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Jesus in the Middle

By Norbert Lieth

en Jesus was crucified, “two thieves
[were] crucified with him, one on the
right hand, and one on the left” (Matt

27:38). These two men can be seen as symbolic
for all of humanity, which is also divided in two.

Both had been conceived by a father and born
to a mother. Both grew up as happy children and
matured into adulthood. At some point, both got
mixed up with the wrong crowd and made bad
decisions, going down the wrong path. Without
doubt, both had been repeatedly warned and
urged not to pursue this way. Both became crim-
inals, dominated and marked by sin. Both had
forfeited their lives.

In retrospect, all had been in vain. They had
lived without hope, and at the end were left
empty-handed. Both were a tragedy for their fam-
ily. Both saw themselves betrayed by life, and now
had to die without hope. Both stood under the
same death sentence; both had to bear the guilt
of their lives. The ideals that had caught their
enthusiasm and for which they fought with con-
viction, brought them nothing but shame and
death.

Without God, both had carried on with their
own lost lives. Both could not atone for their guilt
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by their own effort. Both were facing their impend-
ing death. The only thing left was the process of
dying. Both had the same opinion about Jesus and
were mocking Him (Matt 27:44). Both died at the
same time and in the same agony. Both were the
same distance from Jesus; both were equally close
to Him. Both could look at Jesus, could observe
and hear Him speak—as well as what others were
saying about Him. “Then said Jesus, Father, for-
give them; for they know not what they do” (Luke
23:34a). “This is the King of the Jews” (v. 38b).
“For he said, I am the Son of God” (Matt 27:43b).

Both were able to talk to Him. Both were equally
distant from the gate of heaven. Both were equally
close to the gate of hell. Both were crucified with
Jesus, and Jesus was crucified for both of them.
They both had taken the lives of others, whereas
Jesus is the One who gives life. Both had a last
opportunity to make a decision.

“There they crucified him, and with him two
others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle”
(John 19:18, NIV).

Jesus in the middle. He came into our midst. He
is the turning point, the crossroad. His cross inter-
sects our life and our path. He can close our still
open sin account. He draws a line through the
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guilt and sin calculation: “It is finished” (John 19:30). The Greek
word is tetélestai, which means “paid in full.” The promissory note
is destroyed (Col 2:14).

Jesus also splits society into two camps. Concerning Him, peo-
ple’s minds are divided. There are those whose decision will lead
to their destruction, and those who allow Him to lift them up. One
criminal stuck to his opinion and said: “If thou be Christ, save thy-
selfand us” (Luke 23:39). He was merely intent on an earthly res-
cue. He was looking to be free of the torture, in order to continue
his life without repentance. The other one came to his senses and
changed his attitude: “And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me
when thou comest into thy kingdom” (v. 42). He no longer cared
about an earthly pardon but a heavenly one. He gave up his life
and handed it to Jesus. He wanted to be where Jesus was going.

One cursed, and Jesus was silent. The other pleaded, and Jesus
said: “Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in par-
adise” (Luke 23:43). One hardened his heart, and heaven was
closed to him. The other opened his heart, and heaven opened up
for him. One went from the threshold of heaven to hell. The other
one went from the threshold of hell into heaven.

It depends on the decision.
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Midnight Call Ministries is a nonprofit missionary organization,
dedicated to proclaiming the entire Bible as the unfailing and eternal
written Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and the unerring
guide for the Christian faith.

The object of Midnight Call is to call people everywhere to Christ,
to proclaim the return of Christ, to prepare Christians for His com-
ing, and to uphold the faith and warn of false doctrines. Midnight
Call magazine is available in twelve languages. All work done
through radio, literature and missionaries is supported entirely by the
gifts and free will offerings of God’s people.

STATEMENT OF FAITH

'WE BELIEVE in the divine inspiration of the whole Bible and there-
with the infallibility of the Holy Scripture, which is God’s Word, and
in the eternal Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

‘WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ, the Son of God, was conceived of the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, lived a sinless life, and shed His
blood to save mankind. He died and arose bodily the third day, was
seen by over 500, and later ascended into heaven.

‘WE BELIEVE that the Lord Jesus Christ died in the place of each
individual sinner and that all who believe in Him as their personal
Savior are justified through His shed blood and have become
children of God.

WE BELIEVE that Israel is God’s chosen people, and that the
restoration of the Jews to their own land is the fulfillment of the
Word of God.

‘WE BELIEVE in the imminent, pre—tribulational appearance of Je-
sus Christ for the Rapture of His Church (all born again believers).
'WE BELIEVE in the immortality of our souls and the resurrection of our
bodies, and in the resurrection of the just and the unjust, the everlasting
blessedness of the saved and the everlasting punishment of the lost.
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Is the Crucified Lord
Really God?

Thomas Lieth

In Gethsemane, Jesus said “I am he” to those who wanted to arrest
Him. These words, and many others in the Holy Scriptures, clearly
answer the question of His divinity.
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t's well known that there’s nothing
Inew under the sun, so it'’s unsurpris-

ing that the Lord Jesus’ deity is hotly
contested. Islam and Judaism both deny
it. Other religious groups and sects deny
it as well, including atheists, of course,
but also, unbelievably, within the wishy-
washy religion of nominal Christianity.
These discussions have always taken
place.

“The Son of man shall send forth his
angels, and they shall gather out of his
kingdom all things that offend, and them
which do iniquity” (Matt 13:41). At first
glance, this doesn’t seem to say anything
about Jesus’ divinity. But notice that the
person speaking here is Jesus Himself. He
is explaining the parable of the wheat and
the tares to His disciples. Jesus is speaking
of Himself (the Son of man), saying that
He will send out His angels. I wonder
what person even has angels to send out?
Additionally, the Scriptures tell us that
angels are beings of God (Heb 1:6, 14).
Consequently, Jesus must be God. Oth-
erwise, He couldn’t command angels,
refer to His angels, and send them out.

As further evidence, consider Genesis
1:1: “In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth.” All monotheistic
religions agree on this point. Every Jew,
Muslim, and faithful Christian will affirm
this statement: Almighty God is the Cre-
ator of heaven and earth. Psalm 33:6 says:
“By the word of the LORD were the heav-
ens made; and all the host of them by the
breath of his mouth.” Let’s remember this:

= 1-800-845-2420

the heavens were made “by the word of
the LORD.” The New Testament gives us
various indications that Jesus was
involved in Creation, and this sets us
apart from all other religions.

“God, who at sundry times and in
divers manners spake in time past unto
the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these
last days spoken unto us by his Son,
whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the
worlds” (Heb 1:1-2). “And of the angels
he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits,
and his ministers a flame of fire. But unto
the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is
for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteous-
ness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou
hast loved righteousness, and hated iniq-
uity; therefore God, even thy God, hath
anointed thee with the oil of gladness
above thy fellows. And, Thou, Lord, in
the beginning hast laid the foundation of
the earth; and the heavens are the works
of thine hands” (vv. 7-10).

Consider John 1:1: “In the beginning
was the Word”—this statement is still
congruent with the Creation account
from Genesis and Psalm 33. But John
continues to say, “and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.” In verse
14, John finally relates all of this to Jesus
Christ, the Word of God incarnate: “And
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth.” The New
Testament is in no way contradicting the

APRIL 2023
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Is the Crucified Lord Really God?

There was a tendency to question Jesus’ divinity even at the time of the early
church. And that hasn’t changed in the course of church history until today.

MIDNIGHT CALL

Old Testament; rather, it is the explana-
tion and fulfillment of it. Fundamentally,
you can never understand the Old Testa-
ment without the New Testament. Those
who stop at the Old Testament lack the
most essential part; the
solution/fulfillment.

“Who [Jesus Christ] is the image of the

invisible God, the firstborn of every crea-

namely,

ture: For by him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities,
or powers: all things were created by him,
and for him: And he is before all things,
and by him all things consist” (Col 1:15-
17).

Jesus could never have participated in
Creation as a human being, but the New
Testament clearly teaches that Jesus is
the Creator, so He must be God. And it
is this exact claim that the priests and
scribes of His day understood so well,
the one they were violently indignant
about when Jesus said to them, “Before
Abraham was, I am.” How was that sup-
posed to be true, if Jesus had been merely
human? After all, Abraham had lived a
good 2,000 years before Jesus. As a result,
“Then took they up stones to cast at him”
(John 8:58-59).

Why? Because this son of a carpenter
might be crazy? No, because they under-
stood what this Jesus was insinuating. “I

am God!” And in the eyes of the religious
upper class, this was pure blasphemy.

Let’s remain with the description of
Jesus as the Word of God made flesh.
When Scripture says, “In the beginning
was the Word,” it is testifying to the Son’s
eternality. The Son was there from the
beginning—eternal, and thus God Himself.
“The Word was with God.” Here, on the
other hand, we see a separation. The Word
is God Himself, and yet distinguished from
the Father. This is where the mystery of
the Trinity comes into its own. One God,
and yet three persons: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. We will never truly grasp this
mystery of the Trinity with our human lim-
itations, but we must keep it in mind when
Jesus’ deity is involved. “And the Word was
God.”

Let’s consider another aspect. God
speaks through Isaiah: “I, even I, am he
that blotteth out thy transgressions for
mine own sake, and will not remember thy
sins” (Is 43:25). “I have blotted out, as a
thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a
cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have
redeemed thee” (Is44:22). These passages
are about Israel’s future redemption, butin
them we see the principle of the forgiveness
of sins; namely, that only God can forgive
sins. That was why the Jewish scholars and
priests reproached Jesus when He
promised the forgiveness of sins to a para-
lyzed man (Mark 2:5-12). To them, this

Visit midnightcall.com



CO0OVER

The New Testament gives us various indications that Jesus was involved in

Creation, and this sets us apart from all other religions.

presumption from the carpenter’s son from
Nazareth was a monstrous affair, an unsur-
passable blasphemy. In short, an unparal-
leled scandal! With this act, Jesus clearly
underscored His uniqueness and divinity.
Lets continue to another piece of evidence.

“When the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:
And before him shall be gathered all
nations: and he shall separate them one
from another, as a shepherd divideth his
sheep from the goats: And he shall set the
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on
the left” (Matt 25:31-33). Jesus is making
it clear that at the end of time, He will judge
the Gentiles. This also speaks to Jesus’
divinity, because the Old Testament
declares that God Himself is the Judge.
“For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is
our lawgiver, the LORD is our king; he will
save us” (Is 33:22). Let’s go through these
statements in detail.

“The LORD is our judge”: Jesus
describes Himself as a judge, and the book
of Acts testifies to this: “And we are wit-
nesses of all things which he did both in
the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem,;
whom they slew and hanged on a tree: Him
God raised up the third day, and showed
him openly; Not to all the people, but unto
witnesses chosen before God, even to us,
who did eat and drink with him after he
rose from the dead. And he commanded

= 1-800-845-2420

us to preach unto the people, and to testify
that it is he which was ordained of God to
be the Judge of quick and dead” (Acts
10:39-42).

“The LORD is our lawgiver”: The Law
was given to the people of Israel by the
Lord (Yahweh) on Mount Sinai. The New
Testament confirms that Jesus is the ful-
fillment of the Law (Rom 8; Gal 5:18; John
1:17). Romans also speaks of a new law
(Rom 3:27-28); namely, the law of faith in
Jesus Christ. As one person of the Trinity,
Jesus was therefore present when the Law
was given to the people of Israel in the
wilderness, as well as the One who gave
a new law to His church.

“The LORD is our king”: Revelation
shows that Jesus, the Lamb of God who
bears the sins of the world, is not just
Lord, but Lord of lords (Rev 17:14). And
this Jesus is not just King, but King of
kings (Rev 19:16).
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Is the Crucified Lord Really God?

Fundamentally, you can never understand the Old Testament without the New
Testament. Those who stop at the Old Testament lack the most essential part;
namely, the solution/fulfiliment.

10
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“He will save us”: Who will save? Jesus
is the Savior, the One promised in the Old
Testament. There is no way around the
crucified Lord! “Therefore let all the
house of Israel know assuredly, that God
hath made the same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts
2:36, cf. Rom 10:9; Phil 3:20).

We arrive at the meaning of the name
Yahweh, which is often translated as
“LORD” in the Old Testament (as in Isa
33:22). Our Heavenly Father once iden-
tified Himself by this name when Moses
asked God for it.

“And Moses said unto God, Behold,
when I come unto the children of Israel,
and shall say unto them, The God of your
fathers hath sent me unto you; and they
shall say to me, What is his name? what
shall I say unto them? And God said unto
Moses, I AM THAT 1 AM: and he said,
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of
Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. And
God said moreover unto Moses, Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel,
the LORD God of your fathers, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this
is my name for ever, and this is my memo-
rial unto all generations” (Ex 3:13-15).

“I AM” is the Hebrew name for the God
Yahweh. The translation, “I AM THAT 1
AM?” only roughly expresses what Yahweh

actually means. Abraham Meister writes,
“Yahweh is the absolute T in its highest
divine fullness.” Not only “I am who I
am,” but also “I am who I was” and “I am
who [ will be.” God is the “I” without time
and without space. Huge, and not for us
humans to grasp! This also helps us
understand why the high priest literally
tore his clothes when Jesus replied to the
question of whether He was the Son of
God, “Iam” (Mark 14:62). These are the
same words that Jesus replied when he
was captured in the Garden of Gethse-
mane (John 18:5). And at the moment He
said, by virtue of His divinity, “I am he,”
everyone shrank back and fell to the
ground (v. 6). With these answers, Jesus
Christ, the carpenter’s son from Nazareth,
used precisely the same words as God:
Yahweh—“1 am.” They were dumb-
founded by Jesus’ confession.

In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ seven “I am”
statements have been handed down to us:
“I am the bread of life.” “I am the light of
the world.” “I am the door of the sheep.”
“I am the good shepherd.” “I am the res-
urrection and the life.” “I am the way, the
truth, and the life.” “I am the true vine.”
Jesus Christ reveals Himself as God with
these “I am” statements, as well as by His
statements, “I and my Father are one”
(John 10:30) and, “He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).

Visit midnightcall.com
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Jesus, the Lamb of God who bears the sins of the world, is not just Lord, but

Lord of lords. And this Jesus is not just King, but King of kings.

Even if today, the linguistic context for
us to understand the meaning and scope
of the “I am” statements is missing, these
words were definitely understood by the
Jews at that time. For example, “I am the
bread of life”: Every Jew had the showbread
in the sanctuary in mind, as well as the
commemoration of the 40 years of wan-
dering in the desert (when the Lord God
had provided Israel with manna from
heaven). And, “Iam the light of the world”:
Every Jew thought of the seven-armed
golden candlestick that also stood in the
sanctuary. No Jew, apart from the priests,
was allowed to enter (and especially not
Gentiles). With these words, Jesus revealed
Himself to be the fulfillment of the temple,
the priest, and the sacrifices. In the end,
that's what offended the religious system.
The priests and scribes felt that their right
to exist was being threatened. They had
long since been serving not God, but only
a religious system. With Jesus as the true
high priest and perfect sacrificial lamb,
priests and scribes would no longer have
been needed. The complete rites of the
temple with their associated materialism
(think of Jesus cleansing the temple),
would be obsolete. And that’s exactly what
couldn’t be allowed to happen. Even today;,
every religious system (including the
Christian religion) takes offense at the deity
of Jesus and the associated claim of
absoluteness. It doesn't fit into the system.

= 1-800-845-2420
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Whether humanity (atheist and religious
alike) accepts it or not, one thing is certain:
Jesusisn't just some human, and especially
not the founder of a religion. No, Jesus is
God! Through Jesus, God became man (2
Cor 5:19). In Jesus, we receive forgiveness
of our sins (1 John 1:7-9). And in Jesus, we
have eternal life (1 John 4:9). Without Jesus
Christ, the Judge, the Lawgiver, and the
King, there would be no salvation (John
14:6; Acts 4:12).

Who is God? The incarnate Word of
God, Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified Lord,
who could say with authority, “I am he!”

(MR0421/1156)
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PROPHESIED WORLD ORDERS AND RED

CHINA: PART 2

By Wilfred Hahn

et, according to this writer’s interpreta-

tions of the Bible, China will not become

a great hegemon. It will not be one of the
last-day ten heads (mentioned or portrayed 10
times in the Bible). In fact, nor will America be
part of the ten-nation coalition that rises out of
the Roman beast.

Citizens of Western nations seem to wantonly
behave like individualists who demand their
rights to the inconvenience of others. Such soci-
eties haves become carnivorous ... everyone
looking for personal gratification and gain.
Growing imbalanced wealth distribution is one
such malodorous symptom.

Just who are the primary adversaries of the
stances that the Chinese government is taking?
Those that measure everything in terms of profits
and wealth accumulation.

In the meantime, China’s Politburo will refuse
to be subjugated by capital holders and the rich

12 MIDNIGHT CALL

We must acknowledge that a geopolitical rivalry is playing out. In
fact, it may already be far too late to throttle China. The aggressive
actions of Western nations against China in recent years, are them-
selves a sign that China is in fact making large strides. This writer
believes that China will continue to gather strength. That will have
major repercussions for the world ... particularly for America.

... or held hostage to Wall Street and its money-
driven lobbies.

A Bipolar World: Who Will Prevail?

There today is a fast-growing counterweight to
the United States globally: It is China. This coun-
try has already made advances in global influ-
ence. Will its rise continue? Where will the
growing geopolitical rivalry between the United
States and China lead? Will China leap-frog
America ... or not?

As we have already intimated, the Bible pro-
vides a partial answer.

Unlike America, the Bible does specifically
mention China in the last days by name. It is
identified as “Sinim.”

Consider this prophetic verse: “Behold, these
shall come from far: and, lo, these from the north
and from the west; and these from the land of
Sinim” (Isaiah 49:12, KJV). This verse refers to

Visit midnightcall.com
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Will China play a significant geopolitical role in the last days, perhaps
even being a key member of a final world order?

the time of restoring Israel after the Tribulation
period. At that time, the Jews are gathered to the
land of Israel.

Just what and where is Sinim?

Most sources agree that “Sinim refers to the
far eastern region of China today.”" Things
related to China are still referred to as “Sino.”
For example, the word “sinology” means the
study of China. Sinim is likely the most eastern
nation mentioned in the Bible.

In the Arabic language today, China is still
referred to as “Sin.” The word “Sin” likely comes
from the word Ch’in (or Tsin), as in the Ch’in
Dynasty which ruled China between 221 and
206 BC, or some other word derivation from
before that time. The word “Sinim” in Hebrew
would therefore simply be the plural form of
“Sin.”

Returning to the quoted verse (Isaiah 49:12),
we can deduce from Isaiah’s words, written some
2,700 years ago, that Sinim (China) will most
certainly exist in the last days and will carry into
the following Millennial period. Isaiah here
speaks of the nations that will recognize Israel
and worship the Lord.

Moreover, we can also reasonably deduce that
China must be a substantial entity at that time,
since this nation is actually named in the
prophecy. Also, instead of naming the “east,” the
prophet simply assumes that this is the direction
of Sinim.

What about the “kings of the east” that are
mentioned in Revelation 16:12? What role might
they have? Will China be counted in this group?
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This verse reads: “The sixth angel poured out
his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its
water was dried up to prepare the way for the
kings from the East.”

This event occurs in the second half of the
Tribulation Period. As a result, the “kings of
the east” head west across the Euphrates. We
can only speculate as to what their motives may
be.

We must then turn to this crucial question:
Will China play a significant geopolitical role
in the last days, perhaps even being a key mem-
ber of a final world order? The answer, we
believe, is both yes and no. Yes, in our opinion
China (and some other select Asian nations)
will play a prominent role in the last-day, geopo-
litical developments mentioned in Revelation
16:12 (quoted above). An aggressive action of
some kind seems to be suggested.

While that may be the case, the Bible at the
same time also rules out any role for China in
the post-globalism, minilateralism period of a
“10-king” ruling order.

How can we be sure of this view? Scripture
reveals the answer.

Revelation 17:12 supports an important
deduction. It reads: “The ten horns you saw are
ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom,
but who for one hour will receive authority as
kings along with the beast.” Just how does this
verse connect to China and some other Asian
countries today?

The verse we have quoted from Revelation
specifically refers to these last-day 10 kings and
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If we apply this rule, it reveals that such nations as China, India, Persia
(Iran) and others will not be part of the final 10-king world power

coalition.

reveals a crucial clue. John the Revelator tells us
here that these 10 kings “have not yet received a
kingdom.” This means that neither the kings nor
their kingdoms referred to in this verse had yet
existed, either at or by the time that Apostle John
wrote Revelation (approx. 90—95 AD).

As such, we can draw some clear conclusions
from Revelation 17:12. Any nation today that
existed at or prior to the time of John’s prophecy
cannot qualify as one of the 10 final kings ... in
other words, one of the final influential 10
nations.

If we apply this rule, it reveals that such nations
as China, India, Persia (Iran) and others will not
be part of the final 10-king world power coalition.
Why? Because they had already had kingdoms
by the time of John's prophecies.

Consider that China already existed in New
Testament times. According to historians, the Han
Dynasty, a predecessor to modern-day China, was
in power at the time of John’s prophecies.

The same may be concluded for the nation of
Japan today. As already mentioned, the nation of
“Hodu” (India) had already existed, as the Book
of Esther confirmsin 1:1 and 8:9. Crucially, there-
fore, we discover here that none of these large
and influential Asian nations will be part of the
last-day rulership represented by the 10-king
coalition.

Points to Ponder
What light could the perspectives shared above,
possibly shed upon our times today?

14 MIDNIGHT CALL

Beyond the certainty that these nations will
not be part of the world ruling order at the time
the Antichrist takes over global control, we can
only attempt a few additional speculative con-
clusions.

A scenario that appears plausible is that the
formation of the final 10 kings may very well be
a counter-strategy to the perceived threats or
non-aligned perspectives of other global players
... these very possibly being the “kings of the
east” who are growing in power before the 10-
king coalition emerges.

There is no doubt that China is strategically
placed geographically, allowing it to become a
naval and economic power that can control and
coordinate much of Asia. A number of geogra-
phers and geostrategists have long thought this
to be the case. As it happens, China today has
sharply increased its naval capabilities.

As mentioned, we can deduce that China will
not qualify as one of the 10 horns on the head of
the 7th Ruler King. It will not be part of the
world-ruling 10 kings. Nor is it likely to gain
total global dominance.

Finally, what would these conclusions mean
for the outcome of the China/America rivalry
that we see today? Nearly always, interpretations
of Bible prophecy are colored or biased by
recency. Events or trends of our time tend to be
read into the prophetic Scriptures. As such, the
reader beware.

It seems reasonable to conclude that if both
China and America do not qualify to be part of
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PROPHESIED WORLD ORDERS AND RED CHINA: PART 2

In the meantime, the supposedly “big, bad Red China” is turning “green,”
undertaking incredibly huge renewable energy projects. This is another
initiative that China is pursuing that few—blinded by their hatred of

China—acknowledge.

Shanghai urban landscape,
landmarks and solar panels

the world’s last power structure, the China/Amer-
ican rivalry will move to backstage geopolitically
at some late point. What could be the triggers?
We do not know. However, this is a very short
period (the time that the 7th head emerges).

For the time being, combative postures may
continue ... aggressive actions may yet escalate.
Time will tell. However, as we have showed in
Part 1, propaganda obfuscates the facts. China
may or may not be less or more virtuous than
America or Canada.

In the meantime, the supposedly “big, bad
Red China” is turning “green,” undertaking
incredibly huge renewable energy projects. This
is another initiative that China is pursuing that
few—blinded by their hatred of China—
acknowledge. We quote from an essay by Nathan
Gardels in Noema:

“China already dominates key domains of the
renewable energy future. ‘Factories in China
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manufacture three-quarters
of the world’s EV batteries,
and China has 90% market
share for processing the rare
earth elements so important
to those batteries. BYD [a
large automobile and battery
conglomerate] is an apex
predator in an ecosystem
designed to allow it to flour-
ish, from the gleaming min-
erals in the dirt to the
batteries to the cars that
sﬂently ghde down the highway back to Shen-
zhen. You can look into any of the numerous
energies called renewable, from pumped hydro
to experiments with fusion or thorium nuclear
reactors, and youw'll discover that the state-fund-
ing model has given Chinese companies an
imposing lead.” China is substantially ahead of
the rest of the world in wind power generation
as well.”?

A wonderful conclusion to our discussion
about China is the message of Isaiah (49:12, as
quoted earlier). Despite the distrust and different
values that the two nations may have, in the end,
China will acknowledge Jesus Christ and enter
the Millennial period. ¢©

ENDNOTES
1 James H. Strong, Exhaustive Concordance, p.5515:“Sinim is a distant
Oriental region.”

2 “Red China'’s Green Lining,” Noema, Oct 29,2022.
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Capernaum:
The Lord’s Own City"

DR. RON J. BIGALKE

The town of Nazareth is secluded among the surrounding hills of lower Galilee. Nazareth remained
in relative obscurity until it became famous in New Testament times as the childhood home of

Jesus.

he insignificance of Nazareth is evi-

I dent in the disparaging remark from
Nathanael—“Can any good thing

come out of Nazareth” (John 1:46)—when
Philip said to him, “We have found Him of
whom Moses in the Law and also the
Prophets wrote—]Jesus of Nazareth, the son
of Joseph” (v. 45). Nevertheless, the New Tes-
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tament identifies Jesus as the prophet “from
Nazareth in Galilee” (Matt 21:11).
Nazareth was the residence of Joseph and
Mary (Matt 13:53-58; Luke 1:26-27; 2:39)
and the place where the angel Gabriel fore-
told Jesus’ birth (1:26-38). Jesus was proba-
bly two years of age when the magi visited
to present Him with gifts (Matt 2:1-12), and
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Excavations Beneath the Church

when Herod ordered the slaughter of “all the
male children who were in Bethlehem and all
its vicinity, from two years old and under” (v.
16). The gifts of the magi were God’s provi-
sion to finance the sojourn from Bethlehem
to Egypt (vv. 14-21); they also prefigure the
wealth of the Gentile nations that the Old
Testament prophets said would be given to
Israel’s Messiah (Ps 72:10-13; Isa 60:5, 11;
61:6; 66:20; Zeph 3:10; Hag 2:6-9), which is
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yet to occur in entirety at Mes-
siah’s return.

When circumstances appear
desperate, it is good to remem-
ber the Lord’s gracious actions
toward His people. He often
provides in an unexpected man-
ner. God is not absent! He not
only superintends His creation,
but also directs history for His
purposes. Humanity and the
world are not ruled by chance
or fate; rather, it is God who
directs creation and history
toward His determined and ulti-
mate goal. There is no reason for despair or
doubt in regard to God. Believers should
expect and seek the Lord’s providence.

When the Lord’s family returned from
Egypt, it was in Nazareth where Jesus grew
to manhood (Matt 2:23; Luke 4:16). Jesus
lived there for approximately 30 years of His
life (Luke 2:39-51). He taught at the syna-
gogue in Nazareth (Matt 13:54; Luke 4:16),
and it would be the place from which He
began His public ministry (Mark 1:9) and the
site of His first rejection on the part of the
hometown people (Luke 4:16-30). Although
He was born in Bethlehem (Matt 2:1-6), the
Lord’s extended association with the town of
His childhood resulted in Him being called
Jesus of Nazareth (Mark 1:24; Luke 18:37).
The inscription that Pilate affixed to the cross
read, “JESUS THE NAZARENE, THE KING
OF THE JEWS” (John 19:19). The Lord’s ear-
liest disciples were known as “the sect of the
Nazarenes” (Acts 24:5).
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Capernaum: The Lord’s Own City

Few people went to Nazareth, yet it was
the ideal place for Jesus to spend His child-
hood, since He would be protected from any-
one seeking to cause Him injury (Matt
2:21-23). When He would begin His public
ministry years later, Jesus decided to move
from the unexciting town of Nazareth to the
lively Capernaum, on the northwestern shore
of the Sea of Galilee. The primary reason for
the change in location was the people’s rejec-

tion of Jesus in His own hometown. Caper-

City of the Lord
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<«

naum then became known as the Lord’s “own
city” (9:1) and is featured prominently as a
location from which Jesus accomplished
much of His public ministry (Matt 4:13; Mark
2:1). Some of the most significant events of
Jesus’ ministry occurred in Capernaum.

Jesus chose several of His disciples in the
vicinity of Capernaum: the fishermen Peter
and his brother Andrew (Mark 1:16-18),
who were heirs to a family fishing business
based in Capernaum (vv. 21, 29); John and
James, the sons of Zebedee, also local fish-
ermen (vv. 19-20); and the tax collector Levi
(Matthew), the son of Alphaeus (2:13-14; cf.
Matt 9:9). Matthew had a brother, James,
who also became a disciple of Jesus (he is
often called James the Less to distinguish
him from James, the brother of John). Jesus
mentioned Capernaum often and performed
several miracles there (Matt 8:5; John 6:17-
21). He healed the centurion’s paralyzed ser-
vant (Matt 8:1-13), cured a fever of Peter’s
mother-in-law (vv. 14-15), and healed many
others (v. 16), including a paralytic (9:1-8)
and those who were demon-possessed (Mark
1:32,34). Jesus delivered the discourse con-
cerning kingdom greatness in Capernaum
(Mark 9:33-37), in addition to the Bread of
Life teaching (John 6; cf. v. 59).

Peter had a home in Capernaum (Matt
8:14; Mark 1:29; 2:1) where Jesus resided
(Matt 4:13), and He is reported to have
taught frequently in the synagogue there
(Mark 1:21; 3:1-5; Luke 4:31; John 6:59).
Matthew also lived in Capernaum, and thus
demonstrated particular interest regarding
the city in his gospel (cf. Matt 9:1-9).
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Peter's Home

According to Luke 7:5, the synagogue at
Capernaum was built under the auspices of
a Roman centurion, whose paralyzed servant
Jesus healed and who loved the nation of
Israel.

While it may have seemed wiser for Jesus
to dwell in Jerusalem or Judea, the Lord
dwelled in Capernaum. His departure from
Nazareth to settle in Capernaum (Matt 4:13)
is not formally noted in the other Gospel
accounts, yet the city is mentioned by each
of the synoptists (Matthew, Mark, and Luke)
as the primary base of operations for Jesus’
Galilean ministry. Jesus chose to settle in
Capernaum because the city was most suit-
able for His ministry; particularly because it
was a busy town in close proximity to others,
in addition to being on the shore of a sea with
an abundance of fish. It was also situated on
both sides of the international highway
named the Via Maris (“way of the sea”),
which extended from Syria (Damascus) to
Egypt along the Mediterranean coast (thus
providing a commercial advantage with
regions to the north and south). Capernaum
was sort of a border town, as it was situated
between various territories. Tax and trade
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were important in Capernaum, which
explains why Matthew was “sitting in
the tax collector’s booth” when Jesus
“said to him, ‘Follow Me!”” (Matt 9:9),
and why there was also a military out-
post under the command of a centu-
rion (8:5-13).

Matthew noted that Jesus’ selection
of Capernaum was “to fulfill what was
spoken through Isaiah the prophet”
(4:14). Jesus “began to preach” once He was
settled in Capernaum (v. 17). Other cities
existed along the shore of the Sea of Galilee
that could have fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy, yet
it is evident that Jesus’ choice of Capernaum
was quite purposeful. “A great light” had
come to a region that was mostly populated
by Gentiles, and Isaiah 9:1-2 prophesied just
such a ministry of the Messiah. Jesus chose a
city with a persistent contingency of people
who could bear witness to His message in
many other locations, which is precisely what
occurred. “Jesus was going throughout all
Galilee . . . [and] the news about Him spread
throughout all Syria” as a result (vv. 23-24).
Travelers not only conveyed reports of the
Lord’s ministry to the north in Syria, but also
spread that message by means of other roads
into “Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem
and Judea and from beyond the Jordan” (v.
25).

Even though Capernaum was the site of
many events in the life of Christ and proofs
of His identity, the people were not repentant.
Thus, Jesus denounced the town, in addition
to several other cities (11:20-24). Sometimes
the best use of time for the Lord’s glory
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Capernaum: The Lord’s Own City

Capernaum Synagogue

involves a change in geography, as occurred
with Jesus’ ministry. He proclaimed woe unto
Capernaum, “for if the miracles” that
occurred there “occurred in Sodom . . . it
would have remained to this day” (v. 23). In
fulfillment of Jesus’ words, Capernaum is in
ruins. Visitors to Capernaum today can still
see the remains of what was likely a first cen-
tury synagogue, which is very probably the
one in which Jesus taught. Archaeologists
have excavated a site that may have been the
location of Peter’s home. The remains are
located just south of the synagogue at the
bottom of three layers of construction.
The city of Capernaum is an example of
how many people respond to the gospel
message. They may enjoy religious activities
and consider themselves spiritual as a result.
Familiarity with Jesus and even certain bib-
lical accounts, may provide a false sense of
assurance that a person has been redeemed,
when in reality he or she will hear the Lord
say, “I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME,
YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS”

20 MIDNIGHT CALL

Capernaum Ruins

(Matt 7:23). Even though Jesus performed
many miracles in Capernaum and the people
heard Him speak of Himself as the Bread of
Life in the city’s synagogue (John 6:59), they
nevertheless refused to repent.

Capernaum was given a greater opportu-
nity to believe in Jesus than most cities,
which is why its residents will be judged
more severely than others who did not enjoy
such privileges. In a similar manner, all peo-
ple will be judged according to the knowl-
edge of the truth available to them (cf. Rom
2:12-16). The fact that God did not spare
the people of Capernaum, due to their lack
of faith and repentance, is proof that He will
condemn for eternity those who today hear
the gospel message and witness evidence of
the Lord’s eternal power and divine nature,
yet reject His Son (cf. Rom 1:18-20; Heb 6:4-
6; 2 Pet 2:4-10).

(1296)
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Woe to us if we go with the flow of
this world, conforming to its spirit. The
consequence will be that the Lord
closes the door of the Gospel.

The

. Power of
" the Exalted
Christ fora

Suffering Church

An interpretation of the last book of the Bible

Wim Malgo (1922-1992)

down to declare His omnipotence to the
church in Philadelphia: “These things saith
he ... that hath the key of David, he that
openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth,

I t's truly moving how the exalted Lord bows

and no man openeth” (Rev 3:7).

This passage sounds as if it could have come
from the Old Testament, but it was fulfilled in
Jesus Christ. This is the power that God gave
to the exalted Christ, to the great Son of David!
He has the key of David, which means the key
of the King of kings. He alone can unlock the
door to the everlasting kingdom—no one can
shut it, and vice-versa: “...and shutteth, and
no man openeth.”

. Part 36. Revelation 3:7-8.

He has the power over life, death, and hell.
This is what we read in Revelation 1:17-18:
“And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead.
And he laid his right hand upon me, saying
unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:
I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold,
I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the
keys of hell and of death.”—He has the keys
to every door, to everything! He is the sole and
absolute Victor! So, it’s no coincidence that
these exact words of revelation from Christ to
the church of Philadelphia were predicted and
foreseen by the prophet Isaiah centuries prior.
Isaiah 22:22 says, “And the key of the house
of David will I lay upon his shoulder; so he
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The Power of the Exalted Christ for a Suffering Church

shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall
shut, and none shall open.”

In this letter to Philadelphia, the exalted
Lord—the living fulfillment of this prophecy—
encounters His weak and afflicted church and
declares, “I know thy works” (v. 8). Here, as
with Smyrna, the Lord doesn't list out those
works as He did with the Ephesians, for exam-
ple: “I know thy works, and thy labour, and
thy patience, and how thou canst not bear
them which are evil: and thou hast tried them
which say they are apostles, and are not, and
hast found them liars: And hast borne, and hast
patience, and for my name’s sake hast laboured,
and hast not fainted” (Rev 2:2-3).

And like Smyrna, Philadelphia had to suffer
for Jesus’ sake. The church had to endure a
struggle of faith against the hateful paganism
that was surrounding it. Those who keep the
Word, who steadfastly wait upon the Lord, are
in radical contrast to those around them, the
godless world.

Woe to us when the contrast between the
Church of Jesus and the spirit of this world
vanishes. Then the Church—and we—have
lost the battle of faith. “Ye adulterers and adul-
teresses, know ye not that the friendship of the
world is enmity with God? whosoever there-
fore will be a friend of the world is the enemy
of God” (James 4:4).

Woe to us if we go with the flow of this
world, conforming to its spirit. The conse-
quence will be that the Lord closes the door of
the Gospel. In practical terms, our message,
our testimony, will seem ridiculous. It isn’t
always the world’s fault if they scoff when we
talk about Jesus. Let’s examine ourselves to see
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whether it’s because our words have lost their
power through dilution by the world.

When Sodom was on the verge of falling,
Lot, prompted by the angels, attempted to get
the message of salvation across to his future
sons-in-law. But it's recorded that “his sons-in-
law thought he was joking” (Gen 19:14, CSB).
How will you have an “open door” to the world
when you, as a believer, are bound to nicotine,
alcohol, television, and more?

The church in Philadelphia had held fast to
Jesus, in whose name is power and salvation,
and they did not deny Him. That is why He
promised them the “open door”: “Behold, 1
have set before thee an open door, and no man
can shut it” (Rev 3:8).

The Lord most definitely means a double-
hinged door. First, the door opens upward:
“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new
and living way, which he hath consecrated for
us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh ...
Let us draw near with a true heart...” (Heb
10:19-20, 22a).

And then, the door also opens to the pagan
world, which is filled with rejection and hatred.
But the Philadelphian believers had authority,
because they had access to the innermost sanc-
tuary before the throne of God. Despite the
world’s fanatical rejection, their testimony was
compelling: “No man can shut it [the open
door].”

What’s more, Paul also says this: “For a great
door and effectual is opened unto me, and there
are many adversaries” (1 Cor 16:9). No one
could overcome the Apostle Paul because he
went all in with his testimony. (MR0822/1269)
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How Much

Longer, Lord?

Part 2

/II

Who are the weakest in today’s society? The unborn! 625,346 unborn chil-
dren were killed in the womb in 2019, according to the CDC [though state
reporting is voluntary, not mandatory]. That's greater than the population of
Baton Rouge, Louisiana or Colorado Springs, Colorado. The total number of
abortions worldwide since 1980 is tallied at www.numberofabortions.com:
over 1.6 billion babies so far! “And they say, ‘The LORD does not see; the
God of Jacob does not perceive™ (Psalm 94:7).

s God really not paying attention? How

much longer, Lord?

Can we see God’s hand at work in the
increasing Islamization? More than 500 years
ago, Martin Luther said in On War Against the
Turk, “Every pastor and preacher ought to
exhort his people most diligently to repentance
and to prayer. They ought to drive men to
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repentance by showing our great and number-
less sins and our ingratitude, by which we have
earned God’s wrath and disfavor, so that He
justly gives us into the hands of the devil and
the Turk.”

It's as if God is saying, “Have it your way. If
you won't listen to my beloved Son, then I will
give you another god who will rule over you.”

APRIL 2023 23

o il $ K



How Much Longer, Lord? Part 2

What a brilliant God who created the eye, which uses a highly complex process to
transform electromagnetic waves emanating from objects, allowing us to perceive

color, light, and shape!

and God Himself grows more
fanatical, so also does con-
tempt for and persecution

of God’s heavenly people,

His Church. First and
foremost in Islamic coun-

.

As hatred of God’s earthly people
i/

|

i
tries, but also increasingly \d
in the West. According to “
the Open Doors World
Watch List, in 2021 more than
340 million Christians were “liv-
ing in places where they experience high
levels of persecution and discrimination”
(www.opendoorsusa.org).

“The LORD does not see...” That is affirmed
by Ecclesiastes 8:11: “Because the sentence
against an evil deed is not executed speedily,
the heart of the children of man is fully set to
do evil.”

This is the exact context in which David
expresses himself in the third stanza:

Unsettling Warnings

“Understand, O dullest of the people! Fools,
when will you be wise?” (v. 8). The Bible is
very direct here and not at all “politically cor-
rect.” David is saying that godless people are
irrational and stupid. Animals who act instinc-
tively are referred to as lacking understanding
(cf. Ps 49:20). What a scathing judgment
against modern man, who has traded wisdom
for knowledge!
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“He who planted the ear, does he
not hear? He who formed the
eye, does he not see?” (v. 9).
What an ingenious God,
who causes spoken words
to enter our inner ear as
sound waves, be converted
into nerve impulses, and
finally, transported to the
brain! What a brilliant God
who created the eye, which uses

a highly complex process to trans-

form electromagnetic waves emanating
from objects, allowing us to perceive color,
light, and shape! “Does he not hear and see?”

He doesn’t just preside over the smallest
nerve cells, but also controls the great events
of this world: “He who disciplines the nations,
does he not rebuke? He who teaches man
knowledge” (v. 10).

God installs and deposes kings. He is the
Lord of history. He has a plan—a plan of sal-
vation—for this world. “Does he not rebuke?”
Where are the godless Roman emperors, who
were once so feared by Jews and Christians?
Today, we name dogs Caesar and Nero!

“The LORD knows the thoughts of man, that
they are but a breath” (v. 11).

What a frightening statement: God isn’t deaf,
blind, and ignorant, but sees everything we
see, hears everything we hear, and registers
everything we say and do. Even the heart’s
deepest thoughts are known to Him: all our
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While adversity serves as judgment for the nations, it is a blessing for children of God.

machinations, inventions, and plans. God
remembers them, and one day every human
being will have to answer for them before the
just Judge. These are unsettling warnings!

But in the fourth stanza of his psalm, David
addresses the one who takes this to heart,
admitting his total depravity before God and
placing his trust in Him.

Liberating Certainties

While adversity serves as judgment for the
nations, it is a blessing for children of God.
With a special Beatitude for godly people in
need, the psalm’s focus now shifts to words of
hope, faith, and trust.

“Blessed is the man whom you discipline, O
LORD, and whom you teach out of your law,
to give him rest from days of trouble, until a
pit is dug for the wicked” (vv. 12-13).

Warren Wiersbe notes, “If God immediately
rescued His people from their personal diffi-
culties, they would become ‘spoiled brats’ and
never grow in faith or character” (Commentary
on the Old Testament).

The New Testament devotes almost an entire
chapter to this concept. Hebrews 12 clearly
shows that chastisement is never a punish-
ment, but an expression of the Father’s special
love for His children. This psalm shows us a
truth that’s difficult to understand: sometimes
God even uses ungodly people to accomplish
His purpose.

Here is where we get the answer to, “How
much longer, Lord?” Namely, until the pit is
dug for the wicked. A reckoning is coming, the
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ultimate day of disaster. None of the people of
Israel should be ignorant of this, nor should
anyone in the whole world: judgment is
absolutely certain without repentance and the
forgiveness of sins.

God’s unconditional loyalty to Israel, how-
ever, is equally certain. “For the LORD will not
forsake his people; he will not abandon his her-
itage” (v. 14). John MacArthur writes in his
Study Bible that “this important truth serves
as a doctrinal basis for Psalms 93—100 and
was intended to encourage the nation during
difficult times.”

The Hebrew proper name Yahweh (or its
short form Yah) is used 11 times in Psalm 94,
and is rendered in our translations as “LORD.”
This name emphasizes His inscrutable,
unchanging, eternal self-existence. He is “I AM
WHO 1 AM” (Ex 3:14). Furthermore, this name
emphasizes His faithfulness as the covenant
God of Israel. The name’s strikingly frequent
appearance in our psalm seems to point out
one fact in particular: “Behold, my covenant is
with you” (Gen 17:4a). Yes, “the LORD will
not forsake his people; he will not abandon his
heritage.”

This verse is also the basis for Paul’s glorious
statement in Romans 11:1a: “I ask, then, has
God rejected his people? By no means!” This
last phrase is “the strongest Gr. idiom for repu-
diating a statement, and it contains a sense of
outrage that anyone would ever think the state-
ment was true” (John MacArthur Study Bible).

How reassuring this is when we look at the
Middle East today. And what comfort to the
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believing remnant in the
time of tribulation, when
Israel is in its deepest dis-
tress. And what security for
the children of God as
well, to know that just

1
e as Israel’s future is cer-
tain, nothing and no
one can “separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:39).
Jesus’ return will be the ultimate deliverance
from all problems. This is what the last verse of
our stanza speaks of: “for justice will return to
the righteous, and all the upright in heart will
follow it” (v. 15).

This verse means that under God’s jurisdiction,
justice will once again reign. When the Lord
comes, He will again judge righteously, and the
upright will rejoice. But this verse may also con-
tain the suggestion that Jesus isn’t coming alone,
but with His glorified Church as described in
Jude 14-15: “It was also about these that Enoch,
the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying,
‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of
his holy ones, to execute judgment on all and to
convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of
ungodliness that they have committed in such
an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that
ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”

Interestingly, these two verses from Jude are
in the same order as in Psalm 94: “judge of the

earth” (v. 2), “wicked” (v. 3), “arrogant words”
(v. 4).
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| “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count
¢ slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should
perish, but that all should reach repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

At this point, some may be thinking, “The
future sure looks great, but what about today?
Who’s going to help me here and now?” The fifth
stanza addresses these questions.

Refreshing Consolations

“Who rises up for me against the wicked? Who
stands up for me against evildoers?” (v. 16). Yes,
who is helping me personally? “If the LORD
had not been my help, my soul would soon have
lived in the land of silence” (v. 17).

Here David is relating life-threatening situa-
tions that he personally experienced, and which
would have ended disastrously had the Lord not
intervened. But God never comes later than
right on time! In addition to his physical needs,
David was suffering from mental hardships,
which were also allayed by God’s powerful inter-
vention: “When I thought, ‘My foot slips,” your
steadfast love, O LORD, held me up” (v. 18).
Can Christians experience fear? Yes, of course!
But David shows us how to deal with it: “When
the cares of my heart are many, your consola-
tions cheer my soul” (v. 19).

There are very few times in which we receive
an answer to the question of why God doesn’t
intervene. But what we do get is consolation
and certainty that we are not alone! “Blessed be
God, we are not left to that condition yet, for
the Almighty Lord is still the helper of all those
who look to him” (Charles Spurgeon, The Trea-
sury of David). That's why Hebrews 4:16 still
applies to us today: “Let us then with confidence
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Jesus’ return will be the ultimate deliverance from all problems.

draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of
need.”

The peace of heart that we receive won't
change the ongoing oppressive emergency.
Therefore, in the sixth and final stanza, the
psalmist returns to the opening theme and pro-
claims to the ungodly:

Menacing Vengeance
“Can wicked rulers be allied with you, those
who frame injustice by statute?” (v. 20).

This verse addresses rulers who pervert the
law, using legal means to codify injustice. We
see this portrayed today where murder of the
unborn is protected by law. The legal framework
is eventually perverted in such a way that the
just can be condemned. This is exactly what the
Antichrist will do.

Who endured the ultimate judicial injustice?
The next verse speaks prophetically of Jesus:
“They band together against the life of the right-
eous and condemn the innocent to death” (v.
21).

Jesus, the only truly righteous One, must have
suffered so greatly under the injustice of the
time. That’s why no one is more understanding
of the unjustly condemned than Jesus. For that
reason, He is the greatest Comforter and Pro-
tector through injustice. The next verse speaks
to this: “But the LORD has become my strong-
hold, and my God the rock of my refuge” (v. 22).

When you're hidden in Jesus, don't let anyone
tell you that you're shirking your responsibility.
By no means! With Jesus, your heart finds
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peace and security to act responsibly in the bat-
tle, as well as the ability to withstand the
enemy.

And finally, the last verse gives certainty
that God has heard your cry. God will also
hear the cry of Israel’s believing remnant: “He
will bring back on them their iniquity and
wipe them out for their wickedness; the
LORD our God will wipe them out” (v. 23).
This is the ultimate fate of all nations who
turn against Israel. For in doing so, they are
touching the apple of God’s eye (cf. Zech 2:8).
They are directly opposing Israel’s Anointed
One.

How much longer, Lord? How long will the
righteous be oppressed and persecuted? Why
isn’t the Lord intervening? Because it is still a
time of grace! Peter explains it this way: “The
Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all
should reach repentance. But the day of the
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heav-
ens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and
the earth and the works that are done on it will
be exposed” (2 Pet 3:9-10).

And so, we pray along with David in Psalm
25:22: “Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his
troubles.”

The solution will be the return of Jesus. Let’s
make use of the time we're given, because who
knows how soon the Lord will come.
Maranatha!

(MR0222/1294)
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Consumer Spending
Unexpectedly Strong

Something unexpected is going
on in the U.S. economy.

Q Inflation remains high, yet many

Americans went on a spending
spree, eating out at restaurants and
shopping for cars.

In ordinary times, that additional
spending would be welcome news to
an economy that’s heavily dependent
on consumer dollars.

Just when it seemed that consumers
were running out of gas, shoppers ap-
pear to be getting a second wind.

Personal spending rose 1.8% in Jan-
uary, according to the Commerce De-
partment, as consumers splurged on
both goods as well as services like go-
ing out for meals or the movies.

Jonathan Silver, who tracks credit
card use by about 100 million people
nationwide, says that additional in-
come will help to support consumer
spending in the months to come.

“We estimate households to still
have about ten months of spending
power if they continue to deplete ex-
cess savings at the pace they have
over the past six months,” Wells Fargo
economists wrote in a research note.

People who put off traveling during
the worst of the pandemic are making
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People walk along 5th Avenue in Manhat-
tan, which is one of the nation's premier
shopping streets. Consumer spending was
unexpectedly strong.That's good for the
economy - but not so good for inflation
prospects.

Spencer Platt/Getty Images

up for lost time. Vacation visits to Las
Vegas jumped more than 20% last
year.

The Fed has been trying to get shop-
pers to slow their spending by raising
interest rates, in an effort to curb infla-
tion.

Economist lan Shepherdson thinks
the Fed’s efforts are working. He be-
lieves the surprisingly strong spending
was a fluke, resulting from unusually
warm weather.

-www.npr.org, 25 February 2023

Commentary: There are multiple rea-
sons presented by experts in the
field of economics and finance, but
one is very simple: the pandemic
discouraged economic activity, thus

money accumulated. Moreover, gov-
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ernment support of businesses and
individuals placed additional money
at their disposal.

The other side of the story, ac-
that
church membership has dropped
from 70% in 2000 to 47% in 2020.
For millennials, “no church affilia-
tion” was listed at 22% in the 2008-
2010 report, climbing to 31% in
2018-2020 report.

This shows that consumerism is

cording to Gallup.com, is

attracting an increasing number of
people.

Here we are reminded of the spiri-
tual aspect. Revelation 3:17 declares:
“because thou sayest, I am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need
of nothing; and knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked.” Mer-
chandise has become king, which is
a sign of prosperity. Yet we know
the end from the prophetic Word, as
we can read in Revelation 18:15:
“The merchants of these things,
which were made rich by her, shall
stand afar off for the
fear of her torment,
weeping and wail-
ing.” 7951
(See Exposing Mystery Babylon

Part 2,1tem #1080, $4.50.)
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Migrant Horror Story

Migrants reportedly from Iran,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and Syria—
countries ravaged recently by
poverty, natural disasters, con-
flicts and civil unrest—were
crammed aboard the 66-foot-long
wooden boat that originated from
Turkey and crashed into a rocky
shore of eastern Calabria, accord-
ing to the Italian Coast Guard.

Q At least 120 migrants were

aboard the vessel, according to

the coast guard. Citing rescue workers,

Agence France-Presse put the number
at more than 200.

Vincenzo Luciano, a resident of the
area, told ABC News he was among the
first witnesses to arrive at the beach
near Steccato di Cutro after the boat
wrecked.

“We arrived and saw this disaster.
The more the sun rose, the more dead
bodies we could see,” Luciano said. ‘I
was just trying to get as many people
as possible out of the water but they
were all dead. | feel destroyed. It will be
awhile before I'm ready to head back
out to sea.”

Italy is one of the main landing points
for migrants being smuggled across the
central Mediterranean, mostly from
North Africa and in recent years from
Turkey. At least 20,333 migrants have
been killed or have gone missing since
2014 while attempting the crossing, ac-
cording to the International Organization
for Migration’s Missing Migrants Project.

-abcnews.go.com, 27 February 2023

Some migrants who were saved from the
shipwreck that occurred on Feb. 26,2023,
were rescued and helped and warmed
by blankets in Steccato di Cutro, near
Crotone, in Calabria, southern Italy.
Antonino D'Urso/KONTROLAB/LightRocket
via Getty

to World

MigrationReport.iom.int, Europe and

Commentary: According

Asia are the preferred destinations for
immigrants. During the period of the
1990s to the 2020s, Europe reported
50 million immigrants at the begin-
ning, up to 86.7 million immigrants in
the 2020s. Asia: 50 million in the
1990s, 85.6 million in the 2020s.

In this tragedy, human trafficking
organizations were involved, which
collect large amounts of money with
the promise of guaranteed fare to Eu-
rope. More than 20,000 have been
killed on the way to their destination
since 2014, as the article states. The
tragedy is heartbreaking. These immi-
grants from countries ravaged by
poverty, natural disasters, or civil war
were hoping for a new life but found
death.

For decades, the EU has attempted
through various ways and means, to
stop or at least reduce the flow of im-
migrants to the continent, but appar-

ently little has changed. One of the
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STECCATO DI CUTROD

Migrant Boat Crash Reuters

main reasons for no change is politics
and the degree of disunity among the
nations. The issue is: how many im-
migrants is each country prepared to
accept? According to Statista.com,
figures for 2021 reveal immigrant ar-
rivals as follows: Russia, 320,615;
Germany, 312,737; Spain, 275,022;
UK, 202,027; Sweden, 80,097.

One thing becomes clear: there is
no end in sight to the increasing
movement of people from one coun-
try to another, thus resulting in a more
globalist society.

The Bible indicates that world
unity will be established, but in the
wrong direction; namely, under the
dominion of the god of this world.
Nevertheless, in all the tragedy and
chaos, the Church—consisting of
born-again believers—continues to

- grow and will ar-
PRC WHEL)
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rive at its destina-
tion: the fullness of
the Gentiles.

7952

Ly

(See Prophecy for the Gentiles,

Item #1082, $12.50.)

APRIL 2023 29



WORLD

Doomsday Clock 90
Seconds to Midnight

With Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
and the specter of nuclear
weapon use, Earth crept its clos-
est to Armageddon, a science-
oriented advocacy group said,
moving its famous “Doomsday
Clock” up to just 90 seconds
before midnight.

“We are really closer to that

doomsday,” former Mongolian
president Elbegdorj Tsakhia said at the
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists annual an-
nouncement rating how close humanity
is from doing itself in. He and former Ire-
land President Mary Robinson joined
scientists to underscore what they con-
sider a gathering of several existential
threats, with Russian leader Vladimir
Putin’s actions and words chief among
them.

Scientists and activists at the Bulletin
announcement also mentioned nuclear
weapon proliferation in China, Iran in-
creasing its uranium enrichment, missile
tests in North Korea, future pandemics
from animal diseases, pathogens from
lab mistakes, “disruptive technologies”
and worsening climate change as other
existential threats to humanity.

-www.yahoo.com, 24 January 2023

Commentary: For over a century, we
have heard doomsday predictions
from respected leaders and scien-
tists—and unfortunately, also from the

Christian camp. Thus, it behooves us
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The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists an-
nounced that it has moved the minute
hand of the Doomsday Clock to 90 sec-
onds to midnight.

(AP Photo/Patrick Semansky)

to answer the question: what is Ar-
mageddon? Based on Revelation 16:16,
it is a place in the land of Israel. Britan-
ica.com defines Armageddon: “(proba-
bly Hebrew: ‘Hill of Megiddo’),” and
adds: “In the New Testament, the
place where the kings of the earth un-
der demonic leadership will wage war
on the forces of God at the end of his-
tory.”

When reading verses 13 and 14, we
notice this is a demonic event. They
are “spirits of devils.” They are in
contact with “the kings of the earth
and of the whole world.” Who are
they? Diabolical entities, not humans.
How do we know? From Daniel’s
fourth night vision, we learn that after
a three week delay, Daniel gets the
answer from an angelic identity. The
reason for the delay? “But the prince
of the kingdom of Persia withstood
me one and twenty days: but, lo,
Michael, one of the chief princes,
came to help me; and I remained there
with the kings of Persia” (Daniel
10:13). This does not speak of literal,
physical kings of Persia, but of diabol-
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ical entities that are in charge of all na-
tions.

In the Revelation 16 event, we
learn the aim of these diabolical enti-
ties: “to gather them to the battle of
that great day of God Almighty”
(verse 14b). In Revelation 17:14a, it
states: “These shall make war with the
Lamb.” No military force with its mis-
siles, planes, tanks, or other equip-
ment can oppose the Lamb of God.
We have to be very blunt and ask the
question: Can America—home to the
world’s largest military force—de-
clare war against the Lamb? The an-
swer is NO. Thus, Armageddon is not
a physical military conflict.

We realize general interpretation
identifies Armageddon as an end-time
war. That, however, is not precisely
what the Bible says. Rather, it is the
direct confrontation between the dia-
bolical world and the Lamb of God.

Armageddon, therefore, cannot
occur unless and until the light and
the salt has been removed from
planet earth. Only then will total
The

forces will make their fatal mistake

darkness prevail. diabolical
by believing in their ability to destroy
the Lamb of God. How will it end?
“And then shall that Wicked be re-
vealed, whom the Lord shall con-
sume with the spirit of his mouth, and
shall destroy with the brightness of
his coming” (2 Thess 2:8).

7933

(See Revealing Revelation, Iltem #2394,$17.99.)



Al System Searches for
Alien Life

Some 540 million years ago,
diverse life forms suddenly began
to emerge from the muddy ocean
floors of planet Earth. This period
is known as the Cambrian Explo-
sion, and these aquatic critters
are our ancient ancestors.

We may now be in the midst of a
Cambrian Explosion for artificial

intelligence (Al). In the past few years, a
burst of incredibly capable Al programs
like Midjourney, DALL-E 2 and ChatGPT
have showcased the rapid progress
we’ve made in machine learning.

Al-based systems are being increas-
ingly used to classify signals found in
massive amounts of radio data, helping
speed-up the search for alien life.

Al algorithms do not “understand” or
“think.” They do excel at pattern recogni-
tion, and have proven exceedingly useful
for tasks such as classification—but
they don’t have the ability to problem
solve. They only do the specific tasks
they were trained to do.

So although the idea of an Al detecting
extraterrestrial intelligence sounds like
the plot of an exciting science fiction
novel, both terms are flawed: Al pro-
grams are not intelligent, and searches
for extraterrestrial intelligence can’t find
direct evidence of intelligence.

Instead, radio astronomers look for
radio “technosignatures.” These hy-
pothesized signals would indicate the
presence of technology and, by proxy,

Midjourney Danny C Price, author provided

o o B

the existence of a society with the ca-
pability to harness technology for com-
munication.

For our research, we created an algo-
rithm that uses Al methods to classify
signals as being either radio interfer-
ence, or a genuine technosignature
candidate. And our algorithm is per-
forming better than we’d hoped.

-studyfinds.org, 2 February 2023

Commentary: Recent aerial activity —
namely, the shooting down of so-
called UFOs by the

military —has caused much excite-

America

ment. Yet the quest for extraterres-
trial intelligence still stands at zero.
But faith is a strong power, often
superseding scientific facts. For ex-
ample, the religion of evolution is
now being taught by virtually all
the

world over; evidence presented so

major academic institutions
far is again, zero.

What does the Bible say? Very
fittingly, Paul writes: “For the in-
visible things of him from the cre-
ation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that

are made, even his eternal power
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and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse” (Romans 1:20).
David testifies: “The heavens de-
clare the glory of God; and the fir-
mament showeth his handywork”
(Psalm 19:1). The apostle Paul doc-
uments things that are “not seen”:
“While we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen: for the things
which are seen are temporal; but the
things which are not
seen are eternal” (2
Corinthians 4:18).
7945
(See Alien Intrusion, Item #2205,

$14.99.)

Bl cHinA
Leading Growth Despite

Covid-19

Globally, there have been over 641
million confirmed cases of
COVID-19, including 6.62 million
deaths, reported to the World
Health Organization, while the
incidence rate and the death toll
of COVID-19 in China have been
the lowest among major coun-
tries.

Q Its GDP crossed the 100-trillion-
yuan (about $14.37 ftrillion)
threshold in 2020 and further expanded
to over 114 trillion yuan in 2021, con-
tributing over 30 percent to world eco-
nomic growth.
The past three years were unusual
and extraordinary for China as it has

withstood multiple tests. However,
(continued next page)
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Growth Despite Covid-19
(contined from page 31)

China has historically eradicated ab-
solute poverty, significantly expanded
the size of the middle-income group,
completed the building of a moderately
prosperous society in all respects, and
embarked on a new journey of building
a modern socialist country in all re-
spects.

As the world’s manufacturing power-
house, China boasts the world’'s
biggest and most complete industrial
system, making it a key contributor to
global industrial chains.

In 2020, China’s export of medical
supplies maintained steady and orderly
growth, offering stronger support to
the global society in fighting the
COVID-19 epidemic. Meanwhile, Chi-
nese manufacturing’s added value ac-
counted for 28.5 percent of the global
total.

[...] China’s determination to open
up further to the outside world remains
unwavering, providing enormous op-
portunities for the rest of the world.

In the first 11 months of [2022],
China’s trade in goods expanded 8.6
percent year on year to 38.34 ftrillion
yuan, according to the General Admin-
istration of Customs.

The country has also continued
widening market access and shorten-
ing the negative list for foreign invest-
ment. It has put into force the Foreign
Investment Law, which took effect on
the first day of 2020, to protect foreign
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Aerial photo shows the morning view of the Lujiazui area in

Pudong;, East China's Shanghai. [Photo/Xinhua]

investors’ legitimate rights and inter-
ests.

International Monetary Fund Manag-
ing Director Kristalina Georgieva said
that they had forecast 3.2 percent
growth in China’s economy in 2022,
improving to 4.4 percent in 2023.

-www.chinadaily.com.cn, 11 December 2022

Commentary: When reading Western-
based media, the reports and analysis
about China are mostly negative.
Why? Because it’s a communist-gov-
erned nation and a rapidly growing
competitor to the capitalist West.

For the past seven plus decades,
Soviet communism was the challenge
to the Western, democratic world.
Then the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR) imploded in 1991.
China did not but instead, virtually
exploded economically. When we ask
why, the answer is relatively simple:
China observed both the errors of
Western capitalism and the fall of So-
viet communism. The lesson was

simple: learn from others and adapt

Visit midnightcall.com

to change. Based on
various other sources,
China has
the

definitely
become leading
growth engine of the
world economy. It is no
longer a question of “if”
but “when” China will
overtake the US as the
world’s largest econ-
omy.

What is the good news about com-
munist China? According to CFR.org,
7.4% of the population practices the
Christian religion (2020), surpassing
atheists (6.8%). While no 100% reli-
able statistics are available, evidence
from a number of organizations
shows the growth of Christianity in
this communist nation. That is our
concern as Christians: borders, lan-
guage, or political conviction cannot
hinder in any way, shape, or form the
promise Jesus made while in Israel: I
will build my church.”

7914

(See The Sure Foundation of the Church, Item #1066,

$18.50.)
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== BOLIVIA

Piles of Documents and an Unreachable Lawyer

BY OBED HANISCH, RIBERALTA

Midnight Call needs to update its articles of incorporation and sign a
new school contract to continue operating in Bolivia. This comes with

some challenges.

had to spend a lot of time with lawyers
Iand piles of documents to deal with the

ministry’s articles of incorporation and
renewing the school contract. Every associa-
tion and institution in Bolivia must be
brought into compliance with the law by a
certain date to be permitted to continue. As a
result, I had to travel to Cochabamba multiple
times.

We'd appreciate your prayers for this process,
as well as for the school contract. It all comes
down to this: the school on our premises is run
by the state, which is why we need to have an
official contract with the Ministry of Education.
It regulates a number of things, including the
agreement that we provide the religion teachers,
and priority in boarding school registrations.
Since our current contract hasn’t been adapted
to the new laws, it must be renewed. We’ve
already been able to meet with the relevant
authorities and express our wish to do so. Now
we'll need to submit an application for contract
renewal which, like most everything here in
Bolivia, must be prepared by a lawyer. We're
praying that we’ll find favor as a mission in the
eyes of the authorities. Only the Lord can grant
that.

= 1-800-845-2420

Working on lessons at school

Call Disconnected After 30 Seconds!

We were finally able to reach our busy lawyer
in the city, but it turned out that I didn’t have
enough minutes left on my cell phone and the
call was disconnected! We’d been working on
revising our association’s articles of incorpora-
tion for a long time, and we’d slowly but surely
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reached the last stage before submitting the papers
to the office in La Paz. We needed to finish this
work as soon as possible to be able to continue
the mission’s work. But the lawyer wasn’t doing
anything. Days passed, and then weeks ... Calling
and texting didn’t seem to work. That's when we
thought of trying the lawyer’s number from my
wife’s cell phone, but her minutes ran out!

Two days later, I spontaneously booked a flight
to pay the lawyer a visit in person. My return flight

office with no success, and used the time to criss-
cross the city checking items off my shopping list
(spare parts, building supplies, etc.). At 9:15 am
on Tuesday, the day of departure, I was finally sit-
ting at the computer with her and we were able
to finish the first draft by 10:30. Then I had to
hurry to the street, grab a taxi back to the hotel,
pack my suitcase, and rush back to the waiting
taxi—to check in at the airport just in time! At
11:35 am, I was on the plane back to Riberalta.

was the following day. On Monday, I visited her =~ The Lord Jesus has helped so much! (MR1122)

“Miss, where would you
rather live? With your
father or your sister?”
By Maria, volunteer

na (name changed) asked this question
Aout of the blue while I was combing her

hair. After asking her a lot of questions,

I found out that this 10-year-old’s family had asked
her exactly this question. Ana’s mother had died from Covid [in 2021]. Her new
stepmother, who is very young herself, now has a new baby of her own.

Ana’s father works a lot, so she spends most of her time with her stepmother and
the baby. Her father also drinks a lot on weekends, so he’s often angry. Her 22-year-
old sister lives with her grandfather and cares for a cousin’s children during the day,
so she doesn't really want Ana with her. With such a large burden weighing on her,
Ana can hardly concentrate at school and is genuinely afraid of the Fridays she can
go home: she is often picked up very late or not at all.

I've asked myself how she is supposed to understand or trust God’s love, when
she experiences so little love and feels so unwanted. My prayer is that not only Ana,
but also all the other girls, despite their broken families, will know the love of God
and receive the Lord Jesus into their hearts, and that His love will overflow in them.

Visit midnightcall.com
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“Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not
thine heart be glad when he stumbleth”

MIDNIGHT cALL  (Proverbs 24:17).

BY ARNO FROESE

t the end of January, the news media

reported that an Arab Palestinian terrorist

had shot and killed seven Jews leaving
their synagogue. The tragedy was one of the worst
in recent years, dating back to 2008. It was evening
when the terrorist waited in his car until Jews
would exit their synagogue after prayer. None of
the known Palestinian militant groups claimed
responsibility. But as expected, the Palestinian
Authority blamed Israel for their “dangerous esca-
lations,” pointing to the raid by Israeli Defense
Forces in the city of Jenin, which resulted in 10
people killed.

The distinct difference must be mentioned: the
Israeli Defense Forces were in search of known,
documented terrorists planning attacks in Israel.
Yet Arab-Palestinian terrorists, whether from
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, or Gaza, have one thing
in mind: kill Jews.

Doubtless, virtually all of the perpetrators are the
exception and not the rule. Arabs who reside in
Israel enjoy a significantly higher standard of living
than in neighboring Arab countries such as
Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, and Egypt.

Arecentstory by Israel Today highlights an Arab
paramedic who rushed to save the lives of Jews.

The story of Fadi Dekidek, an Arab paramedic from a

Palestinian neighborhood in conflict-ridden eastern

Jerusalem who rushed to save lives in the two recent

terror attacks in Jerusalem, proves that tragedies can

bring us up to a better place.
“I'm a professional who is entrusted with saving

lives,” he told Ynet.”l ignore all the background noise.

Saving people is all that m

While Dekidek was working to save Jewish lives, he
heard shouts condemning Arabs and calling for “Death
to Arabs.”

“I can hear it,” Dekidek says of all the “noise,"but | ig-
nore it and do my job. 'm a professional who is en-
trusted with taking care of the wounded.The only thing
that matters is saving lives.”

-wwuwi.israeltoday.co.il, 31 January 2023

Another source, the Times of Israel, headlines their
article, “Settler to be charged with hate crime for
torching Palestinian car.”
While ... soldiers were trying to locate the Palestini-
ans, an Israeli man from the settlement of Ma'ale
Efraim arrived in the Palestinian town and set fire to a
vehicle, the Shin Bet charged.

“This is an act that harms the military force's ability
to carry out its mission and may even endanger it,”
the agency said.

The Shin Bet said the 22-year-old was previously
known to security forces,and an indictment charging
him with a racially motivated hate crime would be
filed in the coming days.

Incidents of vandalism against Palestinians and Is-
raeli security forces are commonly referred to as
“price tag” attacks, with perpetrators claiming they
are retaliation for Palestinian violence or government
policies seen as hostile to the settler movement.

In other violence, Palestinians said settlers at-
tacked cars and property in a number of locations
across the West Bank, including in Huwara, where
they reportedly smashed shop windows. Local Pales-
tinians reportedly hurled stones at the settlers to

drive them off.

g
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The vandalism came in the wake of several Palestin- to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far coun-
ian terror attacks that killed seven Israelis and seriously try.”
injured five others. While we realize that this conflict will go on for

-www.timesofisrael.com, 31 January 2023 some time, we know from the Word of God that

one day there will be peace—not based on political

Obviously, both sides attempt to practice “eye for negotiations, but because the Prince of Peace has

an eye, tooth for a tooth.” But that, as we all know, arrived. It is the time when the prophetic Word

does not solve the conflict; rather, accelerates it. ~ will be fulfilled: “And he shall judge among the

In view of these horrible actions, the introduc- nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they

tory Scripture serves as fresh, cool water to a shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their

thirsty soul: “Rejoice not when thine enemy fal-  spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up

leth, and let not thine heart be glad when he sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
stumbleth.” Proverbs 25:25 adds: “As cold waters any more” (Isaiah 2:4). &
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EBENEZER HOME

1l

A Great Messianic Awakening in Israel

“In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD’S passover” (Lev 23:5).

By David Phillips CEO (Chief Executive Officer)

ccording to some calculations, it could be
around 3500 years ago when the command-
ment to celebrate Passover was first given.

Passover is the first of three feasts which the chil-
dren of Israel would travel up to the temple to cel-
ebrate, as mentioned in the verse above. Thousands
of Israelites would flock to Jerusalem to celebrate
the Passover sacrifice at the temple. In those days,
Judea was under Roman rulership. Don't forget that
the Romans were pagan worshipers, and many of
the Jews hated these conquerors.

We can see a great Messianic awakening around
the time when Yeshua went up to Jerusalem to cel-
ebrate His last Passover with His disciples (known
as the Last Supper). This is the memorial which
many believers celebrate as communion.

Under this Roman period, the Jews waited to see
a Messiah (an Anointed One by God) come to rule
as their King and Savior, One who would rescue
them from the foreign forces.

Days before the feasts, the multitudes welcomed
Yeshua; yet only a few days afterwards, they sen-
tenced Him to die on the cross! We struggle to
believe that people can change their minds so dras-

tically within such a short time, yet we know this
happened.

Once again within Israel, we are seeing a dramatic
awakening for the Messiah to come. Many Israelis
are thoughtful and express their heart’s desire con-
cerning this. Yes, our country is in a mess ... very
similar to the time surrounding Yeshua’s death.

The Ebenezer Home will celebrate Passover with
great joy, because we know that the Messiah Yeshua
IS our Savior. For us, it’s a real memorial celebration
to know that He has saved us from our sin and given
us eternal life. This gives our entire team and all of
our residents great hope and joy!

Join us in the Spirit and in prayer as we all cele-
brate Passover: remembering the exodus from Egypt,
which for us is the redemption from slavery and
bondage to sin. And as we celebrate, join us in keep-
ing our fellow citizens in prayer, that they will come
to know their Messiah Yeshua. May God put in their
hearts the same awakening that occurred at the time
of Yeshuas first coming.

Your donations for this month will help us main-
tain our building, to give our elderly brothers and
sisters a place to call home.
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Jesus CAN COME!

PN

By Peter Malgo

38
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“Mommy, I had no idea how exciting it is to believe in the Lord Je-
sus.” That’s how Luca, one of my grandchildren, expressed himself.
He had read a children’s book that explained current events from a
Biblical perspective—above all, what awaits us Christians in this end
time: the Rapture and the return of Jesus.

n connection with this, the neces-
Isity of following Jesus was

pointed out. Luca is so caught up
in the reality of the Rapture and lives
in such imminent expectation, that
many an adult could adopt some of
this same attitude. Also, Luca is not
afraid to speak openly about this to
his friends. One time, he was riding
home on his bicycle with one of his
classmates and suddenly said: “Hey
Daniel, if I ride ahead of you on my
bike and just suddenly disappear,
with my bike going on without me,
then the Lord Jesus has taken me to
heaven and the Rapture has hap-
pened.” His friend replied: “You're
crazy; thats like saying your bike hel-
met will fly away.” Luca answered:
“No, my bike helmet, my clothes and
schoolbag will just be lying on the
ground.” At home, Luca was beaming
as he said: “Yes Daddy, I am ready:
Jesus can come!” And in the evening,

he prayed: “Lord Jesus, I would love
to go to heaven as a child ... Let me
be a good missionary for you, so that
my school friends will also be saved.”

How different we adults often
behave! We may anticipate a special
event ... maybe a wedding, the birth
of a first child, or the move into a new
home. Honestly, would we want to be
taken up to heaven before those
events take place? Isn’t it truly more
likely that our secret desire goes this
way: “Lord, let me experience this or
that before you take me to you in
heaven.” Children can immerse
themselves in the world of their play,
forgetting everything in their sur-
roundings and assigning imaginary
reality to their toys and games. The
same is true with their child-like
belief in Jesus Christ. Once a child is
caught up in it, life with Jesus
becomes so real that everything else
loses importance. The child begins to

Visit midnightcall.com



view things from one perspective: he
imagines what will happen when the
Rapture occurs, and he longs to expe-
rience this soon. Yes, life with Jesus
is exciting. Is that the way you feel?
Have you ever given thought to
what takes place when the Rapture
occurs? Just imagine the following
scenario: you are a pilot flying an air-
plane. You are speaking to the co-pilot
next to you and tell him: “It could
happen that my seat will suddenly be
empty. Would you then take over fly-
ing this plane, for I will have been
raptured.” Or you are in physical ther-
apy as a patient and are lifting
weights. You tell the therapist: “It
could be that this weight will sud-
denly fall to the floor—hopefully not

on your toes. That would mean I have
been raptured.” There are many other
examples we could think of. Children
live in this world and tolerate it when
the other one says: “You are crazy!”
What about us? Our Lord Jesus said
in Matthew 18:3: “...Except ye be
converted, and become as little chil-
dren, ye shall not enter into the king-
dom of heaven.” In addition, He gives
us two impressive examples: “Then
shall two be in the field; the one shall
be taken, and the other left. Two
women shall be grinding at the mill;
the one shall be taken, and the other
left” (Matthew 24:40-41).

May the Lord give us the grace to
return to a child-like faith, so that we can
say: “l am ready: Jesus can come!” 9

This book contains some of
Dr. Wim Malgo's most heart-
stirring messages.

In this compilation, he explains that the Lord is willing, even in our
days, to pour out a spirit of prayer upon His believing children. Revival
will take place in our lives, families, churches, and the world when we
pray honestly and with complete dedication. Chapters include:

* The Divine Conditions for Revival ® Pathway to Revival ¢ How Does
Revival Begin? ® What Is Our Calling? ® How to Prepare for Victorious
Prayer ® Resistance Against Prayer ® The Importance of Giving Thanks
¢ And Much More

'3 PRAYER AND REVIVAL ITEM #1002 + 224 pgs. * Paperback

NALGa 510799 Clearance $4 Author: Dr.Wim Malgo
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Address letters for publication to: Letters to the Editor, Midnight Call, PO Box 84309, Lexington, SC 29073.Include
full name, address, and daytime phone number or email. Without name and address, letters will be discarded
unread. All material is subject to editing. Midnight Call assumes all publishing rights on letters sent to the Editor.
Note: All letters will be answered by the Executive Editor, Arno Froese.

(GLOBALISM...
DIGITAL MONEY...
CRUCIFIXION DAY
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Globalism
Editor:

Your reference to “global conspir-
acy” and Christians is logically in-
consistent. Globalism is no longer
“shadowy” and thus not a conspir-
acy. Bringing all governance under
world authority is openly advocated.
Saying it doesn’t matter because
we're already in bondage doesn’t
make sense. Why not say globalism
is being used by some to enforce
greater bondage?

As you quoted, Dr. Scofield
warned Christians from ceding too
much to political affiliation. How-
ever, there is still a place for Chris-
tians to voice their Biblically-based
views in the public square. All forms
of bondage are not the same. Just ask
the Chinese and Middle Eastern
Christian leaders seeking freedom
for the Gospel.

-M. Carlson, FL

Answer: In simple terms, globalism is a nat-
ural development due to modern industrial-
ization—and, | must add, for the well-being
of humanity. However, the real goal is that
eventually, the world will be led into the final
bondage.

We cannot deny that the spirit of global-
ism is a liberating philosophy; for example,
“All men are created equal.” Equality is the
key word in these end times. The United
States is one of the first globalist societies,
consisting of people from virtually all Euro-
pean countries, Asia, and Africa, with a rem-
nant of the original inhabitants (Native
Americans).

You are right: Christians should voice bibli-
cally based views in the public square—
preaching the liberating Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Paul actually used a dumb idol
(“to the unknown god”) to proclaim the
Gospel in the public square.

Incidentally, the spirit of globalism influ-
ences politicians and business executives to
work toward world peace, prosperity and se-

Visit midnightcall.com



curity; for example, advocating for Muslims
persecuted by China. Progress is being made
when it comes to Christians in Islamic coun-
tries. Curricula are undergoing changes in
many Islamic nations, teaching children toler-
ance toward minorities and other religions.

Digital Money
Dear Brother Froese,

I was surfing the internet and
came across a news item, which in
my opinion is important. Perhaps
you already know about the follow-

ing:
On March 9, 2022, President Joe
Biden signed Executive Order

#14067, titled “Ensuring Responsi-
ble Development of Digital Assets.”
With this act, James G. Rickards
has concluded that the US govern-
ment will know how every dollar is
spent by an individual.

To preserve personal wealth, Mr.
Rickards
and/or foreign currency such as

suggest buying gold
Swiss francs. Enclosed is an ad ap-
pearing in World [Christian] maga-
zine on 4/24/2021, also advocating
buying gold.

In my way of thinking, I wonder
if this movement is a step toward
future control by the Antichrist?

-A. Falch, CA

Answer: A web search on digital currency
revealed:

= 1-800-845-2420

There are three types of digital currency:
cryptocurrency, stablecoins and CBDCs.
Cryptocurrency is a form of decentral-
ized digital currency that isn’t pegged to
any fiat currency. It uses cryptography to
manage its ledger systems, and the mar-
ket determines its value. Bitcoin was the
first cryptocurrency.

-www.forbes.com, 13 October 2022

Note the words “fiat currency.” It simply
means any currency not backed by a com-
modity such as gold or silver. But without
paper money, there would be little to no
progress in the global economy; it is sim-
ply part of the end-time package.

| noticed in the World article you sent,
“Paper dollars have lost about 85% of
their purchasing power over the last 50
years.” That's only partially true. Note,
wages in 1973 averaged $7,580; for 2022,
the US Bureau of Labor Statistics lists it as
$54,132. Research will reveal that today’s
median income can purchase more and
better-quality merchandise per hour
worked than in 1973. Almost on a yearly
basis, houses, appliances, vehicles, etc. are
significantly improved from the previous
year.

Incidentally, the Great Collapse is yet to
come, according to Revelation 18. At the
time of the Apocalypse, gold and silver
won't help; banks and stores are closed.

We don't need to buy gold or silver, but as
true Christians, let us do our utmost to pro-
claim the wonderful truth of the Word of

APRIL 2023
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God: only Jesus saves, and He is coming
again!

Crucifixion Day
Dear Mr. Froese,

The problem with a Friday crucifix-
ion is John 12:1: “Then Jesus six days
before the Passover came to Bethany”
(from Jericho). If the Friday view can
be accepted, then six days earlier was
the weekly Shabbat, and on this day
such a journey was legally out of the
question for a devout Jew. Had this
been the case, Jesus would have been
breaking the law.

A little later, in John 12:12-13, John
writes: “On the next day (the day after
coming to Bethany) much people that
were come to the feast, when they
heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem, Took branches of palm
trees, and went forth to meet him, and
cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the King of
Israel that cometh in the name of the
Lord.”

Jesus, as the Passover lamb, was cru-
cified on Passover, the 14th of Nisan.
In order to complete the fulfillment of
Passover, Jesus had to make the tri-
umphal entry on the 10th of Nisan,
when the Lamb was brought in from
the fold (see Exodus 12:3). Counting
back from Thursday the 14th would
place the 10th on a Sunday.

If indeed His entry occurred on a
Sunday, then the crucifixion had to oc-

cur on a Thursday, if you believe what
John wrote is true. If we were to look
at the calendar on the 21st of Decem-
ber, we might say, “It is only 5 days
until Christmas.” According to John,
it was 5 days until Passover when Je-
sus entered Jerusalem in what we call
the Triumphal Entry. This means that
on Sunday the 10th, it would be 5
days until Passover: Sunday would be
day one, Monday the 11th day two,
Tuesday the 12th day three, Wednes-
day the 13th day four, and Thursday
the 14th day five, the day our Savior
was crucified.

-C. Grimsley, TX

Answer: Jesus died “the day before the
sabbath”—that’s Friday (Mark 15:42; see
also Luke 23:53-54). He arose on “the first
day of the week”—Sunday (Mark 16:9).
When you don't accept this, you must use
all kinds of mathematical configurations,
including calendar dates, but they don't
add up. Don't look for 72 hours; in such
case, Jesus would have had to arise at
about 3 pm. Note the Bible says, “early the
first day.”

Maybe this will help: the law is very
complex, yet James 2:10 reads:"For whoso-
ever shall keep the whole law, and yet of-
fend in one point, he is guilty of all.” In a
similar way, if Jesus arose just one second
into the 3rd day, it would have counted as
“day and night” because that day was vio-
lated. &9
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Midnight Call’s April Resource Guide
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Understanding Paul’s

Epistle to the Galatians
* Are we obliged to keep the Old Testament Who Do People

commandments—what the Bible calls the Law? Say That | Am?

¢ |f s0, does that include all of the command-

ments or just some?

e And what about religious traditions—should
we keep them, or shouldn’t we, or is that some-

thing we shouldn’t worry about?
l":l_-.' I j '.Jr
A AVL Y J,-'-JJ‘- ’
believers can do as they please?

FREEDOM IN CHRIST ITEM #2400
288 pgs. * Paperback * Author: Meno Kalisher

S10.9% Sale $8

Jesus had no other

than He Himself. He
never wrote a book,
commanded no army,
had no political office,
and no possessions.

JESUS IS DIFFERENT ITEM #9118 - Tract « 6" x 4.25"

$3 for 100 copies Author: Michael Kotsch

The answer to life’s
most important
question

Every thinking person must wonder
where they will go when they die
and where they will spend eternity.
What will be your final destiny? This
booklet will help you find out. Read
it carefully. It could change your life
and your destiny—forever.

final
destiny

FINAL DESTINY ITEM #2377
32 pgs. - Full-color Booklet

_55"95 Sale $3 Author: William MacDonald

= 1-800-845-2420

¢ Or do the Old Testament commandments as
well as the traditions oblige only Jewish believ-
ers in Jesus, i.e. Messianic Jews, while Gentile

proof of His legitimacy

e Explore the unique
paradox of Jesus’
divinity and humanity
® Be challenged by the
questions Jesus asks
each of us

e earn more about
Jesus and find the
answers to your own
life’s questions.

QUESTIONS JESUS ASKS ITEM #2392
186 pgs. * Paperback

S12.99 Sale S10

Author:Israel Wayne

Understanding
the Omnipotent
God... Who Asks
Questions of Us

QUESTIONS GOD AskS

ITEM #2281
144 pgs. * Paperback

S11.99
Sale S8

Author:Israel Wayne

What to Do
When God Does
Nothing

WAITING ON GOD
ITEM #2311
256 pgs.« Paperback

Sale S12

Author:Wayne Stiles
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What Every Kid Needs to Know About the End Times

= ENON-PROPHERS HH[[IE o
; This funny and fact-filled exploration explains to preteens what Bible prophecy is, why it is so

Fﬂﬂ PHL? ﬁﬂ' important, who the prophets were, and a whole lot more.

Bible prophecy for kids? Sounds crazy, right? Maybe not. The fulfilled and future prophecies
"'BHHE FLFL contained in Scripture are more mind-blowing than any superhero story or action-packed adventure...
because they are 100% true!

Young readers will join the Non-Prophet and his pet frog Plague on comical capers that illuminate
the basics of Bible prophecy and apologetics through fun factoids and awesome infographics.
Preteens will gain a greater appreciation for God’s Word and a deeper understanding of His exciting
plans for their lives.

God’s awesome promises are waiting for your child to discover!

THE NON-PROPHET'S GUIDE TO PROPHECY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE ITEM #2396
-H'I'Iﬂl-.-lﬂ-l 80 pgs.+ Paperback

5114199 Sale $10 Author: Todd Hampson

SN Everything you o Everything you
SCER IS need to know ALY wanted to

about .ﬁgl.lting— understand
and winning— about the Book
your spiritual of Revelation
battles explained

Discern between cultural myths

and biblical facts about the
supernatural.

THE NON-PROPHET'S GUIDE TO SPIRITUAL WARFARE  THE NON-PROPHET’S GUIDE TO THE BOOK OF
ITEM #2368 + 224 pgs. * Paperback REVELATION ITEM #2361

W Sale 514 Author: Todd Hampson 224 pgs. * Paperback » Author:Todd Hampson

316.99

| Believe Jesus Sale $12 : % HHHE*I:S]EI'[:
Will Return... ek e
What More Do A
| Need to Know? ABig-Picture DGIEM-
Overview of &
Combi i .
Bible Prophecy || ML F' HECY
earth explanations to help l
you navigate the ins and outs F:b:-_'ﬁlm”u E\N ﬂ
f Bibl hecy. f
of Bible prophecy. :FR'UH EEHEELS f “
T0 REVELATION
THE NON-PROPHET’S GUIDE TO THE END TIMES ITEM #2353 THE CHRONOLOGICAL GUIDE TO BIBLE
224 pgs.* Paperback  Author: Todd Hampson PROPHECY ITEM #2399

516‘?99 Sale $12 208 pgs. « Paperback
$18799 Sale S15

Author:Todd Hampson
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FUTURE

An Incredible
Journey into
Your Prophetic
Future

In Future Glory, prophecy expert
Dr. Ed Hindson helps you explore
the Bible’s seven unique promises
that outline what’s in store for
every Christian.

FUTURE GLORY ITEM #2382

224 pgs. * Paperback

51.6199' Sale $12 author:Ed Hindson

L "I.IE'”:ﬂE.'-

= 1-800-845-2420

PREPARING
FOR ETERNITA

Understand the |
depth of Scripture
that speaks of HELL

more than HEAVEN.

HELL IS FOR REAL ITEM #2291
171 pgs. * Paperback

S12.99 Sale S10

Author: Gary Frazier

Living Well with an
Eternal Perspective

If you’re a Christian, the good
news is God’s judgment isn’t
about determining your
salvation—it’s about rewarding
your faithfulness. Salvation cannot
be earned —it’s already yours.

HEAVENLY REWARDS ITEM #2357
192 pgs. « Paperback

S14.99 Sale S10

Author: Mark Hitchcock

APRIL 2023

10

People Make About
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MISTAKES

Sign up
weekly specid

How Catholics Can
Find Eternal Life

PREPARING FOR ETERNITY

ITEM #2268 * 240 pgs.
Paperback

S15 Sale S12

Author: Mike Gendron

What’s the Truth
About Eternity?

Straightforward, biblical answers

about heaven, hell, and the afterlife.

10 MISTAKES PEOPLE
MAKE ABOUT HEAVEN,
HELL, AND THE AFTERLIFE
ITEM #2350

208 pgs.* Paperback

Sale S10

Author: Mike Fabarez
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Ensure the next generation understands God’s greatness

Ll 1 lll()l] and authority

In Creation to Babel, today’s Christian family will find a unique commentary on Genesis
1-11 to ensure the biblical foundation is established in their children’s hearts.
* Provides answers to the most-asked questions people have about these passages

with applications to personal living
!.[ ] R l-\"wl ' « Helps families put themselves under the authority of the Word, and not over it.

| Commenbary for Pamifics —
3 Archaeology throws dramatic H G S I
A light on the biblical record. .

CREATION TO BABEL ITEM #2390 EVIDENCE FOR THE BIBLE ITEM #2341 EVIDEN CE
288 pgs. + Paperback 252 pgs.* Hardcover

$21.99 Sale $18 $29:99 Sale $25 BIBLE

Author: Ken Ham Authors: Clive Anderson and
Brian Edwards

’m The book of Genesis is What You Need to
& constantly under Know About the
attack from many Flood

sources...
A FLooD OF EVIDENCE
ITEM #2345

304 pgs. * Paperback

S15.99 Sale S12

THE GENESIS FACTOR
ITEM #2239
254 pgs. * Paperback

$13.99 Sale S10

Editor: Ron J. Bigalke Jr.

Authors: Ken Ham and
Bodie Hodge

If you were asked how you know the Bible is true,
do you have an answer?

Volume 1: Volume 2:
« Is the Bible totally without error? *Who made God; where did God come from?
+ Did the resurrection really happen? + Has Noah's ark been found?
+ How do we know that the 66 books of « Hasn't Bible text been changed over the years?
the Bible are from God? *Is Hell real? i if i |
* Does the Bible contradict itself? + Did the ten plagues of Egypt really happen? H n | | -l L

« How were people saved before Jesus came?
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| IS TRUE?

How Do WE Know THE BIBLE 1S TRUE? - How Do WE KNow THE BIBLE IS TRUE? -
VOL. 1 ITEM #2267 * 300 pgs. - Paperback ~ VOL.2 ITEM #2276 + 352 pgs.* Paperback

$14-99 Sale S12 $14.99 Sale S12

General Editors: Ken Ham & Bodie Hodge General Editors: Ken Ham & Bodie Hodge
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Traced Human DNA’s Big Surprise
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“Dr. Nathaniel Jeanson has found the Rosetta
Stone of human history.”

— Ken Ham, CEO and founder of Answers in Genesis, the
highly acclaimed Creation Museum, and the world-
renowned Ark Encounter

What happened to the ancient Egyptians? The Persians?

Nathaniel T. Jeanson, a Harvard graduate with a Ph.D. in cell and
developmental biology, has discovered a DNA-based family tree
for global humanity that uncovers surprising links between us and
the peoples of old—links that rewrite race, ethnicity, and human
history. Traced: Human DNA’s Big Surprise takes you on a journey
through these findings that will never let you see human history
the same way again!

TRACED ITEM #2398
432 pgs.* Hardcover

524199 Sale $20 Author:Nathaniel Jeanson
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Important Notice

TAX TIME We appreciate the generous donations of our readers. If you need a year-end donation receipt for
your taxes, send an email to donate@midnightcall.com with your name and address and we will reply with your
2022 donation summary report right away. Alternatively, call or write to request this.
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n this age of uncertainty, Christians want and need more
I than ever before to understand what the Bible reveals o
about the future. As authors Amir Tsarfati and Barry I -;'. I ] ; [ 3 [T.
Stagner teach on the end times, their question-and-answer
sessions remain a massively popular part of their ministry, I ) I -'.I. |: } l.} [_[ I__. ( "tl G
demonstrating people’s profound hunger to know more = -
about the last days. 1 -h:'_-' y ;
In Bible Prophecy: The Essentials, Amir and Barry team up to
answer 70 of their most commonly asked questions. Through
succinct, Scripture-focused teachings, Amir and Barry address
seven foundational themes of Bible prophecy:

¢ Israel e the church e the rapture
e the tribulation e the millennium
¢ the Great White Throne judgment ® heaven

When studied with wisdom and discernment, God’'s Word
provides all you need to know about what is to come.

BIBLE PROPHECY: THE ESSENTIALS ITEM #2405
192 pgs. * Paperback

$14.99 New

Authors: Amir Tsarfati and Barry Stagner

AMIR TSARFATI & BARRY STAGNER




