Ownership

Canada should introduce a total
ban on the buying and selling of
all handguns, Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau has said.

Q His government is proposing a new
law that would freeze private owner-
ship of all short-barreled firearms.

The legislation would not ban the owner-
ship of handguns outright—but would
make it illegal to buy them.

Mr. Trudeau’s proposal comes days af-
ter a deadly shooting at a Texas primary
school, in the neighboring US, killed 21
people.

The bill, which was presented to
Canada’s parliament, makes it impossible
to buy, sell, transfer or import handguns
anywhere in the country.

Canada already has stricter rules on gun
ownership than its southern neighbor and
records fewer firearm incidents every year.

For example, all guns must be kept
locked and unloaded and anyone wishing
to buy a firearm must undergo extensive
background checks.

But there have been calls in recent years
to tighten gun legislation there even further,
especially following a number of deadly
shootings.

In April 2020, a gunman posing as a po-
lice officer killed 22 people during a shoot-

AN

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
speaks at the NATO summit in Hertford,
England.He announced a national freeze
on the sale, purchase, and transfer of
handguns. Chris J Ratcliffe/Getty Images

ing spree in Nova Scotia—the deadliest in
Canada’s history.
-www.bbc.com, 30 May 2022

(ommentary: Regarding this abbreviated
article, we do not intend to be pro or
con, but simply to show that the Scrip-
ture is true: “Then said Jesus unto him,
Put up again thy sword into his place:
for all they that take the sword shall per-
ish with the sword” (Matthew 26:52).

In Christian circles, this has caused
much controversy and debate. The bot-
tom line is, should Christians defend
themselves physically? Do we find de-
fense forces organized by Christians in
the New Testament? The answer is a re-
sounding no. Some will point to Luke
22:35-38, particularly the phrase, “and
he that hath no sword, let him sell his
garment, and buy one.” Jesus knew

what would happen in the next few

=1-800-845-2420

hours—the horrible event of Gethse-
mane. He also knew that His disciples
would fulfill Zechariah 13:7: “...smite
the shepherd, and the sheep shall be
scattered...” He realized they would be
on their own—no Lord, no Holy Spirit.

In Gethsemane, He prayed: “Father,
if thou be willing, remove this cup from
me: nevertheless, not my will, but thine,
be done” (Luke 22:42). Generally, this is
interpreted as meaning Christ prayed to
avoid the cross. Not so: Hebrews 5:7
gives us the answer: “Who in the days of
his flesh, when he had offered up
prayers and supplications with strong
crying and tears unto him that was able
to save him from death, and was heard
in that he feared.” Jesus did not die in
the Garden of Gethsemane, when the
devil loaded the world’s sin upon Him.
He was in agony, “his sweat was as it
were great drops of blood falling down
to the ground” (verse 44b). He had to go
to the cross to exclaim, “It is finished!”
His life was spared; the Father saved
Him “from death.”

Now to the mysterious instruction,
“he that hath no sword, let him sell his
garment, and buy one.” What we do
know is that Peter used the sword and
cut off the ear of the high priest’s ser-
vant, Malchus. Interestingly, Jesus

did not tell Peter to get rid of the sword,

(continued next page)
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Scientists Grow Human

Brain Cells in Rats

Scientists have transplanted
human brain cells into the
brains of baby rats, where the
cells grew and formed connec-
tions.

@ [t's part of an effort to better study
human brain development and dis-
eases affecting this most complex of or-
gans, which makes us who we are but has
long been shrouded in mystery.

The research builds upon the team’s
previous work creating brain “organoids,”
tiny structures resembling human organs
that have also been made to represent oth-
ers such as livers, kidneys, prostates, or
key parts of them.

Scientists transplanted those organoids
into rat pups 2 to 3 days old, a stage when
brain connections are still forming. The
organoids grew so that they eventually oc-
cupied a third of the hemisphere of the rat’s
brain where they were implanted. Neurons
from the organoids formed working con-
nections with circuits in the brain.

Handgun Ownership e o5 -

but: “Put up thy sword into the sheath”
(John 18:11). In plain words, you may
have a sword (gun), but you are forbid-
den to use it.

Charles Spurgeon had this to say
about self-defense: “The great crime
of war can never promote the religion
of peace. The battle, and the garment
rolled in blood, are not a fitting pre-

lude to ‘peace on earth, goodwill to
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Researchers, whose study was funded
partly by the National Institutes of Health,
said they could do the same sorts of ex-
periments using organoids made from
the cells of people with disorders such
as autism or schizophrenia—and poten-
tially learn new things about how these
conditions affect the brain, too.

Such experiments in animals raise eth-
ical concerns. For example, Dr. Sergiu
Pasca said he and his team are cognizant
of the rats’ well-being and whether they
still behave normally with the organoids
inside them, which he says they do. Still,
Pasca does not believe this should be
tried in primates. Ethicists also wonder
about the possibility of brain organoids in
the future attaining something like human
consciousness, which experts say is ex-
tremely unlikely now.

-apnews.com, 12 October 2022

Commentary: This experiment reminds
one of the Scripture, “Now nothing
will be restrained from them, which

they have imagined to do” (Genesis

11:6b). The article further mentions a
statement by Dr. Sergiu Pasca, senior
author of the study, saying: “This is
the first time these organoids have
been placed into early rat brains, creat-
ing ‘the most advanced human brain
circuitry ever built from human skin
cells...”” We notice that these scien-
tists are only able to “create” brain-
like structures from human skin cells
that already exist. Thus, man is at-
tempting to play God by using His al-
ready created materials.

Another notable quote is: “Ethicists
also wonder about the possibility of
brain organoids in the future attaining
something like human conscious-
ness...” We know that the image of the
beast in Revelation will “speak, and
cause that as many as would not wor-
ship the image of the beast should be
killed” (13:15b). Sounds like the Tribu-
lation is nearly at our doorstep. 7873
(By K. Farmer)

(See Revelation 13: Satan’s Last Victory, Item #1067,

$11.95))

men.” And I do firmly hold, that the
slaughter of men, that bayonets, and
swords, and guns, have never yet
been, and never can be, promoters of
the gospel. The gospel will proceed
without them, but never through
About Oswald

Chambers said: “We tend to use

them.” defense,

prayer as a last resort, but God wants

it to be our first line of defense.”

Visit midnightcall.com

Regarding guns, the result is very
obvious. Firearm deaths per 100,000 in
Canada stand at 2.28; in the UK (with
very strict gun laws) it’s 0.24, and the
USA 10.95. When it comes to crime,
the statistics clearly show that Canada
is a very prosperous, safe, and secure
country.

7869

(See Spiritual Warfare in the End Times, Item #2370,$15.99.)



UK
No Tories Defending Brexit

After six years of English
rightwing politicians and jour-
nalists pitting scorn at France,
especially Macron, this was
quite a U-turn. Brexit Conserva-
tives have devoted a great deal of
energy to attacking Macron and
rubbishing France.

Q France was perceived as the prin-

cipal counter-force to Brexit but the

mood in London in ruling political, finan-
cial, and opinion forming circles is that
the steam is going out of the Brexit bal-
loon. Brexit is now seen as a bore, replete
with negatives for economic, scientific
and civil society.

It is impossible to find a minister who
will defend Brexit.

There is a complete code of ‘omerta’
[silence] in business outfits like the Con-
federation of British Industry (CBI) or the
British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) as
well as the City of London, and big foreign
owned companies on talking about the
negative impact on business from Brexit.

There was evidence [of] this in Prague
where Truss declared Macron to be a
“friend” of her government and agreed
that Paris and London would jointly take
over the Sizewell C nuclear plant and step
up cooperation in energy policy and com-
batting illegal crossings of the straits of
Dover by undocumented refugees and
immigrants.

Inch-by-inch Britain is reconnecting
with Europe.

-euobserver.com, 10 October 2022

Liz Truss and Emmanuel Macron in
Prague. Inch-by-inch Britain is
reconnecting with Europe.

(Photo: 10 Downing Street)

(ommentary: In the meantime, Rishi
Sunak has succeeded Liz Truss as Prime
Minister, as she resigned after only 50
days in office.

The UK has already paid dearly for
Brexit. Open borders, freedom of move-
ment, rights to employment, education,
and healthcare are now limited for the
UK. That has been made painfully
aware among the Tories. Wikipedia ex-
plains: “The Conservative Party (infor-
mally as the Tory Party) is the main
right-wing political party in the United
Kingdom. Their policies usually pro-
mote conservatism and in recent years
libertarianism. They are the largest party
in the House of Commons after the 2019
United Kingdom general election, with
365 out of a possible 650 seats.”

We may ask, what is the UK’s fu-
ture? Quite obviously, a degree of isola-
tionism in the first place; and secondly,
more dependence on the EU, but with-
out having a vote.

We can use this political develop-
ment as an illustration for the Church.
We are extremely diverse when it
comes to geography, language, culture,
etc. Yet 1 Corinthians 12:12 declares:
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“For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that
one body, being many, are one body: so
also is Christ.” While the geopolitical
developments in many parts of the
world pique our interest, that must al-
ways remain secondary to the real unity
found in Scripture.

The world is uniting and will con-
tinue to unite, but such must only be
viewed from prophetic perspectives;
namely, the great imitation of the god of
this world, mimicking the perfect unity
of the Church in
Christ
Lord.

Jesus our

7871
(See Progressive Globalism, ltem

#1092, $5.50.)

Study Shows Christianity
Diminishing

A new report by Pew Research
Center and the General Social
Survey found a surge of adults
leaving Christianity to become
atheist, agnostic or “nothing in
particular.” It predicted that if
the number of Christians under
30 abandoning their faith accel-
erates beyond the current pace,
adherents of the historically
dominant religion of the U.S.
could become a minority by
2045.

Q Noting how approximately 90%

of Americans identified as Chris-
tians in the early 1990s, the study ob-

(continued next page)
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Image of an empty church sanctuary
with stained-glass windows.
(Monashee Frantz via Getty Images)

served that number, which includes
children, had fallen to only 64% by
2020. The number of people in the U.S.
who identify as religiously unaffiliated,
meanwhile, skyrocketed from 16% in
2007 to 29% in 2020, the research
showed.

The study’s data showed that while
more older Americans are remaining
identified  with  Christianity, many
younger adults are increasingly switch-
ing to “nones.”

“If the pace of switching before the
age of 30 were to speed up throughout
the projection period without any
brakes, Christians would no longer be a
majority by 2045, Pew researchers
noted.

In such a scenario, the number of re-
ligiously unaffiliated would stand at
52% and the number of Christians dip
to 35% by 2070.

-www.foxnews.com, 15 September 2022

Commentary: We recognize that the de-
cline in church membership may not
necessarily represent fulfillment of

113

Bible prophecy, such as *...there
come a falling away first, and that
man of sin be revealed, the son of
perdition” (2 Thessalonians 2:3b).
However, the tendency toward non-
religion is definitely evident. People

never had it so good as today when it

comes to material possessions, qual-
ity of life, communication and trans-
portation, just to name a few, which
all lead to the self-confidence of
mankind and the decrease in need for
the divine.

Here we must quote 2 Timothy
3:1-5: “This know also, that in the
last days perilous times shall come.
For men shall be lovers of their own
selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, Without natural
affection, trucebreakers, false ac-
cusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers
of those that are good, Traitors,
heady, highminded, lovers of plea-
sures more than lovers of God; Hav-
ing a form of godliness, but denying
the power thereof: from such turn
away.” 7844

(See Christians in a Cancel Culture, ltem #2383,$15.99.)

Bl rFrANCE
Big Business Takes Over

Farming

Despite media concern about
foreign companies acquiring
farmland in France, it’s mainly
French food firms that are
buying up the countryside and
taking to agribusiness.

Q They want complete control of
their production chains, as small
farmers call it a day.

This is happening against a back-
ground of what may prove a decisive
clash over the future of agricultural land
ownership. International conglomer-
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Nathan Laine - Bloomberg - Getty

ates, seeking advantage over produc-
ers, are getting involved in agriculture
in the hope of securing control of
entire production chains, not just the
retail link. According to agronomists
Geneviéve Nguyen and Frangois Pursei-
gle, this dates back to the 2010s, when

Visit midnightcall.com

farms started to become just ‘one en-
tity among others within industrial
groups.’

Nguyen and Purseigle were among
the first researchers to examine the
phenomenon of vertical concentration,
‘from farm to fork,” at a time when it
was still regarded as less significant
than horizontal concentration, agglom-
erating distinct sectors.

-mondediplo.com, March 2022
Commentary: According to world
atlas.com, the top five wheat-produc-

ing countries in millions of tons are

(continued next page)



Farming

(contiruied from page 28)

1) China: 134; 2) India: 98; 3) Rus-
sia: 85; 4) USA: 47; and 5) France:
37. What these top-producing coun-
tries have in common is that major
production is in the hands of interna-
tional corporations. The family farm,
unless it’s incorporated into one of
these giants, no longer has a future.

Is it good or bad? The good is that
with modern agricultural equipment
and science-based techniques, to-
day’s farmland globally produces
more than ever before—a significant
increase in high-quality crops. The
bad is that old-fashioned family
farms are on the way out. Welcome to
globalism!

Those of age remember the many
headlines throughout the decades,
warning of the world’s over-popula-
tion and that there would not be
enough food to feed the masses. This
has all been proven wrong. Most in-
dustrialized countries the world over
are experiencing a decrease in new
births.

AgriMarketing.com reports: “In
1991, corn and soybeans accounted
for 41% of the acres in field crops.
This percentage has been increasing
at a steady rate over time, reaching
55% in 2016.” Asking Google about
corn yields per acre in 1922, it was
26 bushels; in 2021, 177.

We are reminded here of Genesis

1:11-12, documenting God’s work on

the third day: “And God said, Let the
earth bring forth grass, the herb
yielding seed, and the fruit tree yield-
ing fruit after his kind, whose seed is
in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.
And the earth brought forth grass,
and herb yielding seed after his kind,
and the tree yielding fruit, whose
seed was in itself, af-
ter his kind: and God
that it

saw was

good.” 7868

(See Cosmos, Creator, and Hu-

man Destiny, Item #2251, $30.)

E SPAIN
Israel Boycott Is
Discrimination

Over the past several years,
dozens of Spanish courts have
rejected Israel boycotts by non-
profits, municipalities and other
groups. Now, the country’s top
court has ruled that the move-
ment to boycott Israel represents
“discrimination” that “infringes
on basic rights.”

Q ACOM, a Spanish pro-lIsrael
nonprofit that has sued multiple
entities for discriminating against Is-
rael, claimed the ruling as a major
win. Spain was once a hotbed of ef-
forts by the Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions movement against Israel,
known as BDS. A slew of lower-court
rulings in Spain had curtailed that
trend, but they had pertained only to
individual cases and thus had a lim-
ited impact, the group said, but the
Sept. 20 ruling will function as a legal
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precedent applicable to all cases go-
ing forward.

This judicial policy is similar to the
one practiced in France, where at-
tempts to boycott Israel resulted in the
2003 adoption of a law that declares
any attempt to single out countries
discriminatory and unconstitutional.

-www.jpost.com, 7 October 2022

Commentary: The top court consid-
ers boycotting Israel to be discrimi-
nation that “infringes on basic
rights.” This decision was wel-
comed by Spanish pro-Israel non-
profit organizations, who stand
against the various BDS organiza-
tions and their activities.

What Arab Palestinians appar-
ently don’t consider is that a se-
cure, free, and prosperous Israel is
in their best interest. They can’t
lean on their cousins in the east,
Jordan; nor in the north, Lebanon
and Syria; and in the south, Israel
has cooperation agreements with
Egypt for both countries’ security
infrastructure, primarily to fight
drug-smuggling and terrorism.

Here we are reminded of Joseph,
who was sold by his brothers to
Egypt. Yet it turned out quite differ-
ent: “But as for you, ye thought evil
against me; but God meant it unto
good, to bring to pass, as it is this
day, to save much people alive”
(Genesis 50:20). 7865

(See Democracy Invades Islam, ltem #1072,$12.95.)
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Ml GERMANY
Immigrants Welcome

Perhaps Friederich Merz
thought he was being clever. The
head of Germany’s main opposi-
tion party recently claimed on
television that many of the 1m
Ukrainians who flooded into
Germany this year came not as
refugees but as what he called
“social tourists,” to take advan-
tage of government benefits.

He should have known better.

Q A pair of surveys in the second
quarter of this year illustrate the
trend. The Institute for Employment Re-
search, a government agency, esti-
mated job vacancies in Germany at a
record 1.93m, 66% more than last year.
Meanwhile IFO, a think-tank in Munich,
found that 49.7% of German compa-
nies cannot secure enough skilled
workers, up from 30% in 2019 and the
highest level since the surveys started
in 2009.

The current left-of-center coalition
recognizes the challenge. It has floated
the idea of creating a Canadian-style
points system to assess immigrants,
easing rules on professional qualifica-
tions, and letting skilled immigrants
hunt for jobs in Germany rather than in-
sist they seal job contracts first.

Germany is not the only rich country
to have more people retiring than enter-
ing the workforce.

Can imported labor fill the gap? Mar-
cus Winter is sure it can. Of the 750
staff in the local outsourcing and ser-
vices firm he runs in the prosperous
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southern state of Baden-Wirttemberg,
three-quarters are already foreign-born.

Mr. Winter would be happy to hire
more immigrants. But workers from the
poorer fringes of the European Union,
who can enter Germany visa-free, are
increasingly needed at home. Skilled
would-be immigrants from countries
such as Brazil or Bangladesh still face
hurdles despite immigration reforms,
introduced in 2000, that were meant to
make Germany a talent magnet like
Canada or Australia.

-www.economist.com, 8 October 2022

Commentary: Something strange and
unexpected is presently occupying
the minds of those who concern
themselves with the economy, work-
force, unemployment, and compensa-
tion. It’s nearly 2023; no longer
oppressed by the 2019 coronavirus
epidemic, economies the world over
have restarted. But suddenly, there
are not enough workers to fill the va-
cant positions—not just in low-level
jobs such as janitors, of which al-
ready 51% are foreign-born.

This urgent need for more foreign
workers has somewhat changed the
minds of right-wing philosophy in
Germany. Particularly in former East
Germany, fears were raised in 2015
because of the many refugees from
the Middle East, ringing alarm bells
about Uberfremdung (getting over-
whelmed by foreigners). Slowly but

surely, things are changing.

Visit midnightcall.com

Successful, industrial nations are
being increasingly internationalized.
WorldPopulationReview.com  lists
countries by foreign-born percentage:
Australia 30.1%, Switzerland 28.7%,
Israel 22.5%, Germany 18.8%. This
tendency shows that success, pros-
perity, and security are preeminent in
countries that draw large foreign-
born populations.

What does it mean? Simply that
the world is becoming more interna-
tionalized than ever.

This is the reverse progression
from the Tower of Babel. Genesis
11:6a states: “...the Lord said, Behold,
the people is one, and they have all
one language.” We know the result;
He “[confounded] their language, that
they [could] not understand one an-
other’s speech” (verse 7b). Now, in
the end stages of the end times, the
nations—dispersed all over the world,
divided by language —are coming to-
gether to form a new, New World Or-
der where all live in peace, prosperity,
and security. But, we add, it is only
temporary. 7872
(See How Democracy Will Elect the Antichrist, Item #1064,

$17.95)
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Blessings, Intensive Ministry—and Ravioli

BY STEPHAN BEITZE, BUENOS AIRES

Our preservation on a journey of many kilometers, the blessings of modern
media, and conversions with the help of surplus ravioli.

n the spring we had a short and very inten-
Isive period of service at home. We only
made it to Germany and Switzerland a
month after we’d planned to, due to the critical
state of Carina’s father’s health. In these two and
a half months, we were able to carry out 35 ser-
vices. There were also a series of visits, studio
recordings, pastoral conversations, and more.
One of the first ministries was a multi-day
crusade in the church in Dubendorf. God
granted that people made decisions for Him
every day. The Lord even granted fruit in Thai-
land, where a man was converted after being
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Brief vacation after intensive ministry:
Stephan Beitze with his wife Carina, son-in-

law Simon, and daughter Annie

sent a link to the livestream of the messages.
That’s the upside of modern media.

During our preaching journey through Ger-
many and Switzerland—on the topic, “Watch
out that no one deceives you”—the Lord pro-
tected us over the thousands of kilometers
that we covered. Carina also led several
women’s meetings, and the Lord gave them
much grace.
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Back in Argentina

We'd hardly arrived back in Buenos Aires when
we resumed our preaching and teaching services
in various congregations and Bible schools, as well
as with other work that had accumulated in our
absence. Its a great privilege to be able to share
the Word of God with many students from differ-
ent provinces, and even from abroad in some cases.
Thanks to direct donations, some students who
didn’t have the money to pay to attend the school
could also be given this opportunity.

Two weeks after our arrival, a multi-day con-
ference was announced in Patagonia, in the far
south. On the first evening, a couple in their six-
ties caught my eye. The man had been paralyzed
from a series of seizures and was in a wheelchair.
You could see the couple’s oppression and hope-
lessness. They knew nothing of the true God.
After the meeting there were two packages of
ravioli leftover from the dinner, and they were
raffled off. This couple received one of them.
Since they came from very poor backgrounds,
they were especially glad. The next day they were
back. When I went up to greet them again after
the meeting, I asked whether they’d eaten the
ravioli. They said they’d eat it tomorrow (the last
day of the conference). But in their case, that
meant that they wouldn't be at church, and they'd
miss the evangelistic sermon that would end the
conference. So I suggested they come again in
the morning, since a church luncheon had been
announced. They agreed.

The next day, after the Gospel message, 1
closed by asking who would accept Jesus as
their Savior, and I saw the woman’s hand. After
the meeting I spoke with the couple, and the
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Newly baptized youth

man said, “This is the happiest day of my life,
because now I've accepted Jesus as my Savior.
But I was afraid you wouldn’t see me because 1
can only raise my arm a few inches.” We were
so joyful. Both made the decision for Jesus and
can now have true and lasting hope, despite
their difficult circumstances. They’re now being
led through a discipleship course.

Virtual Conference
In May, Midnight Call International held a spe-
cial event: a virtual conference conducted with
the various Spanish-speaking branches of the
ministry. We’d made the arrangements when
people were unable to gather in person due to
the coronavirus. The conference opened com-
pletely new doors for us. The topic was, “The
Use and Abuse of Biblical Prophecy,” and it
sparked a great deal of interest. About 2,500
people from 20 countries watched the confer-
ence live. And because of the different time
zones, several thousand more watched the
recordings overnight. We're very grateful to the
Lord for these opportunities. A second online
conference is scheduled to take place.
(MR0922)

Visit midnightcall.com
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“Now these be the last words of David. David the son
of Jesse said, and the man who was raised up on high,
the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet
psalmist of Israel, said, The Spirit of the Lord spake by
me, and his word was in my tongue. The God of Israel
said, the Rock of Israel spake to me, He that ruleth

over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God. And
he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without
clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain.
Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting
covenant, ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and all my desire,
although he make it not to grow” (2 Samuel 23:1-5).

BY ARNO FROESE

or clarity’s sake, let’s read verse 5 in the
FTanakh: “Is not my House established

before God? For He has granted me an eter-
nal pact, drawn up in full and secured. Will He
not cause all my success and [my] every desire to
blossom?” We note that the last sentence is to be
understood in a positive way, because it falls in
line with the previous one: “Is not my House estab-
lished before God?” Thus, the following sentence
is confirmed: “Will He not cause all my success
and [my] every desire to blossom?” Luther uses
these words: “All my salvation and all my desires,
he will cause [them] to grow.”

The name David is found no less than 1,130
times in the Bible. Interestingly, the first time his
name is mentioned is in the book of Ruth, who
was not an Israelite but a Moabite: “And the
women her neighbours gave it a name, saying,
There is a son born to Naomi; and they called his
name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of
David” (Ruth 4:17).

Reading the four chapters of the book of Ruth,
one immediately senses God’s desire to integrate

the Gentiles into His plan of salvation. We are
reminded here of the words of Jesus: “But go rather
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew
10:6). Later, Jesus specifically emphasizes that He
has been sent to Israel: “But he answered and said,
[ am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house
of Israel” (Matthew 15:24).

The angel Gabriel proclaimed to Mary: “And,
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of
the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him
the throne of his father David” (Luke 1:31-32).
Here again, the exclusiveness of Israel is empha-
sized: “He shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever” (verse 33a). That’s not the end, for it con-
tinues: “and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”

More than six centuries before Jesus was born,
this vision was revealed unto Gods faithful servant
Daniel: “And in the days of these kings shall the
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall
never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be
left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and
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consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever” (Daniel 2:44). That, incidentally, reveals the
future of your country (or any country): there is

none. But what God establishes is eternally valid.

With reasonable assurance, we can identify this
special group of people. The sentence in the Tanakh
reads: “A kingdom that shall not be transferred to
another people.”

As we saw in the beginning, prophecy clearly
indicates that Gentiles will be added to this kingdom.
Here the words of the Apostle Paul are helpful: “Now
therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners,
but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the house-
hold of God” (Ephesians 2:19). Itis often overlooked
that the Bible calls us believers, no matter who we
are, “strangers and foreigners.” It matters not what
passport I have; its only of very temporary value.

One more thing that needs to be emphasized is
the unity between these two groups of people;
namely, Israel and the Church: “And are built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ himself being the chief corner stone” (Eph-
esians 2:20). The apostles represent the New Testa-
ment, the prophets the Old Testament. What an
immense and virtually incomprehensible privilege
it is, to have become heavenly citizens through
Christ Jesus our Lord!

Back to Bethlehem: when Jacob/Israel returned
to the Promised Land from his uncle Laban, his
beloved wife Rachel was ready to deliver Jacob’s
twelfth son, Benjamin. “And it came to pass, as her
soul was in departing, (for she died) that she called
his name Benoni: but his father called him Benjamin.
And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to
Ephrath, which is Bethlehem” (Genesis 35:18-19).

~ Visit midni

Benjamin is the only son born in the Promised Land.
Here Rachel died giving birth to Benjamin; the town
is Bethlehem.

Many years later, when Jesus was born, another
horrific tragedy befell Bethlehem. The wise men
came to Jerusalem seeking the newborn King:
“Where is he that is born king of the Jews?”
(Matthew 2:2a). Alarm bells went off in the mind of
King Herod. When the wise men did not return to
report the place of Jesus’ birth, Herod ordered the
mass killing of children two years old and under.
Matthew reports: “Then was fulfilled that which was
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying, In Rama
was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping,
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her chil-
dren, and would not be comforted, because they are
not” (verses 17-18).

Bethlehem Today
Itis not coincidental that Bethlehem is no longer
considered a Jewish city, but an Arab-Muslim one.
In 1948, when the Jewish State was proclaimed,
Bethlehem was 85% Christian, mostly Greek
Orthodox and Roman Catholic. In 2006, the Pales-
tinian Center for Research and Cultural Dialog
determined that 90% of the population of Bethle-
hem was either Muslim or had Muslim friends.
What a mighty panorama we see highlighted
on the horizon. The source of salvation, the birth-
place of Jesus Christ, is now occupied by foreign-
ers. To visit Bethlehem from Israel today is rather
difficult. Israeli vehicles are not allowed to enter
Bethlehem; thus, at the border, passengers need
to change from Israeli transportation to Palestinian
vehicles, and on the return likewise. Rachel’s

W
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Tomb, also outside Bethlehem, is made accessible David, who was born in Bethlehem, Revelation
from Jerusalem under the strictest rules. 22:16-17 proclaims: “I Jesus have sent mine

angel to testify unto you these things in the
Bethlehem’s Future churches. I am the root and the offspring of
When considering Bethlehem’s future, we David, and the bright and morning star. And
must understand that according to our Lord— the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
who is the Creator of heaven and earth—all that heareth say, Come. And let him that is
the nations of the world are insignificant in athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take
comparison to Israel. When reading about the water of life freely.” &o
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WAS JESUS REALLY BORN IN A STABLE?

By Peter Malgo

t would have been a traumatic experience

for any pregnant woman having to deliver

her first child in a stable. Just think of the
hygienic conditions prevailing in such a place!
Yet this is part of the Christmas story. A certain
romantic element of Christmas would be
absent without that crib in the stable. We know
several carols that speak about the stable in
Bethlehem.

However, the question must be asked: Was
Jesus really born in a stable? The fact is, even
in the Gospel of Luke—the most detailed
description of the Christmas story—the word
“stable” is not mentioned ... only that the new-
born was laid in a “manger.” Possibly, the birth
of our Lord Jesus took place in a cave or in the
open air. No room for Jesus, no place for the
Son of God! God could easily have arranged it
quite differently ... could have let Jesus come
into this world in a manner worthy of Him. But
in the way He chose, He seemed to be saying,
“I want to come into the confined space of your
heart, where there is no room.” In John 14:23b,
Jesus reveals His Father’s deepest intent: “We

36 MIDNIGHT CALL

“...Because there was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7b).
These few words tell us in a startling way the circumstances sur-
rounding the birth of Jesus at that long ago time.

will come unto him [to the one who loves
Him], and make our abode with him.”

Now what is this abode, our heart, really
like? Could God really move in; can He live
there? Or do we only have a small area reserved
for Him, a cramped place that is only open on
Sundays ... while we use the rest of the avail-
able space for our own needs. We spend a lot
of time on our hobbies, our family, and our per-
sonal interests. The Lord Jesus is not given pri-
ority—He may be left out altogether. We hardly
have a true encounter with our Lord anymore.
A time of silence, moments of contact with
God, have become very rare indeed.

No room for Jesus, no time for Jesus! We
worry much about our health, but care of our
inner man often falls by the wayside. The space
for our Lord has grown very small. Paul takes
up this theme when writing to the Corinthians:
“In everything commending ourselves as ser-
vants of God ... our heart is opened wide ...
Now, in a like exchange—I speak as to chil-
dren—open wide to us also” (2 Cor 6:4, 11-
12, NASB). Closed hearts toward fellow

Visit midnightcall.com



No room for Jesus, no time for Jesus! We worry much about our health, but care of
our inner man often falls by the wayside. The space for our Lord has grown very

small.

children of God, usually indicates that the
Lord Himself has only a narrow space.

Paul then compares the heart to the temple
in which God wants to dwell. It seems clear
that the Corinthians allotted a very small
space for God’s Spirit, while allowing a lot of
refuse to enter in: “Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what fellow-
ship hath righteousness with unrighteous-
ness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? And what concord hath Christ
with Belial? or what part hath he that
believeth with an infidel? And what agree-
ment hath the temple of God with idols? for
ye are the temple of the living God; as God
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in
them; and I will be their God, and they shall
be my people” (2 Cor 6:14-16). This message

from God through Paul is also meant for each
one of us.

Titus 2:11 is often cited at Christmas time:
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men.” But Paul warns
us: “We then, as workers together with him,
beseech you also that ye receive not the grace
of God in vain” (2 Cor 6:1). May these com-
ing Christmas days serve to establish new
room in our hearts for our Lord. He wants to
reach and fill our hearts with His glory, His
grace, and His light. That may mean that dark
areas then become illuminated. Let us not
hesitate a bit, but do what Paul says: “Having
therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of God” (2 Cor 7:1). &

enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

400 pgs.+ Hardcover

Powerful Daily Devotional

Spiritual Strength for Each Day serves as a guideline for believers
who seek a deeper and closer relationship with Jesus Christ our
Lord. This book is intended to remind the reader throughout the
year that life as we know it is temporary, and the ultimate goal of
our lives should be to prepare for eternity...desiring to hear the
words from our Lord,“Well done, thou good and faithful servant...

SPIRITUAL STRENGTH FOR EACH DAY ITEM #1062

516-9‘5 Clearance $9 Author:Wim Malgo
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Thus Far the Lord Has Helped Us!

“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be
any more pain: for the former things are passed away” (Rev 21:4).

By David Phillips COO (Chief Operating Officer)

Arno Froese and board members visiting the Home
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t seems almost impossible and far from
Ireality that we are getting ready to enter

2023; and yet, here we are at the year’s end.
Looking back over this past year and all it
entailed, makes us realize once again just how
our Heavenly Father has carried us through
and provided for our every need! How He has
blessed us, brought us through all the ups and
downs, joys and sorrows, and provided for our
every need. And He used each of you, our dear
Ebenezer family, in a very special way to
accomplish just this! Thank you all for always
upholding us in your prayers and blessing us
in the many ways you have this past year! It
means so much to each one of us to know that

38 MIDNIGHT CALL

we have you standing by our side and encour-
aging us on, through all the challenges and
difficulties we've faced.

Although we realize January isn'’t the Bibli-
cal new year, there is great significance in each
year’s number. I look at the year’s change and
ask myself, “How much closer are we now, to
the 2000-year anniversary of Yeshua dying for
us on the cross, shedding His blood in atone-
ment, resurrecting from the dead, and ascend-
ing to heaven? When will we join Him, our
Savior, who is preparing a place for us with
Him in the presence of the Father?” No doubt
with each year’s passing, we're that much
closer to the great wedding feast—the day we
all so wait and long for! With great anticipa-
tion and excitement, we ask ourselves, “Will
this be the year He gathers His children to
Himself?” We can only wait and see!

With the New Year around the corner, our
dear residents asked me to please send you all
their greetings, thoughts of peace, and prayers
for 2023.

For most of them, the journey here on earth
is not easy. Maybe similar to yourself, they

Visit midnightcall.com
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often struggle with pain and sorrow, illness
and aches, trying to overcome thoughts and
worries, praying for relatives to come to
faith... The list seems endless and the days
can be very quiet, often accompanied by feel-
ings of loneliness. They long for and await the
time that they too will go to their heavenly
rest. BUT as they (and each one of us) wait for
this joyful day, we are all deeply encouraged
to know He is right here and closer to us than
ever before!

We can be assured that Yeshua—the One
who sees and knows everything about us—is
present through all and will be with us
through the New Year to come as well. It is
impossible for the Good Shepherd to forget
one of His sheep. Pay close attention to the
introductory verse and be encouraged through
God’s Word, which He has left us for this exact
time in history. He wrote this verse because
He knew that our life here on earth would be
accompanied by tears, sorrow, and pain. He
promises us that He Himself will wipe away

every tear—what a day that will be! May this
verse go with us and be a special reminder
throughout this next year, that He sees and
knows—and one day, all pain and sorrow will
be no more!

May we all be encouraged through the pres-
ence of the Holy One of Israel—who never
sleeps nor rests, but takes care of those who
belong to Him—both here at the Ebenezer
Home in Haifa and wherever you are right
now! “Look up ... for your redemption
draweth nigh” (Luke 21:28)!

In the next article, we have a surprise and
special announcement for you that is worth
waiting for ... so be sure not to miss it! Until
then, may God bless you and be with you all!

Thank you, Mr. Froese, for blessing and vis-
iting us at the Ebenezer Home! Having you
visit us was definitely an honor and the high-
light of the end of the year for us. We love and
appreciate you very much! May our Father
continue to bless you and keep you, as you
continue serving Him in what you do!
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' Lelters to the

Address letters for publication to: Letters to the Editor, Midnight Call, PO Box 84309, Lexington, SC 29073.Include

full name, address, and daytime phone number or email. Without name and address, letters will be discarded
unread. All material is subject to editing. Midnight Call assumes all publishing rights on letters sent to the Editor.
Note: All letters will be answered by the Executive Editor, Arno Froese.

THE BLOOD OF JESUS...
EZEKIEL 38 WAR...
THE SECOND COMING

The Blood of Jesus
Dear Arno Froese,

Thank you for your ministry throughout
these many years.

Why is it that pastors today speak of the
blood of Christ, but don't tell the unique
factors about it? The blood of Jesus Christ
is different than Marys blood. M. R. De-
Haan, both a minister and a physician, in
his book The Chemistry of the Blood brings
this out very aptly Our hymnal reads,
“What can make me whole again, nothing
but the blood of Jesus,” and other hymns
refer to the blood. However, not one drop
of Adamic blood is given to the developing
embryo in the womb by the mother. This is
not being taught today by the church.
Mary was born with Adamic blood the
same as all other humans. Jesus Christ was
born of the Holy Spirit with pure blood
that comes from God the Father.

M. R. DeHaan says the mother provides
the unborn developing infant with nutri-
tious elements for the building of that little
body in the secret of her bosom, but all the
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blood in that tiny body is formed in the
embryo itself. From the time of conception
to the time of birth of the infant, not one
single drop of blood ever passes from
mother to child. The placenta—that mass
of temporary tissue known better as after-
birth—which forms the union between
mother and child, is so constructed that al-
though all the soluble nutritious elements
such as proteins, fats, carbohydrates, salts,
minerals and even antibodies pass freely
from mother to child, and the waste prod-
ucts of the child’s metabolism are passed
back to the mother’s circulation, no actual
interchange of a single drop of blood ever
occurs. All the blood that is in that child is
produced within the child itself, as a result
of the introduction of the male sperm. The
mother contributes no blood at all. One
drop of Adamic blood would nullify the
precious blood of Christ. We Christians, of
course, hold Mary to be the most favored
of God to bring the Messiah in the flesh
into the world.

-K. Estes, FL

Visit midnightcall.com



Answer: | am familiar with the writings of M. R.
DeHaan regarding the blood of Jesus. Quite fasci-
nating and to the point.Thank you for refreshing my
memory on this important issue.

Ezekiel 38 War
Dear Sir,

I've read many books on prophecy writ-
ten by men that I fully respect and have
confidence in. All of them seem to believe
the Ezekiel 38 War will take place at one of
three stages in the end times scenario: 1)
just before the Tribulation and Rapture; 2)
just after the Rapture; or 3) as part of the fi-
nal conflict in the second half of the Tribu-
lation. I wonder why none of them consider
or even mention Revelation 20:7-9. It seems
clear these verses place the Gog-Magog War
at the end of the millennial kingdom. Please
explain why so many place that war some-
where else.

-N.Scialabba, SC

Answer: Many scholars differ on the timeline of the
events recorded in Ezekiel 38. My simple answer is,
| don't know.

Revelation 20, however, has no relationship to
Ezekiel 38.Why not? Because in the Ezekiel 38 event,
it gives the reason,”To take a spoil,and to take a prey”
(v. 12a). That's very physical. The event in Revelation
20 is the release of diabolical forces,“they went up on
the breadth of the earth” (Revelation 20:9a). They
come out of the earth. The purpose? Their last stand
against the saints and the holy city,“the beloved city.”

The end? “Fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them.”This is a spiritual mat-

= 1-800-845-2420

@

ter, because no one can fight against “the saints.”
Note also Revelation 17; it’s the battle of Ar-
mageddon, but who is involved? “These shall
make war with the Lamb.” No earthly power can
do that. This is a diabolical event taking place in
the spiritual world.

The Second Coming
Dear Mr. Froese,
Please explain the prophecy in 2 Thes-
salonians 2:1-3.
-J. Dalton, IL

Answer: Verse 1 reveals two events: “the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ,” and “our gathering to-
gether unto him.”“The coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ”is identical with the “day of Christ” in verse
2, while “our gathering together unto him” is the
Rapture. Verse 3 highlights, “that day [meaning
the ‘day of Christ’] shall not come, except there
come a falling away first.” The Good News Transla-
tion states, “the Day will not come until the final
Rebellion takes place” against God.When will that
happen? At the time of the Great Tribulation.
Then in verse 7,”until he be taken out of the way.”
The NIV reads, “but the one who now holds it
back will continue to do so till he is taken out of
the way.”

Who or what is hindering the full development
of Satan’s masterpiece, Antichrist? The light and
the salt—that is, the Church. The Holy Spirit
dwells in the Church, but it will be taken out of
the way.Then, total darkness will prevail on earth,
so that we read in verse 11:“And for this cause
God shall send them strong delusion, that they
should believe a lie.” g
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Nuclear
Deception

The Mossad has un-
covered Iran's plans
to smuggle untrace-
able weapons of
mass destruction
into Israel. The clock
is ticking, and
agents Nir Tavor and
Nicole le Roux can't
act quickly enough.
Nir and Nicole
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“It was the perfect day -
until the gunfire.”

In this thrilling first book in a new
series, authors Amir Tsarfati and Steve
Yohn draw on true events as well as
tactical insights Amir learned from his
time in the Israeli Defense Forces. For
believers in God’s life-changing
promises, Operation Joktan is a
suspense-filled page-turner that
illuminates the blessing Israel is to
the world.

OPERATION JOKTAN ITEM #2389
368 pgs.- Fiction

51&99 Sale 512 Authors: Amir Tsarfati and Steve Yohn

find themselves
caught in a whirl-
wind plot of assassi-
nations, espionage,
and undercover recon, fighting against the clock to stop
this threat against the Middle East. As they draw closer to
danger—and closer to each other—they find themselves

= STEVE YOHN

ensnared in a lethal web of secrets. Will they have to sac- Tour the Final
rifice their own lives to protect the lives of millions? .
Inspired by real events, authors Amir Tsarfati and Book of the Bible

Steve Yohn reteam for this suspenseful follow-up to the
bestselling Operation Joktan. Filled with danger, romance,
and international intrigue, this Nir Tavor thriller reveals
breathtaking true insights into the lives and duties of
Mossad agents—and delivers a story that will have you
on the edge of your seat.

REVEALING REVELATION

ITEM #2394
272 pgs. * Paperback

$17.99
Sale S14

Authors: Amir Tsarfati with
Rick Yohn

,‘ NEW

By WAY ofF DECEPTION ITEM #2402 REVELATIO®

384 pgs. - Fiction
$15.99 NEW

Authors: Amir Tsarfati and Steve Yohn

Approach
Revelation with
Clarity

and Confidence

REVEALING REVELATION
WORKBOOK ITEM #2395
208 pgs.* Paperback

S14-99
Sale S12

Authors: Amir Tsarfati and
Rick Yohn

The Signs That
Make It Clear His
Return Is Near

REYEALIMN L

PROACHING THE DAY APPROACHING ’ NEW J
ITEM #2362

224 pgs. Paperback

MR TSARFRT

$16.99
Sale S12

Author: Amir Tsarfati
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What Every Kid Needs to Know About the End Times

This funny and fact-filled exploration explains to preteens what Bible prophecy is, why it is so
important, who the prophets were, and a whole lot more.

Bible prophecy for kids? Sounds crazy, right? Maybe not. The fulfilled and future prophecies
contained in Scripture are more mind-blowing than any superhero story or action-packed adventure...
because they are 100% true!

Young readers will join the Non-Prophet and his pet frog Plague on comical capers that illuminate
the basics of Bible prophecy and apologetics through fun factoids and awesome infographics.
Preteens will gain a greater appreciation for God’s Word and a deeper understanding of His exciting
plans for their lives.

God’s awesome promises are waiting for your child to discover!

£=. ENON-PROPHETs GUIDE T3
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THE NON-PROPHET'S GUIDE TO PROPHECY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE ITEM #2396
80 pgs. * Paperback

514199 Sale $12 Author: Todd Hampson

Lol Everything vou Everything you
SPIRUAL WARFARE needy:o kr?o\\llv HODK: REVELATION wal:zatd togy
: about fighting— 4 understand
and win.n.ing— a, about the Book
your spiritual of Revelation
[I:atttes . explained
iscern between cultural myths

and biblical facts about the
supernatural.

THE NON-PROPHET'S GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL WARFARE  THE NON-PROPHET’S GUIDE TO THE BOOK OF
ITEM #2368 * 224 pgs. * Paperback REVELATION ITEM #2361

51}‘99 Sale 514 Author: Todd Hampson 224 pgs.* Paperback * Author: Todd Hampson

| Believe Jesus Sale S12

Will Return... e f—
What More Do - midnightcall.com |:/ ;Eeuals
| Need to Know? : Sign up for o

. E weekly speual offere

Combines engaging
illustrations with down-to-
earth explanations to help
you navigate the ins and outs
of Bible prophecy.

THE NON-PROPHET'S GUIDE TO THE END TIMES ITEM #2353
224 pgs. * Paperback » Author: Todd Hampson

S16.99 Sale S12
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A panorama of the ages on one full-color master chart

Beginning with eternity past and looking all the way to the prophetic future, LaHaye and Ice pro-
vide a compelling overview of key points and events in Bible history. Certain to become a much-
used resource, God's Prophetic Plan Chart is a unique and handy
reference tool for Bible teachers and everyone interested in future
events. (Same chart included in Charting the End Times.)

THE COMPLETE BIBLE PROPHECY CHART ITEM #2307

$5-99 Sale S5

Authors:Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice 12 pgs.

A Visual Guide to Understanding Bible Prophecy

Prophecy experts (the late) Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice teamed up to produce a visual resource
unmatched by anything available in the Christian book marketplace! The result of decades of
careful research and Bible study, the charts and well-written explanatory text provide a fascinating
picture of the times ahead. Charting the End Times includes...

e A foldout portraying God’s complete plan for the ages

® More than 5o full-color charts and diagrams

¢ Timelines of the end times

e A comprehensive overview of the key elements of the last days

e Clear answers to tough end-times questions

CHARTING THE END TIMES ITEM #2320 - 144 pgs. - Hardcover

5291‘99- Sale 525 Authors:Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice

Instructive, practical study guide

Designed for use by individuals or study groups, Charting the End Times Prophecy Study Guide
takes readers step by step through the high points of Bible prophecy with helpful charts that
offer a clear picture of what will happen and when in the last days. Readers will welcome this
interactive study about the Rapture, the Tribulation, the return of Christ, the judgment, the
Millennial kingdom, heaven, and more.

A dynamic resource that can be used with or without the companion book.

CHARTING THE END TimMES PROPHECY STUDY GUIDE ITEM #2321
144 pgs. * Paperback

;9-99— Sale $7 Authors:Tim LaHaye and Thomas Ice

God’s Plan Made Clear from Beginning to End

The Bible follows the rise and fall of kingdoms and governments, covers millennia of
ancient history, and reveals God’s plan for humanity through powerful accounts that still
speak today. Charting the Bible Chronologically by authors Ed Hindson and Thomas Ice
gives readers a panoramic view of the events recorded in Scripture, all laid out in
chronological order. Included in this book’s 40-plus full-color charts are...

¢ Timelines of biblical history

e Overviews of major empires

e A master foldout chart of the entire Bible

CHARTING THE BiBLE CHRONOLOGICALLY ITEM #2322 + 144 pgs. - Hardcover

529799' Sale 525 Authors: Ed Hindson and Thomas Ice
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Ensure the next generation understands God’s greatness

Ll C{f}i ()11 andauthority

—= In Creation to Babel, today’s Christian family will find a unique commentary on Genesis
1-11 to ensure the biblical foundation is established in their children’s hearts.
* Provides answers to the most-asked questions people have about these passages

with applications to personal living.

l{ ]R l * Helps families put themselves under the authority of the Word, and not over it.
abel
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A Commentary for Familics

Genesis & the Truth About
KEN HAM Man’s Origin

CREATION TO BABEL ITEM #2390 SEARCHING FOR ADAM ITEM #2319

288 pgs. * Paperback 52419‘9 Sale $20
;21499 Editor: Terry Mortenson « 600 pgs.

Sale 518 Paperback
Author: Ken Ham
QA /AR
,WW The book of Genesis is What You Need to
| "\ P constantly under Know About the
s attack from many Flood

CEMNES|= sources...
FACT 6 =

A FLOOD OF EVIDENCE
ITEM #2345
304 pgs. * Paperback

S15.99 Sale S12

THE GENESIS FACTOR
ITEM #2239
254 pgs. « Paperback

$13.99 Sale S12

Editor: Ron J. Bigalke Jr.

Authors:Ken Ham and
Bodie Hodge

If you were asked how you know the Bible is true,
do you have an answer?

Volume 1: Volume 2:
+Is the Bible totally without error? *Who made God; where did God come from?
+ Did the resurrection really happen? « Has Noah'’s ark been found?
+ How do we know that the 66 books of - Hasn't Bible text been changed over the years?
the Bible are from God? +Is Hell real? |||[ .|| Il
+ Does the Bible contradict itself? + Did the ten plagues of Egypt really happen? H -| [ I'f L

* How were people saved before Jesus came?

g 0w BBLE
xuuwﬂu[?

How Do WE KNow THE BIBLE IS TRUE? - How Do WE KNow THE BIBLE IS TRUE? -
VOL. 1 ITEM #2267 + 300 pgs.* Paperback ~ VOL.2 ITEM #2276 + 352 pgs.* Paperback

$14-99 Sale S12 $14.99 Sale S12

General Editors: Ken Ham & Bodie Hodge General Editors: Ken Ham & Bodie Hodge
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THE FACTS ON JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES ITEM #2336 * 96 pgs. * Paperback

W g W

What does the Catholic Church teach concerning

salvation?

Presented in a convenient question-and-answer format, readers are given a general
overview and detailed information based on a biblical evaluation of the Roman
Catholic Church. They discover similarities and differences between the basic

Vi

,-"”' l.

theologies of Catholicism and Protestantism. Topics include:
® Have the basic doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church changed? ¢ What are the sacraments, and

how do they function in the life of a Catholic believer?

THE FACTS ON ROMAN CATHOLICISM ITEM #2334

5.689' Sale $5 96 pgs.* Paperback

Authors: John Ankerberg, John Weldon, Dillon Burroughs

What is the Watchtower Society?

Known for their extensive research and Bible knowledge, these authors offer readers the
essential facts they need to evaluate and discuss today’s issues regarding the Jehovah’s
Witnesses, a religious organization, and the Watchtower Society. The concise, easy-to-follow
information helps readers answer such questions as: ® Is the Watchtower Society’s translation of
the Bible accurate? e Is the Society’s teaching on salvation biblical?

5_6—99' Sale $5 Authors: John Ankerberg, John Weldon, Dillon Burroughs

FIHN AHKERBIAG
FOHM WILOOH &
D8 kDG

Is Masonry a religion?

The Facts on the Masonic Lodge provides concise,
straightforward answers to questions that include:
¢ What do the Masons teach about Jesus, salvation,
and life after death? ® What do Masonic symbols
represent? ® Are Masonry and Christianity compatible?
e Why is understanding Masonry important today?

THE FACTS ON THE MASONIC LODGE
ITEM #2337 « 96 pgs.* Paperback

$é-99 Sale S5

Authors: John Ankerberg, John Weldon,
Dillon Burroughs

How did Mormonism originate?

Readers find well-researched and easy-to-understand
answers to many of the common and not-so-common
questions surrounding this high-profile church, all in a
handy, quick-reference format. Topics include:

e Who was Joseph Smith? e Is it a Christian religion?
What does it teach about God? ® What is the Mormon
doctrine regarding salvation? Life after death?

THE FACTS ON THE MORMON CHURCH
ITEM #2335 « 96 pgs.* Paperback

$6.99 Sale Ss

Authors: John Ankerberg, John Weldon,
Dillon Burroughs
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Easy-to-

THE FACTS ON understand,

SLA=0 factual, and
relevant

= information
about Islam
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The concise, easy-to-follow information helps
readers answer such questions as:

¢ How did Islam begin and who was
Muhammad?

¢ What do Muslims believe and what do they
teach about Jesus?

¢ Is Allah the same “person” as the biblical
God?

THE FACTS ON ISLAM ITEM #2354
96 pgs. * Paperback

S5.99 Sale S

Authors: John Ankerberg, John Weldon,
Dillon Burroughs




FREE SHIPPING THIS MONTH! (US addresses only)

Midnight Call Mc12220
ITEM# ITEM DESCRIPTION Qry. COST TOTAL PO BOX 84309 ° Lexington SC 29073
)
midnightcall.com/store
with Visa/Master/Discover/Amex call TOLL FREE
1-800-845-2420 (8-5 EST, M-F)
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Address:
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marked with star '
require $30 per us Add.refses FREE S&H (see box, left)
item surcharge gas:a:ram"ty gi:ss Extra Gift to MC Credit card orders call 800-845-2420. Send check or money order to:
ggznusse:t OUt- | AlL Other Countries $25 Midnight Call Ministries ¢ PO Box 84309 ® Lexington, SC 29073
' Total Enclosed Online: midnightcall.com/store

COME AND SEE
KALISHER WHAT WILL

T o RN TAKE PLACE IN THE
FUTURE

An absolutely brilliant way to teach Bible prophecy!
Designed around colorful drawings, bold graphics,
and easy-to-follow timelines, this unique work ex-
plains the books of Daniel and Revelation and other
relevant texts using symbols that separate the futures
of Israel, the church, and the nations. It's prophecy in
a way that everyone can understand.

CoME AND SEE WHAT WILL TAKE PLACE

IN THE FUTURE ITEM #2401
45 pgs.* Full-color Booklet

$5.95 New to Our Ministry

Author: Meno Kalisher

SV VML,
LR N S A AT
EERXEKRER]

» ¢ 8 8 8 8 e

e 8 8 8 88
e o 8 o 8

, s & 8 8 8 o

PP S SRR IR LR



Midnight Call
PO Box 84309
Lexington, SC 29073

Your Subscription

Non-Profit Org.
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Columbia, SC
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Important Notice

January, as long as you initiated the transaction by phone, mail, or internet (midnightcall.com/donations.html)
by December 31, you may claim deduction for the current tax year.

MERRY CHRISTMAS! We want to take this opportunity to thank our generous supporters and remind you that
it is not too late to make a tax-deductible donation for the current year. Even if we process your donation in

To keep or not to keep?

* Are we obliged to keep the Old Testament com-
mandments—what the Bible calls the Law?

¢ |f so, does that include all of the commandments or
just some?

¢ And what about religious traditions—should we
keep them, or shouldn't we, or is that something we
shouldn’t worry about?

¢ Or do the Old Testament commandments as well as
the traditions oblige only Jewish believers in Jesus,
i.e. Messianic Jews, while Gentile believers can do as
they please?

Did you think that these are questions only modern-
day Christians have? Actually, the Galatians strug-
gled with them less than two decades after the birth
of the Christian church.

This is why the Apostle Paul had to provide an-
swers, solutions and clear guidelines defining...
® The identity of the believer in Jesus—regardless of
whether he comes from a Jewish or Gentile back-
ground;
® The Christian’s relationship to the commandments
of the Law and to human religious traditions.

FREEDOM IN CHRIST ITEM #2400
288 pgs. * Paperback * Author: Meno Kalisher

510.95 New to Our Ministry
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Understanding Paul's Epistle to the



